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Tur GENERAL CONTENTS OF THE SEVERAL LETTERS 
in?’ VOL. IV. 


: LeTrTerR I. PBs pi Bee 


4 Bene French and Spanifh fleets, in the Weft Indies, form 4 
4 jun&ion; but effect no capital operation, p, 2. Their 
combined fleets in Europe intercept the Haff and Me/i India 
convoy, p. 3. Mr. Laurens is taken in his paflage to Holland, 
p. 5. Sir ‘fafeph Yorke leaves the Hague, p. 6. _ Hurricanes 
in the Wefl-Indies, p. 7. Uhe new parliament, mects, p. TO. 


The kindnefs of the Spaniards to the Britifh prifoners, p. 14. 


The inguifition abolifhed in the duke of Adodena’s dominions, 


p. 15- 
Letrer Il. P. 16—67. 


The Pennfylvania \ine revolts, p. 16. Sir AZ. Clinton fends 
agents to treat with them, two of whom are hanged, p. 20. 
Part of the Fer/ey brigade revolts, p. 22. Lieut. colonel John 
Laurens chofen by congrefs fpecial minifter to the court of Ver 
failles, and general Va/bington's hints to him, p. 23—the gene- 
ral writes to Dr. Franklin, p. 25. The Virginia houfe of dele« 
gates’ refolve refpecting Gates, p. 26. The returns of Greene’s 
force in South Carolina, and his concluding on a partifan war, 
p. 27—his letter to lord Cornwallis, p. 28—he divides his force, 
p. 30. Lieut. colonel Tarleton is detached after general AZor- 
gan, by whom he is defeated, p. 33. Lord Cornwallis purfues 
Morgan, p. 37. General Greene arrives, and takes the com- 
mand of Morgan’s troops, p. 38. Vhe Americans retreat, and 
fafely crofs the Dan into Virginia, though purfued by his lord= 
fhip with the utmoft eagernefs, p. 39- Greene recrofles the 
Dan, p. 47. General Pickens and lieut. colonel Lee cut in 
pieces a large body of royalifts, p. 48. Cornwallis attempts to 
furprife the American light infantry, p. 50. Greene determines 
upon fighting his lordthip, p. 53- His lordthip attacks and 
defeats him, p. 54. His bordthip retreats toward Crofs Creek, 
and Greene purfues him to Deep river, p. 57+ General Arnold 
fails for and lands in Virginia, p. 59: General Wa/hingtox 
lays a plan for-catching him, p. 60. Sir Af. Clinton fends gen. 
Phillips, with more troops, to’ take the command in Virginia, 
p. 62. Aécts of congrefs, p. 63. Mr. Robert Adorris cholen 
financier, p. 64. The Maryland delegates empowered to fub- 


{eribe the confederation, which is thereby completed, p. 65. — 


General Wa/bington gives his decifive opinion upon the necefiity 
of a timely and powerful aid from France, Pp. 67. — 
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Letrrer III. P. 67—8o. 


The attempt of the baron de Rullecourt on the Ife of Ferfey 
fruftrated by major Pierfon, p. 68. Lord George Gordon tried 
and acquitted, p. 70. Gibraltar relieved by the Briti/h fleet 
under admiral Darby, p. 71. The Spaniards commence. a 
heavy fire upon the fortrefs, which is returned,’ B. 72) pale 
George Rodney and general Vaughan take St. Euftatia, St. Mar- 
ting and Saba, p. 74. The property in Statia confitcated, and 
many of the inhabitants reduced to penury and tranfported to 


Dt. Aztt’s, p. 76. Demarara and Ifequibo furrender, p. 78. 
: Leer ne RLV, P. 80—147. 


General Greene leaves North Carolina and marches toward 
Camden, p. 80—is defeated by lord Rawdon at Hobhirk’s hil, 
p. 83—his letter to Rawdon, p. 86—to governor Reed of Penz~ 
Sylvania, p. 87. Lord Rawdon evacuates Camden, p. 89. The 
Britifh poits are taken by the Americans in quick fucceffion, 
idem. Greene marches againft the garrifon at Ninety Six, p. 92 
—~1s obliged to abandon the fiege, and is purfued by Rawdon, 
p. 96. He purfues his Jordfhip and offers him battle, zdem. 
Greene’s letter concerning Gates, p. 98. The miferies attend_ 
ing the war in South Carolina, p. gg. Extracts from letters of 
lord George Germaine, p.100. ‘The affair of colone} Hayne, 
who is executed by the joint order of lord Rawdon and colonel 
Balfour, p. 102. The operations in Virginia under generals 
Phillips and Arnold, p. 107. The marquis de la Fayette makes 
a rapid march from Baltimore to Richmond, p. 10g. Lord 
Cornwallis joins the Britifh in Virginia, p- Iri——is difconcerted 
in his attempts to crufh the marquis, p. rt2.. The marquis 
joined by the Penn/ylvenia line under general Wayne, po 115s 
His lordfhip commences a retrograde movement, p. 116. 
Wayne attacks his lordfhip, and extricates himfelf by means of 
it, p. 117. General Wafbington’s army in want of provifion, 
p.1ig. Count de Barras arrives at Bofion to take the com- 
mand of the French fquadron at Newport, p.'120. Wafbington 
meets Rochambeau at Weatbersfield, idem. Waj/bington’s letters 
intercepted and conveyed to New Yor, Pe 122. [he French 
troops join the Americans under Wajhington, p. 1230 i Dhe 
plan of operations changed, and the allied troops march for 
Philadelphia, p. 126. ‘Whe bebaviour of the French troops 
while at Newport, and on their march to join general Wa/hing- 
ton, p. 128. Don Galvex completes the conqueft. of Weft 
Filarida, p. 129. Sir Samuel Hood and count de Graffe engage, 


‘P. 132. Tobago taken by the French, p. 133. A dubfeription 


tor a loan opened by congress for the fupport of the South Caras 
linians 


COGN PeN' rs: 


Haians and Georgians driven from theif country by the enemy, p 
136. The heroifm of the whig /adies in Charleftowns- p. 1338. 
_ The treatment of the gentlemen removed from Charlefiown to 
St. Augufline, p. 139—of the continental officers, ‘p. 140 
Complaints of feverities exercifed toward the American. marine 
prifoners at New York, p. 143. ‘Vhe particular evils produced 
by the paper currency, p. 144——the extinction of it occafions. no 
colvulfion,.p. 145. A number of the fhips from Statia taken 
by the French, p. 146, 


LETTER V. P. 14.7—162. 


Commodore Fahn/ftone is attacked by Mr. de Suffrein, p. 148 
-—the commodore takes feveral large Dutch Eajt India thips, 
p- 150. Admirals Ayde Parker and Zoutman engage on the 
Dogger-bank, p. 152. Minorca is. attacked by. the. Spaniards 
and French, p. 158. “The combined fleets cruife at the mouth 
of the Britifh channel, idem. Extraéts from fome letters to 
Mr. Vergennes, p. 161. = | 


Lerrer: VI: P. 162—212. 


Ads of congrefs, p. 163. General Greene demands’ from 
the Britih commanders, the reafons for the execution of Hayne, 
Balfour's anfwer, and Greene’s reply, p. 266: Greene engages 
lieut. colonel Stewart at the Eutaw Springs, p. 168. Stewart 
abandons the Hutaw, p. 170: Governor Rutledge retaliates 
for) Balfour’s. conduct, p.172. A fpiri€ of mutiny among 
Greene’s troops, p. 173—his letter to general Goud, p. 1746 
He marches toward Darchefler, aid by his manceuvres induces 
the Brith garrifton to abandon the place, p. i176. General 
Pickens’s expedition againft ‘the Cherokees, p. 177. Arnold’s 
enterprife againft New London, p. 178+? De Barras fails from 
Rhode Ifland, p. 181. Sir Samuel Hood arrives at Sandy Hook, 
p. 181. De Graff arrives in the Chzfopeak, and engages admi- 
tal Graves, p.182. De Barras artives‘in the Chefapeak, p. 184. 
Lord Cornwallis repairs to York Town and Gloucefter, p. 185. 
‘The allied troops arrive at the Head-of Elk, p. 186—join the 
troops under the marquis ‘de la Fayette,’p.187—-march and 
invelt York Town, p. 188: Wafhington’s letter to de Graffé, 
p.189. The trenches-opened by the! combined armies before 
York Town, p. rgt.° A’ capitulation fettled, and the pofts of 
York Town: and Gloucefter’ furrendered,’p. 195. The Britith 
fleet and army deftined for the’ relief of lord ‘Cornwallis arrive 
off Chefapeak after his'furrender; and therefore return, p. 198. 
De Graff fails: for the Weft Snidies, p..199. Acts of congrefs. 
on theirhearing of the! reduction of the 47711) army, p. 200. 
tet. | They 
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They attend at the Roman Catholic chapel, and hear the chap- 
lain to the French embafiy, p. 203—their refolve refpecting the 
marquis de la Fayette, p. 207—the prefident addrefles general 
Wafbington, p. 208. The fubfcribers to the bank of North 
America incorporated, p. 209. Improper conduct toward the 
Britifh prifoners, p. 210. Governor Rutledge exercifes his 
authority afrefh in South Carolina, p. 211. 


Lerrer VIL P, 212-244. 


Mr. Fay delivers in propofitions relative to an intended treaty 
with Spain, Pp. 212. The king opens the feffion of parliament, 
p. 215. The intended addrefs, remonftrance, and petition, of 
the city of London, p. 217- Mr. Laurens difcharged from his 
confinement in the Tower, p. 220. . Statia furprifed by the 
marquis de Bowille, idem. Admiral Kempenfelt’s fuccefsful 
eruife, p. 223: The reduGtion of Minorca, p. 226. General 
Conway’s motion againft continuing the war in America, P. 229. 
A new adminiftration formed, p. 232. St. Kitt’s attacked and 
taken by the French, p. 233: Mr. F. Adams fucceeds in his 
applications to the States General, and is acknowledged as the 
American plenipotentiary, p. 239- His Imperial majefty favors 
the rights of con{cience; p. 242. 


Letter VIIl. P. 244-—258.. 


Communications from the French minifter plenipotentiary to 
conerefs, p. 245- The execution of captain Afuddy by the 
New York refugees, p- 248. Letters to governor Hancock 
from the commander in chief, and the financier, p. 250. Gen. 


Greene’s epiftolary communications, p. 253. 


Letter 1X. P. 259-~284. 


The affairs of Ireland, p.259- Tranfactions in the British 
parliament, p. 263, £a/ India news, p. 265. Admiral Bar- 
yington’s fuccefsful cruife, p. 207. Sir George Rodney and count 
de Graffe in the Weft Indies, p. 268. ‘They engage, p. 271. 
De Graffe is defeated and taken, p.275- ‘The combined fleets 
in Europe mafters of the fea, p. 280. The lofs of admiral 
Kempenjelt and the Royal George, p» 281. Haft India news, 


p- 292. 


Ley Ter X. P. 284—315. 


\_ ge theps taken by general Wa/hington for retaliating the 
death of captain Huddy, p.284.. ‘The trial of captain Lippincot 


upon the occafion, p. 287. He is acquitted, p. 288. The 
whole 


GON TENT §s: 


whole affair referred to congrefs, p. 289. Captain A/zill libe- 
rated,.p..290. The neceflity of peace for the United States of 
. America, p. 291. “Che New York loyalifts in the greateft con- 
fufion'on hearing-of the negotiations for peace, p. 295. Acs 
of congrefs, p. 297. General /Vayne’s operations in Georgia, 
p- 298. Savannah evacuated by the Briti/s, p. 301. General 
Leflie fends out parties from Charle/town to procure provifions, 
p- 302. Lieut. colonel Laurens mortally wounded in oppofing 
one of the parties, p. 303. Charlefiown evacuated by the 
Britifb, p.'305. The death and character of general Lee, p. 
306: ‘An account of the Afravian Indians, and the maflacre 
_ of many of them by a number of “méricans, p. 308. ‘The 
Indians defeat colonel Crawford and his party, and put numbers 
of them to death, p. 312. Honorary badges of diftinGion - 
eftablifhed by general /Va/bington, p. 312. “The French troops 
march to So/fon, and from thence are conveyed by the French 
fleet to the We? Indies, p. 313. 


Letrtrer XI. P.. 316-343. 

The hoftile preparations of the Spaniards for the reduction of 
Gibraltar, p. 316. The grand attack upon the fortrefs, p. 324. 
Lord Howe relieves the garrifon and returns home, p. 329. 
The xegotiations for peace carrying on at Paris, p. 331. A 
treaty of amity and commerce between Holland and the United 
States, p. 332. Copy of a letter to count de Vergennes, p. 333. 

r. “Fay’s apprehenfions as to the intentions of the French 
court, p. 336. The xegotiations continued, and provifional 
articles figned between the American and British commiffioners,. 


p- 339- ‘The lofs of Briti/h men of war by a ftorm, p. 342. 


LETTE R XI. P. 342—252. 


Mr. Dana’s application to the Ruffian minifter at Peterf- 
burgh, p. 343. aft India news, p. 344. Debates in the 
Briti/h parliament upon the preliminary articles of peace, p. 
348. The definitive treaties figned, p. 249. Air balloons, 
p. 351. a5 . 

eLErTrer gXiIl. .,P./9¢9—977. 


The addrefs of the American officers to congrefs, p. 35:3: 
The defign of throwing the American army into a paroxy{m of 
rage prevented, p. 354. Congrefs receive the account of a 
general peace, p. 359. The provifional articles, p. 360. A 
conference between general Wafhington and Sir Guy Carleton, 
p. 367. The general addreffes a circular letter to the gover- 
nors and prefidents of the United States, p. 370. | 
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Lerrer XIV. P: 372—417- 


A mutiny among the American foldiers at Philadelphia, p. 
372. An equeftrian ftatue of general /Va/bington to be erected, 
p- 374. The general waits upon congrefs, p. 375. The 
treaty of amity and commerce between Sweden and the United 
States, p. 376. . A deputation of quakers wait upon congrefs, 
p. 377. Ads of congrefs, p. 378. The Dutch ambaiiador 
has a public audience, p. 379. General /a/hington’s farewell 
orders to the armies of the Uvited States, p. 380. Sir Guy 
Carleton receives his final orders for evacuating New York, p. 
381. Thecity evacuated, p. 383. General Wo/hington takes 
his leave of the continental officers, zdem.—delivers in his ac- 
counts to the American comptroller, p. 385—arrives at Anna- 
polis, and refigns his commiffion, p. 386. The definitive treaty 
between Great Britain and the United States received by con- 
grefs, p. gor. The Society of the Cincinnati, p. 393. En- 
croachments upon liberty by the Adeffachufetts people and gene-~ 
ral court, p. 298. Certain particulars relating to the war, p. 
402. Some itrictures refpecting his excellency George Wajh- 
ington, and the honorable Nathaniel Greene, p. 405+ Some 
account of the refpective conftitutions of the United States, p. 


408. ; 
APPENDIX, 


Extracts from the Virginia a&t for eftablifhing religious free- 
dom, p. 419. Lhe Con/titution of the United States of Ameritay 
P- 4226 | 


ERRATA befide thofe at the End of the Volume, 


Page 14, line 20, read muft be. P.20, 1. 28, read two through 
Elizabeth-town. P. 23, 1.9, delea. P. 58, at the end of the note, 
add NICS." P25, 1.4, read led,” P. 3053 logs, dele ove, i at2, 
I, 24, read that the, 
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Spanifh fleet under Don Jofeph Solano. Capt. 
Mann of the Cerberus frigate, falling in with it, and 
rightly judging of its deftination, from the courfe i¢ 
fteered and other circumftances, confidered with great 


propriety, that the public good and the importance of 


the object fhould fupply the defect of particular orders, 
and that the limited defign of his cruife could not com- 
pare with the immediate application of the knowledge 
he had accidentally acquired. The captain therefore 


_inftantly proceeded to the Weft Indies, to communicate 


the intelligence to Sir George Rodney, then at Barba- 


does. Upon receiving it, Sir George ufed the utmoft- 
_ diligence in putting to fea, in order to intercept the Spa- 


nifh fleet and convoy before they could join the French, 
then in Fort Royal bay Martinico, But his views were 
Vor.1V. g fruftrated 


Rotterdam, Dec. 30, 178. 


* A Y former letter mentioned the failing of a large 17803 
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ral. Don Solend apprehenfive though not informed of 
the danger, inftead of proceeding to Fort Royal bay; 
prudently {topped fhort on his approach to the neareft 
iflands; and difpatched a frigate. to inform count de 
Guichen of his fituation, and to require a fpeedy junc- 
tion of the fleets where he then was. The French com- 
mander failed dire€tly, with 18 fhips of the line, and 
keeping clofe to leeward of the iflands, joined the Spa- 
niards under Dominique. 

The combined fleets amounted to 36 fail of the line, 
which with their united land forces, formed fuch an ap- 
parent fuperiority, as nothing in thofe feas or iflands 


~feemed capable of refifting. But the Spanifh troops 


being too mtich crowded on board their tranfports, to- 
gether with the length of the voyage, the change of cli- 
mate and-diet, and other circumftances, a moft mortal 
and contagious diforder was generated, which firft infect- 
ing their own féamen, at length fpread, though not en- 
tirely with fo fatal an effect, through the French fleet 
and land forces. efide the great mortality on the paf- 
i ge, the Spaniards landed no lefs than 1200 fick on 

their firft arrival at Dominique, and a much’ greater 
number afterward at Guadaloupe and Martinico.. Thus 
she fpirit of enterprife was damped, and fome part of 
the means taken away. Still the combined forces had 
a fufficient fuperiority to enable them to proceed to of- 


fenfive operations with the profpecét of fuccefs. © Sir 
George Rodney on the junttion of the enemies fleets — 
retired to St. Lucie, where he was equally well fituated, 
either for obferving their motions and counteracting, ac- 
cording to his ability, their defigns on the other iflands 5 
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-of for felf-defence fhould, they venture upon.aii attack. 178% 


But they remained totally inactive in Fort Royal bay till 


the sth of July, when they put to fea in the night, with- July 


out making fignals or fhowing lights. Had they im- 
proved their opportunity, Jamaica mult undoubtedly 
have fallen; but a mifunderftanding between the Spa- 
nifh and French admirals, rendered their junction and 
fuperiority of little importance. Count de Guichen ac- 


companied Don Solano as far as St. Domingo, and 


then left the Spanifh fleet to proceed fingly to the Ha- 


_vannah, while he with the French put in at Cape Fran- 


cois. Here he remained till a large convoy was col- 
lected from the French iflands, with which he proceeded 
directly for Europe. Sir George Rodney, entertaining 
a miftaken apprehenfion either from his own conjecture 
‘or from information, that de Guichen was bound to 
North America in order to join adm. Ternay at Rhode 
Ifland, had no fooner received certain intelligence of his 
departure from Cape Francois; than he failed himfelf 
with eleven capital fhips and four frigates for New-York. 

The combined fleets in the European feas have been 
more fuccefsful. A rich and confiderable convoy for 
the Eaft and Weft Indies failed from Portimouth in the 
latter end of July, under the conduct of capt. Moutray 
of the Ramillies and two frigates: the whole were in- 


tercepted on the 9th of Augult by the combined fleets Aug, 


under Don Louis de Cordova. ‘The convoy included, 
befide the merchantmen, eighteen victuallers, ftorefhips 
and tranfports, deftined for the fervice in the Weft In- 
dies. Five Eaft Indiamen made a part of it, and to- 
gether with arms, ammunition, and a train of artillery, 
conveyed a large quantity of naval flores, for the fupply 
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178% of the Britith fquadron in that quarter. ‘T"he Eaft In- . 
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dia and fifty Weft India fhips, including thofe upon go- 
vernmental account, were taken. The Ramillies, with 
the frigates, and a few Weft India fhips efcaped. Such 
a prize never before entered the harbour of Cadiz.. A 
Britifh fleet of near 60 fhips led captive by a Spanifh 
{quadron, was extremely flattering to a people, to whom 
naval captures from fuch an enemy were an unufual 
{pectacle. The appearance of the numerous prifoners 
rendered the trrumph more complete, and made the 
fight ftill more fingular. They confifted of 1250 fea- 
men, Officers included; of 1255 foldiers, and 74 offi- 


cers; of 149 women; and of 137 paflengers of both. 


fexes, among whom were fome married and unmarried 
ladies of condition. The whole amounted to 2865 per- 


fons. The value of the faleable commodities was great, 


but the lofs of the military and naval fupplies was much 


“more confiderable, as they could not be replaced in 


time. Advantageous purchafes will undoubtedly be 
made out of this capture for the fervice of the Ame- 
rican army. 
The ftrong appearances of an approaching ftorm, 
with which LY was threatened, having fub- 
fided ; and every thing going on fmoothly and profpe- 
roufly, there was reafon to expect that eleGions for a 
new parliament would go greatly in favor of the court. 
A diffolution of the prefent was therefore determined 
upon; but the defign was kept a profound fecret. When 
the proclamation for the diffolving of it appeared, it 


wrought like a thunder clap, with refpect to fuddennefS — 


and furprife, on thofe who were unacquainted with the 
defign. A new prorogation had taken. place within a 


few 


sl Sin at 
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few days, 
unexpected. The elections went much in favor of the 
court. One hundred and thirteen new reprefentatives 
obtained feats in parliament. 

‘ Mr. Laurens was taken on his way from congrefs to 
Holland, in the beginning of September, on the banks 
of Newfoundland. A package of papers, when thrown 
overboard, not finking fuddenly, was faved by the bold- 
nefg and dexterity of a Britith failor, and moft of them 


were recovered from the effects of the water. On his 


arrival in England, he was committed upon a charge of ae 


high treafon, as a ftate prifoner to the Tower, under 
an order figned by the three fecretaries of flate. He 
claimed the privileges of his public character, as a com- 
miffioner from the United States of America; and de- 
clined anfwering any queftions whofe tendency he could 
not immediately perceive, fo that little information was 
obtained from him. But by the medium of his papers 
the adminiftration came to the knowledge of the even- 
tual treaty of amity and commerce between America 
and Holland. The papers relating to this bufinefs were 
delivered about the beginning of November to the 


prince of Orange, who on the sth laid them before the 


ftates of Folland and Weft Friefland. On the roth Sir 
Jofeph Yorke prefented to the States General a memo- 
rial concerning them. He demanded in the name of 
the king, his mafter, not only a formal difavowal of 
[what was pronounced | fo irregular a conduct, as that 
which+was charged upon the ftates of Amiterdam, of 
carrying ona lone clandeftine correfpondence with the 
American rebels, and of giving inftructions and powers 
for entering into a treaty with thole rebels; but alfo in- 
By fifted 
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which ferved to render the ftroke full more 1780, 
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THE WISTORY OF THE 


1780 fifted on a {peedy fatisfa€tion, and the punifhment of the 


penfionary Van Berkel and his accomplices. This con- 
duct was declared to be no lefs contrary to the moft 
facred engagements of their high mightinefles, than re- 
pugnant to the Dutch conftitution. 

The reference to fuch engagements feems to have 
been ill timed, asthe royal order of the ‘17th of April 
Jaft had declared Holland to be on the footing of other 


neutral powers; and had difannulled the efficacy of fuch. 


engagements for the prefent, by fufpending till further 
orders all the particular {tipulations refpecting the fub- 
jects of the States General, serie 4 the feveral 
treatics then fublifting. The States General difavowed 

enna and en- 


a 1 


a 
the intended treaty of the city of 


waged to profecute the penfionary according to the laws 


Sesh 


of the country. ‘This not being deemed fatisfa€tory, Sir. 


Jofeph Yorke received ee to withdraw from the 
Haeue; and on the 20th of December, a manifetto 


Extraordinary, followed by an order of council—“ That 
general reprifals be granted againft the fhips, goods and 
fubjects of the States General.’ A few days before the 
publication, the States General had acceded to the con- 
federation of the armed neutrality, 

On Tuefday O€tcber the 3d, Jamaica was vifited 
with a complicated calamity. A moft extraordinary 
fwell of the fea, ten feet higher than its common level, 
fucceeded by an earthquake and hurricane, brought 
dreadful deftruGtion on particular parts of the ifland, 
Savannah La Mar, a confiderable trading town on the 


fouth fide of the ifland in Weltmoreland parifh, was 


totally deftroyed, by the fea’s {uddenly burfting through 
all 


againft the Dutch was publifhed in a London Gazette. - 
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all bounds and furmounting all oliftacles. Every thing 178% 


was fo completely fwept away upon its retreat, as not to 
leave the fmalleft veftige of man, beaft or habitation 
behind. About 200 perfons of all colours, perifhed by 
this terrible irruption. The fea flowed up half a mile 
beyond its ufaal fixed limits. This was the prelude to 
the fucceeding earthquake and hurricane. ‘The damage 
in the parifh of Weftmoreland only, amounted to near 


700,000]. fterling. 


The merchants of Kingfton generoully fent- down for 
the immediate gelief of the unhappy iufferers, 10,0001. 
value in different kinds of provifion, clothing and other 
articles, | ) i | 

‘A yet more tremendous hurricane began at Barbadoes 
jn the morning, and continued with little intermiffion 
about 48 hours, The fhips were driven from their 
anchors, and obliged to encounter all the horrors of a 
moift outrageous fea, It prevailed chiefly in the night ; 
and Bridge Town, the capital, was nearly levelled with 
the earth, The inhabicants who efcaped, anxioufly 
waited the break of day, flattering themfelves that with 
the light they fhould fee a ceffation of the ftorm. . But 
the ftrongeft colours cannot paint the mileries they were 
under. The ground was covered with the mangled 
bodies of their friends and relations. Reputable fami- 
lies wandered through the ruins in fearch of food and 


fhelter. Mean while there was a continual {cene of rapine | 


and confufion. The negroes, inftead of attempting to 
fave the effects of the unhappy fufferers, were plunder- 
ing every part of the town. The tempeft was but little 
abated. The day ferved but to exhibit the moft melan- 
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In that of Hanover, one fourth 
part of the abfolute property is faid to be loft for ever. , 
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478°-choly profpect. ‘The devaftation on all fides was ter: 
rible—not a building ftanding—the trees, if not torn yp 


by the roots, ftripped of their leaves and branches—the 
moft luxuriant fpring changed in one night to the 
drearieft winter—the few public buildings, notwithftand- 
their ftrength, fallen in the general wreck. The lofs of 
human lives was great even among the whites; but in- 
cluding the blacks was eftimated at fome thoufands. 
To increafe the calamity, moft of the living ftock on 
the ifland, particularly of the horned cattle, perifhed, 
An extraordinary inftance of the united force of the 
winds and waves was apparent upon this occafion in 
the removal of a cannon, a twelve pounder, from the 
fouth to the north battery, being a diftance of one hun. 
dred and forty yards. The truth of this fact and of the 
others was fupported by public documents, tranfmitted 
to the fecretary of flate by the governor of the ifland, 
and by gen. Vaughan. Be it mentioned to the honor 
and praife of Don Pedro St. Jago, a captain of the re- 
giment of Arragon, and of the other Spanith prifoners 
at Barbadoes, who were all under his immediate direc- 
tion, that they acted the kind part of friends, inftead 
af behaving like enemies, or even with indifference, in 
this feafon of calamity ; and omitted no labor or fervice 
in their power, for the affiftance of the diftreffed inha- 
bitants, and the prefervation of public order. 

The iflands of St. Lucie, Grenada and Str. Vincent, 
were likewife laid nearly defolate. Moft of the hips of 
war were driven out to fea from St. Luicie, in the be- 
ginning of the hurricane. The tran{ports, victuallers, 


_ and. traders, were difmafted, and generally driven on 


thore. A prize of 18 guns was wrecked on the back 


of | 
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of the ifland, and all except 17 perifhed. The Andro- 1780 


meda and Laurel of 28 guns each, were loft on the 
coat of Martinico; none of the officers and but few 
of the crews were faved. The Deal’ Caftle of 24 guns 
fuffered the fame fate. The fquadron under admiral 
Rowley, which convoyed the Jamaica trade on its way 
to Europe, experienced no lefs calamity, and fuftained 
ftill greater lofs. The admiral returned to Jamaica with 
five fhips, moftly difmafted and all difabled. The Ster- 
ling Caftle of 64 guns, was totally loft on the coaft of 
Hifpaniola, and only about so of the crew faved. ‘Lhe 
Thunderer,’ commodore Boyle Walfingham, was un- 


_ doubtedly fwallowed up, no traces of her fate having 


yet come to light. The Phoenix of 44 guns, Sir Hyde 
Parker, was wrecked on the ifle of Cuba; but her 
officers and moft of her crew were faved. The Barba- 
does and. Victor floops of war, with the Cameleon, 
Scarborough, and La Blanche frigates, became likewife, 
with a partial. or total lofs of men and officers, victims 
to the rage of this mercilefs feafon. The French iflands 
appear to have fuffered even more than the Britifh, 
Barbadoes only excepted. At Martinico the public 
buildings and private houfes of Fort Royal town, to the 
amount of more than fourteen hundred, were blown 
down, and an incredible number of perfons loft their 
lives. Every houfe in St. Pierre fhared the fame fate, 
and more than a thoufand people perifhed. The num- 
bers loft upon the ifland, including negroes, is computed 
at about gooo, and the damage at 700,000 louis d’ors. 
Sixty-two fail of tranfports from France, which arrived 
that morning at Martinico, with ftores and 2500 troops 
en board, were all driven out to fea, and feveral were 
loft. 
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Experiment of 50 guns, and the Juno of 


40, with fome other royal French frigates, were de- 
flroyed; and 19 fail of loaded Dutch vefiels were dathed 
to pieces on Grenada. The deftruétion - of people 
(whites and blacks) at St. Euftatia, was reputed to be 
between 4 and 5000. A number of houfes were blown 
down and wafhed away with the inhabitants into the 
fea. The pecuniary lofs muft be very great. 

Lhe humanity of the marquis de Bouille affords fome 
relief to thele fcenes of horror and devaftation. He 
fent 31 Britifh failors (the remains that were faved of 
the crews of the Laurel and Andromeda) under a flag 
of truce to commodore Hotham at St. Lucie, accom- 
panied with a declaration, that he could not confider in 
the light of enemies, men who had fo hardly efcaped 
in a contention with the force of the elements; but 
that they having, in common with his awn people, been 
partakers of the fame danger, were in like manner en- 
titled to every comfort and relief that could be given, 
in a feafon-of fuch univerfal calamity and diftrefS. He 
only lamented, he faid, that their number was fo finall, 
and particularly that none ef the officers were faved. 

The new parliament met on the laft of O@ober. 
The late fpeaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, haying offended 
the miniftry, by exercifing too much of an independent 
fpirit, they determined upon choofing another perfon 
in his room. Mr. Dunning moved, that Sir Fletcher 
should be continued. The miniftry pretended, that an 
anxiety for his health was the real caufe of moving that 
a different member might be chofen: but Sir Fletcher, 


after declaring that he came there with a full determi- 


fation not ta go again into the chair upon any account, 
mformed 
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informed the houfe that the king’s minifters had not 1780. 
held the fmalleft previous communication with him upon 
the fubject; that he had been in town three days, and 
had never been afked whether his health would enable 
him to continue in the chair, nor had he been applied 
| to directly or indirectly, on the fubje&t of choofing a 
_ new fpeaker. He called upon the minifters to declare, 
why he was thus diferacefully difmiffed. After debates, 
lord George Germain’s motion for the appointment of 
Mr. Cornwall was carried by a majority of 203 votes 
to 134, who fupoorted Mr. Dunning’s motion. 

The king went the next day to the houfe of peers, Nov. 
and delivered his fpeech to the parliament. In it he * 
took notice of the fignal fuccefles which had attended 
the progrefs of his arms in Georgia and Carolina. 
Thefe he trufted would have important confequences in 
bringing the war to a happy conclufion. When the 
commons were debating upon the addrefs, Mr. Fox re- 
prehended the minifters.in the moft pointed terms, for 
having dared to fend orders to officers in all the towns 
of the kingdom, as well in thofe where there had not 
been the fmalleft pronenefs to tumult, as in thofe where 
qt had entirely fubfided and quiet was perfectly reftored, 
giving them power to act at difcretion, without the 
authority of the civil magiftrate. Thefe orders, he de- 
clared, had not been recalled, till almoft every election 
was over. He likewife arraigned the minifters in terms 
of the utmoft feverity, for the infult which, he faid, 
had been offered to the navy, and the prejudice done to 
that fervice, by the late appointment of Sir Hugh Pal- 
lifer to the government of Greenwich Hofpital. The 
} addrefs 
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1780 addrefs was carried, upon a divifion, by a majority of 


212 to 130. | 

Major Tyler, who ferved formerly in one of the 
American continental regiments, by his irregular pur- 
fuit of pleafure, occafioned an information to be lodged 
again{t himfelf and Mr. John Trumbull, who was de- 
puty adjutant general with Gates at Tyconderoga in 
1776.. Tyler efcaped: but Trumbull was taken and 
committed to prifon on the 21ft of November, being 
charged with holding a treafonable corre{pondence with 
the enemy. When he was re-examined the next day, 
three letters were produced and read, one to his father 
the governor of Connedticut, the fecond from Dr. Frank- 
lin’s grandfon at Paffey, where the doétor refides, and 
the third from a Mr. White of Lyme in Dorfethhire; 
Mr. Trumbull in his anfwers to the queftions afked 
him, faid, that he arrived in England in the beginning 
of July; and that the profeffion he had in view was that 
of painting, of which Mr. B. Weft, the hiftorical 
painter, could inform the bench fully, as well as of the 
manner. how he ufually {pent his time. Nothing ap~ 
peared particularly criminal: but circumftances were 


fuch, that the bench conceived he was not entitled to: 


his liberty; they therefore fiened his warrant of com- 
mitment for New Prifon, on account of the unrepaired 
fate of Newgate. Confinement will be his chief fuf- 
fering ; and his relations may difmifs all apprehenfions 
of any further danger to his perfonal fafety, 

Some detached pieces of European intelligence will 
clofe the prefent epiftle. aa 

Mr. Jay has been laboring at the court of Madrid 6) 
effect a treaty between Spain and the United States of 
America ; 
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America; but to no purpofe. For particular reafons 178° 


that court declines making the treaty with France, the 
bafis of one with them. Congrefs was much overfeen 
in drawing bills uponhim, The importance of Spain to 
America fhould not have been brought forward, at leaft 
fhould not have been placed in fuch a glaring point of 
view. The meafure of drawing, in expectation that the 
Spaniards would fupply the cafh, was confidered by them 
as defperate, and as what congrels were prompted to by 
their imbecility. It was in the power of the Spanifh 
court to have made the loan that was afked: whereass 
inftead of furnifhing Mr. Jay with 30 or 40,0001, 
_ fterling, the fum requefted for immediate fervice, he 
was fupplied with only about 42001. 

On the 29th of September died Maria Therefa, em- 
prefs of Germany, queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and archduchefs of Auftria, and natural fovereign of all 
the widely extended dominions appertaining to that great 
houfe. Her death has occafioned no convulfions in the 
European fyftem of politics. : 

Lord George Germain, in his letter to lord Corn- 
wallis of November the gth, commended Cornwallis’s 
«© determination to inflict exemplary punifhment on thofe 
traitors, who had repeated the violation of their oaths of 
allegiance, or broken their parole, and taken arms 
againft the king, as wife and promotive of the great 

objet of the war.” He added, “I have not the leafl 
doubt, from your lordfhip’s vigorous and alert move- 
ments, the whole country, fouth of the Delaware, wilt 
be reftored to the king’s obedience in the qourle of the 
[next] campaign,” 


The 
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The French king this year dignified and for ever rett» 
dered his name-day memorable, by a prefent to his fub-s 
jects, worthy the humanity and magnificence of a ereat 
and enlightened monarch. It was no lefs than abolifh- 
ing for ever, that relic of barbarifm, fo long the oppro- 


bium of the chriftian name, and a {tanding difgrace to 


the moft civilized and learned quarter of the world— 
the inhuman cuftom of putting the queftion, as it was 
called, by torture. It had been fo long eftablithed and 
rivetted, that it feemed to be an original and indivifible 
part of the conftitutton of their courts of juftice. The 
French king did alfo, in order to leffen the burdens of 
his people, make a prodigious reform in his houfhold, 
In purfuance_of the new plan adopted in his court, no 
lefs than 406 offices in that department were abolithed. 
The torture having been mentioned, let it be remarked 
that no one 1s capitally condemned in Holland, till he 
acknowledges himfelf guilty; and that the torture is 
practifed, when needful, to produce fuch acknowlede- 


_ment. But then it muft obferved, that no one is put to 


the torture without that evidence, which would hang 
him in Great Britain. If the accufed has firmnefs of 
body and mind té fupport under the rack through the 
whole procefs, he is difcharged though guilty; but 
though innocent, if (overcome by excruciating pain) he 
pronounces himfelf guilty, to obtain momentary eafe, 
execution follows. | 
The bounty and kindnefs extended by the bifhop of 
Lugo to the Britifh prifoners, deferves every degree of 
praife and gratitude. Although fome of their com- 
manders behaved otherwife, the Spanifh nobility and 


‘merchants, in general, fhowed extraordinary marks of 


friendfhip, 
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friendfhip, and even of affection, to thofe Britifh gen- 178% 


tlemen who fell in tl#eir way, while national hoftilities 
were carrying on. ‘The Spaniards labored hard in pufh- 
ing on their works againft Gibraltar, but had often the 
‘mortification of feeing them when nearly completed, 
deftroyed in a few hours by the weight of fire from the 
batteries. Gen. Elliot would let them proceed to a 
certain point, and then at once throw all their hopes to 
the ground. Some judicious and fuccefsful fallies were 
likewife made occafionally, though fparingly, by the 
garrifon. The vexation of being fo baffied by a hand- 
ful of men, has at length whetted the invention of the 
| Spaniards to a project, that may afford much trouble to 
the garrifon when perfected, and infinitely increafe the 
- difficulties and dangers of the defence. 

The conduét of the duke of Modena, in abolifhing 
the inquifition in his dominions, muft be enumerated 
among the remarkable circumitances, that have diftin- 
guifhed the year 1780. It affords a freth inftance of 
the progrefs, which liberal ideas, with refpect to tolera- 
tion and the rights of confcience, are now making 
throughout Europe. Upon the death of the grand in- 
gquifitor at Reggio, the prince immediately ordered that 
_ (tribunal to be for ever abolifhed; its revenues to be ap- 
plied to laudable purpofes; and the prifons and other 
buildings, which could preferve any memorial of its - 
having ever exifted, to be demolifhed. 

In the courfe of this year a confiderable number of 
well-fought and defperate actions have taken place be 
tween Britifh and French frigates ; in which, though the. 
former had almoft continually the advantage’ when-upon | 
equal terms, and the latter were frequently taken; yet _ 

there 
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“So, there were fuch inftances of profeffional fkill, courage 


anc. cexterity, conftantly difplayed on the part of the 
French, as were before unknown in their marine. 

The prefent letter will be kept ready to fend off in 
flantiy, whenever the opportunity of a fafe conveyance 


offers. 


Roxbury, April 21, 1781. 


My ceop Sir, 


dE Maffachufetts government was greatly alarmed 
on the 14th of January, by the unexpected ar- 
rival of gen. Knox with an account of the Pennfylvania 
line’s having revolted, and marched off from Morrif- 
town. _ Gov. Hancock had been prepared to expect an 
event of that kind, though in a different quarter: for 
gen. Glover wrote to him on the rith of the preceding 
month— It is now four days fince your line of the 
army has eaten one mouthful of bread. We have no 
money: nor will any body truft us. The beft of wheat’ 
is at this moment felling in the ftate of New York for 
three fourths of a dollar [3s. 4d. # fterling] per buthel, 
and your army is ftarving for want. On ‘the 1ft of 
January fomethine will turn up if not {peedily prevented, 
which your officers cannot be anfwerable for.” Several 
2. Caules 


o 
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eaufes contributed to produce the revolt of the Penn- rfl 


fylvania lines. The officers, when they inlifted the men, 
imagined that® the*war would not continue more than - 
three years ; ane ‘thought,. at their mliftment, of hold- 
ing them no longer than for that term at furtheft, though 

they were to be difcharged fooner was the war ended: 
the men underftood the agreement in the fame manner. 
The officers finding the war did not clofe as was ex- 
pected, and recruiting difficult; the foldiers alfo being 
well trained by. the three years fervice; they were 
unwilling to part with them, and impofed a new fenfe 
upon the original agreement; viz. that the men were 
held to ferve the whole war, though it lafted beyond 


the threé years’ ‘This the men refented as an impo- 


fition, and fubmitted to only from néceffity, and till the 


_ thoment fhould offer for the redrefs of fuch an iniquitous 
grievance. The officérs, to footh the foldiers, relaxed 
_ in their difcipline, which made-the men feel their own 
importance. Major M‘Pherfon having quitted the Bri- 


tifh fervice in an honorable way, and attached himfelf 


to the Armiericans, gen. Wafhington, when occafion re- 


quired his forming a particular corps, gave the com- 


/ mand of it to the major in token of refpeétj and by 
| way ,of encouragement. Upon that the Pennfylvania 
| officers formed themielves into parties; combined in art 


oppofition to the appointment; and offered to refion 


| their commiffions upon the occafion. ‘They alfo coun- 


tenanced the non-commiffioned officers of their line to 


unite in applying to head quarters for certain favors, 


Such conduct contributed to flrengthen and ripen that 


- difpofition which produced the revolt. The language 


which the officers of rank talked upon thefe occafions; 
“Vien. LV; 
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a 1781. within the hearing of the injured foldiers, was not un- 
4 a noticed ; but was applied to direét the conduct of the 

i latter, while it cherifhed their difcontent: fo that the 

ah revolt would have taken place before, had the oppor- 
ee tunity and profpect of fuccefs been equally favorable. 
ahi To the capital grievance abovementioned muft be added 
| i * e=the total want of pay for near twelve months-—the 
| want of clothing—and not unfrequently the want of 

provifion beyond defcription, A further aggravation 
ei was produced by the arrival in camp of a deputation 
from the:Pennfylvania ftate with 600 half joes, to be 
i given, three...to each man, as a bounty to each of the 
a fix months levies (whofe time was then expiring) that 
| would inlift again for the war. This was too much for 
i the veterans. The commencement of the new year 
ba was to be celebrated, which occafioned the men’s being 
ee charged with more than a common allowance of fpirit. 
SS canes a ne operation of this upon the animal frarne, and the 
He other circumftances confpiring, the Pennfylvania Jine 
le mutinied. ‘The whole, except three regiments, upon a 
ik | fional for th ca | turned. out under: arms without 
qi i their officers, and declared for a redrets ‘of erievances. 
Gen. Wayne and te other officers did every thing in 
ee power to quell the tumult. But the treops faid— 

‘ We neither can, nor will be any longer amufed. We | 
are deterrnined, at.every hazard, to march in a body 
to congrefs and ébtain redrefs.” On Wayne’s cocking 
Poe his piftols, there were a Lata ed bayonets at his breaft 
Hat with— We love you, we refpect you, but you are a 
dead man if you fire. Do not miftake us, we are not. 


ee 


going to the enemy: on the contrary, were they now 
to come out, you fhould fee us fight under your orders 
with 
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with as much refolution and alacrity as ever.” Several 1786 


officers were wounded and a captain killed in vainly ar- 
tempting toreduce them. ‘The three regiments paraded 
under their officers; but being called upon by the others 
to join them, and threatened with death in cafe of res 
fufal, and actually fired on, they complied. They then . 
feized upon fix field pieces, and forcing the artillery men. 
whohad not joined them, to do it inftantly, under penalty of 
being every man bayonetted, the mutiny became general. 
They were about 1300, and began their march at night: 
the next day Wayne forwarded provifions after them, to 
prevent the otherwife inevitable depredation which would 
be made on private property. He and three principal 
officers, fuppofed higheft in their efteem, concluded 
upon following and mixing with them, that they might 
aMift with their advice, and prevent outrages. They 
_ were civilly received, and acquired much of the confi- 
“dence of the mutineers, Thefe however eleSed tem- 
porary officers from their own body; and appointed a 
fergeant major, who had formerly deferted from the Bri- 
tifh army, to be their commander. They marched 
through the country with greater regularity and good con- 
duct, and did lefs damage, than could have been ex- 
pected. By the third day they were at Princeton. — 
When the news of their revolt. reached gen. Wath- 
ington, the Pennfylvania government, and the congrefs, 
they were all much alarmed, left the example fhould 
prove infectious. The commander in chief concluded 
upon fending off immediately a proper perfon to the 
-eaftern ftates, to enforce upon them the doing of fome- 
thing without delay for the relief and comfort of their 
tefpective lines. Hard money was to be found in the 
Bhs eee Ore iA hands 


Pa@) 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


4781. hands of but one officer, fufficient for the expences of 


the journey, which could not be otherwife performed 
with a‘ {peed anfwerable to the emergency. Gén. Knox 
had obtained a fmall quantity, which was deftined for 
the procurement of thofe family fupplies which he mutt 
otherwife have wanted. ‘This annexed to his other qua- 
lifications, made him the beft and the only agent that 
gen. Wafhington could employ. 
in the fervice, notwithftanding its being the depth of 


He readily engaged 


winter, and carried with him a letter of January the sth, 
wherein his excellency faid—* It is vain to think an 
army can be kept together much longer, under fuch a 
variety of fufferings as ours have experienced ; and un- 
lefs fome immediate and fpeedy meafures are adopted 
to furnifh at leaft three months pay to the troops, in 
money which will be of fome value to them ; ‘and at the 
fame time ways and means are devifed to clothe and 
feed them better (more regularly I mean) the worft that 
can befall us may be expected. I refer you to gen. 
Knox, &c.”’ His fuccefs was fuch, that Wafhington 
wrote to him about a month after—-“* The ftates whofe 


determinations you report, have done themfelves honor 


by their liberality, and by their ready attention to the 
object of your miffion.” 

When Sir Henry Clinton received intelli lligence of the 
revolt, he left no means untried thaf nbould rurn it. to 
the advantage of the Britifh. He fent two {pies by way 
of Amboy, and two of Elizabeth town (all Americans) 
to treat as agents from himfelf with the mutineers. The 
laft two were counter-{pies; who gave information of 
the others upon being defignedly taken up; and had the 
propofals with which they were intrufted taken from 

A. - them. 
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them. The two that got fafe to Princeton carried fimi- 


lar ones to the revolters, viz. “to be taken under the — 


protection of the Britifh covernment—to have a free 
pardon for all paft offences—to have the pay due to them 
from conerefs faithfully paid, without any expectation of 
military fervice in return, although it would be received 
if voluntarily offered—and to lay down their arms, and 
return to their allegiance.” It was recommended to 
--them to move ‘behind the South river, when a body of 
Britith troops fhould be in readinefs for their protec- 
tion as foon as defired. -They were requefted to fend 
perfons to Amboy, to meet others who would be ap- 
pointed by Sir Henry, to difcufs and fettle the treaty, 
and bring matters to a final conclufion. Mean while, 
the Britifh general pafled over to Staten Ifland, with a 
large body of troops, and took the neceflary meafures 
for moving them to the continent, whenever circum- 
ftances might require their adting. Clinton’s propolals 
were rejected, and his mefiengers feized and delivered 
up to gen, Wayne, who put them under guard.. Soon 
after, a committee of the Pennfylvania council repaired 
to Princeton to meet the foldiery. They agreed to the 


difinifion of all whofe terms of inliftment were com- 


pleted; and precipitately admitted as proof the oath of 
the party to be benefitted; fo that a great number frau- 
dulently procured difcharges, and about one half of the 
line was difmiffed before the whole bufinefs was con- 


4 


remained. ‘The revolters marched from Princeton to 


that place on the gth. ‘The next day the two {pies were Jan. 


aad and executed.. By the rth matters were fo ad- 
Cae jufted, 


cluded, which happened not for fome days. A com-_ 
mittee of congrefs came as far as ‘Trenton, and there 
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1781, jufted, that the comimittee of congrefs returned to Phi- 


ladelphia, The fame day congrefs agreed upon a cir- 
cular letter to the ftates. ‘They mentioned in it, that 
an immediate provifion for the pay of the army was in- 
difpenfably neceflary. They eftimated the fum to be 
forwarded by the refpective ftates from Pennfylvania to 
New ho afitie inclufive, at 879,342 dollars, It was 
calculated on fix months pay in fpecie value; and the 
advance of one half without delay, and the remainder 
byt ine firft of the following April, were ftrongly urged. 
e fuccefs of the Pennfylvania revolters encouraged 
about 160 of the Jerfey brigade to feek redrefs in a 
{imilar way on the 20th of the fame month. ‘Their 
number was not alarming, A temporizing condu& was 


no longer needful. Obedience might be’ enforced with 


fafety. The American general, Robert Howe, was fent 
off with a large detachment from the main army, with 
orders to compel the mutineers to unconditional fub- 
miffion, and to liften to no terms while they were ina 
ftate of refiftance, arid on their reduction infta itly to 
execute a few of the moft active and incendiary leaders 

for gen, Washington preferred any extremity to a com- 
promife. When he arrived, inftant fubmiffion was re- 
quired; and the two ringleaders were direétly taleen, 
tried, and executed, The Britifh wifhed to benefit by 
this revolt; and finite propofais by one Woodroff; 
but he inftantly delivered them to the American officers. 
hus were the high hopes which Clinton had entertained 
from the revolt of the Pennfylvania line, completely 
bafiled : wh ile 2 a ftriking inftance prefented itfelf of the 
preyarling ee € difpofition of the fuffering eehak: 

with refpect to the Britith government, ~ “ 


Pre. 
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Previous to thefe military convulfions congrefs had 1751 


taken a ftep, frora which they promifed themfelves fu- 
ture relief, though it could not be obtained immediate- 
ly. They had on the 23d of December, commuiffioned 
lieut. col. John Laurens, as fpecial minifter at the court 
of Verfailles, to procure the wanted aids. Two days 
before, they directed the prefident to write to the mini- 
- fters plenipotentiary at Verfailles and Madrid, defiring 
ther to apply to the courts at which they re{pectively 
refide, to ufe means for obtaining the releafe and ex- 
change of the honorable Henry Laurens, [the lieut. co- 
lonel’s father] the news of whofe commitment to the 
Tower had reached them. Means were taken to im- 
prefs the chevalier de la Luzerne with a fenfe of the ca- 
lamitous fituation in which the United States were, that 
fo his information might add weight to the colonel’s ne- 
gotiation. Gen. Greene faid to him in a letter of Jan. 
the 9th—“ If France lends not a fpeedy aid to this dif- 
treffed people, I fear the country will be for ever loft.” 
The commander in chief furnifhed the colonel with the 


following thoughts on the 15th of January.‘ ‘To me Jan, 


it appears evident:—1. That confidering the diffuted 
population of thefe ftates, the confequent difficulty of 
drawing together its refources, the compofition and sem- 
per of part of its inhabitants, the want of a fufficient 
ftock of national ftreneth as a foundation for revenue, 
and the almott total extinGtion of commerce, the efforts 
we have been compelled to make for carrying on the 
war, have exceeded the natural abilities of this country 
and by degrees brought it to a crifis, which renders im- 
mediate efficacious fuccours from abroad indifpenfable to 
its fafety :—2. That, notwithftanding trom the confu- 
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478% fon always attending a revolution, from our having had 


governments to frame, and every fpecies of civil and 
military inftitution to create, from that inexperience ne- 
ceflarily incident to a nation in its commencement, fome 
errors may have been committed in the adminiftration 
of our finances, to which a part of our embarrafiments 
are to be attributed ; yet they are principally to be af- 
cribed to an eflential defect of means, to the waht of a 
fufficient ftock of wealth, as mentioned in the firft ar. 
ticle, which continuing to operate, will make it impof- 


‘fible, by any merely interior exertions, to extricate our- 


felves from thofe embarraffiments, reftore public credit, 
and furnifh the funds requifite for the fupport of the 


“war:—3. That experience has demoniftrated the imprac- 


ticability long to maintain a paper credit without funds 
for its redemption :—4. That the mode which for want 
of money has been fubftituted for fupplying the army, 


by ailefling a proportion of the produces of the earth,’ 


has hitherto been found ineffectual ; :—5. That from the 
beft eftimates of the annual expence of the war, and 
the annual revenues which thefe ftates are capable 
of affording, there is a large balance to be fupplied by 
credit. ‘Ehe refource of domeftic loans is inconfider- 
able:—6. That the patience of the army is now nearly 
exhaufted, which demonftrates the abfolute pceetiNy of 
a fpeedy relief, a relief not within the compafs of our 
means :—7. That the people | being diffatisfied with the 
mode of fupporting the war, oe actually felt in the 
profecution of it may weaken the fentiments which be- 
gan it:~-8. That from all the foregoing confiderations, 
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be a foundation for fubftantial arrangements of finance, 178. 


to revive public credit, and give vigor to future opera- 
tions; fecondly, the vaft importance of a decided effort 


of the allied arms on this continent the enfuing cam- 


paign, to effectuate once for all the great objects of the 
alliance, the liberty and independence of thefe ftates :-— 
9. That next to a loan of money a conftant fuperiority 
on thefe coafts is the objet moft interefting :—10, That 
an additional fuccour of troops would be extremely de- 
firable:—11. That no nation will have it more in its 


- power to repay what it borrows than this: our debts are 


hitherto fmall.—The people are difcontented, but it is 
with the feeble and oppreffive mode of conducting the 
war, not with the war itfelf A large majority are ftill 
firmly attached to the independence 6 thefe ftates.””’ To 
Dr. Franklin the general wrote the fame day—“ To me 
nothing appears more evident, than that the period of 
our oppofition will very fhortly arrive, if our allies can- 
not afford us that effectual aid, particularly in money 
and a naval fuperiority, which is now folicited.” To 
what pur pofes fuch fuperiority was to be applied, a let- 
ter of the 10th of February declared, which faid—* In 
the conference between count de Rochambeau and my- 
felf it was agreed, that if by-the aid of our allies we 
can have a naval fuperiority through the next campaign, 
and an army of thirty thoufand men (or double the 
force of the enemy at New York and its dependencies) 


early enough in the feafon to operate in that quarter, to - 


prefer itto every other object’; and applications have 
been made to the court of France in this fpirit. If 
we fhould find ourfelves unable to undertake this more 
capital expedition ; and it we have means equal to it, 
WE 
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17%0. we fhall attempt a fecondary object. The reduction of 


Charleftown, Savannah, &c. may come into contem- 
plation.” The profpe& of giving relief to the fouthern 
{tates, by an operation againft New York, was the prin- 
cipal inducement for propofing it. | 
The fouthern operations have been peculiar. Before 
they are related, let it be remarked, that when gen. 
Gates pafied through Richmond on his way home, the 
Virginia houfe of delegates on December the 28th 
*“ Relolved, nemine’contradicente, That a committee of 
four be appointed to wait on major general Gates, and 
to aflure him of the high regard and efteem of this 
houfe :—That the remembrance of his former glorious. 
fervices cannot be obliterated by any reverfe of fortune, 
but that this houfe, ever mindful of his great merit, 
will omit no opportunity of teftifying to the world the 
gratitude which, as a member of the American union, 


this country owes to him in his military character.” To 


this refolve, when communicated by the committee of 
four, the general anfwered the fame day— Sirs, I thall 
ever remember with the utmoft gratitude, the high 
honor this day done me, by the honorable the houfe of 
delegates of Virginia, When I engaged in the noble 
caule of freedom and the United States, I devoted my- 
{elf entirely to the fervice of obtaining the great end of 
heir union. That I have been once unfortunate is my 
great mortification; but let the event of my future fer- 
vices be what they may, they will, as they always have 
been, be directed by the moft faithful integrity, and 
animated by the trueft zeal for the honor and intereft 
of the United States,” 

When 
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When gen. Greene entered upon his command, he 178¢ 
found himfelf under the greateft embarrafiments. ‘The 
numerous whig militia that had been kept on foot in 
North Carolina, had laid wafte almoft all the country. 
| The troops were deftitute of every thing neceflary ei- 
ther for their comfort or convenience. ‘The men were 
naked; there were no magazines; and the army was 
| fubfitted by daily collections. Every thing depended 
) “upon opinion; and it was equally dangerous for him to 
go forward or to ftand fill; for if he loft the confidence 
of the people, he loft all fupport; and if he rufhed on 
to danger, all was hazarded. The .impatience of the 
people to drive of the enemy; if regarded, would pre- 
cipitate him into a choufand misfortunes, ‘I'he mode 
of conducting the war, moft to the liking of the inha- 
bitants, was the leaft likely to effec their falvation *. 
| By the genuine returns on the 8th of December, it ap- 
pears, that the infantry then ferving under Greene were, 
rank and file, prefent and fit for duty 1482, and on 
command 547, in all 2029; of thefe 821 were conti- 


nentals, and 1208 militia. Add to thefe go cavalry, 
6o artillery, and 128 continentals on extra fervice, and 
his whole operative force was 2307. The fewnefs of 
his troops, the nature of the country, filled with woods 
and fwamps, and thinly inhabited, the toryifm of num- 
bers, and the want of magazines, led the general to 
conclude on a partizan war. He confidered the maxims 
of European generals, but was far from confining him- 
felf to them; for he obferved that however they might 
| fuit that part of the world, they were not adapted to the 
place where he was to act, only in certain circumftances, 
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*75% to which when they occurred, he meant to be attentive. _ 
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On his arrival at camp, he leatned that the troops had 
made a practice of going home without permiffion, ftay- 
ing weeks and then returning. Determined to {top fuch 
a dangerous cuftom, the general gave out that he would 
make an example of the firft deferter of the kind he 
caught ; and one was accordingly fhot at the head of the 
army drawn up to be fpectators of the punifhment. At 
night he fent officers round the camp to liften to the 
tall of the foldiers, and was happy to find that the mea- 
fure had taken its defired effeét, and that the language 
of the men was only—“< We.mutft not do as we have 
been ufed to: it is new lords new laws.” But it was a 
mortification to him to learn from another quarter, that 


by the folly or treachery of thofe who had the charge of - 


the prifoners taken at King’s Mountain, all except about 
130 had been enlarged upon different conditions; by 
which he loft upward of 600 men, who would have been 


of the utmoft importance in an exchange with lord Corn- 


wallis. His lordthip on the 1ft of December addreffed 
to him the following note—* I think it proper to repre- 
{ent to you, that the officers and men taken at King’s 
Mountain, were treated with an inhumanity fearcely cre- 
dible. I find myfelf under the difagreeable neceflity of 
making fome retaliation for thofe unhappy men, who 
were fo cruelly and unjuftly put to death at Gilbert. 
town.’ Gen. Greene anfwered to it on the 17th I 
am too much a ftranger to the tranfaCtions at Gilbert- 
town to reply fully to that fubject. They mutt have 
been committed before my arrival in the department, 
and by perfons under the charaéter of volunteers, who 
were independent of the army, However, if there was 
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any thing done in that affair contrary to the principles 1780. 
_ of humanity and the law of nations, and for which they 
| had not the conduét of your army as a precedent, I fhall 
be ever ready to teftify my difapprobation of it—~The 
- firft example was furnifhed on your part, as appears by the 
| Jift of unhappy fufferers enclofed ; and it might have been 
expected, that the friends of the unfortunate fhould fol- 
dow it—Punifhing capitally for a breach of military pa- 
fole is a feverity, that the principles of modern war will 
not authorize, unlefs the inhabitants are to be treated as 
a conquered people, and fubject to all the rigor of mi- 
litary government.—The feelings of mankind will for 
ever decide, when the rights of humanity are invaded. 
- JT leave them to judge of the tendency of your lordihip’s 
order to lieut. col. Balfour after the action near Camden, 
of lord Rawdon’s proclamation, and of Tarleton’s lay- 
ing wafte the country and diftreffine the inhabitants, 
_ who were taught to expect protection and fecurity, if 
they obferved but a neutrality.—Sending the inhabitants 
of Charleftown to St. Auguftine, contrary to the articles 
of capitulation, is a violation which I have alfo to re- 
prefent, and which I hope your lordfhip will think your- 
felf bound to redrefs.” ‘The lift referred to was this— 
&« William Stroud and Mr. Dowel, executed near Rocky 
Mount, without a trial, by order of lieut. col. Turnbull. 
Richard Tucker, Samuel Andrews, and John Miles, 
hanged in Camden by order of lord Cornwallis. Mr. 
Johnfon hanged fince the action of Black Stocks, by 
lieut. col. Tarleton. About thirty perfons hanged at 
Augutfta by col. Brown. . Adam Cufack hanged at Pee-_ 
dee by one col, Mills.” : aches . 
Soa ; 7 General 
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30. General Greene perceiving that he could not bring 


provifions to his army from any diftance, refolved to 
march his army to the provifions. The country about 
Charlotte, and from thence to Camden, was exhaufted, 
having been long the fcene of military operations. The 
river Peedee afforded the neareft fupply ; and what was 
a confiderable inducement to repair thither, the cane- 
brakes in that part of the country afforded good paf- 
turage for the horfes. The only difficulty was, that the 
fituation propofed to be taken was more diftant from 
the enemy than Charlotte; and the general hefitated 
about making his firft motion retrograde. ‘The confi- 
dence of the enemy, the diffidence of his troops, and 
the defpair of the people, might all be excited by fuch a 
manoeuvre. Such was his dilemma, that he muft cither 
relinquifh a confiderable part of the country, or divide 
his {mall force fo as to render each part too inconfiderable 
for the defence of it. He faw the danger of feparating 
his force, but was obliged to fubmit to neceflity. . Bri- 
gadier general Morgan, who was invefted with the com. 
mand of the light troops by gen. Gates, was continued 
in that command by Greene; and the corps was com- 
pleted by frefh draughts from the line to 300 infantry 


under lieut. col. Howard, 170 Virginia riflemen under 


major Triplett, and about 70 light dragoons under lieut, 
col. Wafhington. The light troops were detached to 
the weftward of the Wateree into South Carolina, to 
watch the motions. of the enemy at Wynfborough and 
Camden, and to fhift for themfelves, They took their 
pofition in the weftern extremity of the {tate on the 2 sth 
of December. | 


The 
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_ The command of the North Carolina militia devolved 14. 
on brigadier Davidfon, brigadier Smallwood haying ob. 
tained leave to go home. Gen Marion was engaged in 
-ftimulating his countrymen in the lower parts of South 
Carolina; in keeping the tories in awe ; in watching the 
enemy at their potts of Charleftown, George-town, and 

| neighbouring places ; and in gaining intelligence. 
General Greene with the remainder of his army,: con- 
fitting of the continental brigade under coliy Qin Wale 
liams, and the Virginia militia brigade under gen. Ste- 
vens, with the artillery and a very few horfe, marched 
from Charlotte on the 2oth, and arrived at Hicks’s.‘ 
Creek on the eaft fide of the Peedee on the 26th, where it 
he remained for fome time. Here the {pirit of plun- 
dering which prevailed among the inhabitants added 
much to his difficulties. The whole country, was. in 
danger of being laid waite by the whigs and tories, who 


purfued, deftroyed and killed each other, wherever they 
met, with as much relentlefs fury as beafts of prey. He 
regretted, that moft people appeared to be in purfuit 
of revenge, private gain, or perfonal glory *. 

Morgan on the 27th detached Wafhington with his 
dragoons, and about 200 militia, who marched 40 miles 
on the 28th, and the next day furprifed a body of tories 
in Ninety Six, about 150 of whom were killed and 
woundéd, and 40 made prifoners, and a number of horfes 
taken, without any lof on the part of the Americans. 
Major M‘Dowal, with 190 North Carolina militia, and 
éol. Pickens with about 70 South, joined the light troops. 
Pickens had lately efcaped from captivity in Ninety Six, 
where his great worth and popularity influenced many 
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1781. to adhere to the American caufe. On the 8th of Jas 


Jan. 


52. 


nuary Greene fent word to Morgan, that the enemy had 
a movement in contemplation; and eleven days after, 
forwarded fome advice which will foon be mentioned. 
Greene had in camp at Hicks’s Creek, prefent and 
fit for duty, 650 continentals, a detachment of 303 Vir- 
ginia troops, and 157 Maryland ftate troops, in all 1r10,: 
Lhe next day col. Lee’s partizan legion arrived from 
the northward. The corps confifted of about one hun- 
dred horfemen well mounted, and one hundred and 
twenty infantry. On the 13th the legion was detached 
on a fecret expedition. To take off the attention of 
the enemy and favor the enterprife, major Anderfon was 
fent with a fmall command down the Peedee. Lee 
pufhed on for George-town, which he furprifed the 24th 
at night. Lieut. col. Campbell was taken in his quar- 
ters and paroled; feveral other officers alfo were ‘made 
prifoners and paroled. Major Irwin and a number niore 
of the garrifon were killed; but the principal part fled 
to the fort, which Lee was not in a condition to befiece. 
While this enterprife was carrying on, the enemy aimed 
a blow at Morgan. Greene before he heard of Mor- 
gan’s fuccefs, wrote to him on the 1 gth of January— 
“The Peedee rofe 25 feet the laft week in 30 hours. 
Put nothing to the hazard. A retreat may be difagree- 
able, but is not difgraceful. Regard not the opinion’ 
of the day. It is not our bufinefs to rifk too much.” 
General Leflie in comphance with his orders, left 
Virginia, and arrived at Charleftown with his troops on 
the 13th of December: on the roth he began his march 
up the country with about 1530 men, to join lord 


Cornwallis, which was effected without dificulty, On 


the 
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Carolina. He withed to drive gen. Morgan from his 
| ftation, and to deter the inhabitants from joining him. 
The execution of this bufinefsS was intrufted to lieut. 
col. Tarleton; who was detached with the light and le- 
gion infantry, the fufileers, the firtt battalion of the 7 ait 
regiment, about 350 cavalry, two field pieces, and an 
| adequate proportion of men from the royal artillery, up- 


a progrefs of fome days, by fatiguing marches, at about 
ten o'clock on the evening of the 16th of January, 
reached the ground which Morgan had quitted but a 
few hours before. The purfuit recommenced by two 
o'clock the next morning, and was rapidly continued 
through marfhes and broken grounds till day light, when 
the Americans were difcovered in front. ‘Two of their 
videttes were taken foon after, who gave information 
that Morgan had halted and prepared for a¢tion, at a 
place called the Cowpens, near Pacolet river. The Bri- 
tith, befide their field pieces, had the fuperiority in in- 
fantry, in the proportion of five to four, and in cavalry 
of more than three to one. Befide, nearly two thirds 
lof the troops under Morgan were militia. Morgan had 
obtained early intelligence of Tarleton’s force and ad- 
vances ; and had drawn up his men in two lines. The 
whole of the North and South Carolina militia prefene 
was put under the command of col. Pickens, and form- 
ed the firft line; which was advanced a few hundred 


line confifted of the light infantry under lieut. col. How- 
ard, and the Virginia riflemen. Lieut. col. Wafhington, 
Vou. IV, D with 


_watd of g1roo in the whole. This detachment, after 


yards before the fecond, with orders to form on the 
right of the fecond when forced to retire. The fecond 


oy 


the rith of January his lordthip advanced toward North: 178 
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with his cavalry, and about forty-five militiamen, mount 
ed and equipped with twords, under lieut. col. M‘Call, 
were drawn up at fome diftance in the rear of the whole: 
The open wood in which they were formed, was nei- 
ther fecured in front, flank or rear. Without the delay 
of a fingle moment, and in deipite of extreme fatigue, 
the light legion infantry and fufileers were ordered to 
form in line. . Before the order was executed, and while 
major Newmarth, who commanded the latter corps, was 
potting his officers, the line though far from complete, 
was led to the attack by Tarleton himfelf “The Bri- 


4 


tifh advanced with a a fhout, and poured in an. incefiant 


fire of mufketry. Col. Rages directed the mulitia not 
to fire til the Britifh were within forty or fifty yards, 
This order, though executed with great firmnefs and 
fuccefs, was not fufficient to repel the enemy. ‘The 
American militia gave way on all quarters. The Bri. 
tifh advanced rapidly, and engaged the fecond line. The 
bait bis ae an obftinate conflict, were compelled 
to retreat to the cavalry. Col. Ogilvie, with his troop 
of forty men, had been ordered to charge the right flank 
of the Americans, and was engaged in cutting down the 
militja ; but being expofed to a heavy fire, and charged 

at the fame time cute Wafthington’s dragoons, was forced 
to retreat in confufion. A great number of the Britifh 
infantry officers ie ie fallen, and nearly a proporti- 
onable one of privates. Lhe remainder being too few 
and too much fatigued, could not improve ie advan= 
tage gained over the cont inentals » and Tarleton’s legion 
cavalry ftanding aloof inftead of advancing, lieut. col. 
Howard feized the favorable opportunity, rallied the 
continentals, and charged with axed bayonets, nearly at . 
| 3 the 
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ful attack. The example was inftantly followed by the 
militia. Nothing could exceed the aftonifhment of the 
-Britith, occafioned by thefe unexpected charges. Theii 
advance fell back, and communicated a panic to others, 
which foon became general. Two hundred and fifty 
horfe which had not been engaged, fled through the 
woods with the utmoft precipitation, bearing down fuch 
officers as oppofed their flight; and the cannon were 
foen feized by the Americans, the detachment from the 


train being either killed or wounded in their defence. 


‘The greateft confufion now followed among the infan-~ 
try. In the moment of it lieut. col. Howard called to 
them to lay down their arms, and promifed them good 
quarters. Some hundreds accepted the offer, and fur- 
rendered. The firft battalion of the 71ft regiment, and 
two Britifh light infantry companies laid down their arms 
to the American militia. The only body of infantry 
that efcaped, was a detachment left at fome diftance to: 
guard the baggage. arly intelligence of their defeat 
‘was conveyed to the officer commanding that corps by, 
fome royalifts. What part of the baggage could not be 
carried off he immediately deftroyed; and with his men 
mounted on the waggon and fpare horfes, hé retreated 
to lord Cornwallis. . The BGritifh had 10 commiffioned: 
officers, and upward of 100 rank and file killed. -Two 
hundred wounded, 29 commifiioned officers, and abdve 
500 privates prifoners, fell into-the hands of the Ame= 
ricans, befide two pieces of artillery (firft taken from the 
Britifh at Saratoga, then retaken by them at Camden, 
and now recovered by. the Americans) two ftandards, 800 
mufkets, 35 baggage waggons;. and upward of 100 dra« 
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Wathington purfued ‘Tarleton’s cavalry | 

bat the far greater part of them ef-| 
caped. They joined their army in two feparate divi-|} | 
fions. One arrived in the neighbourhood of the Britith | ! 


for feveral miles 


H 
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noe upon the evening of the fame day; the] 


other under Tarleton appeared the next morning. Al- || 
though Tarleton’s corps had waged a moft cruel war-|, 
fare, and their progrefs had been marked with burn. 
ings and devaftations, not a man of them was. killed, | 
wounded, or even infulted after he had firmandlekerd 4 | 
The Americans had only twelve men killed and | 


wounded. [ 

General Morgan, together with his officers and troops, { 
have juftly obtamed the univerfal applaufe of their coun | 
trymen. The glory and importance of the a€tion have | 
refounded from one end of the continent to the other. 
The defponding friends of America in the fouthern ftates . 
were re-animated ; and enjoyed a feeming refurreétion . 


from the dead. ‘When it was known by conerefs that | 
the fouthern army had fafely croffed the Dan into Vir- 
ginia, they returned on the gth of March the thanks of 
the United States to gen. Morgan, and the officers and , 
men under his command. ‘They refolved alfo to honor’ 
the general with a gold medal, col. Wafhington with a 
filver one, col. Howard with another, and col, Pickens 
with a fword. iin 
Several of the Britifh officers cenfure Tarleton for 
not halting his troops before he engaged, that fo they. . 
might have been refrefhed, and time have been given . 
for the detachment with the baggage, together with bat- | 
mién and officers fervants to come up and join in the. 
aétion. They charge him with un-officer-like impetu- 
: ofity 
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perly formed, and before the referve had taken its 
ground. They pronounce him guilty of an error in 


omitting to give difcretionary powers to the commander 
‘of the referve to advance, when the front line was in 
| purfuit of the militia ; but chiefly in not bringing up a 
‘column of cavalry to fupport and i improve the advan- 
tages he had gained when the American infantry were 
compelled to retreat. Tarleton’s impetuous attacks had 
Janfwered in former inftances: but in the prefent action, 


ne did not furprife his enemy; and engaged an officer, 


— 


Morgan, who had faced the troops under Burgoyne, and 
ferved under Wafhington and Gates, | 
1) + Lord Cornwallis, with the expectation of regaining 


tantly concluded on a purfuit. Morgan, aware of the | 
; confequences of delay, fent on the militia with the pri-~ 


‘ear with his cavalry and regular infantr ‘a Cornwallis, 
hat he might march With“ more éafe and rapidity, on 


ageace ; ‘and evén “all the wagoons, except ‘thofe with 


rth were referved empty. for the ‘fick: and wounded. 
Che fame day, Greené ordered Stevens to march with his ~ 
rigade of Virginia militia (whofe time was nearly expired) 
|by way of Charlotte, andtakethe prifoners on under his care 
Jo Charlotte Ville i in Virginia, to which place Morgan had — 
nftructions to fend them. ~ Greene concluded that being 
refent with Morgan,” he could fo order the m ovements 
if both divifions for forming a jan&ion, AS would excel 
Pe diveétions which could cotherwile be given. He 


oy cea Bi therefore 


‘the prifoners, and of demolithing Morgan’s corps, in= 
Yoners, and to cover their retreat manceuvred in their _ 


he asth of January; begat’ to deftroy all his fuperfluous as 


| iofpital ftores, falt and ammu nition, and four others — 


hua 


ofity in directing the line to advance before it was pros sires 
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:78r. therefore left the camp at Hicks’s Creek, under the 
command of gen, Huger and col. Otho Williams, and 
fet forward on the 28th, attended by one aid de camp 
and two or three militia men, armed and mounted. 

De The firft inteligence he gained on his route was, that 

Cornwallis was marching after Morgan with great expe- 

dition. His lordfhip gained upon the latter, after the 
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deftruction of his baggage, Greene immediately fent 
off an exprefs to Huger and Williams, with directions 
for them to march with all poffible difpatch to form a 
junction with the light troops at Charlotte or Salifbury, 
as circumftances would admit. They marched the next 
Jan. day. Greene proceeded ; and on the 31ft, after a journey | 
3!- of 150 miles, joined the light troops encamped at Sher- 
rard’s Ford, on the north fide of the Catawba. They had’ 
et reached the Catawba on the 28th; and by the evening: 
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ef the next day they and their prifoners had paffed it ' 
i without any difficulty. About two hours after Morgan - 
7 had croffed, the Britifh advance arrived. It rained hard. | 
that night, and the river rofe fo high as to prevent lord)! 

Wes Cornwallis’s getting over. The rife was owing chiefly} 
oe to the rains which had fallen before m the mountains.9/ 
| Had the rife taken place a few hours earlier, Morgan}! 
it - with his whole detachment and five hundred prifoners, 
Rie would {carcely have had a chance of efcaping. His}! 
lordihip could not crofs for two days; which gave an 
opportunity of fending the prifoners forward with fafety. 
The arrival of gen. Greene was no lefs providential than | 
the rife of the river. Gen. Morgan was for retreating! | 
over the mountains, a Bigetare route from what 
Greene propofed. He was fo attached to his own opi-" 
pion, that he declared he would not be anfwerable for” 


“ confe- 
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raid 
-eonfequences if it was not ‘followed. Greene replied — 1481. 
« Neither will you; for I fhall take the meafure upon 
myfelf;” and gave directions accordingly. The event 

has fhown, that the other route muft have proved fatal; 

and that the junction of the light troops with the main 
army under Huger and Williams could not have been 
effected by it. As foon as the paflage of the Catawba was 
practicable, Cornwallis made Micsinans for croffing. 
The more effectually to deceive the Americans he made 

a feint of paffing at different fords: but the real attempt Feb, 
was made early in the morning of the 1ft of February, ' 
at a ford near M‘Cowan’s. Gen. Davidfon, with about 

300 militia, arrived at this poft the evening before. 
Greene, apprehenfive of Cornwallis’s real intention, ad- 
‘vifed Davidfon to encamp his troops clofe in with the 
fide of the river, that he might be ready to give the 


enemy a vigorous oppofition. The advice was neglected. 
Davidfon ftationed only a fmall number on the bank,- 
while the main body was at a diftance. The party on 
the bank made what oppofition they could to the Britifh; 
who marched through the river upward of five hundred 
yards wide, and about three feet deep, without return- 
ing their fire, till after landing. The firing brought 
Davidfon.toward the fpot. But the Britith were formed; 
and he was foon fhot dead in attempting to make a more 
effectual oppofition to them. The militia throughout 
the neighbouring fettlements were now totally difpirited. 
Few of them could be perfuaded to take or keep the 
field. A fmall party colle€ted about ten miles from the 
ford; but was foon difperfed by Tarleton. All the fords 
were abandoned; and the whole royal army crofied over 
Without any further oppolitien. 
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Britifh under lord Cornwallis and the fleeing Americans 

under gen. Greene. ‘The latter retreated as expediti- 

oufly as poffible, and croffed the Yadkin partly in flats 

| and partly by fording, on the 2d and 3d of the month, 

hi and fecured the boats on the north fide. ‘Though 

Cornwallis was fo clofe in the rear, as that a fmart firmifh. 

happened between a party of riflemen and his advance, 

yet a want of boats, and the rapid rifing of the river 

| from preceding rains, made _ his crofling impoffible. 

; his fecond hair-breadth efcape was confidered as a freth 

evidence of their being favored by Heaven. They 

viewed it with pious gratitude; and frequently remark- 

ed, that if the rifing of the river had been a few hours 

fooner, Morgan’s whole detachment would have been 

in the power of a greatly fuperior army ; if a few hours 

| later, that Cornwallis would have effeéted his paflage, 

au | fo as to have enabled him to get between the two divi- 

bi fions of the American army, which might have proved 

the deftruction of both. That the Americans fhould 

effect their paflage in two fucceflive inftances, while the 

Britih (whofe advance was often in fight of the Ame- 

: rican rear) were providentially reftrained, affected the 

i devout inhabitants of the neighbouring fettlements with 

an i lively thanks to the Moft High, and added freth vigor 
Hi to their exertions in behalf of their country. 

' Feb, On the sth Greene wrote to Huger—* I intend, if 

5* we can find a good pofition, to prepare to receive the 

enemy’s attack, _It is not improbable, from lard Corn- 

wallis’s pufhing-difpofition, and the contempt he has for 

our army, we may precipitate him into fome capital 

misfortune. If Cornwallis knows his true intereft he will 


hy 


purfue 


ren ey 
A military race now commenced between the purfuings 
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purfue our -army. If he can difperfe that; he completes 1781+ 
the reduction of the ftate; and without it he will do 
nothing to effect.” His lor dihip being obliged to march 
| his troops about 25 miles to the upper fords, which are 
generally paffable, gave time for the junction of the two 
j) divifions of the American army on the 7th, near Gui 
} ford court houfe; circumftances not having admitted 
of its being done either at Charlotte or Salifbury. 

Lord Petaviallis s firft object, that of retorting the 
- fatal blow given by Morgan at the Cowpens and of reco- 
) vering the captives, being fruftrated ; and the Britifh 
army being without tents, and like the Americans, de- 
pendent for fubfiftence on what could be haftily picked 
up by detachments on a rapid march ; it was doubted 
whether his lordfhip would profecute his enterprife fur- 
ther: fo that gen. Greene fpent the 8th of February in 
refrefhing all his regular forces at Guilford court houfe, 
which was much wanted. The light troops had not 
time, after the battle, to take care of the wounded or 
even breathe (furgeons were left on the field) and their 
retréat of 150 miles was effected under difficulties that 
harafied them exceedingly. The retreat of the battalions 
from the Peedee under Huger, was conducted for 100 


~ miles under circumftances requiring the utmoit patience. 


The worft waggons, with the pooreft teams, and moft 
ufelefs part of the baggage, were early fent off by col. 
O. Williams to Hillfborough ; but the beft, and even 
the, artillery, was an encumbrance in: their fituation, 
They were fome times without meat, often without flour, 
and alway without fpirituous liquors. - Notwithftanding 
the wintry feafon, and their having little clothing, they 
were daily reduced to the neceflity of fording deep 

creeks, 
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1781+creeks, and of remaining wet without any change of 


Feb, 
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raiment, till the heat of their bodies and occafional fires 
in the woods, dried their tattered rags. ‘Their route lay 
through a barren country, which {carcely afforded necef- 
faries for a few ftrageling inhabitants. T hey were re- 
tarded by heavy rains, broken bridges, bad roads and 
poor horfes. Many of them marched without thoes 
over the frozen ground, and through flinty roads, which 
fo gafhed their feet, that the blood marked every ftep 
of their progrefs. All thefe hardfhips were endured 
without the lofs of a fingle fentinel by defertion. Lee’s 
partizan legion had undergone extreme fervice, through 
their additional expedition to George Town, 75 miles 
aiftant frora the point where the retreat of the battalions 
commenced. 


Though the toils and fufferings of the Americans ex- 


ceeded, thofe of the royal army were far from trifling. 


The Britith had in common with the others bad roads,. 


heavy rains, a want of cover, deep creeks and rivers 
through which to pafs in the depth of winter: but then 
they were well fupplied in the articles of fhoes and 
clothes. The difficulties and evils arifine from lord 
Cornwallis’s deftroying the fuperfluous baggage and 
waggons were not imall: but they were fubmitted to. 
with the moft general and cheerful acquiefcence, from 
his lordfhip’s fetting the example. 

On the gth of February gen. Greene wrote to gen. 
Sumpter— I fhall avoid a general action if poffible : 
but I am afraid it will not. be in my power. Our force 
is fo fmall and in fuch diftrefS, that I have little to 
hope, and every thing to fear.” The troops prefent 
and fit for ation were 1426, befide riflemen and others, 


amountin g 
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amounting to 397; and 176 cavalry, in all 1999. But 1781. 


they were greatly fatigued, and in general much difpi- 
rited. The forces under Cornwallis (as Greene then 
thought and faid in his letter to gen. Wafhington) con- 
fitted of between 2500 and 3000, including near 300 
‘dragoons and their mounted infantry. Thefe were well 
clothed, amply equipped, and confident of every ad- 
vantage. Inthe morning a council of war was called ; 
of which Greene fent the following account to governor 
Nath of North Carolina— It was the unanimous opi- 
nion of a council of war this day, that it would be in- 
evitable ruin to the army, and no lefs ruinous to the 
American caufe, to hazard a general action: the council 
therefore advifed to our croffing the Dan immediately.” 
The proper meafures were inftantly taken. A light army 
was formed out of col. Lee’s legion, the regular Battalion 
of infantry under col. Howard, the cavalry under col. 
W afhington, and a {mall corps of Virginia riflemen under 
major Campbell, amounting to about 700 men, the 
Gower of the fouthern American army. Gen. Morgan 
being rendered totally unfit for command, or even to 
march with his corps, by the great fatigue he had fuf- 
fered, and the torment he was in with the rheumatifm, 
Greene was embarraffed in the appointment of an officer 
to facceed him. He finally refolved to confer that 
honor upon the deputy adjutant general, co o]. Otho 
Holland Williams, who entered upon his command on 
the roth; when Greene marched with the main army 
from Guilford court houfe toward the Dan, which forms 
the boundary between North Carolina and Virginia. 
Lord Cornwallis well knowing the inferiority of the 
‘American army, conceived hopes of getting between 
‘ Greene 
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4781-Greene and Virginia; -and of. reducing himsto the ne- 


ceffity of either fighting or abandoning his communica- 
tion with that ftate, and likewife of running the rifk of 
being hemmed in between the ereat rivers in-the weft, 
the fea on the eaft, lord Rawdon in‘ the fouth, and the 
main royal army in the north. Fo this end-Cornwallis 
kept the upper country, (where only the rivers are ford- 
able) as -he fuppofed that the Americans could not make 
good their paffage in the deep water from the want of a 
fufficient number of flats. In cafe they attempted it, 
he expected to overtake and force them to an action 
before they could crofs. But the advantages refulting 
from the feafon of the year, and from the face of the 
country, interfected with rivers and creeks, were fo im- 
proved by Greene as completely to baffle his lordfhip. 
. The better to avoid a rapid purfuit, the main and lieht 
army took different routes. The next day the latter 
had a rencounter with the van of the Britifh army, in 
which an officer and half a dozen privates of Tarleton’s 
Jegion were made prifoners, and feveral killed. Fre= 
quent fkirmifhes, and the manceuvres practifed to mif. | 
fead Cornwallis, had the defired effet, and gave Greene © 
time to fend forward his baggage. On the morning of 
the 13th, Greene wrote to Williams—* It is very evi-= 
dent the enemy intend to pufh us in croffing the river.’ 
The night before laft, as foon as I got your letter, I’ 
jent off the baggage and ftores, with orders to crofs as 
faft as they got to the river. The North Carolina mi- 
litia have all deferted us, except about 80 men. Majors 
and ‘captains are among the deferters. You have the 


flower of the army, don’t .expofe the men too much, 


left our fituation fhould grow more critical, Finding 
5 | gen. 
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gen, Lillington had delayed fo much time, as to render 7781. 
our junction critical, I gave him orders to file off to 
} Crofs Creek. I thought his going there at this mo- 
q ment, might keep down the tories; and his reinforce- 


ment would be too inconfiderable to enable us to make 
a ftand, and would only add to our difficulties in getting 
over the river.” The next morning he fent an exprefs fe, 
to him with this note——“¢ 4 o’clock. © Follow our route, 1 
as a divifion of our force may encourage the enemy to — 
pufh us further than they will dare to do, if we are to- 
gether. I have not flept four-hours fince you left me, 
fo great has been my {olicitude to prepare for the wortt. 
T have great reafon to believe, that one of “Tarleton’s 
officers was in our camp the night before laft.’”—Again 
— 2 o’clock in the afternoon. The greater part of 
our waggons, are over, and the troops are croffing.” 
The communication between Greene and Williams clofed 
for the prefent with“ Irwin’s ferry; 2 paft 5 o’cleck. — 
All our troops -are. over,.and the ftage is clear. . The 
infantry will crofs here, the horfe below. Major Hard- 
man has pofted his party in readinefs on this [the fouth] 
fide, and the infantry and artillery are pofted on the 
other, and I am ready to receive and give you a hearty 
welcome,’”’ Greene had the’ pleafure of feeing all the 
light army fafe over that night, though in the day they 
had been pufhed forty miles by Cornwallis’s army, whofe 
- van arrived juft as the American rear had crofled. “The 
next day Greene difpatched the following letters —To- 
governor Jefferfon of Virginia; “ On-the Dan’ river, 
almoft fatigued to death, having -had a retreat’ to con-: 
duct for upward. -ef 200 miles, manceuvring: conftantly 
in.the face of the enemy,, to. give time’ for*the militia 
ese to 


(ae ore eee 


Te Maas eta 


ke = ee 


ee 7S BEF on 2 SS Joe egby 


ToTRE WwST ORY Oo TE 


1781, to turn out and get off our ftores.”—To baron Steuben ; 


* Col. Williams, with the light infantry, lieut. col. 
Lee’s legion, and the cavalry of the 1ft and 3d regi- 
ments, has covered our retreat, and conduéted with 
great propriety in the moft critical firuation. Corn- 
wallis’s movements are fo rapid, that few or no militia 
join us. He marches from 20 to 30 miles in a day; 
and is organized to move with the fame facility as a 
light infantry corps. Should he continue to pufh us, 
we mutt be finally ruined without reinforcements.”’—To 
gen. Wafhington; ‘ The miferable fituation of the 
troops for want of clothing has rendered the march the 
moft painful imaginable, many hundreds of the foldiers 
marking the ground with their bloody feet. The Britith 
army is much ftronger than I had calculated upon in my 
laft. I have not a fhilling of money to obtain intelli- 
gence with, notwithf{tanding my application to Maryland 
for that particular purpofe. Our army is in good fpirits, 
notwithitanding their fufferings and exceffive fatigue.” 
Some days after he informed baron Steuben—“ We 
have been aftonifhingly fuccefsful in our late, great, and 
fatiguing retreat, and have never loft, in one inftance, 
any thing of the leaft value.” It was with inexpreffible 
grief and vexation, that the Britifh difcovered, on the 
1sth, that all their exertions had been in vain, and that 


all their hopes were fruftrated. Lord Cornwallis how-. 


ever had this to confole him, that there was no force in 
North Carolina to prevent the royalifts from making 
good their promile of a general rifing in favor of Britith 
government, 
During the tranfactions above related, gen. Marion 
defended himfelf with a few faithful militia in the fvamps 
and 
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and morafies of the fettlements near Charleftown ; and 178! 
was frequently fallying out from his hiding places, and 
enterprifing fomething in behalf of his country. Hav- 
ing mounted his followers, he infefted the Britifh out-. 
-pofts, intercepted their convoys, deftroyed their ftores, 
beat up their quarters, and fo haraffed them with alarms, 
that they were obliged to be alway upon their guard. 
On the other fide, col. Balfour, who commanded at 
' Charleftown, projected an expedition againft Wilmington 
in North Carolina. A {mall naval force was equipped, 
and major Craig difpatched on the fervice with about 
} 300 foldiers. ‘The troops were landed about nine miles 
) fhort of Wilmington; and the town being abandoned 
| by its defenfive force of about 150 men, was taken 
) without refiflance. It has fince been made a pot of 
| fome ftrength. | 
| Lieut. col. Lee’s legion recrofied the Dan on the 18th, 
agreeable to the wifh of gen. Greene, to watch the mo- 
tions of Cornwailis’s army; which, after having coi- 
lected a quantity of provifion, began on the morning of 
| the 19th to move flowly toward Hillfborough. There. 
his lordfhip erected the royal ftandard, and by procla- pa, 
_mation on the 20th, inviied all his friends to repair to 20 
it: Greene being informed, that numbers had joined 
his lordthip, and that the North Carolinians were re- 
pairing to him in fhoals to make their fubmiffion, was 
| apprehentfive, that unlefs fome f{pirited meafure was im- 
mediately taken, the whole country would be loft to the 
| American caufe. He concluded therefore upon return- 
ing to North Carolina. The light troops recroffed the’ 
| Dan on the 2ift, and on the next day were followed by 
the main body, accompanied with 6co Virginia militia 
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#781 under gen. Stevens. Greene, the more effectually to 


alarm Cornwallis and difcourage the royalifts, rode with 
his aid de camp twenty-one miles toward the enemy 
and within aboet fifteen of his lordfhip. The report of 
his being within that diftance foon reached his lordthip ; 
who inferred that the American army was equally near. 
The light infantry hung round his lordfhip’s quartets, 
while the main army advanced flowly, keeping in view 
the route to the upper parts of the country, the more 
effectually to avoid an ation, and to form a junétion 
with the militia of the Weftern Waters under col. Camp- 
bell and others, who were expected in confiderable 
numbers. 

Lieut. col. Tarleton with the Britifh legion was de- 
tached from Hillfborough, acrofs- the Haw river, to 
major O*Neil’s plantation, to protect a confiderable 
number of royalifts appointed to meet there on the 24th. 
Gen. Pickens and lhieut. col, Lee, who had intelligence 
of Tarleton’s movements, concerted meafures to bring 
him to action. Lee’s cavalry were to attack thofe of 
Tarleton’s command, while Pickens’s militia difperfed 


Feb, the collected royalifts. Thefe happened to be paraded 
25. onthe night of the 2sth, in a long lane leading toward 


O'Neil’s houfe. Lee led his cavalry into the Jane, 
miftaking the royahfts for a part of Pickens’s militia, 
which he fuppofed had arrived there before’ him. After 
he difcovered the diftinguifhing red rag in their hats, 
he with great prefence of mind pafied on, intending’ to 
leave them to the treatment of their countrymen under 
Pickens. When thefe came up, and a firing had com- 
menced between them and the royalifts, Lee with his 
cavalry returned and fell upon the latter; who not having 
feen 
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feen Biarleton’s dragoons, miftook Lee’s cavalry for 1481 
them. While laboring under this miftake, he cut them 
down as they were making ardent proteftations of loy- 
alty, and afferting—*« that they were the very beft friends 
of the king.” A horrid flaughter was made of them, 
between 2 and 300 being cut to pieces,  Tarle- 
ton was refrefhing his legion about a mile from the 
_fcene. Upon hearing the alarm, he ordered his men 
to mount; precipitately recrofled the Haw; and re- 
turned to Hiullfborough. On his -retreat, he alfo cut 
down feveral of the royalifts as they were advancing to 
_ join the Britifh army, miftaking them for rebel militia 
of the country. This event, together with Greene’s 
having recrofled the Dan, broke all Cornwallis’s mea- 
} fures. The tide of public fentiment was now no longer 
} in his favor. The recruiting fervice declined and was 
i f{topped, which had it proceeded a fortnight longer, 
_ would have fo ftrengthened_ his lordfhip, that he muft 
have held the country. The advocates for royal govern- 
| ment were difcouraged, and could not be induced to a& 
with confidence. Confiderable numbers, who were on 
their way to join his lordfhip, returned home to wait 
for further events. 

On the 27th Lord Cornwallis retired from Hillfbo- Feb. 
: rough in two columns. ‘The fame day Lee’s legion and 
Pickens’s militia joined the main body of American light » 
| infantry, which was now confiderably reinforced by vo- 
lunteer horfe and riflemen from Virginia: and the whole 
| corps paffed the Haw (a branch of Cape Fear river) at 
night. Greene, with the main army, augmented by 
the North Carolina militia, croffed it the next morning, 
and marched with all his force toward Allamance. In 
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781+ the evening it was difcovered that Cornwallis, with the 


Britifh army, was near it. The American light in- 
fantry encamped within about three miles of him, and 
Greene halted within feven, on a road leading immedi- 
ately to his lordfhip’s camp. ‘Though Greene meant to 
afflume the moft confident appearance, he confidered 


this fituation extremely ineligible ; as it was in a man- 


ner forcing his lordfhip to action, for which he himfelf 


was by no means prepared: but to retire precipitatel 
prep 3 


would betray his apprehenfions of danger. He hoped. 


that lord Cornwallis meant to retire, though reluctantly, 
to Crofs Creek on Cape Fear river. He therefore wifh- 
ed only to wait on him, and partially te attack him on 
the march, for which the light troops were perfectly 
calculated. Greene’s object was to wear away the time, 
till all the expected reinforcements fhould arrive, and his 
army could be properly organized and prepared for ac- 
tion. On the 2d of March there was a flight fkirmifh 
in the morning, between a detachment under Tarleton 
and a part of the militia under Willams, within one 
mile of the Britifh encampment. 

After various movements of the American hght in- 
fantry, lord Cornwallis taking the advantage of a thick 
fog on the 6th of March, marched early in the morn- 
ing with his whole force, intending to furprife them and 
bring Greene to a general action: but the vigilance of 
the light troops difappointed his lordfhip’s firft hope, and 
then gallantly defeated his fecond. About eight o’clock 
the patroles of Williams’s brigade brought intelligence 
of his lordfhip’s being within two miles of his encamp- 
ment, on the road leading to gen. Piclens’s quarters, 
and from thence to Whitfell’s mul, an important pafs 
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defigns were manifeft, and no time was to be loft. Dif. 
patches went off to apprize Pickens. He being gone 
to head quarters, and licut. col. Lee, who was of that 
brigade and fecond in command, having received infor~ 
mation of his lordfhip’s approach, retired before him. 
~ Col, Williams marched his brigade immediately for 
Whitfell’s mill. The light fkirmifhing of fome fmall 
parties on the flanks of the Britifh army, gained time 
for the removal of certain impediments, fo that a junc- 
tion of the two brigades was formed about a mile from 
the mill. Col. Williams then ordered col. Campbell, 
who had joined the light infantry with a number of rifle- 
-men from the Weftern Waters, and lieut. col. Wafh- 
ington to move flow, and give time for the reft of the 
“troops to gain the pafs, if pofible, without rifking their 
-commands, which was effeéted. A covering party was 


formed of about 150 Virginia militia. The main body 
of the militia paffed firft after the horfes and waggons, 
and formed on the oppofite fide of the water; then the 
regular infantry under lieut. col. Howard; after that 
Lee’s legion, infantry and cavalry. Campbell and Wath. 
angton filed off about half a mile from the mill, crofed 
and rejoined the reft on the other fide of the creek, 
} Col. Webfter, with h about 1000 Britifh infantry, attack. 
Jed the covering party, which gave hima brifk fire, and 
then retired over the fork. The Britith ; infantry follow- 
ed with great precipitation, and met a fevere falute from 
the fire of Campbeli’s nfles and Lee’s legion infantry, 
which were judicioutly difpofed for that purpofe. Web. 
| re ae fupported by the chafleurs and Heffians, and 
: - Beg Corn- 


ce 


on Reedy Fork creek, immediately between the Ameri- 1781« 
} -can light infantry and the main army. His lordthip’s 
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+481, Cornwallis planting his field pieces on commanding 


erounds, difmayed the militia fo manifeftly, that Wil- 
liams gave them orders to retire; and then followed 
“with Howard’s battalion, flanked by a cofmpany of De- 
laware infantry and the infantry of the legion, the whole 
covered by Wafhington’s cavalry. The cavalry of the » 
- jegion covered the baggage and ammunition waggons, | 
‘which accidentally took a different route. Thus ended 
the defigns of lord Cornwallis for that day, which was | 
too far fpent to admit of the execution of any impor- | 
tant manceuvre. The lofs of the Americans was about ) 
50 killed and wounded, that of the Britifh probably 
much greater, as they twice fuftained the unexpected | 
fire of the former. Col. Williams retired three miles, || 
and formed to await the enemy; but as they did not ad- i 
vance he proceeded further, and encamped that even- 
ing about feven miles from the place of action. It may 
be thought worthy of being recorded, that —"s 
fergeant major, and Mr. Lunsford, quarter matter fer- 
| 
1 


geant of the 3d American regiment of dragoons, two 
fpirited young fellows, being feparately detached with 
each four dragoons, as parties of obfervation on the re- | 
treat; faw 16 or 18 horfemen of the Britifh army in. 
new levy uniforms ride into a farm-houfe yard in an a | 
regular manner 5 and fome of them difmounted. They. 
inftantly joined their fmall force, feized the occafion, » 
charged the horfemen, and in fight of the Britifh legion, 
which was on the contrary fide of the fence, cut every | 
man down, and then retired without a {car. | 
While Greene was really unequal to even defenfive | 
operations, and waited to have his army ftrengthened, | 
he lay for feven days within ten miles of Cornwallis’ “| | 


camp ’ | 
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camp: but he took a new pofition every night; andr: 
kept it as a profound fecret with himfelf where the next 
was to be; fo that his lordfhip could not gain intelli- 
gence of his fituation in time to avail himfelf of it. 
During thefe manceuvres Greene was often obliged 
to afk bread of the common foldiers, having none of 
his own. Cornwallis made a ftroke at him twice, but 
raiffed his aim. At length Greene was reinforced, with 
another brigade of militia from Virginia under gen. Law- 
fon, and two from North Carolina under gens. Butler 
and Eaton, and 400 regulars raifed for 18 months: 
this enabled him to diflulve the conftitution of the light 
army on the roth. ‘The fame day he wrote to gov. Mar. 
Jefferfon—« Hitherto I have been obliged to practife ce 
that by finefle, which I dared not to attempt by force. | 
know the people have been in anxious fufpenfe, waiting. 
the event of a general action: but be the confequence 
of cenfure what it may, nothing fhall hurry me into a 
meafure, that is not fuggefted by prudence, or connects 
not with it the intereft of the fouthern department.” 
Lord Cornwallis not immediately urging his plan of 
bringing on a general aétion, but moving toward New 
Garden, alias the Quaker meeting-houfe, gave Greene 
the opportunity of arranging his army a-new, and of 
making every preparation for an engagement. This he 
now determined to r a upon, as he thought himfelf 
fufficiently ftrong ; and forefaw that by delaying any time 
he fhould probably be weakened through the withdraw- 
ment of many militia men; befide, there would be a 
great difficulty of fubfifting long in the field in fo ex- 
haufted a country. On the 14th he marched his army 
to Guildford court-houfe, and took a pofition within, 
E 3 eight 
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1781.¢e1eht miles of Cornwallis’s encampment. His force con= 
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fitted of Hluger’s brigade of Virginia continentals, 778 
prefent and fit for duty ; of Williams’s Maryland brigade 
and Delawares, 630; and of the infantry of Lee’s par- 
tizan legion, 82—total of continental regulars, 1490: 
befides thefe there were 1060 militia from North Caro- 


lina, and 1693 from Virginia, in all 2753. The whole 


army confitted of 4243 foot, and of 161 cavalry, in- 
cluding Walhington’s light dragoons 86, and of Lee’s. 
legion 75. Before the engagement began, the marquis 
of Bretagney joined the army with about 40 horfe, very 
few aceoutred as horfemen, but mounted as. infantry. 
On the morning of the 15th the Americans were fup- 
plied with provifions, and a gill of rum per man; and 
orders were iffued for the whole to be in perfect readi- 
nefs for action. | 
Lord Cornwallis, being convinced from gen. Greene’s 
movements that he intended to venture an engagement, 
{ent off his baggage under a proper efcort on the r4th ;. 
and the next morning at day break, marched with the 
remainder of his army, amounting to about 2400 men, 
chiefly troops grown veteran in victories, either to meet 
Greene on the way, or to attack him in his encamp- 
ment. By this, Greene’s defign of attacking his lord- 
fhip was anticipated. About three miles from the Ame- 
rican army, the Britifh advance guard under Tarleton 
fell in with Lee’s legion, Campbell and Lynch’s rifle- 
men. Lee’s dragoons killed about fifty of Tarleton’s, 
and the riflemen are thought to have killed and wound- 
ed more than 100\infantry. ‘This fkirmith gave Greene 
time to form his army, within about a mile and a quar- 
ter of Guilford court-houfe. The Britifh advanced 
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through a field beyond which was a fence and a thick 178% 
wood. Inthe fkirts of this wood next.to the field, the 
firt’ American line was drawn up, confifting of the 
North Carolina militia. The fecond line behind that 
was formed of the Virginia militia. ~The third and laft 
line confilted of the Maryland and Virginia continentals 
under Huger and Williams, Wa fhington with his ca- 
walry, and a corps of Delaware light enn and fome 
riflemen under col, Lynch, covered the right. flank ; 
and Lee with his legion and fome riflemen under col. 
Campbell, the left. The whole were fo ftrongly pofted, 
that Greene was fearful left Cornwallis fhould not attack 
them in front, but change his pofition and fall upon 
their Banks. The front line was only in fight; the two 
others being covered by the wood in which they were 
potted. The Americans had two pieces of cannon in 
the field before them. After a brifk cannonade between 
them and the Britifh, which lafted from about half an 
hour_after one till two, the latter adva anced in three ee 
lumns, the Heffians on the right, the guards in the 
centre, and Webfter’s brigade on the left, The whole 
moved on toward the North Carolinians, who waited 
the attack, until the enemy got within 140 yards, when 
part of them fired once, while a great number ran away 
without firing or being fred upon. All the exertions 
of their officers to rally them were ineffectual, They 
deferted the moft advantageous poft Greene ever faw, 
and let in the enemy upon the fecond line compofed OFF. i ieee 
the Virginia militia under Stevens. He had the addrefs : 
to prevent his brigade from receiving any bad impref= 
fions from the retreating N orth Carolinians, by giving 
gut that they had orders to retire after difcharging their 
E 4 pieces. 
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itl e78tepieces, To cherifh this idea he ordered his men to 
a open their files to favor their paflage. The Virginians 
behaved much better than the Carolinians, did great 
ae | execution, and kept up their fire till they were ordered 
eel to retreat. Stevens had pofted forty riflemen at equal 
it diftances, twenty paces: in the rear of his brigade, with 
al orders to fhoot every man who fhould leave his poft. 
That brave officer, though wounded through the thigh, 
did not quit the field. The continental troops were laft 
engaged, and fought with great fpirit. The conteft was - 
eee long and fevere: but the Britifh carried their point by 
| fuperior difcipline. They broke the fecond Maryland 
ae regiment, turned the American left flank, and got into 
the rear of the Virginia brigade, and appeared to be 
| Het gaining Greene’s right, which would have encircled the 
i Hi whole of the continental troops, fo that he thought it 
i I advifable to order a retreat. About this time Wath- 
i "ington made a charge with the horfe on a part of the 
i a brigade of Britith guards, and the firft reciment of Ma- 
i rylanders following the horfe with their bayonets, near 
the whole of the party fell a facrifice. Huger with the 
Virginia brigade was the laft that engaged ; and gave the 
enemy a check, After a hard battle of near two hours, 
the Americans retreated in good order to the Reedy Fork, 
and croffed the river, about three miles from the field 
of action. They halted, drew up till they had collected 
moft of the ftragglers, and then retired to Speedwell’s 
Tron Works ten miles diftant from Guildford. Greene 
loft his artillery (the two fix pounders that Morgan had 
lately recovered, with two others) and two ammunition 
waggons, the greateft part of the horfes being killed be- 
fore the retreat began. 


This 
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This victory coft the Britifh dear. Their killed and 17816 
- wounded exceeded 600 men, befide officers. The guards 
loft col. Stuart, with the captains Schutz, Maynard and 
- Goodriche, befide fubalterns. Col. Webfter, a brave 
experienced and diftinguifhed officer, died of his wounds 


to the regret of the royal army Brigadier generals 
O’Hara and Howard, and col. ‘Tarleton, with feveral 
_ other officers, were wounded. 

About 300 of the continentals and 100 of the Vir- 
ginia militia were killed and wounded, among the for- 
mer was major Anderfon of the Maryland line, a moft 
valuable officer. Among the latter was Huger, befide 
Stevens already mentioned. Of the North Carolina mi- 
litia fix were killed and three wounded, and 552 miffing, 
Of the Virginia militia 294 were mifling. Few of the 
miffing were made prifoners. They returned home, 
and never rejoined the camp; fo that gen. Greene’s 
army fuftained a oreater diminution than the Britith. It 
- was however foon apparent, that the advantages of the 
engagement were on his fide. 

‘Though lord Cornwallis iffued-out a proclamation yy... 
three days after the battle, fetting forth his complete 18 
victory, and calling on all loyal fubjects to ftand forth 
and take an active part in reftoring good government, 
and offering pardon and protection to all rebels, mur- 
derers excepted; yet on the rgth he decamped, aban- 
doning all his boafted advantages, and his hofpital at 
the Quaker meeting-houle, containing between 70 and 
80 wounded Britith officers and foldiers. He alfo left 
behind him all the wounded Americans taken on the 
isth, and retreated toward Crofs Creek. Greene ex- 
pected that he would have advanced, and therefore had 

pres 
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178% prepared for another action; but upon hearing that his 
lordfhip was attempting to avoid it, he purfued him the 


next day with all poffible expedition. Greene having | 


no means of providing for the wounded of his own and 
the Britifh forces, wrote a letter to the neighbouring 
inhabitants of the quaker perfuafion, in which he men- 
tioned his being brought up aquaker, and obferved that 
an opportunity offered for the exercife of their huma~ 
nity, without confining themfelves to either party, by 
taking care of the wounded both Britifh and Americans, 
who muit otherwife perifh. THis recommendations and 
arguments prevailed, and the quakers fupplied the hof- 


pitals with all that was wanting till the fick and wound- 


ed recovered. 

So great was the avidity of the Americans to renew 
the conflict with Cornwallis, that notwithftanding the 
weather was very wet and the roads deep, they marched 
almoft conftantly without any regular fupply of provi- 

Mar. fions. On the morning of the 28th, they arrived at 
38 Ramfay’s mills on Deep river, a ftrong pofition which 
his lordfhip evacuated a few hours before, by crofling 
the river on a bridge erected for that purpofe. Evident 
fiens of precipitation were found in and about his lord- 
fhip’s encampment. Several of the dead were left on 


i the ground unburied. Beef in quarters was found in 


the flaughter pen on which the hungry continentals fed 
greedily ; but that not being fufficient to allay their keen 
appetites, they eat without a murmur the garbage which 
was meant for the buzzards *. Cornwallis had now 
fairly the ftart of Greene, and was in a fituation to main- 
tain his advantage. He was on the fouth fide of Deep 


* Col, O, H, William, 
L1V Clip 
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river, with Cape Fear on his’ left, and fupplies for his 17816 


army in front: whereas Greene was too far advanced to 
expect any immediate fuccour from the country behind 
him; he was therefore under the neceffity of giving up 
the purfuit*. Nothing but blood and flaughter has 
prevailed among the whigs and tories in that part of the 
country which has been the fcene of the late tranfac- 
tions, and their inveteracy againft each other mutt de- 
populate it if continued. 
— Here let-us clofé our account of the operations under 
lord Cornwallis and gen. Greene, and enter upon thofe 
that relate to Virginia. 

General Arnold, with near 50 fail of veffels, arrived 


in the Chefapeak by the end of December. He landed, 


with about 1500 men and a few light horfe, 15 miles 


below Richmond, and marched into that town about 12 Jar, 
o’clock on the sth of January. The public flores and  S« 


buildings were deftroyed ; together with the rope wall, 
and the rum and falt in the merchants hands. The 
troops went on eight miles to deftroy the foundery and 
magazine at Weft-Ham; but the arms and ammuni- 
tion had been removed to Manchefter, in Powhatan 
county, where the governor was, with baron Steuben, 
who had arrived from the northward by the beginning 
of December. The next day at noon they retreated the 
fame way they came; with the defign of committing 
thofe deftructions in other places, that might difable the 
{tate as far pelts from making effectual oppafition to 


* The advantage of ant O. H. Williams’s official papers, of pri- 
vate letters, and of fubfequent converfation with gen. Greene, for 
the purpofe of information, has occafioned a variation in divers parts 
of the above marrative from Dr. Ramfay and others, 
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#781. the plans of the Britifh miniftry. They afterward landed 


on the 15th and marched to Smithfield; and from 
thence they proceeded to Portfmouth by land. Here 
Arnold took poft, and began to fortify by the 2oth, as 
the militia were collecting apace, under baron Steuben, 
generals Nelfon, Weedon and Muhlenburgh: but it was 
the unhappinefs of the ftate to be deftitute of arms, and 
(by bad management) of almoft every thing elfe necef- 
fary for defence. Gen. Wafhington laid a plan for 
catching Arnold and his detachment, which was fervice- 
able, though unfuccefsful in the main point. The ge- 
neral was the more eager in it, having been confirmed 
by letters found on board captured veffels, in the intel- 
ligence he had before received of a Britith projeé, to 
make a lafting eftablifhment in Virginia. Four fhips 
of the Britifh fleet, which had been lying for fome time 
in Gardener’s-bay, failed on the 22d as far eaftward as 
Narraganfet-bay. A gale of wind and a very thick 
{now coming on at night, the Culloden was totally loft, 
and the Bedford difmafted, each carrying 74 guns. No 
fooner did the general receive a certain account of the 
fame, than he put in motion, under the command of 
the marquis de Ja Fayette, 1200 light infantry, as large 
a part of his fmall force as he could, with prudence, 
detach to Virginia. He at the fame time intimated to 
count de Rochambeau the poffibility and importance of 
improving the opportunity in an attempt upon Arnold; 
and requefted of him and the chevalier d’Eftouches (to 
whom the command of the French fleet had devolved 
upon the death of adm. Ternay) to fend the whole 
fleet, and a detachment of their land force to the Che- 
fapeak, Inftead of the whole, a part only of the fleet 
was 
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was fent; the Eveillie a 64 gun fhip, and two frigates, 17816 
under the command of Monf. Tilly. They failed from 
Newport on the gth of February, with orders to go to 
the Chefapeak, and attempt the deftruction of the Bri- 
tifh fhips there, and the frigates that protected them. 
They returned on the 25th without accomplifhing the 
object of their miffion, through the precaution taken by 
the enemy. They however took or deftroyed ten vefiels, 
and brought to Newport the Romulus of 44 guns, 
which they captured at the entrance of the bay. Wath- 
ington, defirous of flopping the progrefs of the enemy 
in Virginia, proceeded to Newport, that he might dif- 
courfe with the French commanders on the meafures 
proper to be purfued. He went firft on board 
d’Eftouches’ fhip in the forenoon of March the 6th, 
where Rochambeau met him. It was agreed that 
d’Eftouches fhould fail immediately; and that Rocham- 
beau fhould fend on board the men of war, a detach- 
‘ment of the army under the baron de Viomeuil. After 
{pending an hour or two on board, Wafhington and. 
Rochambeau landed at Newport about one o’clock. 
The neceflary meafures were taken to expedite the fleet : 
but inftead of failing the next day when the wind was 
as favorable for the French, and as adverfe to the Britifh 
as it could blow, they were delayed 24 hours for want yj,, 
of fupplies. They failed on Thurfday evening the 8th 8. 
of March. ‘They were followed on the Saturday by the 
Britifh from Gardener’s bay under adm. Arbuthnot, who 
made fuch expedition as to intercept them off Cape 
Henry on the 16th. The two fleets were well poifed in 
point of ftrength, the fuperiority of a few guns on the 
‘fide of the Britith, being counterbalanced by the greater 
| | number 
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1781, number of men on the other. The line was compofed 


Mar. 
rie 


of eight fhips on each fide, including the Romulus of 
44 guns in the French, and the Adamant of 50 in the 
Britith. A partial engagement took place. Each fide 
claimed the advantage : but the French abandoned their 
defign of fuccouring Virginia, and returned to Newport 
on the 26th. lad they gained the Chefapeak before 
overtaken by the Britifh, Wafthington is of opinion, 
that the plan againft Arnold could not have failed of 
fuccefs. .The return of the French difconcerted the 
marquis de la Fayette. On his arrival at Annapolis in 
Maryland, he left his troops there, and haftened down 
the Chefapeak to get a body of militia in readinefs for 
co-operation: but upon hearing what had taken place, 
he marched back with his detachment to the Head of 
Elk. 

Sir Henry Clinton, to fupport the fouthern operations 
and increafe their fuccefs, forwarded 4 convoy to the 
Chefapeak, with about 2000 choice troops on board 
under gen. Phillips, whom he appointed to the chief 
command in Virginia. They arrived on the 25th of 
‘March. Among the ereateft misfortunes to the Ame- 
rican caufe occafioned by the invafion of this {tate, muft 
be reckoned the obftructions it has thrown on every -pre- 
paration for the fupport of the fouthern army. It has 
kept back the raifing of recruits and every fupply. 

Certain acts and concerns of congref§ remain to be 
related, 

The capture of Mr. Laurens by the Britith made it 
neceflary for congrefs to appoint another gentleman to 
fupply his place. They therefore commiffioned Mr. 
John Adams, on the 1ft of January, to be their minifter 
pleni- 


1 adence of his fuccefs they directed, on the 3d of January, 
bills of exchange to be drawn upon him at fix months py 


1 ufe of the united ftates, a duty of five per cent. ad valoremy 
/at the time and place of importation, upon all goods 


other articles imported on account of the united eae 


-and wire for making them; and alfo except falt during 
I the war :—Alfo a like duty of five per cent. on all prizes 


| people by impofts may be a favorite fcheme in monar- 
_chies and ariftocracies ; but in republican governments, 
 fuch as are eftablifhed in America, is inexpedient, if not 
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plenipotentiary to the States General of the Dutch 178! 
} United Provinces. He was alfo empowered to negotiate 
a loan of money arnong the Hollanders; and in con- 


fight. On the 3d of February they agreed — That it 3+ 
be recommended to the feveral ftates, as indifpenfably 
neceflary, that they veft a power in congrels, to levy for the 


and merchandifes of foreign growth and manufactures, 
which may be imported into any of the faid ftates from 
any foreign port, ifland or plantation, after the 1ft day 
of May, 1781, except arms, ammunition, clothing, and 


or any of them; and except wool cards and cotton cards, 


and prize goods, condemned in the court of admiralty 
of any of thefe ftates as lawful prize :-——That the money 
arifing from the faid duties be appropriated to the dif- 
charge of the principal and intereft of the debts already 
contracted, or which may be contraéted, on the faith - 
of the united ftates, for fupporting the prefent war :— 
That the faid duties be continued until the faid debts 
fhall be fully and finally difchar ved.” Some gentlemen 
object to the recommendation, or at leaft a compliance 
with it, and fay—“* Drawing money infenfibly from the 


dangerous, When 1 money is drawn from, the people in- 
fyi ? i genfibly, 


ae ee 


ra 


Feb. 


ZOe 


276 


TCE HSU OR Varo 44 EB 


1781. fenfibly, they are lefs attentive to abufes in the expen-~ 


diture : but when they are called upon for taxes and feel 
the burden of them, they are more watchful to fee that 
they are properly applied, and to prevent the rulers 
from bribing the people with their own money, and fub- 
verting the public liberty by the means put into their 
hands for fecuring and defending it.” It will be long 
before the feveral ftates can be prevailed upon to veft 
conegrefs with the defired power. 

Congrefs on the 6th of February, ordered that the 
drawing of the fourth and laft clafs of the united ftates 
lottery fhould begin on the 2d of April. Through the 
amazing depreciation of the paper currency, the whole 
will turn out a fimple piece of bufinefs, and difappoint 
the original hopes both of the fortunate adventurers and 
of congreifs. 

They proceeded by ballot to the election of a fuper- 
intendant of finance, to examine into the ftate of the 
public debts, expenditures, and revenue: to digeft and 
report plans for improving and regulating the finances, 
and for eftablifhing order and ceconomy in the expen- 
diture of the public money: and to the exercife of many 
other powers neceffary to complete the financier. Robert 
Morris efg; of Philadelphia was unanimoufly elected. 

They pafled a commendatory refolution refpecting 
capt. John Paul Jones; and further refolved, that Dr. 
Franklin fhould acquaint his moft Chriftian majefty, that. 
his majefty’s offer of adorning capt. Jones with the crofs _ 
of military merit was highly acceptable to conerefs. 
The {mall fquadron which the captain commanded in 
1779, was fitted, out at the expence of his moft Chriftian 
majefty, who honored him with a French commiffion. 

Mon{, 
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Monf. de Sartine, the minifter of the marine, requefted 1781» 
Dr. Franklin to ftrengthen the fquadron by ordering | 
the Alliance to join it, which was immediately done. 

On the 12th of February the Maryland delegates laid, 
before congrefs an aét of their ftate, empowering them 
| to fubfcribe and ratify the articles of confederation, 
| The ift of March was afterward fixed upon for their 
; doing it. Maryland having no vacant weftern territory, 
contended with great juftice, that the unappropriated 
weftern country fhould be the common property of the 
union, and pledged as a fund for finking the continental 
_debt; and declined acceding to the confederation till 
- fome fatisfaCtion fhould be given upon that fubje@. But 
- congrefs having recommended it to the ftates, claiming 
- fuch country, to remove the only obftacle to a final rati- 
fication ; and then earneftly requefted the legiflature of 
| Maryland to empower their delegates, they accordingly 
did fo on the 3oth of laft January. They concurred 
-in the meafure, as well from a defire to perpetuate and 
) ftrengthen the union, as from a confidence in the juftice 
and generofity of the larger ftates, and that fuperior to 
local interefts, they would confent to fuch arrangements 
of the unappropriated lands, included in their refpective 
charters, as good policy required, and the great exertions 
_ of their own ftate in the common caufe had fo highly de- 
ferved. When the 1ft of March was arrived, the New Muar, 
I] York delegates, by virtue of the powers with which their 
legiflature had intrufted them, proceeded by an official 
-aét in congrefs to limit and reftrict the boundaries of 
| that ftate, and to relinquifh all right, jurifdi@ion and 
| claim, to all lands to:the northward and weftward of the 
fame, to be difpofed of as the congrefs of the confe- 
Vor, IV. B  derated 
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1781. derated ftates fhould dire. The Maryland delegates 
then proceeded to fign and ratify the articles of confe- 
deration. This important event has been communicated 

th to the executives of the feveral ftates; and the American 

A len minifters in Europe have been ordered to notify it to the 

i | refpective courts at which they refide. 

a Though a longer delay on the part of Maryland might 

a have been productive of bad confequences, yet there are 
rl feveral members of congrefs, who are fenfible of its 

a having been highly beneficial upon many occafions. As 

he feven ftates were a majority, whenever that number met 

| i, it was confidered as the reprefentative body of the thir- 

i teen; and if four out of the feven* agreed, it pafled 

for the voice of the United States, even in thofe cafes, 

which by the confederation required the concurrence of 
nine ftates. The want of fuch concurrence, had the 
confederation been perfected at a very early date, would 
have prevented the execution of much bufinefs of the 
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higheft importance. 
16. Congrefs refolved— That it be, and hereby 1s) “re- 
commended to the feveral ftates, to amend their laws 
making the bills of credit emitted, under the authority 
of congrefs, a legal tender, fo that fuch bills fhall a 
be atender in any other manner than at their current 
“value compared with gold and filver.” The fame day 
they refolved— That the ftates be immediately called 
upon to furnifh for the public expences, and for carrying 
on the war, their proportion of one million five hundred 


* Whea congrefs confirmed the fentence of the court martial on 
general ‘Lee, it was by a vote of four out of eleven prefent. See 
Vol. HI. p. 2226 
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| ‘thoufarid dollars quarterly; the firft eatery payment !78t« 
to be made on the ift day of June next.” Neither of 
thefe refolvés will be fufficiently productive. 

This fhall clofe with an extract from a letter of gen. 
Wathington; written the beginning of April—« I give 
it decifively as thy opinion, that without a foreign loan 
our prefent force; which is but the remnant of an army, 
cannot be kept together this campaign, much lef will 
it be increafed and in readinefs for another. If France 
delays a timely and powerful aid in the critical pofture 
of our affairs, it will avail us nothing fhould the attempt 
it hereafter. We are at this hour fufpended in the ba- 
lance: we Cannot tranfport the provifions from the ftates 

in which they are afleffed, to the army, becaufe we can- 
not pay the teamfters, who will no longer work for cer- 
tificatesIn a word, we are at the end of our tether, 
and now or never our deliverance muft come.” 


‘ 
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Rotterdam, May 45 1781, 
Frrenp G, 


AS feon as the rupture between Great Britain and 
Holland was known at Verfailles, the king gave 
immediate orders that all the Dutch veffels in any of the 
eaeAch ports fhould be made acquainted with it; and 

Fo 2. . accordingly 
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1781. accordingly a circular letter was written by the marquis 
beat de Caftries on the 25th of laft December, and fent to 


: the feveral ports. ‘The firft material capture made by 
a the Britith, after the hoftile manifefto againft the Dutch, 
| was that of the Rotterdam of 50 guns and 300 men 
belonging to the ftates general, by the Warwick, capt. 
Elphinftone, on the sth ee January. | 
On the gth the Dutch council of ftate propofed, that 
the marine of the republic fhould confift of 94 fhips and 
armed veflels; and {8,430 feamen. There were to bé 
11 fhips oi File lines 15 of $0 guns and 2 of 40. ‘Three 
flo 


days after, the ftates general publifhed a placart, grant- 
ing letters of marque again{t the Britifh. This was fol- 
lowed after a time by an anfwer to the Britifh manifefto. 
Notwithftanding the neceflary increafe of national ex- 
pences in Great Britain by thé Dutch war, yet toward 
the end of January, the houfe of commons hearkened 
to the calls ao humanity, and in confequence of differ- 
ent petitions, voted for the relief of the fufferers by the 
Ree at Barbadoes 80,0001. and at Jamaica 40,000], 
fecond attempt has been made on the Ifle of Jerfey. 


‘The baron de Rullecourt, at the head of about 2000 
men, conducted it. By the badnefs of the weather near half 
his troops were driven back to France, and never joined 
him. He at length however made his way with diffi- 
culty, through the rocks of la Roque-Platte; and 
Janded a nurmber in the dark, three miles from St. He- 
lier, the capital of the ifland; though five veffels were 
loft, and 200 of his men perifhed. A fmall party of 
militia, meant for the guard of a redoubt in the place, 
were feized. afleep by the enemy, who were thus, for 
feyeral hours, on the ifland without an alarm’s being 
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given. The baron, leaving about 120 men in the re-778i- 
doubt, marched to St, Helier. He fecured the avenues 
of the town, {urprifed the guards in the dark, and pof- 

- feffed the market place without noife. “Che inhabitants 
were aftonifhed at break of day, .on finding themf{elves 
in the hands of an enemy. Major Corbet, the deputy 
governor, with the magiftrates and principal people, 
being brought prifoners to the court-houfe, the French 


~ commander wrote terms of capitulation, which he pro- 
pofed to have figned ; and by which the ifland was to 
be furrendered to France, and the troops to lay down 
their arms and be fent to Great Britain. It was in vain 
remonftrated, that no act of the licut. governor’s could 
have the fmalleft validity in his prefent fituation. Rulle- 
} court was peremptory, and Corbet too inadvertently 
| figned. The French commander then fummoned Eli- 
zabeth caftle under the terms of the capitulation, 
Capts. Aylward and Mulcafter, having efcaped thither 
on the firft alarm, and being now in a degree prepared 
againft a fudden attack, rejected the fummons, and re- 
_ fufed paying the fmalleft regard to the capitulation, or 
| any orders iffued by the leut. governor in the prefent 
circumftances. The French placing Corbet in their 
front, advanced toward the gate, but were fired upon 
with fuch vigor from the caftle, that they foon made the 
beft of their way back to the town for fhelter, 
Mean while the alarm extended, and the neareft troops 
and militia advanced toward the point of danger, and 
formed on the heights near the town under major 
Pierfon, who inftantly fecured a hill of great advantage, 
which the enemy had overlooked. Rullecourt fent to 
the major, requiring his compliance with the terms of 
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| Hy 1781. the capitulation; and received for anfwer, “ that if he 
| and his troops did not lay down their arms within twenty 
minutes, and furrender themfelves prifoners of war, at 
a | the expiration of that time, they might be certain of an 
| attack.”  Pierfon was punctual to his word; and made 


i th an affault on the town in all acceffible parts with fuch 
i / impetuofity, that the enemy were driven rapidly upon 
| the centre of their force in the market place, where the 
Ht action was foon decided; for Rullecourt being mortally 
| wounded, the next in command feeing the hopelefinefs 
i‘ a of their fituation, requefted the heut. governor to re- 
i fume his authority, and to accept of their furrender as 
an prifoners of war. The fatisfaction arifing from fo fudden 
ar | a deliverance, and fo brave an exertion, was damped by 
the fall of major Pierfon, who was fhot through the 
heart in the inftant of victory. The extraordinary mili- 


tary abilities difplayed by fo young an officer (for he was 
only five and twenty) rendered his death an object of 
general regret. During the engagement the redoubt 
| was retaken with fixed bayonets, and without firing a 
fhot, by the grenadiers of the 83d regiment. Thus the 
i! whole French party, amounting to near 800, were either 
ul killed or taken. 

al On the 24th of January, lord George Gordon was 
i privately taken from the Tower to Weftminfter-hall, 
arraigned, and ordered to prepare for trial on Monday 
r, Chey Sth of February. When he came to be tried, 
though the crowd was very large, order was obferved, 
and there was no mifchief or violence. About five the 
next morning he was acquitted. On the news of his 
acquittal, there were rejoicings and illuminations at 
Glafgow, Paifley, Dunbar, Montrofe, Brechin, and a 
3 | ereat 
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ereat number of other towns and villages in Scotland. 1787. 
The proteftant aflociation at Glafgow made a fubfcription 
of feveral hundred pounds, toward defraying his lord- 
fhip’s expences. It has been fuggefted, that govern- 
ment did not wifh to convict his lordfhip for fear of 
offending too many of the Scots, 

The garrifon and inhabitants of Gibraltar, having re- 


ceived no fupplies of provifion from Great Britain fince 
the beginning of the preceding year, nor from the Bar- 
bary fhores, nor the moft diftant coafts of Africa, were 
reduced to extreme diftrefs. The governor, ever fince 
OGober, made a reduction of a quarter of a pound 
from each man’s daily allowance of bread, ‘Their meat 
was reduced to a pound and a half in the week, and at 
Jength was fearcely eatable. The inhabitants had to pay 
for bad fhip bifcuit, full of worms, a fhilling a pound; 
the fame for four in no better condition; eighteen 
pence for falt, the fweepings of fhips bottoms and {tore- 
houfes; half a crown for old Irifh falt butter; and the 
fame for the worft brown fugar. When the arrival of 
the veffels from the Mediterranean opened a market for 
freth provifions, turkies fold for 31, 125, a piece ; fuck- 
ing pigs at two guineas ; ducks at half a guinea; and 
{mall hens at nine fhillings. A guinea was cuted for a 
calf’s pluck; and one pound feven fhillings for an ox- 
head. The intereft and honor of Great Britain were 
deeply engaged in the timely. relief of that fortrefs. It- 
was Daily one of the firft objects of government 
in the commencement of the year; and ek orand fleet 
under the conduét of adms. Darby, Digby, and Sir J, 
Lockhart Rofs, was fitted out early for this fervice: but 
only 28 fail of ae line could be fpared, The French 
jeg had, 
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1781. had, at the fame time, a fleet little inferior either in 
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number or force, nearly ready for fea at Breft. 

The Britith fleet failed with the great Eaft and Weft 
_India convoys: but met with a delay on the coaft of 
Ireland, in waiting for the victuallers from Corke, which 
were to proceed with them to Gibraltar. The Eaft and 
Weft India convoys having proceeded on their refpective 
voyages, the Britifh fleet with 97 tranfports, ftorefhips 
and victuallers, arrived of Cadiz before the middle of 
! April. Don Cordova with the Spanifh fleet, had put 
into the harbour ; and adm. Darby having explored the 
fame, forwarded the convoy to Gibraltar, with fome 
men of war and frigates to cover them, while he cruifed 
with the main body of the fleet off the Streights mouth 
to watch the enemy. The Spaniards had been for fome 
time employed in conftructing a number of gun and 
bomb boats. The gun boats carried each a long 26 
pounder, wh.ch threw fhot further than any fhip’s guns 
could reach. This force was rendered ftill more dan- 
gerous by the addition of the bomb boats upon a fimilar 
conftruction. With thefe they cannonaded and bom- 
barded the Britith fhips every morning, till the wind, at 
its {lated hour, began to {pring up, when they fled and 
were purfued in vain. But they failed in their erand 
object, and no material damage was done to any part of 
the fhippine. 

Nothing could be more grievous to Spain than this 
relief. She feems to have fet her heart fo entirely on the 
recovery of Gibraltar, as not to have had another object 
in the war. “The whole naval and military force of the 
kingdom, and its refources of every fort, appear to 
have been directed mainly to that fingle point. The‘ 
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‘various powers were called into action, and the unfortu- 17816 
“nate town, with its miferable inhabitants, were the vic- 
tims of her indignation, One hundred and feventy 
pieces of cannon, of the heavielt metal, and eighty 
mortars, difgorged their tremendous torrents of fire.all 
at once upon that narrow fpot. This dreadful cannonade 
and bombardment was continued night and day, for a 
confiderable time, without intermifiion. Nothing could 
| be more fplendidly magnificent, or dreadfully fublime, 
than the view and report of this tremendous {cene, to 
thofe who obferved them from the neighbouring hills of 
} Barbary and Spain during the night; efpecially in the 
- beginning, when the cannonade of the enemy being re- 
turned by gen. Elliot, with full fuperior power and 
> greater fiercenefs, the whole rock feemed to vomit out 
fire, and all diftinétion of parts was loft in flame and 
fmoke. The artillery officers and engineers in the gar- 
rifon computed, that during more than three weeks from 
the firft attack, the Spaniards continued regularly to ex- 
pend, at leaft, a thouland barrels of gunpowder, of a: 
hundred weight each, and to fire from four to five 
thoufand fhot-and fhells, in every 24 hours upon the 
fortrefs. After difcharging 75,000 fhot, and 25,000 
* “fhells in this courfe of firing, it was lowered to about 
- 600 of both in the 24 hours. 
When admiral Rodney returned from New York to 
St. Lucie toward the clofe of the laft year, the reports 
‘of the difmantled ftate of St. Vincent through the hur- 
yicane, induced him and gen. Vaughan to undertake 
‘an expedition for the recovery of that ifland: but after 
Janding a number of troops with the marines, on the 16th 
‘of December, and continuing a day on the ifland, the 
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1781- French were found in fuch force, and their works in 


Feb, 


{uch condition, that the commanders were obliged to 
reimbark the troops without venturing upon an attack. 

Not much more than a month after this attempt, the 
commanders, in confequence of inftru€tions from Great 
Britain, directed their views to the reduétion of the 
Dutch ifland St. Euftatia. This ifland, though barren 
and contemptible in itfelf, had long been the feat of a 
lucrative and prodigious commerce; and might be con- 
fidered as the grand free port of the Weft Indies and 
America, and as a general market and magazine to all 
nations, Its richeft harvefts however, were during the 
feafons of warfare among its neighbours, owing to its 
neutrality and fituation with its unbounded and unclogged 
freedom of trade. The ifland is a natural fortification; 
and has but one landing place, which may be eafily 
rendered impracticable to an enemy, The inhabitants, 
though not very numerous, included a portion of the 
natives of almoft all trading countries, 

The Britifh fleet and army appeared before and fur- 
rounded St. Euftatia with a great force, Rodney and 
Vaughan fent a peremptory fummons to the goyernor, 
to furrender the ifland and its dependencies within an 
hour; accompanied with a threat, that if any refiftance 
was made he muft abide the confequences, Mr. de 
Graaff, totally ignorant of the rupture between Great 
Britain and Holland, could fcarcely believe the officer, 
who delivered the fummons, to be ferious. But he re- 
turned for anfwer, that being utterly incapable of mak- 
ing any defence, he muft of neceffity furrender, only 
recommending the town and inhabitants to the clemency 
of the Britifh commanders. The wealth of the place 
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excited the aftonifhment of the conquerors. The whole 178te 
ifland feemed to be one valt magazine. All the ftore- 
houfes were filled with various commodities ; and the 
very beach .was covered with hogtheads of fugar and 
tobacco, The value was eftimated confiderably above 
three millions fterling. But this was only a part; for 
above 150 veffels of all denominations, many of them 
‘richly laden, were captured in the bay, exclufive of a 
Dutch frigate of 38 guns, and five fmaller. 

The neighbouring {mall ifles of St. Martin and Saba 
were reduced in the fame manner; and Rodney being 
informed, that a fleet of about 3o large fhips, richly 
laden with fugar and other Weft India commodities, had 
failed from Euftatia for Holland juft before his arrival, 
‘under convoy of a flag fhip of 60 guns, he difpatched — 
‘the Monarch and Panther with the Sybil frigate, in pur- 
“fuit of them. Thefe foon overtook the convoy; and 
the Dutch admiral, refufing to ftrike his colours, and 
all remonftrances proving ineffectual, a fhort engage- 
ment took place between his fhip the Mars and the 
Monarch. He died bravely in defence of his thip; 
when fhe inftantly ftruck, and the whole convoy was 
_ taken. | 
_ This is one of the fevereft blows that Holland could 
“have received. ‘The Dutch Weft India company, with 


the magiftracy and citizens of Amfterdam, are great 


fufferers upon the occafion. But the greateft weight of 
the calamity feems to have fallen on the Britifh mer- 
chants, who confiding in the neutrality of the place, 
and in fome atts of parliament made to encourage their 
bringing their property from the iflands lately taken by 
the French, had accumulated a great quantity of Weft 

; India 
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™Sndia produce, as well as European goods, in the place: 
for allthe property was indifcriminately feized, invento-. 
property vs ) 
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| ried, and declared to be confifcated. 

| The keeping of Dutch colours flying at Euftatia, ren- 

! dered it for fome time a decoy to French, Dutch, and 
American veffels, a confiderable number of which fell 

accordingly into the hands of the conquerors without 


trouble. 

The indifcriminate feizure and_ confifcation of pro- 
| perty in the ifland, induced the merchants of St. Chrif- 
iy topher (or St. Kitt’s) to prefent two memorials to adm. 
Rodney and gen. Vaughan, for themfelves, and as agents 
and fa€tors for many of the moft commercial houfes in 
Great Britain and Ireland. ‘They ftated, that their con- 
nections with St. Euftatia, and the property they had 
lodged there, were all in purfuance to, and under the 
fanction of repeated acts of the Britifh parliament; and 
that their commerce had befide been entirely founded 
on the fair principles of merchandife, and conducted 
according to the rules and maxims adopted by all trading 
nations. The fecond memorial was carried and. deli- 
vered to Rodney by Mr. Glanville the 11th of March. 
The admiral in a line to him anfwered, that “ their 
effects at St. Kuftatius could only be lodged as a depofit 
to fupply the neceffities of their king and their coun- 
try’s enemies. The ifland was Dutch, every thing in 
it was Dutch, every thing was under the protection of - 
the Dutch flag, and as Dutch it fhall be treated.” Mr. 
‘Glanville fnads a fenfible reply on the 13th of March, 
and obferved— That if the king’s enemies were fup- 
plied, by the trade of his fubjects through St. Euftatius, 
they were likewife fupphed, through the fame channel, 
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ey the We of prizes captured by his majefty’s foips of war. 175% 
The one fact is as notorious as the other, and equally 
criminal.” 

After the furrender of Euftatia, the Jews who were 
numerous and wealthy were the firft fufferers, Several 
of them were torn from their habitations with many in- 
dignities, and banifhed without knowing the place of 
their deftination ; ae were, in that ftate of wretchednefs 
which followed the feizure of their property, tranfported 
as outlaws, and landed at St. Kitt’s. The affembly, to 
their great honor, inftantly pafled an act for their pre- 
fent flier and future provifion, until they fhould have 
‘time to recover from their calamitous fituation, The 
‘Jews were foon followed by the Americans, forne of 
“whom had been obliged to fly their native country, 
through the part which they had taken in fupport of 
the Britifh caufe. Thefe alfo were fent to St. Kitt’s, in 
much the fame ftate with the former; and were re- 
ceived and entertained with the fame humanity and libe- 
rality by the people and legiflature of that ifland. The 
French merchants and traders were next banifhed ; and 
‘at length the Amfterdammers met with the fame fate 
Mean while public fales were advertifed, invitation given, 
and protection afforded to purchafers of all nations and 
claffes; and the ifland exhibited one of the oreatelt 
auctions that ever was opened in the univerfe. Never 
was a better market for buyers. The goods were fold 
/for a trifling proportion of their value; and by report, 
‘the French agents made the greateft and moft lucrative 
I purchafes. Moft of the goods were conveyed to French 
1 and Danifh iflands; and left to find their way to thofe 
| enemies, for having fupplied whom, inthe ordinary 
| commerce, 
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bufinefs, from beginning to end, has brought upor 
Great Britain the odium of all Europe. 
A. {quadron of privateers, moftly belonging to Briftol, 


| 
| 
1781. commerce; Euftatia fuffered fo feverely. This whole 
| 
| 
| 


| upon hearing of the rupture with Holland, boldly en- 
| _ tered the rivers of Demarara and Iffequibo;’ and with 
| 


Hl no {mall degree of courage and enterprife, brought out 
| from under the Dutch forts and batteries, almoft all the 
vefiels of any value in either river. The prizes were 
confiderable: but adm. Rodney, in his official letter of 
and the 17th of March, obferved in the pofticript— The 
i Dutch fhips feized by the privateers at Demarara are 
| droits to the admiralty, the privateers having no com- 
| miffion to take them.”’ He mentioned alfo the furrender 
of the French ifland of St. Bartholomew on the 16th. 
The inhabitants of the two Dutch colonies of Dema- 
rara and Iffequibo, fenfible of their defencelefs fituation, 
had already made a tender of their fubmiffion to the 
governor of Barbadoes, requiring no other terms but a 
participation of thofe which had been granted to Euftatia 
and its dependencies: A deputation was fent to adm. 
Rodney and gen. Vaughan to learn what were theie 
terms. ‘T’he deputies found that the colonifts had made 
ah improvident demand, as in effeét the terms which 
they requited were, that they might be defpoiled of all 
their goods, and banifhed from their habitations. But 
a nice line of diftinction was drawn, between the honefty — 
and good properties of Dutchmen inhabiting the con- 
tinent, and of thofe living in Euftatia: and the conti- 
nental colonifts were accordingly fully fecured in their 
property, and had every indulgence granted, which 
could have been fairly expected, However their coun- 


trymen, 
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trymen, the Euftatian iflanders, have been obliged to 178%. 
undergo the opprobrium, of having the atrocious crime 

of perfidioulnefs publicly charged and recorded againft 
them in the London gazettes; and therefore of being 
unworthy of any degree of protection, much leis of in- 
dulgence. 

The Dutch war prevented the fending of the fecond’ 
French naval divifion to the affiftance of the United 
States of America as at firft intended; and put the 
court of Verfailles upon the plan of augmenting their 
fleet in the Weft Indies, fo as to. fecure it a fuperiority 
over the Britifh. Accordingly count de Grafle failed, 
from Breft toward the end of March, with a fleetof 25 22. 
fail of the line, the Sagittaire of 54 guns, 6000 land 
| forces, and a prodigious convoy, amounting to between 2 
and 300 fhips; the whole compofing one of the largeft 
f and richeft fleets that ever failed from France. Of this 
formidable armament, five fhips of the line under Mr. 
de Suffrein, with part of the land forces, were deftined 
for the Eaft Indies; with a view likewife of intercept- 
ing commodore Johnftone’s fquadron and convoy on 
their way; the laft failed from Spithead.on the 13th of 
the fame month, in company with the Britifh grand 
fleet under adm. Darby. 

The Eaft India company received advice, about the 
middle of April, that in July of laft year, Hyder Ally 
entered the Carnatic in different places; that fome of 
their troops were afterward attacked and defeated; that 
_ Sir Eyre Coote left Calcutta and failed with a reinforce- 
ment to Fort St. George, where he arrived the sth of 
_ November, two days after Arcot had furrendered ta 
Hyder, ‘Their affairs in that quarter Have but a threat- 


ening 
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1781+ ening afpect ; but Sir Eyre is attempting all in his power? 
to retrieve them. 

April Mr. John Adams prefented to their high mightineffes, 

*% the ftates general of the United Provinces of the Low 
Countries, a memorial dated Leyden, April 19, 1781. 
In which he informed them, that the United States of. 
America had lately thought fit to fend him a commiffion 


(with full powers and inftructions) to confer with them 
concerning a treaty of amity and commerce; and that 
they had appointed him to be their minifter plenipoten- 
tiary to refide near them. Similar information was 
communicated at the fame time to the {tadtholder, his 
ferene highnefs the prince of Orange. Mr. Adams 
meant to conciliate the affections of all parties; that fo 
they might unite in fupporting the meafure he wifhed to 
obtain. 
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Roxbury, Sept. 15, 1781, 
“ORD Cornwallis having croffed the Deep river,. 


een. Greene refolved on carrying the war without. 
delay into South Carolina; thereby to oblige the enemy 
to follow him, or to endanger their pofts in that ftate. 
He expected that if the former took place, North Caro- 
lina would not continue the feat of War ; if the latter, 


that 
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that they would lofe more than they could gain in thisr78x. 
laft-ftate ; and that did he remain in it, they would hold 
their pofieffions in both. He difcharged all his militia ; 
refrefhed his regular troops; collected a few days pro- 
: ; April 
vifion;, marched on the sth of April toward Camden; %, 
-and in the morning of the 20th, encamped at Log- 
_ town within fight of the enemy’s works. On this march 
hieut. col. Lee, with his partizan legion, was detached 
} to join gen. Marion with a few volunteer South Carolina 
| militia on a fecret expedition. ‘T’o fecure the provifions 
that grow on the banks of the Santee and Congaree 
‘rivers, the Britifh had erected a chain of ,pofts in their 
vicinity. One of the moft important was on Wright’s- 
bluff, and called Fort Watfon. To the furprif of the 
} Britith it was clofely invefted on the rgth. Neither Lee 
nor Marion had any other means of annoyance or defence 
| but mufketry. The ground on which the fort ftood 
_was an Indian mount, 30 or 40 feet high: the befiegers 
however erected, in a few days, on an unufual plan, a 
work much higher. From thence the American rifle- 
men fired into the fort with fach execution, that the be- 
fieged durft not fhow themfelves. On+the 23d, the 
garrifon of 114 men furrendered by capitulation. 

Camden was covered on the fouth and eaft fides by 
the Wateree, and a creek which empties itfelf into that 
river: on the weftern and northern by fix ftrong re- 
doubts. It was. defended by lord Rawdon with about 
goo men. The American army confifted of 843 con- 
| tinental infantry, befide 56 cavalry and 31 difmounted 
| dragoons; together with 254 North Carolina militia 
who had joined them by the 2gth. It was unequal to 
the tafk of carrying the place by form, as allo of com- 
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1781, pletely invefting it. On the 21ft Greene received intel- 
ligence, that lieut. col. Watfon, whq had made an in- 
curfion to Peedee, was on his return to Camden with 4 
or §00 men: upon which he fent his baggage and artil- 
lery, which could not follow him, under a guard of 
militia, to a fecure pofition, and threw all his reeular 
troops below the town, where appearances indicated 
more forcible hoftilities againft the garrifon; and fre- 


quent fkirmifhes evinced the enemy’s apprehenfions of 
danger upon that quarter: but the principal defien of 
Greene, to intercept Watfon, was prevented by his de- | 
lay, and a report of his having crofled the Santee. 

On the 24th the army returned to the north fide of the | 
town, orders being previoufly fent for the artillery and | 
baggage to rejoin it at Hobkirk’s hill, about a mile 
from Camden. The army took poft on the hill, the 
better to improve the opportunity that any fortie might 
afford; and’by its being more remote than the pofition | 
formerly occupied, to imprefs the enemy with an idea | 
of the Americans beginning to be apprehenfive of their 
own danger. The precaution of calling the rolls often 


was taken; notwithftanding which, one Jones, a drum-_ ; 
mer, eluded the attention of the officers and the vigi- | 
lance of the guards, and got fafe into town. But no- | 


thing was apprehended from that circumftance, as the; 
army was well poited, and defired nothing more than a 
field action. | . | 
April On the morning of the 25th this order was iffuied 
75° =—¢ ‘The troops are to be furnifhed with two days pro- 
vifion, anda gill of fpirits per man as foon as the ftores 
The provifions were iffued; but the {pirits 
being in the rear of the baggage train, did not arrive.at 
| the. 
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the moment when they were moft neceflary. Lord Raw- 178% 
don concluding that gen. Greene was not prepared for an 
action, and that a favorable moment offered, marched 
out to attack him. The Americans were cooking their 
| victuals, and Greene was at breakfaft, about'ten o’clock; 
/when fome of his advanced fentinels, half a mile in 
front. of the camp, -fired upon the van of the Britifh. 
y Phe American troops were foon forried, and waited 
y with cheerful countenances the approach of the enemy: 
col. O. Williams’ then’ rode to head quarters, 2 or 300 
} yards in the rear of the line; and returned before they 
engaged. All the baggage, as is cuftomary in general 
} actions, was ordered off. “The cavalry (which was un= 
_faddled and feeding, on the firft alarm) was now ready ; 
and fo certain was Greene of fuccefs; that without the 
leaft hefitation, -he ordered lieut. col. Wafhington tod 
turn the right flank of the Britifh, and to charge in 
their rear. By this time the fire between ‘the Britith 
Van, and the American light infantry picquets became 
| very lively 5 and the Maryland troops (who had been 
ordéred .to fit down) ftood up and miade ready. ° The 
fecond regiment, being on the left of the line, was or- 
dered to advance and attack the Britifh on their’ right 
_ flank, which was done by lieut. ¢ol. Ford, who received 
a mortal wound in the ation: the Girt repiment; com- 
| manded by col. Gunby, was ordered to charge the enemy 
in front. ‘The two Virginia tegiments were ordered to 
j actin a fimilar manner upon the left of the Britith, and 
were led-on by Greene in perfon, aided by gen? Huger, 
heut. . cols: Campbell and Hiawes: ‘The artillery was_ 
well pofted and doing great execution, aid a {mall body 
of militia was coming into action, when fuddenly a 
at ee 7 Ga humber 
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Lith | 77x, number ef the Americans began to retire, though the 

i danger was not apparently great, and every body feemed 

ignorant of the caufe. Col. Williams was at this ne 
{tant near the centre of the Maryland brigade, and with 

the affiftance of col. Gunby and other officers, endea- 
| 


youred to rally the men. They halted and gave a few 
i) fires; but could not be brought again to charge. A 

general retreat took place. Wafhington, in the execu- 

| tion of the order given him, had at one time pofiefied 

| himfelf of near 200 prifoners: but he relinquifhed the 

| greateft part on feeing the army retire. The officers he 
a paroled on the field of battle; and then colleéting his 
aa men, wheeled round, made his own retreat good with the 
lofs of three men, and carried off with him fty prifon- 
ers. The fortune of the day was irretrievable: but 
Greene, with his ufual firmnelfs, inftantly took meafures 
to prevent Rawdon’s improving the fuccefs he had ob- | 
tained. The retreat was conducted with fuch order and 
deliberation, that moft of the American wounded, all | 
their artillery and all their baggage, were fafely carried — 

off, together with fix royal commiffioned officers, befide | 
WwW afhington’s prifoners. ‘The action was continued with — 
intervals, till about four in the afternoon, and till the > 
Americans had retreated about four miles; whena de- | 
tachment of the infantry and cavalry, under Wafhing- . 


ton, were ordered to advance and annoy the Britifh. 
The York volunteers, a handfome corps of horfe, being 
a little advanced of the Britifh infantry, Wafhingtom 
with great intrepidity, inftantly charged them, killed a 
number and difperfed the reft. The Britifh army, with- _ 
out attempting any thing further, retired to Camden, | 
and Greene encamped the Americans about five miles 
from 
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from their former pofition. The field of battle was oc- 178- 


cupied only by the ‘dead. The lofs of the Americans 


in killed, wounded and miffing, was 264 *. Among 


the firft was capt. Beatty of the Maryland line, one 


of the beft of officers, and an ornament to his pro- 
| feffion. Many of the miffing returned. 


The next day Greene in general orders commended 


the exertions of feveral corps; but implicitly and by 
filence ceifured the infantry of the battalions; which 


would not have been done had he known the real eaufe 
of their apparent mifcondu&t. ‘The virtual cenfure was 
feverely felt, and the diffatisfaction of the troops upon 
the occafion, who faid they were ordered to retire; and 
the complaints of many of the officers who acknowledg- 


-ed they had communicated fuch orders, at length pro- 


duced, at the inftance of col. Gunby, a court of inquiry. 


It then appeared that Gunby received orders to advance 
and charge bayonets without firing: this order was in< 


ftantly communicated to the regiment ; which advanced 
cheerfully for fome diftance, when a firing began on the 
right, and in a fhort time became general through the 


whole regiment. Soon after, two of the right hand 


companies gave way, when Gunby ordered the other 
four to be brought off. This was done, and they join- 
ed:Gunby at the foot of the hill, where he was exert- 
ing himfelf in rallying the other two companies, and at 


length effected it. The regiment was again formed, 
and gave a fire or two as above related. Greene in ge-~ 


neral orders pronounced Gunby’s fpint and adtivity un- 
exceptionable ; but his order for the regiment to retire 


extremely improper and unmilitary; and declared that _ 


* The return to the Board of War, 
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17512 to be the only probable caufe why they did not obtain 
_ a complete victory. . 7 
Le On the 28th gen, Greene thus expreffed hinnfel€ § in a. 
We lgetet to the chevalier de la Luzerne—“ This diftreffed 
country [am fure cannot’ ftrugele much longer, with- 

out more effectual fupport. They may ftrugele a little 
while longer, but they muft fall; and I fear their fail 

will lay a train to fap the independence of the reft of. 
America.—I have, agreeable to your excellency’s advice, . 


impreffed the ftates all in my power with a fenfe of their 
danger; but they have not the means to make the ne-. 
cellary exertions.—-We fight, get beaten, rife and ficht 
again. The whole country 1s one continued fcene of. 
blood and flaughter.” On the 1ft of May he wrote to 
the marquis de la Fayette—“* You may depend upon it, 
that nothing can equal the fufferings of our little army, , 


ter of your prudence; and plunge you, into a misfor-. 
tune in too eager a purfuit after « glory. This is the voice. 
of a friend, and not the caution of a general.” .. Capt, 
Smith of the Americans was deprived of the common 
indulgence allowed to Oxpribncrss on. a eharge brought 
again{t him by deferters from Greene’s ar my, of mur- 


guards aiter the action of Guildford. . Greene complain-» 


the charge. J] have only to obferve ugon it, that had, 
fuch. ‘a, charge been made againft any of your officers, . 


before I fhould have treated thein with any peculiar markg 
of indignity, I fhould firft have. made the inquiry, and 
a a had 


iy 


but their merit. Let not the love of fame eet the .bet=, ay 


dering an officer fee ae s belonging to the- 


ed of it ta lord Rawdon in a letter of May. the 3d, and. | 
faid——“* Nothing can, be. more reco to the truth than » 


vl 


whom the fortune of war had thrown into our hands; | 
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had the fact better eftablifhed. Ait iS “my with that the !/ SI. 
war fhould be conducted upon the moft liberal, nati- 
‘onal and generous principles ; but I will never fuffer an 
indignity or injury to be offered to our officers without 
retaliation.” Wh 

Soon after the action with his lordfhip, Greene know- 
ing that the Britifh garrifon in Camden could not fubhitt 
long without frefh fupplies from Charleftown or the 
country, detached a reinforcement to Marion on the road 
to Nelfon’s ferry; and on the 3d of May crofled the May 
Wateree, and took occafionally fuch pofitions as would 
moft effectually prevent fuccours from going into the 
town from that quarter. On the 4th he wrote to gover- 
nor Reed of Pennfylvania—* Thofe whofe true intereft 
it was to have inforrned congrefs and the people to the 
northward with the real fate of things, have joined in 
the deception, and magnified the ftrength and refources 
of this country infinitely above their ability. Many of 
thofe’ who adhere to our party, are fo fond of pleafure, 
that they cannot think of making the neceflary facrifices 
to fupport the revolution. ‘There are many good and 


yirtuous people to the fouthward; but they cannot ani- 


mate the inhabitants in general, as you can to the north- 
ward.—When ruin appears to approach any flate, they 
are alarmed and begin to think of exerting themfelves ; 
but its approach no fooner receives a check, than they 
{ink back into a carelefs inattention. — Virginia has ex- 
erted heffelf in giving a temporary fupport to the ar my ; 
but her pleafure and her policy prevent her giving us 
fuch permanent aid, as her ftrength and refources are 
capable of affording. Maryland has done nothing, nor 
¢an 1 hear of any exertions there equal to the oan 
Y oe 4 " of 
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1781.0f war.—Delaware has not amfwered my letters.—Thefe 
_ ftates have few men here, and thofe they have are daily 

difcharged.—-North Carolina has got next to no regu- 
lars in the field, and few militia, and thefe the worft in 
the world, for they have neither pride nor principle to 
bind them to any party, or to a difcharge of their duty. 
Generals Marion and Sumpter have a few people 
who adhere to them, perhaps more from a defire and the 
opportunity of plundering, than from any inclination 
to promote the independence of the United States.—] 
have been playing the moft hazardous game to keep up 
appearances in this quarter, until more effectual] f{upport 
could be afforded. But our number is reduced to a 
mere fhadow.—The war to the northward is nothing. | 
It is a plain bufinefs. Here the war rages like a fire; 
and the enterprife and activity of the enemy almoft ex- 
ceed belief. I have run every rifk and hazard, and find 
the difficulties thicken upon me daily; and you know 
Tam not of a defponding fpirit or idle temper.—If 
our good friends the French cannot lend a helping hand »*) 
to fave thefe finking ftates, they muft and will fall. : 
Flere we are contending with more than five times our 
number, and.among a people much more in the ene. 
my’s intereft than ours.” Greene complains in this let. _- 
ter of the Marylanders; but they had raifed 500 regu- 7 
lars, who might have joined him in April, if proper 
pains had been taken by the executive power. 


On the 7th of May lord Rawdon received a confider- 
able reinforcement by the arrival of the detachment un. | 
der Watfon. With this increafe of ftrength he attempt- | 
ed the next day to compel gen. Greene to another ac. 
tion, which he found to. be impracticable... Failing in 
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deal of his own baggage. He then evacuated the poft, 
and retired with his whole army to the fouth of the 
Santee, leaving about 30 of his own fick and wounded, 
and as many of the Americans. Greene’s return to the 
fouthward being unexpected, the ftores of the garrifon 


"were not provided for a fiege; but the evacuation was 
| haftened, as Greene apprehended, from an alarm that 
-ameafure of his had given them. While in the neigh- 


bourhood of Crttides, he hanged in one day eight fol- 
diers, who had deferted from his army, and were after- 


| ward taken prifoners. This execution, according to the 


information given him, almoft bred a mutiny in the 


- garrifon, which was compofed very much of deferters. 


It had a ftrong effet on his own troops, from whom 
there was no defertion for three months. Rawdon had 


the honor of faving his men, though he loft the poft, 


the country, ‘and the confidence of the tories. He of- 
fered every affiftance in his power to the friends of Bri- 
tifh government who would accompany him, which was 
the choice of feveral families. 
The evacuation of Camden animated the friends of 
congrefs, and daily increafed their numbers; while the 
Britifh pofts fell in quick fucceffion, The day after 
the evacuation, the garrifon of Orangeburgh, confifting 
of 70 Britifh militia and 12 regulars, furrendered to 
Sumpter. Marion and Lee, after the capture of fort 
Watfon, croffed the Santee and moved up to fort Motte, 
which lies above the Fork on the fouth fide of the Con- 
garee, where they arrived on the 8th of May. The 
erat had built their works round Mrs, Motte’s dwel- 
ling 


89 
his defien he returned to Camden; and on the roth 1781. 
burned the jail, mills, many private houfes, and a great se 
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53-ling houfe, which occafioned her moving to a neigh- 
bouring hut. She was informed that firing the houfe 
was the eafieft mode of reducing the garrifon: upon 
that fhe prefented the befiegers with a quiver of African 


arrows, to be employed in the fervice. Skewers armed 
with combuftible materials were alfo ufed, and with 
more effect. Succefs foon crowned thefe experiments, 
and her joy was inexpreffible upon finding that the re- 


expence of her property. The firing of her houfe com- 
_, pelled the garrifon of 165 men, to furrender at difcre- 
tion on the rath, after a brave defence. Two days 
after, the Britith evacuated their poft at Nelfon’s ferry. 
On the rth, fort Granby, about 30 miles to the weft- 
ward of fort Motte, was reduced. The preceding night 
Lee erected a battery within 600 yards of its out-works, 


fort Motte. — the third difcharge from this field 
piece, major Maxwell capitulated, His force confifted 
of 352 men, a great part royal militia. Very advan- 
tageous terms were given them, in confequence of in- 
formation that lord Rawdon was ma rching to their re- 
lief. . They had the offer of fecurity to their bao ggace, 
in which was included an immenfe quantity of plunder, 
This haftened the furrender. The American militia 
were much difgufted, that the garrifon was fo favored. 
They aican an inclination for arte the capitula- 
tion, and killing the prifoners.. When Greene heard of 
it, he eae declared that he would put to death any 
one that fhould be guilty of fo doing. 

The day after the furrender of P Granby, ie ee 


gan his march to join Pickens, who with a body of 


militia 


duction of the poft had been expedited, though at the 


on which he mounted a fix pounder haftily brought from’ 


AMERICAN REY OL U-TRELO N. gt 


militia was in the neighbourhood of Augufta; and in 17816 
] four days completed it. . On the a1ft, the Britifh poft 2% 
at Silver Bluff, called fort Dreadnought, with fix com- 
-miffioned officers and 70 ftaff, non-commiffioned and 
privates, befide a field piece and a large quantity of 
ftores, furrendered to a detachment of the legion under 
capt, Rudolph. Pickens and Lee had. for their object 
the reduétion of fort Cornwallis at Augufta, where col. 
Brown commanded. The approaches were conducted 
with judgment and rapidity; but no advantage could 
be gained over the brave and vigilant Brown. In the 
_courfe of the fiege, feveral batteries were erected which 
- overlooked the fort. From thefe the American riflemen 
- fhot into the infide of the works. with fuccefs. The 
garrifon buried themfelves in a’ great meafure un- 
f der ground; and. obftinately . refufed to furrender, till 
| every man who attempted to fire upon the befiegers was 
| inftantly fhot down. On the 5th of June, the fort with 
| about joo men furrendered by capitulation. . The 
| Americans had about 40 killed and wounded during the 
fiege. Lieut. col. Grierfon, who was greatly obnoxious 
to them, was after the furrender put to death by fome 
unfeen markfman. A reward of a hundred guineas was 
offered for the perpetrator of this perfidious deed, who 
notwithftanding remained undifcovered. Brown would 
probably have fhared a fimilar fate, had not his con- 
ae furnifhed him with an efcort to the royal garri- 
fon in Savannah; for on bis way he had to pafs through 
the inhabitants whofe houfes he had burned, whofe re- 
lations he. had hanged,. and fome of whofe. fellow citi- 
gens he had delivered to the Indians, from whofe hands 
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fered all the tortures, which favagenefs has com 


trived to give poignancy to the pains of death. 

General Greene, the mean while, had proceeded with 
the main army to Ninety Six, which was of more con- 
fequence than the other pofts, and was defended by a con- 
fiderable force tnder the command of heut. col. Cru- 


May i" \ 

22, ger. Greene arrived before the town on the 224 of 
May, and two days after opened his firft batteries. The 

approaches were carried on with unremitting affiduity, 


=a 
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day and night. Greene’s regular force was fomewhat 
fuperior to that of the garrifon *. The militia in that 
diftrict abated their Habit attic for d-ftroying each 
other, and waited the event of the fieze. The Ameri- 
cans not finding the aid they expected from them; but 
on the contrary being obliged to fend large convoys 
With the waggons, that went only a few miles from camp 
for provifions or forage, the bufinefs became extremely 
irkfome, and the event dubious: however the fiege was 
profecuted with indefatigable induftry. The garrifon 
defended themfelves with fpirit and addrefs; and fre- 
quent rencounters happened with various fuccefs. Rifle- 


* Mr. M‘Kenzie in his ftri€tures on Tarleton’s hiftory fays, the 
American army amounted to upward of four thoufand men—p, 146, 
‘The American deputy adjutant general, col..O. Williams, ftated them 
thus in his return, prefent fit for duty, rank and file, Maryland _bri- 
gade 427, Virginia ditto 431, North Carolina battalion 66, Dela- 
ware ditto 6o, in all 984; and made no mention of militia. Mr, 
M Kenzie ftates the garrifon at about 150 men of Delancey’s battalion, 
200 Jerfey volunteers, and about 200 loyal militia, in all 550, if 
full, and no more than about the number fpecified. But if a miftake 
in the account of the garrifon, any wife fimilar to that of the Ame- 
rican army, thas been committed, the difproportion between both muft 
Be mach greater, than that of 550 and 984, 


men 
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men were employed on both fides, who immediately aver 
| levelled at every perfon that appeared in fight, and fel- 
} dom miffed their object. The additional force of Lee’s 
legion after the furrender of fort Cornwallis, was highly 
feafonable ; as moft of the American militia had with- 


] drawn, either to carry home their plunder, or to fecure 
| their families from the ravages of the royalifts, who 
began to get rid of their apprehenfions, on a report 
that a large reinforcement from Europe had arrived at 
-Charleftown, and that lord Rawdon was marching to the 
relief of Ninety Six. 

- On the 3d of June, a fleet arrived from Ireland, hav- June 
ing on board the 3d, rgth, and joth Britifh regiments, % 
4 derachinaant from the guards, and a confiderable body 
ef recruits, the whole commanded by lieut. col. Gould. 
This was a feafonable arrival; for the royal army had 
‘loft a number of brave officers and foldiers, through 
the fudden and unexpected attack of the Americans 
upon their detached pofts in different ane of the coun-’ 
try. On the sth, Rawdon marched from Charleftown 
with a number of thefe newly arrived troops, in order to. 
| relieve the garrifon at Ninety Six. Great were the dif- 
ficulties they had to encounter, in rapidly marching un- 
der the rage of a burning fun through the whole ex- 
| tent of South Carolina; but: much greater was their af- 
tonifhment, when they were told, that their fervices in 
the field were neceflary to oppofe the yet unfubdued re- 
| bels in the province. They had been amufed with 
| hopes, that nothing remained for them to do, but to 
fit down as fettlers on the forfeited lands of a conquer- 
ed country. . General Greene’s army had advanced their 
approaches very near that critical point, after which fur- 
ther 


a 


es 


178t.ther refiftance would have been temerity. At this in- 
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terefling moment, intelligence was received, that lord 
Rawdon was nigh at hand, with a reinforcement of at 
leaft 1700 foot, and 150 horfe. An American lady, 
lately married to an officer in the garrifon, had been 
prevailed upon by a large fum of money to convey a 
letter to Cruger, with the news of their approach. At- 
tempts had been made to retard their march, but withs 
out the defired effect.. Their vicinity made it neceflary — 
either to raife the fiege, or make a bold attempt for the 
reduction of the place. The American army was’ eager’ 
for this effort, in which every one knew and defpifed 
the danger. But Greene confidered the confequences 
of a _repulfe, and inftead of a ceneral affault, ordered 
the batteries to be well manned and a furious cannonade 
to commence, while the: troops lined the ‘trenches:and 
parallel lines with all the appearances of a meditatéd 
coup-de-main. One of the redoubts was quickly aban- 
doned, and Lee’s light infantry took pofleffion of ite || 
Immediately afterward, a felect party from the Mary- | 
land brigade under lieut. Duval, and another from the 
Virginia brigade under. lieut. Selden, followed by a num- 
ber of pioneers spe with entrenching tools and_ 
orapples, entered the. ditch of the fhe ret work called — 
the Star fort, and endeavoured to pull down the nd 9 
bags and to make a lodgment. The aftonifhment of 
the enemy at firft made their oppofition feeble; but the | 
ftrength of their works requiring much time to reduce 
them, fome.of their troops who had abandoned the poft | 
ere brought back to its defence, and parties were thrown 
into the ditch to charge the Americans on each flank, 
who were repulled with lofs, and then fucceeded by 
|. sothers 


a 


i 
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others that fuffered alfo, while thofe within fought en- gj, 
tirely under cover. « The American parties in the ditch 


were enfiladed and ‘galled exceedingly by the fire from 
the flank angles of their fort. ‘The enterprife however 
was not foon relinquifhed. Expofed as they were, with | 
their nofes almoft touching the muzzles of the enemy’s 
mufketry, flanked on both fides, and fighting foot to 


foot, they bravely maintained poffeflion. of the ditch, 


and vigoroufly urged the daring defign, till they were 


ordered to retire. The conflid& continued near an hour, 


when Greene obferving that every thing had been at- 


| tempted which could promife fuccels, directed thé “furs 
_viving affailants to be called off. About one third fell 


in the ditch, and near as many. were brought off wound-_ 


ed. Duval and Selden were both wounded. - During 
the attack, the rt M Jaryland regiment, ‘commanded by - 
capt. Benfon (which was to Gitar the advanced parties 
_ in cafe they penetrated the fort) manned the advanced 


parallel line, and both lines of approach, which were 
within -a few feet of the enemy’s works. The officers 


) could not be at once neighbours and firangers to dan- 


ger. They frequently obferved the fituation of affairs, 
ia fometimes ordered their foldiers to rife up and fire 
aver the heads of their companions, to prevent the ene- 
my from Jooking and firing over their fand bags. Capt. 


| Armiftrong received. a ball through the head, and capt 


Benfon a very dangerous wound through the left fhoulder 


| and neck. Rawdon’s near appreach obliged Greene to - 


raife the fiege on the evening of the toth, after having 


| loft, fince the 22d of May, about 150 men in killed, 
_ wounded and miffing. 
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It was a mortifying circumftance to the Americans, 


to be obliged to abandon the fiege, when in the grafp. | 
of vitory—to be compelled, when nearly mafters of 


the whole country, to retreat to its extremity. . On this 
fudden turn of affairs, Greene was advifed by fome per- 


fons to leave the ftate, and retire with his remaining 


June 


206 


July 
Aue 


Ize 


force to Virginia. ‘To fuch fuggeftions he nobly an- 
fwered—* I will recover the country, or die in the at- 
tempt.” On the goth, the American army croffed the 


Saluda and ‘retired toward Broad river. They reached: 


the Enoree on the 24th. Thus far lord Rawdon pur- 
fued them ; when finding it impoffible to overtake them, 
he faced about and returned. He confoled himfelf with 
the apprehenfion that they were gone to North Carolina 
or Virginia. But they halted and refrefhed themfelves near 
the Crofs roads, till Greone was informed, that his lord- 
fhip with about half his army was marching to the 
Congaree. Upon this the American-invalids and heavy 
baggage filed off toward Camden, and all the effective 
infantry marched by way.of Wynfborough to meet his 
lordfhip at fort Granby. The cavalry was previoufly 
detached to watch his motions; and-did it fo effeCtual- 
ly, that a part of them charged and took a captain, a 


lieutenant, a cornet, and 45 privates of the Britith dra- > 


goons, with all their horfes and accoutrements, one mile 
from their encampment. The day following, the 4th 
of July, his lordfhip marched from the Congaree to 
Orangeburgh, where he was joined by the 3d regiment 
under lieut. col. Stewart, with a convoy of provifions. 
Greene, after collecting the militia under Sumpter and 
Marion, and attaching them to the continentals, offered 
him battle on the 12th. His lordfhip, fecure in his 


t 


{trong " 
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itrong pofition, would not venture out, and Greene was 178%» 
too weak to attack him with any profpect of fuccefs, 
Advice being received that Cruger had evacuated Ninety 
Six, and was marching with his troops to join Rawdon, 
Greene ordered the Americans to retire about feven miles 
that evening. The next day the cavalry of the legion, 
the ftate troops and militia were detached to make a di- 
verfion toward Charleftown, and the reft of the army 
was ordered to the High-Hills of Santee. The fame 
day Rawdon and Cruger formed a junttion. A few 
days after, his Jordfhip left Orangeburgh with a con- 
fiderable detachment and a great number of waggons, 
and marched to Charleftown. His lordfhip intends re- 
turning to Great Britain. His ill ftate of health will 
fully juftify his ufing that leave of abfence which has 
been granted; while the nature of the fervice in the @ue 
rolinas can be no inducement for him to remain. 

The evacuation of Camden having been partly ef- 
fected by ftriking at the pofts below, Greene was for 
trying how far the like meafure might induce the Bri- 
| tifh to leave Orangeburgh. The detachment was fent 
off to Monk’s Corner and Dorchefter, and moved down 
by different reads ; in three days they commenced their 
I operations. Lee took all the waggons and wageon 
_herfes belonging to a convoy of provifiens. Lieut. col. 
Wade Hampton, with the ftate cavalry, charged a party. 
ef Britifh dragoons within five miles of Charleftown. 
He alfo took 50 prifoners at Strawbérry ferry, and 
burned four veffels loaded with valuable ftores for the » 
Britifh army. Sumpter appeared before the garrifon at 
| Biggin’s church, confifting of 500 infantry and upward. 
of 100 cavalry. Lieut. col. Coates: who commanded 
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1781¢there, after repulfing Sumpter’s advanced party, on the 


next evening deftroyed his ftores and retreated toward 
Charleftown, He was clofely purfued by Lee’s legion 
and Hampton’s ftate cavalry, The. legion came up 
with them, and took their rear guard and all their bag- 
gace, Sumpter and Marion came up with the main 
body after fome hours; but by this time the Britifh 


had fecured thémfelves by taking an advantageous poft 


ina range of houfes. An attack was however made, 
and continued with fpirit till upward of 40 were killed 
or wounded by the fire from the houfes. The Britifh 
loft in thefe different engagements 140 prifoners, befide 
feveral killed and wounded, all the baggage of the roth 
regiment, and above 100 horfes and feveral waggons. 
General Greene with the main army reached the High 
Hills of Santee on the 16th of July, and there repofed 
them till the 20d of Auguft. In a letter from thence 
of the 8th of Auguft, to a friend at Philadelphia, he 
thus exprefied himfelf-—“ Gen, Gates left this country 
under a heavy load; and I can affure you he did not 
deferve it. If he was to be blamed for any thing at all, 
it was for fighting, not for what he did, or did not do, 
in or after the action. I have been upon the ground 


where he was defeated, and think it was well chofen, 


and the troops properly drawn up; and had he halted 
after the defeat at Charlotte, without doing the leatt 
thing, I am perfuaded there would have been as little 
murmuring upon that occafion, as in any inftance what- 
ever, where the public meet with a misfortune of equal 
T think the order of congrefs for an in- 


magnitude, 
quiry was premature, and am confident he/will acquit 
himfelf with honor, whenever -he is brought to trial 


But 
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tories the whigs. Seme thoufands have fallen in this 


mnaffacres, the country will be depopulated in a few 
i) months more, as neither whig ner tory can live.” Thus 
} without charging, he rebuked Davies for a crime of 
| which he was wofully guilty, and advifed him to a bet- 
} ter conduct. Weighty reafons, though not a fimilar 


well as policy require, that proper meafures fhould be 


-unlefs found in arms. The idea of exterminating the 
tories is no lefs barbarous than impolitic. I hope you 
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But if I could have my with, he fhouid be acquitted 178% 
without an inquiry, uslefs he chofe it himfelf.” 

That you may form a clearer conception of the mi- 
feries attending the war in South Carolina, you are pre- 
fented with a few extracts from gen. Greene’s letters. 
While before Ninety Six he wrote to col. Davies, the 
23d of May—“ The animofity between the whigs and 
tories of this ftate renders their fitation truly deplor- 
able. There is not a day pafies, but there are more or 
lefs who fall a facrifice to this favage difpofition. The 
whigs feem determined to extirpate the tories, and the 


way in this quarter, and the evil rages with more vio- 
lence than ever. If a ftop cannot be foon put to thele 


one, induced Greene to write to Pickens, on the sth of 
June—‘ The inhabitants near Parker’s ford on the Saluda, 
are in great diftrefs from the favage conduct of a party 
of men belonging to col. Hammond’s regiment. This 
party plunders without mercy, and murders the de- 
fencelefs people, juft.as private pique, prejudice or per- 
fonal refentments dictate. Principles of humanity as 


immediately taken to reftrain thefe abufes, heal diffe- 


rences, and unite the people as much as poffible. No 
violence fhould be offered to any of the inhabitants, 


Is (tos will 


1781. will exert yourfelf to bring over the tories to our inter 
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eft, and check the growing enormities which prevail 
among the whigs, in plundering as private avarice or @ 
bloody difpofition fimulates them.” July the goth, the 
general thus exprefled himfelf to the fame perfon—‘ I 
arn exceedingly diftrefled, that the practice of plunder~ 
ing full continues to rage. Ifa check is not put to 
this fatal practice, the inhabitants will think their mife- 
ries rather increafed than leffened.” While Greene re- 


mained on the High Hills of Santee, he received from 


the prefident of congrefs, Mr. M‘Kean, the following 
extracts from letters of lord George Germaine.—To 
the commiffioners for reftoring peace. ‘ March the 
ath. Your declaration of the 2gth of December, will I 
truft be productive of good.effects. The narrow limits 
to which you have reduced ‘your exceptions, and the 


ff 


gener ality of the affurance you have given of reftora- 


tion of the former conftitutions ‘were, I doubt not, well | 
confidered, and sec neceflary and expedient: but as 


there are “many things in the conftitutions of fome of 
the colonies, and fome things in all, which the people 
have always wifhed to be altered, and others which the 
common advantages of both countries require to be 
changed, it.is neceflary to be attentive, that neither 


/ 


your acts nor declarations preclude any difquifition of 


fuch fubje&ts cr prevent fuch alterations being made in 
their conftitution as the people may folicit or canfent to.’ 
[Thus 1 


miffioners 


ears that the miniftry meant that the com- 
isthe be - suarded ih meee and decla- 
he American conftitutions might not 
the fame, ftability and permanency.|—To 

oir Henry Clinton, ‘* February the 7th, It gave his 
rajelty 


} to you) will not be carried on further, the meafure ‘of in- 
_ lifting your prifoners for fervice in the Weft Indies fhould 
be adopted immediately, and indeed fich has been the 
mortality of the troops there from ficknefs, that I da 
not fee any other means of recruiting them.—The pre- 


prevented the Warwick and Solebay, with their con- 


are all detained.” The prefident wrote in his letter of 
_ July the 17th, which accompanied the above extracts— 
“Tt further appears from thefe letters, that Arnold has 


ting on London, which have been paid, and the money 
are poffeffed of the originals.” ‘The following of May 


| the 22d, is thought alfo to have been fent to Greene by 
| arnember of congrefs— Congrefs this day received a 
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majefty fatisfaction to find you had determined to replace 18;, 
gen. Leflie’s detachment‘in Elizabeth river, by one un-. 
der gen. Arnold, with pofitive orders to eftabiith a. per~ 
manent poft there.’——To Sir H. Clinton. “ March 
the 7th. It is a pleafing, though at the fame time a mor- 
tifying reflection, which arifes from the view of the re- 
turn of the provincial forces. you have tranfmitted, that 
the American levies in the king’s fervice are more in 
number, than the whole of the inlifted troops in the fer- 
vice of the congrefs. I hope in the courfe of the fum- 
mer, the admiral'and you will be able to fpare a force 
fufficient to effect an eftablifhment at Caco Bay, and re- 
duce that country to the king’s obedience. As the ex- 
changes (as it appears from Mr. Wafhington’s lat lecter 


valency of wefterly winds thefe laft two months has 


voy, from getting further than Plymouth, where they 


received bills of exchange for five thoufand pounds fter- 


invefted in the ftocks. This was probably the certain. 
reward, the reft may have been eventual. Congreis 
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781. moft affectionate and friendly letter from the king of 

France. He gives us every affurance of the moft fub- 

frantial aid, as far as his abilities and the exigencies of 

his affairs in Europe will admit. He fpeaks m the moft © 
tender and feeling manner on the diftrefling fituation of 

our affairs; and fays, he will rifk silat his own 

affairs in order to afford us fome relief.” 

After Jord Rawdon’s return to Charleftown an affair 
took place, which has roufed the indignation of the Ame- 
ricans, and may receive a fairer difeuffion in fome fu- 
ture period, when impartiality fhall be more prevalent 
than at prefent. The whole truth, and nothing but the 
cruth, fo far as it has come to my- knowledge, fhall be 
now laid before~you. During the hege of Charleftown, 
col. Hayne ferved his country in a corps of militia horfe. 
After the capitulation, no alternative was left but either 
+o abandon his family and property, or to furrender to 
the conquerors. He concluded that inftead of waiting 
co be captured, it would be both more fafe and more 
honorable to go within the Britith lines, and furrender 
himfelf a voluntary prifoner. He therefore repaired to 
Charleftown, and offered to bind himfelf by the honor 
of an American officer, to do nothing prejudicial to the 
Britifh interef{ tiff he fhould be exe lanbal Reports 
made of his fuperior abilities and influence, uniformly 

xerted in the American caufe, operated with the con- 
guerors to refufe him a parole, though they were daily 
accuftomed to grant that indulgence to other inhabi- 
rants. He was told that he muft either become a Bri- 
tith fubject, or fubmit to clofe confinement. To be ar- 
refted and detained in the capital, was not to himfelf an 
intolerable evil; but to abandon his family both to the © 
| ravages 
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ravages of the fmall-pox, then raging in their neigh- 178te 
bourhood, and to the infults and depredations of the 
royalifts, was too much for the tender hufband and fond 
parent.. To acknowledge himfelf the fubje& of a go- 
_ -vernment which he had from principle renounced, was 
repugnant to his feelings; but without this he was cut 
_ off from every profpect of a return to his familys. In 

this embarraffing fituation he waited on Doétor Ram- 
_ fay with a declaration to the following effect— If the 
_ Britifh would grant me the indulgence, which we, in 
the day of our power, gave to their adherents, of re- 
moving my family and property, I would feek an afy- 
lum in the remoteft corner of the United States, rather 
than fubmit to their government; but as they allow no 
other alternative than fubmiffion or confinement in the 
capital, at a diftance from my wife and family, at a 
i] time when they are in the moft preffing need of my 
_prefence and fupport, I muft for the prefent yield to the 
demands of the conquerors. I requeft you to bear in 
-mind, that, previous to my taking this ftep, I declare, 
that it is contrary’to my inclination, and forced on me 
by hard neceffity, I never will bear arms againft my 
country. My new mafters can require no fervice of 
me, but what. is enjoined by the old militia law of the 
province, which fubftitutes.a fine in lieu of perfonal fer- 
vice. That I will pay as the price of my protection. 
If my conduct fhould be cenfured by my countrymen, 
I beg that you would remember this converfation, and 
bear witnefs for me, that I do not mean.to defert the 
caufe of America.” 

In this ftate of perplexity, col. Hayne fubfcribed a 
Ideclaration of his allegiance to the king of Great Bri- 
H 4 tain ; 
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1781.tain; but not without exprefsly objecting to the claufe 


which required him with bis arms to fupport the royal 
government. “The commandant of the garrifon, briga- 
dier general Paterfon, and James Simpfon efq; inten- 
dant of the Britifh police, aflured him that this would 
never be required; and added further, that when the 
recular forces could not defend the country without the 
aid of its inhabitants, it would be high time for the 
royal army to quit it. Having fubmitted to the royal 
eovernment, he was permitted to return to his family. 
Notwithftanding what had pafied at the time of his fub- 
miffion, he was repeatedly called upon to take arms 
again{t his countrymen, and finally threatened with clofe 
confinement in cafe of a further refufal. ‘This he con- 
fidered as a breach of contraé; and it being no longer 
inthe power of the Britifh to give him that protection, 
which was to be the compenfation of his allegiance; he 
viewed himfelf as releafed from all engagements to their” 
commanders, The inhabitants of his neighbourhood, 
who had alfo revolted, petitioned gen. Pickens to ap- 


point him to the command of their regiment, which 


to Telcue Williamfon, t 


_ was done, and the appointment accepted. 


Colonel Hayne having thus refumed his arms, fent 


out in July a fall party to reconnoitre ; which pened 


trated within feven miles of Charleftown, took een. Wil- 


liamfon prifoner, and retreated to the head quarters of | 


the regiment. ‘This was the fame Williamfon, who was 
an active officer in the South Carolina militia from the. i 
commencement of the war to the furrender of Charlefl 
town; foon after which event he became a Britith fub.) 
yect. Such was the anxiety of the Britith commandant” 
that he ordered out his whole? 
) cavalry! 
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cavalry on the bufinefs.. Hayne fell into their hands 
] He was carried to the capital, and confined in the pro- 
volt’s prifon, for having refumed his arms after accept- 
ing Britifh protection. At firft he was promited a trial, 
and had council prepared to juftify his conduct by the 
laws of nations and ufages of war: but this was finally 
_refufed, and he was ordered for execution by lord Raw- 
don and lieut. col. Balfour. The royal lieut. gov. Bull, 
-and.a great number of inhabitants, both royalifts and 
Americans, interceded for his life. ° The ladies of 
Charleftown generally figned a petition in his behalf, in 
which was introduced every delicate fentiment that was 
likely to operate on the gallantry of officers, or the hu- 
manity of men. His children, accompanied by fome 
near relations (the mother had died of the imali pox). 
were prefented on their bended knees, as humble fuic- 
ers for their father’s life. Such powerful interceffions 
were made in his favor as touched many an unfeeling 
heart, and drew tears from many an hard eye; but lord — 
Rawdon and Balfour continued firm to their determina- 
Hon. +: | : 

The colonel was repeatedly vifited by his friends, and 
converfed on various fabjeéts with a becoming fortitude,. 
He particularly lamented that, on principles ahi retalia~ 
tion, his execution would probably be an introduction 
to the fhedding of much innocent blood.. He regqueited 


» thofe in whom the fupreme power was vefted, to accom-. 
modate the mode of his death. to his feelings as-an 
officer: but this was-refufed. .On the laft evening of 


his life, he told a friend, that he was no more alarmed. 
at'the thoughts of death, than at any other. occurrence 
which was neceflary and unavoidable. Sy. §3 

On 
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1781. On receiving his fummons in the morning of Auguft 
Aug: the ath, to proceed to the place of execution, he deli- 
* "vered to. his eldeft fon, a youth of about 13 years of 
age, feveral papers relative to his cafe, and faid— 
< Prefent thefe papers to Mrs. Edwards, with my re- 
queft that fhe -would forward them to her brother in 
congrefs. You will next repair to the place of execu- 
tion; receive my body, and fee it decently interred 
among my forefathers.” They took afinal leave. The 
colonel’s arms were pinioned, anda guard placed round 
his perfon, The proceffion began from the Exchange 
in the forenoon. ‘The ftreets were crowded with thou- 
fands of anxious fpeCtators. He walked to the place of 
execution with fuch decent firmnefs, compofure and dig- 


nity,as to awaken the compaffion of many, and command 
refpect from all, When the city barrier was paft, and 
the inftrument of his cataftrophe appeared in full view,. 
a faithful friend by his fide obferved to him, that he 
hoped he would exhibit san example of the manner in 
which an American can die. He anfwered with the ut- 
moft tranquillity-— I will endeavour to do fo.” He 
afcended the cart with a firm ftep and ferene afpe@. He 
inquired of the executioner, who was making an.at~ | 
tempt to get up to pull the cap over his eyes, what he 
wanted. On being informed, the colonel replied—* J > 
will fave you the trouble,” and pulled it over himéflf. 
He was afterward afked, whether he withed to fay any 
thing, to which he anfwered—“ I will only take leave 

” of my friends, and be ready.” He then affectionately 

| fhook hands with three gentlemen, recommended his 
children to their care, and gave the fignal for the cart 

fo Move, 


Thus 
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-furnifhing that example in death, which extorted a con- 
‘feffion from his enemies, that though he did not die in 
a good caufe, he muft at leaft have acted from a per- 
fuafion of its being fo*. The world will judge whether 
his death was ftriétly according to law; and if fo, whe- 
ther the legality was not of that kind to which the 
maxim is to be applied—/ummum jus fumma injuria. 

The operations in Virginia fhall be now related. 

The junction of gen. Phillip’s force to gen. Arnold’s 
at Portfmouth, greatly increafed their power of diftrefling 
‘the ftate, which they failed not to improve as far as 
poffible. In April, the troops to the amount, about 
200, embarked and proceeded to James fiver. By 
| the 24th they ran up to City Point, below Peterfburgh, 
where baron de Steuben was with a number of militia. 
il Their whole force landed at fix in the evening; and the 
‘next day marched at ten in the morning. The. baron 
was fully convinced that Peterfburgh was their firft ob- 
je&. Having been obliged to fend away large detach- 
ments, he had not more than 1000 men to oppoie their 
advance. He had many reafons againft rifking a total 
defeat, the lofs of arms was a principal ‘one: on the 
other hand, to retire without fome show of refiftance, 


| 


Britith to further incurfions. He therefore determined 
to do what he could without hazarding too much. He 
made choice of Blandford (about a mile diftant) for the 


treat. The Americans paffed the night under arms. 
Toward noon of the 25th, the Britifh came in fight, 


* Doctor Ramfay’s Hiltory, Wol, 11. p. 277-224. 
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Thus fell colonel Ifaac Hayne in the bloom of life, 179! 


would intimidate the inhabitants, and encourage the - 


place of defence, and a neighbouring bridge for are+ 
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1781+ formed and extended their line to their left. It was near | 
three .o’clock before the firing commenced, which con-| 
tinued from poft to poft till paft five, when the fuperi- , 
ority of the enemy, and want of ammunition, obliged | 
the baron to order a retreat, and the bridge to be taken | 
up ; which were executed with great regularity notwithé | 
fianding the fire of the Britifh cannon and mufketry, | 
The Americans difputed the ground inch by inch, and | 
executed their manoeuvres with much exaéctnefSs. The | 
baron retired to Chefterfield court-houfe, ten miles from | 


Peterfburgh. ‘The next day the Britith deftroyed at | 


i Peterfburgh 400 hogfheads of tobacco, a fhip, anda 
number of {mall vefiels. On the 27th Arnold marched 
to Ofborn’s, four miles above which place the Virginians 
had a confiderable marine force, with which they meant 
to oppofe him. Arnold fent a flag to treat with the 
commander, who declared that he would defend his 
fleet to the laft. Arnold advanced with fome artillery, 
and at length overpowered him. The feamen took to 
their boats and efcaped, but not before they had feuttled 
and fet fire to feveral of their fhips. The militia were 
driven from the oppofite fhore. T'wo fhips and ten 
{maller veffels, loaded with tobacco, cordage, flour and 
other articles, fell into Arnold’s hands. Four fhips, five} 


brigantines, and a number of fmall’ veffels, were either _ 


burnt or funk. The whole quantity of tobacco taken 


or deftroyed in this fleet exceeded 2c00 hogtheads. | 


The Britifh by the 3oth reached Manchefter, where they § 
deftroyed 1200 hogfheads of tobacco: the marquis de” 
da Fayette, with his troops, who arrived -at Richmond 7 
on the oppofite fide the preceding evening, being {pecta-% 


tors of the conflagration, ‘The toyal army on their re- + 


turn 


‘K 


: 


tw ; 
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turn made great havoc at Warwick. Befide the fhips 1781 
on the ftocks and in the river, a large range of rope 
walks, a magazine of four, a number of warehoufes, 
| containing tobacco and other commodities, tan-houfes 
full of hides and bark, and feveral fine mills, were de- 
ftroyed or confumed in one general conflagration. The 
-army then returned to the fhipping, and the whole fell 
down toward the mouth of the river. While this force 
was fufficient for deftroying every fpecies of property to 
an almoft incredible amount, and for accumulating a 
great deal of fpoil for the parties commanding it, the 
“main purpofe was not anfwered: it was incapable of 
j bringing matters to any decifive conclufion. Here, and 
§ in the Carolinas, the veteran battalions were worn down 
-and confumed, without producing any permanent ad- 
vantage. | 
The marquis de la Fayette has been mentioned as 
prefent in Virginia. When he had marched back to 
othe head of Elk, he received an order from gen. Wafh- 
‘ington to go onto Virginia, that he might oppofe gen. 
Phillips. His troops were in want of almoft every 
thing, however they proceeded to, and arrived at Balti- 
-more on the 17th of April. Here he was under the 
ereateft embarrafiment for want of fhoes; there not 
_ being a pair in his whole command. But the love and 
- confidence he had excited, enabled him to borrow of the 
merchants two thoufand guineas upon his own credit; 
with which he procured fuch neceflaries, as were wanting 
for the forwardine of his detachment. The marquis, 
_ being jealous that Richmond was Phillips’s object, made 
a forced march of 200 miles, and arrived at that place 
the evening before the latter reached Manchetter. 29. 
During 
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During the night, which was fpent in making difpofitions 
of defence, the marquis was joined by fome militia un- 
der baron Steuben. His prefence with fuch a body of } 
troops fecured Richmond from the hoftile attack of the } 
Britith, and faved the military ftores with which it was 
then filled. The marquis, with a very inferior force, 
kept on the north fide of James river; acted fo | 
entirely on the defenfive, and at the fame time made fo 
judicious a choice of pofts, and fhowed fuch vigor and 
defizn in his movements, as prevented any advantage 
being taken of his weaknefs. Upon the falling down 
of the Britifh forces to the mouth of the river, with a | 
view of collecting contributions at Williamfburgh and 
in the neighbourhood, the marquis difcovered no {mall 
activity in countera€ting them. On their fudden return 
up James river, he conceived their object to be the 
forming a junéion with lord Cornwallis, of whofe. 
marching through North Carolina he had received fome 
faint intelligence. He therefore made a rapid move- | 
ment, that he might get before them to Peterfburgh 3 
but was foiled in his defign, through the vigilance of the 
Britith commanders. The laft a€t of gen. Phillips was 
the taking poffeffion of this place late in the night of | 
May the gth: on the 13th he died. 

Lord Cornwallis, after the aétion with Greene near 
Guilford court-houfe, croffing Deep river, marched for 
Wilmington, and arrived in the neighbourhood on the 
7th of April. Hie concluded upon marching to Virgi- 
nia, and endeavouring a junction with Phillips. The 
troops were now to encounter a new march of 300- 
miles ; while fo deftitute of neceffaries, that the cavalry _ 
might be faid to want every thing, and the infantry every 
: thing 


i 


tinentals, 2000 militia, and 60 dragoons. 
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thing but thoes. 


provided for every poffible contingency as far as in hi& 


power; and then began his march on the 25th of April. 
} He arrived at Peterfburgh on the 20th of May. Here 
he received the unwelcome news of Phillips’s death; 


but 
had the confolation of meeting with a frefh reinforce- 


‘ment of about 1800 men, whom Sir Henry Clinton 
Vhad fent to fupport the war with vigor. 
wallis, on taking the command, felt himfelf fo fuperior 


Tord. Corn 


to the American force, that he exulted in the profpect 


of fuccefs; and defpifing the youth of his opponent un- 
‘guardedly wrote to Great Britain—“ the boy cannot efcape- 


a? 


The marquis’s little army confifted of ooo con- 
Cornwallis 


proceeded from Peterfburgh to James river, which he 


Vite. 


croffed in order to diflodge Fayette from Richmond: it 
was evacuated on the 27th, His lordfhip then marched 
through Hanover county, and croffed the South Anna 


river, Fayette conftantly following his motions, but at a 
guarded diftance in every part of his progrefs. His 
lordthip at one time: planned the furprifal of the marquis, 


Pwhile on the fame fide of James river with himfelf; 
pout was diverted from his intention by a {py, whom Fayette 
had fent into hiscamp. The marquis was very defirous 


of obtaining full intelligence concerning his lordfhip ; 
and concluded upon prevailing, if pollible, upon one 
Charles (generally called Charly) Morgan, a Jerfey fol- 
dier, of whom he had entertained a favorable opinion, 
to turn deferter, and go over to the Britifh army, in 


Jorder to his executing the bufinefS of a fpy more effec- 


tually, Charly was jept for, and agreed to undertake 
| the 


—— 


iif 


Neither were in any fuitable condition 1781» 
‘to move, even the day before marching. His lordfhip 


20¢- 
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the hazardous employ; but infifted, that in cafe he } 
fhould be difcovered and hanged, the marquis, to fecure” 
his reputation, fhould have it inferted in the Jerfey paper, 
that he was fent upon the fervice by his commander. 
‘Charly deferted, and when he had reached: the royal 
army was carried before his lordfhip; who inquired into 
the reafon of his deferting, and received for anfwer— 

<< T have been, my lord, with the American army from 
the beginning, and while under gen. Wafhington was. 
fatisfied; but being put under a Penola I do not | 
like it, and have left the fervice.” His lordfhip coma 
mended and rewarded his conduct. Charly was very 
diligent in the difcharge of his military duty, and was 
-not in the leat fufpected; but at the fame time carefully” 
obferved all that paffed. One day while on particulary 
duty with his comrades, Cornwallis in clofe converfation | 
with fome officers, called Charly to him, -and faid— | 
<< How long time will it take the marquis to crofs James 
river ?’. Charly oe a moment, and anfwered—§ 
< Three hours, my lord.” His lordfhip exclaimed 4 
«< Three hours! why it will take three days.” ** No, 
my lord,” faid Charly, ‘“* the marquis has fo mani 
boats, and each boat will carry fo many men. If-youry 
lordfhip will be at the trouble of calculating, you will) 
find he can crofs in three hours.” His lordthip turned 
to the officers, and in the hearing of Charly remarked——]) 
« The fcheme will not do.” Charly concluded this was : 


Hs, 


} 
q 
} 


the moment for his returning to the marquis. He, asi 
n as poflible, plied his comrades with groo *, til t they ; 
were 

® A mixture of rum and water, which gained its name in the oe | 


lowing way. When admiral Vernon Be cls in the Weft Indies, 
; to 
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were well warmed, and then opened his mafked battery. 178%. 
He complained of the wants that prevailed in the Bri- -- 
tifh camp, ‘commended the fupphes with which the 
American abounded, exprefied his inclination to return, 
and then afked—* What fay you, will you go with 
me ?” They agreed, It was left with him to manage 
as to the fentries. To the firft he offered, in a very 
friendly manner, the taking a draught of rum out of 
his canteen. While the fellow was drinking, Charly 
fecured his arms; and then propoted his deferting with 
them; to which he confented through neceffity. The 
- fecond was ferved in like manner. Charly Morgan by 
his management carried off feven deferters with him. 
When he had reached the American army, and was 
‘brought to head quarters, the marquis upon feeing him 
cried out, “ Ha! Charly, are you got back?” “ Yes 
and pleafe your excellency, and have brought feven 
more with me,” was the an{wer. When Charly had 
related the reafon of his returning, and the obfervations 
he had made, the marqu vie ->d him money; but h 
declined accepting it, an 
again. ‘The marquis t then pro 
the rank of a corpora al ‘or Jer geant 


iis 
id'o ee to have his | gun 


lities for a common foldier | oe Ae re: 


to preferve the health ane lives of the failors, he ordered their allow- 
ance of ram to be mixed with a proper quantity of water, and ‘the 
liguor to be put upon deck for their ufe. The failors refented the 
alteration; but the refolation of the admiral obliged them to drink 
the mixture or go without: It fo happened that he generally wore on 
. board an old grogram coat : the failors took occafion from thence to 


file the mixture that was impofed upon them—grog. 


Vous 1Vs is ter 4 
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m8x.ter; fhould I be promoted my abilities may not an- 
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fwer, and I may lofe my character.” He however 
nobly requefted for his fellow foldiers, who were not fo 
well fupplied with thoes, ftockings and clothing as him- 
felf, that the marquis would promife to do what he 
could to relieve their diftreffes; which he eafily ob- 


‘tained. 


Lord Cornwallis, meeting with a plentiful fupply of 
fine horfes in the ftables of private gentlemen, mounted 
a confiderable body of troops. Cols. Tarleton and 
Simcoe were difpatched from the South Anna-with fepa- 
rate detachments to fcour the interior country. They 
penetrated into the receffes, which had been hitherto free 
from fpoilers, and might have done confiderable more 
mifchief to the inhabitants. “They deftroyed a number 
of arms under repair, fome cannon, a quantity of pur- 


powder, falt, harnefs and other matters, defigned for or -| 


capable of being applied to military fervices. Had their 
deftructive operations of this nature been ever fo confi- 
derable, inftead of trifling, they muft have efcaped all cén- 


fure ; and the Americans would have had no juft ground 


4% 


of complaint ;. but it was otherwife in various. inftances. 


Baron Steuben, who was at the Point of Fork with “s00 


regulars of the Virginia new levies and a few militia, re- 
tired upon the approach of Simcoe. He had been fepa- 
rated from the marquis, in confequence of an order from 
Greene for the baron to come and join him. The baron 
had ‘proceeded to the borders of North Carolina, This 
left the marquis fo weak, that he was obliged to fall 
back as Cornwallis advanced, till he fhould be reinforced. 
His lordfhip’s march to Virginia made the revocation 
of Greene’s order neceflary. “Tarleton penetrated, by a 

9 | ' ’ “forced 
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ceived information of Tarleton’s approach but jut time 


mountains, and convened at Stanton. ‘The Britifh con- 
vention prifoners had been early marched from Charlot te- 


ville toward Pennfylvania. 

Lord Cornwallis not having any immediate occafion 
for gen. Arnold, difpenfed with his abfence, fo that he 
returned to New York about the beginning of June 
His lordthip finding it impoffible to force the marquis 
de la Fayette to an a€tion, endeavoured to prevent his 
junétion with Wayne; who had been ordered by gen. 
Wafhington to march from the northward with the 
] Pennfylvania line, amounting to 800, with a view to that 
event. It was effected without lof at Racoon ford on 
the 7th of June. But while this junction was making, 
his lordfhip obtained an opening for placing himfelf be- 


tween the marquis and his ftores. ‘The ftores, whic! 
were an objeét with both armies, had been removed 
from Richmond to Albemarle old court-houfe above 
the Point of Fork. His lordfhip was fo far advanced, 
pas that within the courfe of two days he muft have 
gained poffeffion of them. At the fame moment he 
‘found that the marquis, by an unexpected and rapid 
march, was within a few miles of his army. This at 
firft might be matter of joy to him; as h e faw no prac- 
ticable way for the marquis to get between him and the 
ftores, but ‘by a road, in pafiing which the Americans 


I a2 ae trary 


Jenough to efcape his legion. They now crofled the 


ihight be attacked to great advantage. Hlowever, con-— 


i1¢ 
forced march, as far as Charlotte-vil le; aed. had nearly 1781" 
furprifed and taken the whole affembly of Virginia pri- fuse 

foners. ‘They had removed from Richmond to Char- 
I lotte-ville to be out of the way of Cornwallis ; ; and re+ 


Ae 
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5781+ trary to his lordfhip’s expectation, the marquis difcos | | 
vered a nearer road to Albemarle. It had been long 
difufed, and therefore was much embarraffed. Fayette ha 

it opened in the night; and to the aftonifhment off 
Cornwallis, fixed himfelf the next day ina ftreng pot, * 
tion between the Britith army and the American Fetes] 
His lordfhip now commenced a retrograde move-¥) 
ment; and in two night marches meafured back up- | 
ward of 50 miles. He was accompanied with his de. 7 
tachments under Tarleton and Simcoe. By about the | 
fune 17th he entered Richmond; the marquis prefling hard 
8. after him. On the 18th AS. Britifh moved toward the | | 
Americans, feemingly with the defign of ftriking a de-] 
tached corps. But upon the marching of the light in-7 
fantry and Pennfylvanians, they returned i ie ‘the town, 
The next day the marquis was joined by Steuben’s 
troops; and on the night of the 20th, Richmond was- 
evacuated. His lordfhip, under ‘an apprehenfion that) | 
the marquis was much ftronger than was really the cafe, ‘| 
haftened to Williamfburgh ; where he occupied a ftrong | 
poft, was under the protection of his fhipping, and re- q 
26 ceived a reinforcement from Portfmouth. Or | the 26th 
of June, the day after the main body of t he Britith | 
army arrived at Williamfburgh, their rear was attacked _ 
within fix miles of the place, by an American light 
corps under col. Butler; and had 160 killed and 
wounded. According to a private letter of Fayette to | 
the prefident of congrefs, his own troops at this period — | 
confifted only of 1500 regulars, 400 new levies, and 
about 2000 militia, in all 3900; while Cornwallis’s 
amounted to 4000 regulars, 800 of whom were mounted r 
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. fimilar to thofe already fpecified, the Britifh deftroyed 
above 2000 hogfheads of tobacco, with fome brafs and 
_anumber of iron ordnance. But they were joined by 
} no great number of inhabitants, and fcarcely by any of 
} the native Virginians. Lord Cornwallis, in his marches 
| from Charleftown to Camden, from Camden to the 
Dan river, from the Dan through North Carolina to 
Wilmington, from Wilmington to Richmond, and from 
Richmond to. Williamfburgh, made a route of more 
than eleven hundred miles, without computing devia- 
tions. 

The marquis de la Fayette kept with his body about 
18 or 20 miles diftant from lord Cornwallis, while his 
| advanced corps was within ro or 12, with an intention 
of infulting the Britifh rear guard, when they fhould 


burgh on the 4th of July. On the 6th at noon he re- 
ceived intelligence that the Americans were approaching. 
Perfuaded they would not venture an attack, except 
under the imprefMfion, that only a rear guard was left on 
that fide of the river, he ufed all proper means to en- 
courage that opinion of his weaknefs. Gen. Wayne 
‘relying upon the affurances of a countryman, that the 
main body had crofied, pufhed forward with 800 men, 
chiefly Pennfylvanians and fome light infantry, and to 
his furprife difcovered the Britifh army drawn up ready 
to receive him about fun fet. He inftantly conceived 
that the only mode of extricating himfelf from his peri- 
lous fituation, was by boldly attacking and engaging 
them for a while, and then retreating with the utmoft 
expedition, He preffed on with the greateft intrepidity, 
9 | 13 His 
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In the courfe of thefe movements, . befide articles 78%e 


pafs James river. His lordfhip evacuated Williamf{- Faby 


Ge 
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4781. His whole force, with which he began to e engage the 
Britifh, at no ereater diftance than twenty-five yards, 

did not exceed five hundred men, ail Penniylvanians*. 
After behaving with heroic bravery for a time, they 
faced about, and leaving their cannon behind, hurried 

off the field in hatte towar rd fome light infantry battali- 

s, that b y amoft rapid move had arrived within about 

i: Pane a mile of them. ‘Lord Cornwallis would admit of 
i no purfuit, for he conjectured, from the ftrangenefs of | 
| circumftances, that the whole was a {cheme of Fayette ; 
to draw him into an ambufcade. ‘The Britifh pafied 
the river at night, and retired to Portfmouth; and the | 


marquis chofe that moment for refting the American | 


troops. | 
However we fhall not quit Virginia without mention- 


ing that early in the fpring, a Britith frigate went up | 
the Patomak, and landed a party of men, who fet fire 
to and deftroyed fome gentlemen’s houfes on the Mary. | 
land fide of the river, in fight of Mount Vernon, gen. | 
Wafhington’s feat. The captain fent to Mr. Lund Wafh- : 
ington, (who fupplied the place of a fteward) and de- 3 
manded a quantity of provifions, with which he was 


furnifhed, to prevent worle confequences. This comm! 


y .y Pilance did not meet with the general’s approbation; | 
April ) 


zo. and in a letter of April the 3oth, he exprefied to Mr. 


Lund Wafhington his uneafinets at his having gone.on 
board the frigate, and furnifhed’ provifions; and faidy | 
«that he would rather it had been left to the enemy tay: 
take what they pleafed by bos ae at the rifk of: 


burning aah houfe and property.” 


* General Wayne’s letter to general Greene, 


r wl 
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We now proceed to the department under gen. Wafh- 1781. 


ington’s immediate command. % 

A publication in the New York paper about the month 
of A®ri, excited the general to write to a particular friend 
;— Rivington, or the infpector of his Gazette, publifhed 
_aletter from me to gov. Hancock.and his anfwer, which 
never had an exiftence but in the Gazette. The enemy 
fabricated a number of letters for me formerly as is well 
known.” The following extracts from his genuine let- 


ters will give you the beft account of the particulars to May 


which the fame relate. ‘ May the ift. I had ftrained 
_impretfs by military force to that length, I trembled for 
_ the confequences of the execution of every warrant which 
Thad granted for the purpofe; fo much are the people 
irritated by the frequent calls which have been made 
upon them in that way.”—* The 8th. Diftreffed beyond 
-expreffion at the prefent fituation and future profpect of 
_the army with regard to provifion, unlefs an immediate 
-and regular fupply can be obtained, I have determined 
to make one great effort more, by reprefentations and 
requifitions to the New England ftates.”—* The roth. 


From the pofts of Saratoga to that of Dobbs’s ferry — 


inclufive, I believe there is not (by the reports and re- 
turns I have received) at this moment on hand, one 
day’s fupply of meat for the army.”—‘ The rith. I 
-am fending gen. Heath purpofely to the eaftern {tates 
to reprefent our diftrefles, and fix a plan for our regular 


upply for the future.” Three days before, the general 
wrote to gov. Livingfton—* Intelligence has been fent — 


'me by a gentleman, who has an opportunity of know- 
ing what pafles among the enemy, that four parties had 
been fent out with orders to take or aflaflinate your ex- 
| Lia -cellency, 


I. 


222 


£78 


May 
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cellency, goy. Clinton, me, and a fourth perfon name 
~ unknown.? The general at the fame time, did not be- 
lieve that the enemy had any defign of affaffinating, 
though declared by one who faid he was engaged. The 
reprefentation made to the Maffachufetts general court 
of the army diftrefles, put them upon thofe exertions 
that were beneficial though infufficient. On the 14th 
Washington was pained with an account, that col. Greene, 
who lay near Croton river with a detachment of the 
army, had been furprifed in the morning, about fun rif, 
by a party of Delancey’s corps, confifting of 100 ca- 
valry, and about 200 infantry. They came firft to the 
colonel and major Flage’s quarters. The major was 
killed in bed, and the colonel badly wounded. ‘They 
attempted carrying him off, but finding that he could ) 
not march faft enough, they murdered him. His death | 
is much regretted. His bravery was feen and felt in the’ 
defence of Red-bank againft count Donop. | 

Monfieur de Barras, appointed to the command of 
the French fquadron at Newport, arrived at Bofton in 
the Concorde frigate on the 6th of May. He brought 
with him difpatches for the count de Rochambeau ; 
which being notified to Wafhington, he with senerals 3 
Knox and du Portail fet off for Weathersfield, three miles 
from Hartford, where they met the count de Rocham- 
beau and the chevalier Chaftellux on the 2ift. At this 
interview, after combining all prefent circumftances and 
future profpects, the plan propofed the laft year at Hart- 
ford of attacking New York was adopted. The objec 
was confidered of greater magnitude and more within’ 
their reach than any other. The weaknefs of the ear- 


rifon of New York, its central pofition for drawing 


together 


call a confiderable part of their force from the fouthward. 
|. The French troops were to march toward the North 
river as foon as circumftances would permit, leaving 


baggage, and 500 militia upon Rhode Ifland to fecure 
the works. On the 24th, letters were addreffed to the 24+ 


- Connecticut and’ Jerfey, requiring among other things, 
the requifition with “ Our allies in this country expect 
and depend upon being fupported by us, in the attempt . 

- we are about to make; and thofe in Europe will be af- 


 tonifhed, fhould we neglect the favorable opportunity 
_ which is now. offered.”’ The general returned to his head 


tions I have been able to form, in concert with fome of | 


the time I may require them.” : 
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together men and fupplies, and the fpur which an at- 178! 
tempt againft that place would give to every exertion, 
were among the reafons which prompted to the under- 
taking, and promifed fuccefs, unlefs the enemy fhould 


about 200 men at Providence with the heavy ftores and 


executive powers of New Hampfhire, Mafiachuletts, 


militia to the amount. of 6200. Wafhington enforced — 


quarters on the 26th. The next day he forwarded this 
information to the proper perfons—‘‘ On the calcula- 


the moft experienced French and American officers, the 
operation in view will require, in addition to the French » | 
army, all the continental battalions from New Hamp- ~ — my i 
fhire to New Jerfey to be completed.” . He added af- gm 
terward— As we cannot count: upon the battalions 

being full, and asa body of militia will moreover be 
necefiary, I have called upen the feveval ftates to hold 

certain numbers in readinefs to movg within a week of 


The Britifh adjutant ceneral employed Onamient.*. 
pene Moody, in attempting to intercept Wafhington’s ¥ 
dif 


June 
Zle 
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.difpatches. He fucceeded repeatedly, though his ef- 


capes were narrow. He was urged to renew the fervice 
after the interview between Wafhington and Rocham- 
beau had taken place; accordingly, way-laying the mail 
fome days in the Jerfeys, the opportunity offered for 
his taking and conveying to New York that very bag 
which contained the letters that were the object of the 
enterprife. 

Preparations were now making for the American ar- 
my’s taking’ the fieid; and on the 2a1ft of June they 
marched for the camp at Peeks-kill. On the 1ft of July, 
Wafhington mentioned in a letter-— From the 12th of 
May to this day, we have received only 312 head of 
cattle, from New Hampfhire 30, Maffachufetts 230, 
and Conneéticut 52. Unlefs more ftrenuous exertions 
are made to feed the few troops in the field, we mutt 
not only relinquifh our intended operation, but hall dif 
band for want of fubfiftence ; or which is almoft equally 


to be lamented, the troops will-be obliged to feek it for 


themfelves where it can be found.” The next morn- 


ing about three o’clock, the army marched toward New | 


York with no baggage, but a blanket and clean thirt 
each man, and four days provifions cooked. Gen. Lin- 
coln having taken poft with four battalions of infantry, 
and a fmall detachment of the guards, at no creat dif- 
tance from fort Independence, was attacked on the 3d 
by about 1500 royal troops. The bedy of the Ame- 
rican army, which was at hand, marched to fupport him. 
Lincoin defigned to draw the enemy to a diftance from 
their {trong poft at Kingfbridge and its dependencies, 
and thereby to have given Wafhington and the duke de 
{.auzun, with the French legion, and Sheldon’s dragoons, 
the 
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the Opportunity of turning their flanks. But it being 1781 


apparent that Wafhington determined to fight at all 


events, the enemy declined fending out reinforcements, 
and foon retired within Kingfbridge. The next day the 


army marched’ toward White Plains; and on the 6th ae 


the van of the French troops under Rochambeau ap- 
peared on the heights about eight o’clock, on the left of 
the Americans. On the 8th the French encamped near 
in a line with the Americans, with their left extending 
toward the Sound. ‘Their whole force confifts of more 
than thofe who went from Newport; for about the 8th 
of June, there arrived at Bofton, a French 50 gun fhip, 
3 frigates, and 14 tranfports, with 1500 men. Thefe 
marched the 14th of the fame month to join their coun- 
trymen under Rochambeau. The Britith having gained 
the proper intelligence planned an expedition, which 
would have been very prejudicial to the Americans had 
it fucceeded. “The nature and importance of it may be 
learned from the general orders of July the 17th.“ The 
commander in chief is exceedingly pleafed with major 


gen. Howe, for marching with fo much alacrity and 


rapidity to the defence of the flores at Tarry-town, and 
repulfing the enemy’s fhipping from thence. The gal- 
Jant behaviour aid fpirited exertions of col. Sheldon, 
eapt. Hurlblut of the ad regiment of dragoons, capt. 
lieur. Miles of the artillery, and lieut. Shaylor of the 
4th Conneéticut regiment, previous to the arrival of the 
troops, in extinguifhing the flames of the veffels whi¢h 
had been fet on fire by the enemy, and refcuing the 
whole of the ordnance anc frores from deftruction, has the 
applaufe of the ceneral.” On-the 21ft, the general in 
a letter to the & rench admiral thus expreded himfelf— 

‘ is | 


ly 
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+781. © T hope there will be no occafion for a movement to 


the fouthward, for want of force to act againit New 
York, as I flatter myfelf the glory of deftroying the Bri- 
tifh fquadron at New York is referved for the king’s fleet 
under your command, and that of the land force at the 
> At eight o’clock in 
the evening of the {ame cay, the American army (ex- 


fame place for the allied arms.’ 
P 


clufive of 20 men toa regiment) and part of the French, 
marched from their encampments, and continued it with 
great rapidity and fcarce any halt through the night. At 
four the next morning, they were drawn up in order of 
battle, while Wafhington, Rochambeau, all the general 
officers and engineers reconnoitred the different pofitions 
of the enemy’s works from right to left. The next 
morning was alfo {pent in reconnoitring. At four in the 
afternoon, the troops prepared to march and return to 
the camp. They arrived at their old ground by. half — 
after twelve. 

The ftates were all this while very dilatory in. fending 
the number of troops required: they were equally cul- 
pable as to the quality of thofe they did fend, which 
occafioned a Maffachufetts officer to write from camp as 
follows on the 26th——“ A private character, who fhould 
ufe fraud to get rid of his engagements, would be con- 
fidered as a fcoundrel; while a collective body do not 
blufh at tranfactions for which an individual would be 
kicked out of fociety. Had the different fates honeftly 
complied with the requifitions of congrefs, we fhould at 
this period have had an army in the field equal to any 
exigence of fervice. How contrary has been théir con- 
duct! Of the recruits which have come in, to fay no- 
thing of their deficiency in point of number, few of 


y 
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feen boys of a yard and a half 'oog paraded for mutter, 
abfolutely incapable of fuftainine the weight of a fol- 


-dier’s accoutrements, and have been told that thefe 
fhadows have been fent as part of the ftates quota, I 


have curfed the duplicity of my countrymen, and pro- 
nounced them unworthy the bleffings of freedom. ‘The 


_army at large confidered this conduct of their refpective 


{tates as a vile impofition; and we began to fend back 
the unqualified recruits ; but fo proportionably great was 
their number, that we were obliged to retain many, 


-who, though they are not at prefent, yet may in a cam- 
paign or two be in fome degree ferviceable. ‘This is 


no exaggerated picture. It might, by a deeper colour- 
ing, be made a more ftriking likenefs.” 
The continental army, by taking a pofition near New 


-York and its feveral movements, confirmed Sir H, 


Clinton in the belief of that intelligence he had procured 
by the interception of Wafhington’s letters, and led 
him to withdraw a confiderable part of the troops under 
the command of Cornwallis, as a reinforcement to his 
own garrifon. ‘This led Wafhington to obferve on the 


- 30th— From the change of circumftances with which 


this withdraw will be attended, we fhall probably entirely 


change our plan of operations. I conclude the enemy’s 
| capital poft will be at Portfmouth.” By great exertions 
-and powerful aids from the Maffachufetts and Rhode 


Ifland, the heavy artillery, ftores, &c. were brought to 
the North river in a manner beyond his expectation ; 


at 


128 
them will be able, before the expiration of their inlift- 178! 
! ments, to perform the duties of afoldier. When I have 


> Aug 
as he himfelf acknowledged on the 2d of Auguft; but z, 


on the fame day he seinen eee I am not ftronger 


La 
rei} 


‘tee 


1781. at this advanced period of the campaign, than when the | 


Aug. 
57. 


24. 
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army firft moved from winter, quarters. Not a fingle 
man has joined me, except 176 militia from Connec- 
ticut, who arrived at Weft Point yefterday, and 80 of 
the York levies, and about 200 ftate troops of Connec- 


ticut, both of which corps were upon the lines previous | 


to leaving winter cantonments.” However, in cafe the 
attempt againit New York muft be laid afide,; he con- 
foled himfelf with this thought The detachment left 
in Virginia feems the next object, and will be very prac- 
ticable fhould:we obtain a naval fuperiority.” It was 

ery diftreffing to find, that the ftates either would or 
aca not fill their continental: battalions, or afford the 
aids of militia required from them. At length, a letter 
from the count de Graffe, with intelligence that his deft 
nation was fixed to the Chefapéak, fettled the point by 
leaving no alternative; on which a joint anfwer from 


gen. Wafhington and count de Rochambeau was fent to ~ 
de Graffe on the 17th, to give him notice of their deter-_ 


mination to remove the whole of the French army, 
and as large a detachment of the Americans as could be 
{pared to the Chelapeak, there to meet -his aco 
The appearance of an attack upon New York however 
was ftill continued, and to induce the firmeft perfuafion 
of its being intended, ovens were erected oppofite to 
Staten ee at the mouth of the Rariton for the ufe of 
the French forces. While this deception was playing 
off againft Sir Fienry Clinton, the allied army crof Ted 


the North river on the 24th, and pufhed=fér Phil adel- 


phia, where they arrived on the joth ee three o’clock. | 


His . 


in the afternoon, and were faluted by firing of guns’ 
and ringing of bells; and in the evening with bonfires 


and 
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-and illuminations. While the allies were marching, the 178: 
-royalifts at New York were pleafing themfelves with 
this intelligence publifhed in their Gazette of Augutt 
the 2 sth.—** A gentleman jut arrived from Jerfey in- 
forms us, that young Laurens lately paffed through that 

| province on his return from Paris, and has brought the 
following very interefting intelligence, that THE EM- 
-PEROR OF GERMANY HAD DECLARED 
HIMSELY THE ALLY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
[all in large capitals] which threw the court of Verfuilles 
into much confufion, as, in confequence.of this orcat 
event, the French nation muf withdraw all fupport from 
‘their new allies, the rebels of this continent; and we 
are informed it has, with another concurring circumftance, 


occafioned Mr. Weafhington and the count de Rocham- 
‘beau to quit their menacing pofition at White Plains, 
We are alfo told, that the French admiral is embark- 
j ing all the fick troops on board his fquadron, from which 


it is fuggefted that their fleet and army are to be with- 


i] 


drawn from Rhode Ifland, to ftrengthen themfelves in 
the Weft Indies. Its faid, that the French and rebels 
left their ground the day after Mr. Wafhington received 
the mortifying account of the emoeror’s alliance with 
his old friend the court of Great Britain.’ The fea-. 
fonable arrival of lieut. col. Laurens at the northward,. 
and his journey through Jerfey to Philadelphia, afforded 
the opportunity of fabricating fuch information to affift 

in difguifing the movement of the allied army *. On ‘ 
the 4th of September, Washington wrote to gen. Greene ee 
—‘* The plan has been totally changed, occafioned by 4 
)a variety of circumftances, two only need be mentioned, 


* A letter to Mr. Jenkinfon, printed for Debrett, 1781. - 
the 
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.the arrival of more than 2000 Germans at New York, 
and a certain information that de Grafle would make 
his firft appearance in the Chefapeak, commence his 
operations in Virginia, and could not continue long 
on the coafts. Iam now advanced to Philadelphia with 
more than 2000 American infantry, a regiment of ar- 
tillery, and fuch apparatus for a fiege as we could com- 
mand.” 7 | 

The fubfequent operations of the allied troops’ muft 
be related the next opportunity: only let me mention 
how: the French behaved, while refiding at Newport, 
and on their march to Philadelphia. During their whole 
ftay at Newport, they did not damage the property of 
the inhabitants to the amount of a hundred dollars. ‘The 
towns people could walk about in the evening and at 
night, with as much fafety as if there were no troops 
in the place. Officers of the firft rank and quality con- 
verfed with traders, merchants and gentlemen, whenever 


the language of either was enough underftood to admit 


of it, with the utmoft affability. Their eafy manners 
and condefcending civility endeared them to the citizens 
among whom they were quartered ; and produced com- 
-parifons between them and the bulk of Britifh officers 
who had been before among them, no wife to the ad- 
vantage of the latter. When the foldiers were en- 
camped out of Newport, the cows grazing in the adjoin- 
ing fields were never injured, or fo much as milked, 
They were rather a guard than a nuifance. The voice 
of individuals and of the people at large, commended 
them for their exemplary behaviour. When they march- 
ed through the country in their way to the Arherican 
army, their two columns obferved uncommon regula 
rity 3 


| 


| 
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rican corporals guards. The fame conduct was prac- 


tifed elfewhere. Every care was taken to put the inha- 
bitants to the leaft poffible inconvenience: thefe were 
_agreeably+ furprifed -at finding that fuch a number of 


men in arms could occafion fo little difturbance and 


trouble. They were welcome euefts too, as they paid 
punctually for all they wanted, with hard money. Here 


Jet it be remarked, that the abundance of hard money 


which was brought into the United States, for the fup- 


port of the French navy and army, furnifhed a quantity 
of cafh that was extremely ufeful to the Americans, 


and in a degree checked the rapid growth of their diftreffes 
through the expiring ftate of the paper currency. The 
} union of thefe feveral particulars, and the expectation of 
j further benefits in military operations, placed the Ame- 


ricans and French on the moft friendly footing, though a 
few years before they had been in the habit of reviling, 
hating and fighting with each other. . 

#.ccounts of the military and naval operations at Pen- 
facola and in the Weft Indies having reached the conti- 
nent, the fame fhall now be related. 

Don Bernardo de Galvez having extended his views to 
the taking of Penfacola, and thereby completing the con- 


queft of Weft Florida, went to the Havannah to for- 


ward and take upon him the command of the ee 
deftined for that fervice. Soon after the fleet had faile 

it was nearly ruined by a hurricane. Four capital a 
befide others, were loft; and all on board perifhed to 


the amount of more than 2000... The remainder of the 


Vou. IV, K fleet 


rity; and_a gentleman in a public chara€ter told me, 178% 
_ that when they pafied through his town, they did not do 
| more damage than if they had been a couple of Ame- 


Q- 
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fleet put back to the Havannah; the critical arrival of 
four ftore fhips from Spain, enabled them to refit fpeedily; 
and five fail of the line, with fmaller veffels, were dif 
patched to conduct Don Galvez, with between 7 and 
8000 land forces, on the expedition.’ They arrived be- 
fore Penfacola on the gth.of March, and were followed 
in time by Don Solano with the remainder of the fleet, 
the whole amounting to 19 fail of the line. The en- 
trance of the harbour could net be long defended again 
fo great a power. ‘The paflage was forced ; the landing 
effected; the ground broken, and the fiege commenced } 


in forrn by fea and land. . The garrifon was weak; and } 
eompoted of the remains of Britith regiments, of Mary- | 
land and Pennfylvania royalifts, of Waldeckers, nee 
marines, inhabitants and negroes. | 

By the prudent management of gen. Campbell, there | 
was not the fmalleft difcordance in fo. motley a garri- | 
fon ; and to their praife, they behaved bravely and pa- 
tiently through every part of the fiege. The defence 


=—— 


was vigorous. In the firfbweek of May the Spaniards 
had done nothing decifive; and yet they were not flack 
in advancing their works. The fate of the place wag’ | 
inevitable ; -but the reduction of it would have coft 

them confiderably more time and trouble, af an. accident: 
had not fraftrated the hopes of the befieged. ‘The fall | 


ing of a bomb, near the door of the magazine belong- 


ing to the redoubt, and which lay unden its centre, de-. 
cided the fate of Penfacola. “The burfting of the bomb 
forced open the door ; fet fire to the powder within; and 
in an inflant the whole redowbt was nearly a heap. of 
rabbith, Two flank works fill remained entire ; and 
through the coolnefs and intrepidity of the officers who: 
com- 
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commanded in them, and the excellent ufe they made 178!- 
of their artillery, the befiegers, who rufhed on to take 
advantage of the confufion and to ftorm the place, were 
in their firft onfet repulfed. By this brave exertion, 
time was obtained to carry off the wounded, and fuch 
artillery as was not buried in the ruins. But the enemy 
_ bringing on their whole force to attack the flank works, 
they were neceflarily abandoned. In thefe circum- 
j ftances, and without the moft diftant hope of relief, it 
would have been madnefs to contend longer. An ho- 
norable capitulation was obtained by Mr, Chefter the 


h, ] » Vr , 
governor, and gen. Campbell. The place was delivered May 


| upon the gth of May. The Britifh troops were allowed 9. 
} to march out with the honors of war; were to be con- 
ducted to one of the ports belonging to Great Britain, 
the port of Auguftine and the ifland of Jamaica only 
excepted; and were not to ferve againft Spain or her 


_alhes until properly exchanged. The Americans are 
not pleafed that the exception was not extended ; as it 
left the Britith at liberty to fend them to New York, 
where a part of them arrived in a polacre on the 4th of 
July. 
_ Sir George Rodney, in confequence of information 
concerning the French fleet under the count de Graffe, 
detached the admirals, Sir Samuel Hood and Drake, 
with 17 fail of the line, to cruife off Fort Royal for the Apu 
purpoie of intercepting him. On the 23th of April, ,3. 
fome of Sir Samuel’s headmoft fhips returned haftily in 
fight, and with fignals announced the appearance of a 
| fuperior fleet and a numerous convoy to the windward 
of Point Salines. The admiral made the fignal for a 
general chace to windward: and at night it was deter- 
st K 2 mined 
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mined by the admirals to continue the line a-head (which 
had been previoufly formed) fo that getting as much as 
poffible to windward, they might clofe in with Fort 
Royal at day light, and cut off the enemy from the 
harbour. Inthe morning the French appeared, their 
convoy keeping clofe in with the land, while count de 
Grafle drew up his fleet ina line of battle a-breaft for 
their protection : natwithftanding the utmoft exertions of 
the Britith, he was joined by four fhips of the line and 
a fifty from Fort Royal harbour. The Britifh com- 
manders ufed every manceuvre to bring him to clofe 
aétion: but he being to windward, and fo having the 
choice, preferred a long fhot diftance. A. partial en- 
gagement commenced. ‘The van and the neareft fhips 
‘nthe centre of the Britifh, were expofed to a long and || 
heavy weight of fire in their ftruggles to clofe’ the} 
French and get to the windward: but fuffered chiefly 
in their mats, hulls and rigging. The action Iafted ‘ 
about three hours; when Sir Samuel Hood, finding — 
that not one fhot in ten of the French reached, and that” 
his attempts to gain the wind were fruitlefs, ceafed 
firing. Five fhips were rendered unfit for immediate 
fervice; and the Ruflel received fo many fhots between 
wind and water, that fhe was obliged to bear away for 
Statia. The count de Grafle had now a decided fupe-) 
riority ; and the following day would have brought on. 
a clofe engagement, which was prevented by the unex- 
“pected manccuvres of Sir Samuel. After yarious move-’ 
rents on the part of the two fleets through the day, | 
the Britith bore away in the night for Antigua. The 
French purfued in the morning, came up with the Tor- 
bay (which received feveral fhot and fome damage be- 
fore 


; “at he 
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fore fhe could be relieved) and continued the purfuit!78!- 
through the reft of the day, but languidly. 

_ The arrival of the Ruffel indicated to Sir George 
Rodney the danger of attending longer to the fale of 
the effects of Statia. She was repaired with the utmoft 
expedition, and in three days after her arrival, adm. 
Rodney and gen. Vaughan, with the Sandwich, Tri- 
umph, Ruffel, and fome land forces, proceeded to join 
Sir Sam. Hood and to protect the iflands. After fome 
time the Britifh fleet failed from Antigua to Barbadoes. 
Meanwhile the marquis de Bouille, with a body of troops May 
under the vifcount Damas, landed in the night at St. to. 
Lucie, whofe oarrifon was weak. The accidental ar- 
rival of a frigate, and of two floops of war, who in- 
{tantly landed their feamen and marines to man the bat- 


teries, contributed much to the prefervation of the 
ifland. ‘The moft vigorous preparations were made by 
gen. St. Leger for the defence of the different pofts. 
| The French fleet, of 2 5 fail of the line, bore down 

with a view of anchoring in Grofs Iflet Bay; but were 
received with fo fevere a fire, that they retired to lee- 
ward, ‘The marquis reimbarked his troops in the night, 
and the whole fleet ftood over to Martinico the next 
morning. 

On the day Sir Cee Rodney arrived at Barbadoes 23. 
with the fleet, a fmall French fquadron, with about 1200 
land forces, appeared off Tobago, and the troops were 
landed the next day. Gov. Ferguion immediately di- 
patched the Rattlefnake with intelligence to the admiral; 
| and the captain had the eood fortune to deliver the 
| difpatch at 12 o'clock on the night of the 26th. Rodney 
not conceiving aright cither of the force of the invaders, 

Ke or 
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178t+or the ftrength of the garrifon, contented himfelf with 
fending Drake with fix fail of the line, fome frigates, a 
regiment, and two additional companies to the relief of 
the ifland. Drake was inftructed, after landing the 
forces, and endeavouring to deftroy the fquadron by 

May which Tobago was invefted, to tejoin Rodney without 

29. amoment’s lofs of time. On the day he left Barbadoes, 
Sir George received information that the French grand 
fleet was apparently {tandinge toward Tobago. eal 
Drake made it on the morning of the joth, he dife 


vered de.Grafie with feveral {hips to leeward, pada 
him and the ifland. He explored the count’s fituation 
and firength; and on obferving that it confifted of 27 
fail of the line, fo that it was impoflible to afford any 
relief to the ifland, he hauled his wind and failed back; 
but was purfued to a confiderable diftance, while two of | 
his f{witteft frigates were difpatched to inform Rodney | 
of his return, Drake arrived in fight of Carlifle- bay 
on the 2d of June, but the remainder of the Britith 
fleet did not come out till the following day. The 
gi. French had landed on the 31ft of May, another body 
of 1200 men; while the force employed for the defence 
of Tobago, including regulars, militia and feamen, 


2) 
arnounted only to 427 whites, befide a {mall party of 40 


armed negroes, ‘Theie were encamped on mount Con- 
cordia; where they remained from the 2sth of May to 
the 1f of soe when they evacuated the po at one. 
in the morning, and retired to their laft faftnefs, the 
way to which was s extremely difficult. The marquis de 
Bouille purfued the garrifon with the utmoft eagernels ; 

but finding his gop: overcome by the heat, while the — 
fugitives were fill four miles a-head of him, and that he 

could 
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could net even procure any perfon who would conduct 1781. 
his troops, through the intricate ways they had to pafs, 
he determined upon making terror unite with force in 
the fhortening of a bufinefs, which might be not 
ey tedious, but prove an hinderance to other great 


ae jects | ftillin view. He accordingly ordered two capital 
piant ations, which were neareft at hand, to be reduced 
f afhes ; and perceiving that their deftruction did not 
produce the defired effect, he ordered that four more 
fhould meet with a fimilar fate at the commencement of 
every four hours, till a furrender fhould be rnade to the 
morning fummons he had fent to the garrifon. The 
militia now abfolutely refufed to hold out any longer. 
All the governor's remonftrances were in vain. The 
commanding officer ofthe regulars refufed to obey his 
orders, andthe ieldiers determined to capitulate. The - 


governor was at length prevailed on to egnicat to a capi- rae 
tulation, which took place on the ad of June. The 2 
conditions were €x <ceedingly favorable and advantageous 
- to the ifland. 
_. The Britith feet, amounting to 20 or 21 thips of the 
Tine, were foon informed on their arrival off Tobago 
of the lofs of the ifland. The next day they were in 
fight of the French fleet, coniifting of 24 fail of the 
line. The Britifh fhips were cleared with the utmoft 
alacrity for action. Count de Grafie was to leeward, 
and feemed more difpefed to feek than to fhun an en- 
gagement: the option was on the fide of Sir George 
Rodney, who in the preient inflance declined fighting, 
and probably on very warrantable grounds. Soon after, 
the count failed for Martinico. 

Certain acts of congrefs here deferve to be noticed. 


K 4. On 


rae - On-the 26th of May, Mr. Mortis, twelve days after | 
ay j 
206. 


Jyne 


T4e 


July 
23. 


had fubmitted to their confideration on the 17th. They 
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he had fignified his acceptance of the office of fuperin- 
tendant.of- finance, had the fatisfaction of learhing, that |, 
the. congrefs had that day approved of the plan for efta-_ | 
blifhing a national bank in the United States, which he 


refolved to promote and fupport it; and that the fub- | 
feribers fhould be incorporated under the name of—The 
prefident, diretlors and company of the bank of -North. | 
America. They alfo recommended to the feveral ftates 
the making of proper laws for the prevention of other | 
banks or bankers being eftablifhed or allawed within the | 
faid ftates refpectively: during the war. It is thought, 
that this bank will be of eminent fervice to the United | 
States, and tend greatly to leffen their embarrafiments; | 
and that it will be no lefs beneficial to the public than 
to the individual fubfcribers, | ; 
Conegrefs agreed * That the minifter plenipotentiary 
at Verfaules, be authorized to offer heut. gen. Burgoyne’ | 
ii exchange for the honorable Henry Lauréns, On) 


“July the 23d, they refolved—s* That five fuitable per- 


fons be appointed and authorized to open a fub{cription 
fer a loan of 30,000 dollars, for the fupport of fuch 6f 
the citizens of South Carolina and Georgia, as have. 
been driven from their country and poffeffions. by the 
enemy, the faid flates refpectively, by their delegates ini 
congrefs, pledging their faith for the repayment of the: 
fums fo lent with intereft, in proportion to the fums’ 
which fhall be received by their refpeCtive citizens, ag ; 
foon as the legiflatures of the faid ftates fhall feverally 
be in condition to make provifion for fo doing, and cor-* 
grefs hereby guaranteeing this obligation:-That the. 


faid 
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faid five perfons do alfo receive voluntary and free dona- "78+ 
| tions to be applied to the further’ relief of the faid fuf- 
ferers :—Ordered, That the prefident fend a copy of the 
above refolution to the executives of the feveral ftates- 
‘not in the power of the enemy, requefting them to pro- 
‘mote the fuccefs of the faid loan and donation in fuch 
way as they fhall think beft.” 

-'To your comprehending this refolution, you mult be 
informed of the following particulars. In June, a gene- a 
ral exchange of prifoners was agreed to for the fouthern vee 
ftates, in which the militia on both fides were ref{pec« i 
tively exchanged for each other. Notwithftanding every 
difficulty, a confiderable number of the inhabitants had 
perfeveringly refufed to become Britifh fubyects. Thefe 
jbemg exchanged, were delivered, as well as the conti- 
nental officers, at the American pofts in Virginia and 
Pennfylvania. The fuffering friends of independence 
exulted at the profpect of their being releafed from con- , 
finement, and reftored to. activity in their country’s 
‘\caufe: but their profpects were obfcured by the diftrefies 
brought on their families by this otherwife defirable 
event. Onthe 25th of June the Britifh commandant 
at Charleftown, lieut. col. Balfour, iffued the following 
Jorder— As many perfons lately exchanged as prifon- 
ers of war, and’ others who have long chofe to refide tn 
the colonies now in rebellion, have, notwithftanding fuch 
\their abfence, wives and families fill remaining here, 
the weight of which, on all accounts, it is equally im- 
politic as inconfiftent fhould longer be fuffered to reft 
jon the government eftablifhed here and the refources of 
it—T he commandant is therefore pleafed to dire&, that 
all fuch women, children and others as above defcribed, 


fhould 


| 


1781+ fhould quit this town and province on or before the firft], 
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day of Auguft next enfuing; of .which reculation all 
fuch ee are hereby witig to take notice, and to} 
remove themfelves accordingly.’ | 

set: jet me introduce. an account of the manner| 
im which moft of the whig, ladies conducted while | 
they remained in Charleftown. Phey Showed. an| ! 
arnazing: fortitude, and the ftrongeft. attachment to. 
the caule of their country, and gloried. in the appel- 
lation: of rebel Jadies., Neither foothing perfuafions, | 
nor menacing hints, nor their own natural turn for. 

gaiety and amufement,. could prevail. on them to. 
grace the ball or aflembly with their prefence, to oblige. 
the Britith officers with their hand in a dance, or even ; 
to accompany them, notwithftanding the engaging qua= 
lities that many of them poffeffed.~ But no fooner was. 
an American officer introduced as -a prifoner, than his 
company was fought for and his perfon: treated with 
every poffible mark of attention and refpect. They . 
even vifited the prifon fhips and other places of confine. , 
ment to folace their fuffering countrymen. At other 
feafons they retired ina great meafure from the public | 
eye, wept over the diftreffes of their country, and gave 
every proof of the warmeft attachment to its fuffering. 
caufe. In the height of the Britith conquefts, when 
poverty and ruin feemed the unavoidable portion of every . 
adherent to the independence of America, they difcos 
vered more firmnefs than the men. Many of them, like. 
guardian angels, preferved their hufbands from falling 
in the hour of temptation, when intereft and convenir | 
ence had almoft gotten the better of honor and patric. 
otiim, Many examples could be praduced of their 
cheerfully 


i 
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(among thofe who were banifhed, and whofe property 
was feized by the conquerors) exhorting them to forti+ 
tude, and repeatedly entreating them never to fuffer 
Aahily attachments to interfere with the duty they owed 
‘otheir country. Such exemplary patriotifm excited in 
Veveral Britifh officers a mean refentment, which put 
‘hem upon employing the negroes in rude infults of 
hofe diftinguithed heroines. When the fucceftes of 
zen. Greene afforded the latter an opportunity, they 
idopted a genteel retaliation by dreffing in green and 
ip AS their perfons with gréen feathers and rib: - 
dons, and thus parading the ftreets in triumph. 

_ The gentlemen, who had been removed from Charlef= 
‘own to St. Auguftine, as has been al lready related, ob= 
ined their releafe by the general exchange, and were 
jelivered at Philadelphia. They had fuffered greatly 
ince they were fent off. Lieut. gov. Gadfden, to ex- 
srefs his indignation at the ungenerous treatment he had 
met with, refufed to accept an offered parole in St. 
Auguftine ; and with the ereateft fortitude, bore a clofe 
Wronfinement in the caftle for forty-two weeks, rather 
chan give a fecond parole to a power which he con- 
idered as having plainly violated the engagement con- 
Rained in the firft. The other Betihneh renewed their 
Hparoles and had the liberty of the town, but were treated 
Wvith much indignity. As if no dependence could bé 
dlaced on their honor, they were ordered every day to 
yppear on the public parade, and to an{wer to their 
thames at roll calling. For upward of ten months they 
Iwere debarred from correfponding with their wives and 
amnilies, unlefs they would fubject every letter to exami- 
nation. 


cheerfully parting with their fons, hufbands and brothers 778% 
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1781 nation. Deftitute of gold and filver, they could {carcely! 
- fapport themfelves; and were lefs able to. provide for’ 


their connections, who were left. in want and in the, 


power of the conquerors. The earlieft alleviation of. 
their forrows, after the cartel had been fettled, was de-, 
nied tothem. ‘Though their wives and children, who, 
had been left in Charleftown, were ordered to Philadel.) 
phia at the fame time with themfelves, Balfour gave exe. 
prefs direction that they fhould not be fuffered to touch, 
at Charleftown. More than a thoufand perfons were, 
by. the meafures of the commandant, exiled from theif. 
homes, and thrown on the charity of ftrangers for their, 
fupport. Hufbands and wives, parents and children, 
fome of whom had been for feveral months feparated_ 
from each other, were doomed to have their firft inter- | 
view in a diftant land. Too alleviate the diftrefles of 
thefe and firnilar fufferers, congrefs pafled the preceding, 
refolution. ‘The propriety of it was {till more apparent, 
fome time after, when what had been tranfatted at, 
Charleftown was known. Several of the ex <changed pers. | 


i 


fons were owners of landed property in that town; and | 
by the capitulation had an undoubted right to difpofe of, 
it for their own advantage. They were however de- 
barred that liberty by the following order, iffued on the 
arith of July—‘ The commandant 1s pleafed to dire 


that no perfon, living under the rebel government, fhall 


have liberty, or grant power to others for fo doing, to 
et or leafe any houfe within this town without a {peck | 
licenfe for fo doing, as it is intended to take all fuch. 
houfes as may be wanted for the public fervice, paying | 
to the owners of thofe fecured by the capitulation a 
reafonable rent for the fame; as by this means govern: | | 
ment 
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ment will be enabled to reinftate its firm friends in pot 17824 
éffion of their own houfes within a fhort fpace of time.’ 
'n confequence of this mandate, the exchanged fufferers 
ould make no prefent advantage of their property in 
Sharleftown, and were fubjefted to the pleafure of the 
Britith for any future compenfation. 
' When the generat exchange took place in June, out 
of nineteen hundred prifoners taken at the furrender of 
Charleftown, on the 12th of May, 1780, and feveral 
aundreds more taken afterward at Camden and Fifhing 
Cteek, ‘on the 16th and 18th of Auguft, only feven 
hundred and forty \ were reftored to the fervice of their 
| country. The unfortunate men were crowded on board 
he prifon fhips in fach numbers, that feveral were 
sbliged to ftand up for want of room to lie down. Con- 
prefs could not command hard money for their relief. 
Wine, and fuch like comforts, particularly neceffary for 
the fick in fouthern climates, could not be obtained 
rom the Britifh hofpitals. Many died. But it was not 
OY ‘deaths alone that the Americans were deprived of 
their foldiers. Tord Charles-Greville Montague inlifted 
630 of them for the Britifh fervice in Jamaica. 

The exchange brought relief to the continental officers 
taken at Charleftown. ‘They were confined to Had- 
drell’ sPoint and its vicinity. Far from friends and defti-, 
tute of hard money, they were reduced to the greateft 
firaits. Many of them, though born in affluence and 
habituated to attendance, were compelled to do not 
only the moft menial offices for themielves, but could 
fear cely procure the plainett neceflaries of life. During 
a captivity of thirteen months, they received no’ more 
from their country than nine days pay. They were de- 
| barred 


1781. barred the liberty of fifhing for their fupport, though} 
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their great leifure and many wants made it an object} 
not only as an amufement, but as a mean of fupplying| 
their neceffities. After bearing thefe evils with forti-| 
tude, they were informed in March, by lieut. col. Bal} 
four, that, by pofitive orders from lord Cornwallis, he} 
was to fend them to fome one of the Weft India iflands. | 
Preparations were made for the execution of the man- 
date ; but the general exchange of prifoners rendered; 
them abortive. | \ 

It appearing to congrefs from the reprefentation of ; 
the American gov. Clinton and other information, that} 
commiffions had been granted by the gov. of Connec- ; 
ticut, authorizing the perfons to whom they were given, | 
among other things, to go on Lone Ifland and other; 
iflands adjacent, and feize the goods and merchandife 
they fhould there find, the property of Britith fubjeéts ; 


5 | 


and that the faid commiffions were attended with many | 


commiffions, fo far as they authorize the feizure of goods | 


abufes dangerous to the public, as well as diftreffing to | 


the citizens and friends of thefe United States, inhabiting ; 


the faid iflands, fome of whom, under pretext of the) 
powers contained. in fuch commuffions, had been plun—, 
dered of their property, and otherwife badly treated: 
and that the further continuance of the faid commiffions : 


would impede the public fervice in that quarter, —-they | 


« Therefore refolved, that the gov. of Connecticut be, | 
and he is hereby, defired immediately to revoke fuch 


on Long Ifland or elfewhere, on land not within the ftate_ 

of Connecticut.” It was high time to revoke them, for | 

under their cover a fet of unprincipled. plunderers com= 
mitted 


6 
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America, than the words of congrefs fullyexprefs. 
In confequence of inftructions of Auguft the 3d, gen. 
complaints of the feverities exercifed toward the Ame- 
jrican marine prifoners in New York, have induced the 
congrefs to direct me to remonftrate to the command- 
ing officer of his Britifh majefty’s fhips upon the fub- 
}je@t. The princtpal complaint now is, the inadequacy 
_of the room in the prifon fhips, to the number of pri- 
foners confined on board them, which occafions the death 
of many, and is the occafion of moft intolerable incon- 
B Baiencies and diftrefles to thofe who furvive.” He 
| had written early in the {pring to Sir H. Clinton—** The 
} very healthy condition, in which all prifoners have been 
}returned by us fince the commencement of the war, 
carries with it a conviction, that they have been uni- 
formly and comfortably accommodated and fed on-whole- 


fituation in which we always kept prifoners of war would 
bear infpection, that I have never been averfe to having 
them vifited by an officer of your own, who might be 
-a witnefs to the propriety of their treatment. A requeft 
of this nature was a very little time ago refufed to us by 
the officer commanding the Britifh navy in the harbour 
of New York.” 
ington to go into alfblldeitohangt of gen. Burgoyne, and 
-all the remaining officers of the Saratoga convention ; 
-and refolved that the prifoners’taken by. the Brith at 
the Cedars, fhould be confidered.as fulbjedts of exchange. 
‘That day week they ordered the: board of, war to, make 
| | a fale 


mitted greater ravages upon many of the faft friends of Lael 


Wafhington wrote on the 21ft— Vhe almoft daily as. 


fome provifions. So confcious have I been, that the. 


On Auvguft the a1ft, congrefs authorized gen. Wath- 
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1781. 4 fale of certain cannon and ftores in the ftate of Rhode} 
Ifland, for /pecie only. ‘This may be confidered as a de-} 
élarative act on their part againft the further circulation|, 
of a paper currency. It has indeed ceafed by common} 
confent. Without it the Americans could not have car-}; 
ried on the war to the prefent period. The public be- 
nefit it has been of in this inftance, will compenfate in| 
the eftimation of patriotic politicians, for the immenfe} 
evils of which it has otherwife been the occafion. The}, 
tender laws on one hand, and depreciation on the) 
other, rendered it the bane of fociety. All claffes were } 
infected. It produced a rage for fpeculating. ‘che me-: 
chanic, the farmer, the lawyer, the phyfician, the mem- ' 
‘ber of congrefs, and even a few of the clergy, in fome | 
places, were contaminated, and commenced merchants | 
and fpeculators. The morals of the: people were cor- | 
rupted beyond any thing that could have been believed | 
prior to the event. All ties of honor, blood, gratitude, | 
humanity and juftice were diffolved. Old debts were | 
paid in feveral {tates when the paper money was more ! 
than 70 for one in hard cafh; and in Virginia when at ° 
300 for one. Brothers defrauded brothers, children pa- ; 
rents and parents children. Widows, orphans and others, 
who had lived happily on their annual intereft, were im- : 
poverifhed by being obliged to take depreciated paper | 
for the fpecie principal that had been lent; creditors | 
were frequently compelled to receive their debts in that . 
currency, from men who confeffed before witneffes, that 
the cafh they borrowed faved them and their families > 
from ruin. A perfon who had been fupplied with {pecie | 
in the jail at Philadelphia, while the Britifh had poffef- 

_ fon of the city, repaid it in paper afterward at a tenth | 
part 
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the depreciation than falaryemen, and efpecially the 


clergy, particularly in the New England flates, They - 


| were reduced to the greateft difficulties, and were much 
Jinjured, by having their annual incomes paid thein in 
| paper, without having the badnefs of its quality coma 
penfated in the quantity allowed them. When ‘in the 
beginning of the year, fome compenfation was voted to 
them in certain places, the increafed depreciation, before 
the falary was paid, deftroyed in a great meafure the 
efficacy of the vote. It has been obferved by fome, 
that the quakers and methodifts in Pennfylvania, were 
faithful to their old engagements, and were not cor- 

rupted: by handling paper money. Though thefe deno-~ 
minations. excelled, there were many individuals in’ all 
religious focieties through the United States that pre- 
gcrved:their integrity. As a ftriking inftance of the na- 
cure andieffedts. of a depreciating paper currency; the 
‘ollowing’is related out of many. A merchant-of Bot. 


i} 
I 


ion fold a ‘hogfhead of rum, for twenty. pounds, caflé 
neluded.: ‘The purchafer didnot fettle for it, till after 
the feller apptied to him forian empty hogfhead, tor which 
1¢-was charged thirty pounds.’.When they came to 
ettle, the merchane found upon examining, that he had 
© pay 2 balance of tea pounds on-that very-catk, whith; 
with the rum it containéd, she had fold-for twenty. ‘ 

. The extinG@tion of the tpaper has “sccationed no con. 
aulfion ; and the {pecie which the drench army and Aavy 
lave already introduced; which the trade now opening 
aith the Spainith and French Welt Indiaifands will fare 
ith, and-which the loap trom France -will-fupply—this. _ 
dint quantity addedeto what will'aow: be brought into. 
Yor. IV. i vie 


A 


Lary 


part of its value: ~ No clafs of people fuffered more by 1786. 
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781+ ufe by thofe whofe precaution led them to ftore up their | 


hard money, will prevent the mifchiefs that muft other- 
wife have enfuctl from a total want of a circulating me- | 
dium. The extraordinary change of this medium with- } 
out fhaking the United States to the very foundation, | 
intimates a peculiarity in the circumftances and difpofi- | 
tion of the Americans, diftinguifhing them from the in- 
habitants of old countries. | ft 
A few detached particulars remain to be related be- } 
fore the prefent letter is forwarded. 
On the 11th of Auguft, 3000 German troops arrived ; 
at New York from Europe. The fame day the Ame- ; 
rican frigate Trumbull was carried in by one of the: 
king’s fhips. This capture has reduced the naval force | 
of the United States to two frigates, the Alliance and | 
the Deane. . A number of fine privateers have alfo. 
been taken by the royal navy ; but there are ftill a great 
many from the different ftates which have been very 


fuecefsful. 

By various channels, and particularly the arrival of a 
French frigate from Breft on the 15th of Auguft, cer-. 
tain advice has been received of the French having cap- 
tuted a number of fhips from Statia. It feems, that 
France determining to profit from the abfence of the 
Britith grand fleet, equipped 7 or 8 fhips of the line at 
Breit, which were fent out in the beginning of May, un-. 
der M. de la Motte Piquet, in order to intercept the 
Statia convoy, freighted with the moft valuable com- 
miodities taken at that rfland, as well as a rich fleet on” 
i€3 way home from Jamaica. Mr. Piquet fucceeded | 
in the firft part of the defien. Commodore Hotham | 
had only four fhips for the protection of the Statia con=_ 

yoy. 
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the men of war, with the remainder of the convoy, 
‘fheltered themfelves in fome of the weftern ports of 
Ireland. ‘The French commander confidering the num- 
ber and richnefs of the prizes, gave up all views upon 
the Jamaica fleet, and returned immediately to Breft, 
by which mean he efcaped falling in with the Britith 
{quadron. We have learned, that the fale of the prizes 
Iwas advertifed in France for the roth of July laft. 

On the 25th of Auguft, another French frigate ar- 
rived in Bofton, with two large veffels under her con- 
voy. They were on their paflage 36 days longer than 
the frigate which arrived on the 1gth. They have 
brought clothing, military ftores, and a quantity of fpe- 
cie. Col. Laurens returned by this conveyance. He 
reached France by the middle of March, and executed 
jis commiuffion with great difpatch and fuccets, 


Eevee a de eRe 


Rotterdam, Offober 13, 1781. 
 FRrienp oe 


/\Ommodore Johnftone’s fquadron, which Tailed for 
/ the Eaft Indies, confifted of a 74, 264, and three 
© gun fhips, befide feveral frigates, a bomb veffel, 


ties manded 


re fhip, and fome floops of war. A land force, com- 
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voy. Fourteen of the merchantmen were taken: but 778! 
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r78r. manded by gen. Meadows, and compofed of three new 
regiments of 1000 each, accompanied it. Several ont- 
ward bound Eaft Indiamen, and ftore or ordnance bet | 
fels, went out with this convoy; and the whole fieet, 


{ 
) 


including tranfports and armed fhips, amounted to more | 
than 40 fail, The Dutch war undoubtedly occafioned | 
a change of the object of the armament, and the fub-/ 


flitution of an attempt upon the Cape of Good Hope;} 
inftead of an enterprife againft the Spaniards in South} 
America. This change did not efcape the penetration |} 
of France and Holland. The latter therefore applied} 
to her new ally for affiftance, to ward off the danger to! 

which all her Eaft India poffeffions would be expofed,! 
if Johnitone fucceeded. On that a fquadron of five fhips: 


of the line, and fome frigates, with a body of land forces, | 
were deftined to this fervice, under Mr. de Suffreinj: 
who failed from Breft in company with count de Graffe. | 
‘The naval part of the.armament was ultimately defigned 
to oppofe the Britifh Reet in the Eaft Indies: but Sufe: 
frein’s particular inftryéns were to purfue and coun- 
ter-act Johnftone, upon every occafion and in every 
poffible manner, keeping at the fame time a conftant 
eye to the effectual protection of the Cape. The court’ 
of Verfailles was accurately informed of Johnftone’s 
force, and of all the circumftances attending the con- 


voy; and might not be totally ignorant of his courte, 
any more than of his deftination. 

Commodore Johnftone put into the Cape de Verd 
iflands for water. and frefh provifions. There being no 
particular apprehenfion of an enemy, the fhips lay with- 
out much care or order, in an open harbour belonging 
to the principal town of St. Jago, the moft confiderable 


of 


} 
; 
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cupations, neceflary to the preparation or fupply of fo 


many veffels for fo long a voyage. Several officers and 
“men were on fhore partaking of the health and recre- 
vation of the ifland. In this unprepared ftate, the Ifis , 
man ef war difcovered in the morning a fquadron ap- ey 


proachine the entrance of the harbour, which was foon 


judged to be French. _ Signals were inftantly thrown out 
for unmooring, for recalling the people on fhore, and 


preparing for action. ‘The Britith fleet was taken at a 
ereat difadvantage. Mr. de Suffrein, leaving his convoy, 
was foon in the centre of it; the French fhips firing on 
both fides as they pafled.. The French Hannibal of 74 
uns led the way with great intrepidity, under the com- 
mand of Mr. de [remingnon. When as near to the 
}Britith as he could fetch, he dropped his anchor with a 


noble air of refolution. ‘The Heros of the fame force, 
qMr. de Suffrein’s own fhip, took the next place; and 


i 


ij 
1 i 


| the Artefien of 64, anchored aftern of the Heros. The 
y Vengeur and Sphynx, of 64 guns each, ranged up and 


down as they could through the crowd of fhips, and 
fired on either fide at every one they pafled. Commo- 


jdore Johnftone’s own fhip, being too far advanced to- 


ward the bottom of the bay, and too much. intercepted 
by the veffels that lay between to take an active part in 
thé a¢tion, he quitted her and went on board another. 
The engagement lafted about an hour and a half. Some 
time after it began, feveral of the Eaft India fhips fired 
with good effect on the French. In about an hour the 
fituation of the-French fhips at anchor -became too in- 
tolerable to be endured ; and the captain of the Aftefien 
Re. i Fag being 


i 


of the iflands. A great number of the crews were ab-1781, 
_fent from the fhips, and were engaged in various oc- 
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s781. being killed, fhe cut her cable, and made the beft of 
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her way out. Suffrein deferted by his fecond aftern, 
found the danger fo great that he followed the example. 
The Hannibal was now left alone to be fired at by every 
fhip whofe guns could be brought to bear on her, while | 
fhe herfelf was fo injured, that her returns were flow } 
and ineffective. She loft 1 

and remained a mere hulk upon the water. She how- 
ever joined the other fhips at the mouth of the bay; 


rer bowfprit and ail her matfts, 


was towed off and affilted in erecting jury mafts. The 


commodore purfued, but the domaed fuftained by the | 
Ifis, the nature of the winds and currents, with the late~ 
nefs of the day, concurred in preventing his renewing | 
the engagement, The Frenclr bore away no trophy of | 
the action. Confidering the clofenefs of it, the fmooth- | 
nefs of the water, with the number and crowded fitua- : 
tion of the fhipping, the lofs of men was very {mall. || 

The Britith fleet failed from St. Jago, and toward), 
the middle of June, the commodore difpatched capty : 


Pigot, with fome of the beft failing frigates and cutters, | 
toward the fouthern extremity of Africa, to gain intel4 | 
ligence if poffible of the ftate of the enemy in that quar ; 
ter, with inftructions to rejoin him at a given. point of 
latitude and longitude. Pigot fell in with and took 4 - 
large Dutch Eaft India fhip, from Saldanha bay near - 
the Cape. She was laden with ftores and provifions, ! 
had on board 40,0001. in bullion, and was bound for the | 
ifle of Ceyion. From her the commodore learned, that 

Suffrein, with five fhips of the line, moft of his tranfe 

ports, and a confiderable body of troops, had arrived at. 
the Cape on the 21ft of June; and that feveral home-_ 
ward bound Dutch Eaft India fhips were then at anchor . 


in 
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in Saldanha bay, about 14 leagues to the northward of 178:, 
| che Cape town and fort. The timely arrival of the Ee 
French {quadron having fruftrated the defigns of the Be 
-Britith againft the Cape, Johnftone determined to prefit 
‘by what was yet within reach, and te attempt pofleffing 
himfelf of the Dutch fhips in the bay of Saldanha. The 
{cheme was well conducted. The Dutch had hardly 
time, from the difcovery to the coming up of the Bri- 
lth thips, to loofe their veffels, cut their cables, and 
run them on fhore. The men of war’s boats being in- 
{tantly manned, the feamen with great alacrity boarded 
the Indiamen already fet on fire, extinguifhed the flames, 
and faved four large ones, frem 1000 to 1100 tons each. 
Johnftone’s s difpatches were dated the a1ft of Augutt. 
Several of the Englifh counties affociated and chofe 
delegates, to give fupport and efficacy to the fubject. of 
itheir former petitions to parliament. About 40 of the 
delegates met in London. As acting for their contti- 
suents, they prepared a petition to the houte of com- 
mons, in which the fubftance of thofe already pretented 
focing compreffled within a narrower compafs, the mat- 


| 


Kers of grievance and the redrefs propofed were brought. 
Horward in one clear point of view. But to obviate 
jifficulties and prevent objections, they figned the peti- 
‘ion merely as individual freeholders, without any af- 
Jumption or avowal of their delegated powers or cha- 
}a@er. The petition was prefented by Mr. Duncombe, 
me of the sa ais salag of the county of York, and 
‘ontinued for feme weeks on the table, tll the recovery 
of Sir George Saville, who was to pr oceed with the bu- 
inefs, Sir George introduced his motion for referring 8 
he petition (after the firft reading) to a committee, with 
ne - a fpeech 


* 
4 


aw 


ay 


4781+ {péech of very confiderable length. After a long des || 
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bate, the motion for committing the petition was ovefy |) 
ruled by a majority of 160 to 86. | 

‘The war with the Dutch made it neceflary for the | 
Britifh to have a force in the north feas, ‘capable of i Ins | 
juring their commerce on that fide on the one hand, | 
‘and af protecting their own on the other; as alfo of | 


cutting off the Dutch from receiving fupplies of naval | 
itores wherewith to reftore their marine. This impor= | 
tant fervice was intrufted to the conduct of admiral} 
iiyde Parker, The admiral failed from Portfnouth | 
the beginning of June, with four fhips of the line, and | 
a fifty gun hip for the north feas. Mean while Holland | 
ityained every nerve for the equipment of a force, that | 
might be able to convoy their outward bound trade to 
the Baltic, and ‘to protect its return, if not to intercept 
the Britith, and become mafters of thofe feas. Some. 
days after the middle of July, admiral Zoutman and: 
commodore Kindfbergen failed from the Texel, witha: 
great convoy under their protection. Their force cons | 


fitted of eight fhips of the line from 54 to 74 guns, of | 
10 frigates and 5 floops. Several of the frigates were | 
very large. Admiral Parker was on his. return with 4 | 
large convoy from Elfineur. He had been joined by’ 
feveral frigates fince his leaving Portfmouth, and by the : 
Dolphin of 44 guns, and in this crifis he was reinforced | 
by a74, His fleet confifted of an 80 gun ‘fhip, two 
748, 264, 260, a 50, 4244, 240, a 38, a 36, a 32) 
anda cutter of 19 guns, 5 q 

The hoftile fleets came in fight of each other on the | 


-Dogeer-Bank early in the morning of the sth of Au. | 


guit, One of the Dutch line of battle thips had returne | 


ed 


| 
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edto port; but as a forty-four gun fhip was fubftituted 1781+ 
‘inher place, their line ftill confifted of eight two deckers. 


The Britifh commander perceiving the number and 


ice of the Dutch frigates, detached the convoy 


with orders to keep their wind, fending his own fri- 
gates along with them for their protection, and then 


threw out a general fignal to the fquadron to chale. The 
| Dutch likewife fent off their convoy to a diftance, when 
! they drew up with great coolnefs in order of battle, and. 
} waited the attack with the utmoft compoture. Neither 


fide practifed any manceuvre to elude the decifion of a 
navalaction. The parties were equally determined to fight 


it out. A gloomy filence expreffive of the moft fixed refo-: 
tution Rlevated and not a gun was fired, until the fleets 


were within little more than piftol fhot diftance. Adm. 


Parker in the Fortitude of 74 guns, ranging abreaft of 


adm. Zoutman’s fhip, the Admiral de Ruyter of 68, 


the action commenced with the utmoft fury and violence 


on both fides. Phe cannonade continued without in- 
termiffion for three hours and forty minutes. Some of 
the Britith fhips fired 2500 fhot each. The effe& of 
the ancient naval emulation was eminently difplayed in 


_ the obftinacy of the battle. In the bevinning, the Bri- 


tifh fre was remarkaoly quick, w while that of the Dutch 
was flow; when it clofed, the cafe was reverfed, and the 
fire of the Dutch was remarkably quick, while that of 
the Britith was flow. ‘The Britith thips at length were 
fo unmanageable, t that though their admiral made an ef-~ 
fort to form the line that he might renew the action, 
he found it to be impracticable, His hips were fhat- 
tered in their mafts, rigging and fails. The Dutch were 
a a {til worle condition, fome of them having received 
feveral 
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r78r, everal fhot under water. Both fquadrons lay to a 
confiderable time near each other. At laft the Dutch 
bore away for the Texel; and the Britith were in no 
condition to follow them. The Hollandia of 68 guns, 
one of their beft fhips, went down in the night of the 
engagement fo fuddenly, that the crew were reduced to 
the melancholy neceffity of abandoning their wounded 
when they quitted her. Though fhe funk in 22 fathoms, 
her top-mafts were ftill above water and her pendant 

‘Alying, which being difcovered in the morning by one 
of the British frigates, was ftruck and carried to adm. 
Parker asatrophy. When the Dutch entered the Texel, 

an officer from the fleet. went on board the Charleftown 

fmgate of 36 heavy guns upon one deck, which had 
been lying there the whole time, and related to the cap- 
tain the particulars of the action. 

The action was very bloody. On the fide of the 
Britith, who were the leat fufferers in that refpect, 104 
were killed, and 339 wounded in the. feven fhips that 
were engaged. »Several brave officers fell on both fides. 


The Britith regretted much the death of capt. Macart-"4 
ney, who left a widow and large family. His fon, a- 


e 
boy of feven, years old, was by his fide when he was 


killed : his fortitude, as well upon that oceafion as through 


the whole action, aftonifhed the boldeft feamen in the 


fhip. Mr. Harrington, one of adm. Parker’s Heute- 
nants, an officer of 40 years fervice, and of the moft ? 


diftinguifhed merit, was mortally wounded. Though 
of an affluent fortune and too much neglected, he nobly 
difdained to withdraw his profefMfional abilities from the 
defence of his country in this trying feafon. The Bri- 


tifh admiral’s letter giving an account of the action was. | 


6 con- 


t 
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}juft in paying full honor to the valor of his enemy. In 


| Britain, the conduét and valor. difplayed in the action 


met with great and general approbation: but an appre- 
ended anges in government or the admiralty, in not 
furnifhing the admiral with a larger force, excited no 
Jefs diffatisfaction. It was faid, that, at the very time, 
as many fhips were lying idle in port, or waiting for or- 
ders in the Downs, as would have enabled Parker to 
capture the whole Dutch fleet and convoy. The ad- 


given in his letter to the admuralty, ftrongly confirmed 
the public opinion, and indicated that he was -no lefs 


diffatisfied at the want of fupport, than others were at 
| 


fits not being given. On his arrival at the Nore with 
Vhis fhattered fquadron, he was honored with a royal 
WviGit: but it was foon underftood, that no further honor 
Jor intended promotion would be accepted by the fturdy ° 
veteran. ‘Lhe king went on board the Fortitude, where 


he had a levee of all the officers of the fquadron, who 
were received with the moft gracious attention; and the 


the prince of Wales on board the royal yacht. We 


took an opportunity of hinting (in the prefence of the 


}firkt lord of the admiralty and a number of naval officers) 


both his diffatisfa€tion and intention of retiring, by fay- 
jing to his fovereign—-“ That he wifhed him younger 
officers and better fhips ; and that he was grown too 
cold for the fervice.”? It -was related alfo as an anecdote 


/board the Fortitude, and the royal intention of provid- 


miral’s fubfequent conduét, as well as an intimation. 


at the time, that young Macartney being prefented on 
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concife, and modeft with refpect to his own fide, while 1781, 


Hadmiral had the honor of dining with his majefty and — 


Hhave been told, that upon that occafion adm. Parker 
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1781, ig for him, for the fake of his brave father, being de-} 
clared, the admiral apologized for informing his ma- | 
jefty, that he had already adopted. him as_ his. own, | 
*fidm. Parker refigned his command immediately after: 
but it was probably intended as a mark of favor.and re- 
gard to him, that his fon Sir Hyde (who had. been be- | 
fore knighted for his good condué& in North America | 
and the Weft Indies) was now appointed to the com- } 
mand of a fquadron of frigates, which were employed | 
in blocking up the Dutch ports during the remainder of 
the feafon for keeping thofe feas. : 

The Dutch, befide lofing the Hollandia, had two of } 
their capital fhips fo totally ruined in the ation, as to 
be declared incapable of further fervice. Their lofs of | 
men is thought to have exceeded 1000 in killed, wounded 
and funk, he idea of profecuting the voyage to the | 
Baltic was given up; and their immenfe carrying trade , 
was annihilated for the remainder of the year. The 


———<—<—— 


roa - 


Hollanders however are much elated with the bravery | 
of their countrymen. Before the naval battle on Dog-7} 
ger’s Bank, every {pring was touched to excite popular | 
refentments againft the Americans and French, fo that 

the regents of Amfterdam were under the neceffity of | 
taking the like precautions which would have been prac- | 
tifed had an enemy been in the neighbourhood ; and the — 
gloom and defpondency at the Hague and elfewhere was 

terrible: after it, the Dutchmen became courageous, 

and all their apprehenfions feemed to difappear. This 
action being the firft of any confequence, in which they _ 


have been engaged for the much greater part of a cen- | 
tury, the ftates general were beyond meafure liberal in, 
the praife, rewards and honors, whigh they beftewed on _ 
| their 


| Breft near the end-of June, with 18 capital fhips (four 
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eheir ofacers. Adm. Zoutman and commodore Kindf- 1781. 
bergen were immediately promoted ; and moft, if not 


all of the firft and fecond captains, as well as feveral of 
the lieutenants, were either advanced, or flattered with 


“fome peculiar mark of diftinétion. Count Bentinck, 
who boldly fought the Batavia, and who, though mor- 


tally wounded, and informed that his fhip was in danger 


of finking, would not hiften to a propofal for quitting 
§ his ftation, was. foothed in his laft moments by every 
/mark of ‘honor and teftimony of regard, which’ his 


country and his prince could beftow; and his funeral 
was not more honorable to the brave dead, than to the 


grateful living.’ But however the Dutch have exulted 


in that the marine courage of their anceftors had not 


-forfaken them, they are much diffatisfied that their fleet 
was not augmented by two or more fhips, which they 
think would have fecured to them a complete victory 


over the Britifh admiral, and have put his convoy into 
their pofieffion. ‘They are ready to impute this failure 


| to a treacherous neglect, originating from a prevailing 
attachment in fome to the interefts of Great Britain. 


The French, to remove all unfavorable jealoufies that 


the Spaniards might entertain refpeCting the attention of 
their ally to the Spanith interefts, engaged to co-operate 


with them in attempting the recovery of Minorca—an 
event which, fhould it take place, would be highly 


-pleafing to Spain, while it was no wife injurious to 


France. The plan being laid, the duke de Crillon, a 
French commander of repute, was taken into the Spanifh 
fervice, and appointed to conduct their forces to be em- 
ployed in executing it. Count de Guichen failed from 
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fleet and fupport the invafion. The not endeavouring 
to intercept this fleet, or at leaft to prevent a junction 
fo full of danger, occafioned great complaint againtt 
the Britith admiralty, efpecially the firft lord of that des 
partment. The combined fleets failed from Cadiz, with 
about 10,000 Spanifh troops, before the end of July. 
‘The French had been reinforced by feveral fhips of the 
line. The Spanifh fleet amounted to about 3o fail of 


ee ai 
zo, 20th of Aueguft; and was foon joined by fix regiments 


from. Totlon, under major gen. count de Falkenhayn, 
deemed one of the beft officers in the French fervice. 
The garrifon was weak, and confifted only of two Britifh 


Draper. 

The combined fleets, after feeing the troops fafe inta 
the Mediterranean, returned to cruife at the mouth of 
the Britifh channel. No intelligence of this naval ma- 
necuvre was obtained, nor was the defign fufpected by 
the Britifh miniftry, until the combined fleets were in 


Ufhant to the ifles of Scilly, in order to bar its entrance: 
fo that adm. Darby, who was then at fea with only a1 
fhips of the line, was on the point of falling in with 
them, when the accidental meeting of a neutral veffel 
afforded him notice of their fituation. In thefe unex- 
_ 44 pected circumftances he returned to Torbay, where he 
moored his fquadron acrofs the entrance, while he 


the 


781. of which carried 110 guns each).to join the Spaniflt } 


the line under Don Lewis de Cordova. The army 
effected its landing at Minorca without oppofition onthe | 


and two Hanoverian regiments. But it was commanded | 
by leut. gen. Murray and major gen. Sir William 


the chops of the channel, and had formed a line from © 


waited for inftrutions from the admiralty. As foon as 
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ché commanders of the combined fleets had received in- 1781 
telligence of Darby’s pofition, and of the inferiority of 


Jhis force in point of number, a council of war was 
held, on the queftion of attacking him. They were 
Junder orders to fight, if. the occafion offered: but the 
inftruétions were thought not.to reach the prefent cafe, 
which would be an attack on the Britifh fquadron in a 
bay on their own coafts. Under this change of circum- 


ftances, it was fuppofed, that they were left at large, to 


The count de Guichen is faid to have contended 
ftronely for an immediate attack. Te argued, that if 
aby good fortune and the valor of the combined navies, 
Halong with the powerful aid of firefhips, the Britifh fleet 
was deftroyed, the power of Great Britain on the feas 
Wwould be at an end, and the war decided by the blow. 
Don Vincent Doz, the third of the Spanifh commanders, 
fupported this opinion. He aflerted, that the deftroy- 
ing of Darby’s fleet was very practicable, and that it 
would be difficult to excufe their not making the at- 
‘empt ; and to give the greater weight to his fentiments, - 
he boldly offered to command the van iquadron, and to 
iead on the attack in his own fhip. 
_ On the other hand, Mr. de Beauffet, the next in com- 
mand under Guichen, faid— All the advantage which 
he allies derive from their fuperiority of force and num- 
per, will be entirely loft by an attack upon admiral 
Darby’s fleet in the prefent fituation; for we cannot 
dear down upon him in a line of battle abreaft; of 
zourfe we muft form the line of battle a-head, and xe 
dewn upon the enemy fingly, by which we fhall run the 
greateft hazard of being thattered and torn to pieces, 
| before 


r" free exercife of their own judgment. 
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78x, before we can get into our ftations, by the fixed aini | 
and aneular fire in every direction, of fuch a number of} 
ereat and well-provided fhips, drawn up to the greateft| 
advantage, and lying moored and fteady in the water. } 
I conclude therefore, that as the attempt on the Britifh |: 
fleet in Lorbay will, in my opinion, be unwarrantable| 
in. the defign, and exceedingly hazardous in the execu- 
tion, the allied fleets fhould direct their whole attention | 
to that grand and attainable object of intercepting the } 
Englifh homeward bound Weft India fleets.” Don} 
Louis de Cordova, with all the Spanifh flag officers, 
except Doz, coincided entirely with him in opinion, fo} 
that the idea of attacking Darby in Torbay was aban- 
doned. : | 
Mean while a great alarm was fpread in Ireland as | 
well as Britain, with refpect to the apprehendeéd defigns | 
of the enemy. Not only the great outward bound Heet } 
for America and the Weft Indies was fuppofed to be. in| 
imminent danger then in the open harbour of Corke; | 
but the city itfelf, being totally unfortified and at the 
fame time ftored with immenfe quantities of provifion, | 
The regular forces of the kingdom were therefore or; 
dered to the fouthward for the proteétion of that city. 
and coaft; and the patriotic volunteers, who had gained’ 
fo much honor in fupporting and reclaiming the liber-_ 


| 


ties of their country, fhowed no lefs patriotifim in their 
immediate offer to government of taking the field, and 

of marching wherever their fervices fhould be neceflary 
for its defence. They had perfected themfelves in the 
military exercife, and had been reviewed in feveral places 
by the earl of Charlemont. — | | 


Admiral 


| 


| 


: 
: 


i 


reinforced by feveral fhips from different ports, till his 
} fquadron was increafed to 30 fail of the line, with which 
| he was ordered to fea with the utmot expedition, for 


i 


jiderable majority of the fhips were fcarcely capable’ of 
iving at fea in a violent gale. ‘The hard weather there- 
Kore ots came on in the beginning of September, 
Kuttrated all their views; fo that abandoning all hopes 
ef -intercepting the Britifh convoys, they were glad to 


. proceeded directly oii ite 


Pccafion to exprels my opinion to your excellency, that 


fvanted, and that the whole fyftem of the new govern-_ 


ward, detained the fleet till the 14th of September, 


° s ° 
in exceeding bad condition. In the firft outfet they were 
poorly manned, the Spanith particularly. Befide a great 
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Admiral Darby remained at Torbay; but was foon'78te 


the prefervation of the expe€ted Weft India convoy. 
‘The delay however of waiting for the reinforcement and 
inftructions in the firft in Ratiess and contrary winds after- 


notwithftanding the urgency of the occafion. Before 
it failed, the combined fleets had feparated. They were 


mortality, which had prevailed during the whole cruife, 
and a prodigious number of fick in both fleets, a con- 


| 
i 


zet into port as foon as poffible. The French feet re- ee 
‘turned to Breft the 11th of September; and the Spanifh 11. 


rou 
etters——T'o Mr. Vergennes. Pati, Mebuie tg! fot 
§ Tam grown old, and it is probable J fhall not lone 
have any moré concern in thefe affairs, I scsarth tak 


ay 


he prefent conjuncture is critical;—that there is fome 
langer left the congrefs fhould Jlofe its influence over 
he peeple, if it is unable to procure the aids. that -are 


nent in America may thereby be fhaken ;~—and that if’ 
wot. LY, M the 
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178% the Enolifh are fuffered once to recover the country, 
fuch an opportunity of effectual operation may not occur’ 
avain in the courfe of ages.” «To -——. » Marehingg 
1781. To give the ftates a fignal proof of his friend- 
fhip, his majefty has refolved to grant them the fam of. 


fix millions fof livres] not as a loan, but as a free gift. 
Fhe fum was intended for the fupply of the aymy, and: 
it was thought beft to put it into the general’s [| Wafh- 
ington’s| hands, that he fhould draw for it, that it might 


not get into thofe of the different boards or committees, 
who might think themfelves under a neceffity of divert- 
ing it toother purpofes. There was no room to difpute | 


on this point, every donor having the right of qualify- | 
ing his gift with fuch terms as he thinks proper.—The | 
minifter proceeded to inform me, that the courts of | 
Peterfburgh and Vienna had offered their mediation. It | 


was not-doubted, that conerefs would readily accept the | 


propofed mediation, from their own fenfe of its being | 


ufeful and neceffary,—I have pafied my feventy-fifth : 


year.” [Soon after this was written, col. Laurens ars) 
sived, which gave occafion for mentioning] “ July 26) | 
1781. With regard to the fix millions given by the 
king in aid of our operations for the prefent campaign, 
before the arrival of Mr. Laurens, 2,500,000 of it went 
in the fame fhip with him in cafh—2,200,000 were or-_ 
dered by him and are fhipped—1,500,000 was fent to 
Holland to go in the fhip commanded by capt. Gillon.” 


y 


LET 
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to col. Laurens and the fupplies from France 


(whofe arrival has, been mentioned) neceffarily demand 


our firft attention. On a report of a committees to 


} whom was referred a letter of the od of lat September, 
gtogether with fundry papers, containing an account of 


the negotiation with which he was intrufted, congrefs 
refolved on the 4th, “ That all the clothing, artillery, 
arms and military ftores, fhipped in purfuance of the 


orders of the honorable John Laurens, for the ufe of 
the United States, be upon their ake in any of the 
baits of thefe United States, delivered to. the order 6f 
the board of war, who are hereby empowered and di- 
rected to take charge and dire€tion of the fame:—That 
all the money fhipped by the order of Mr. Laurens, 
‘or the ufe of the United States, be; upon its arrival, 
delivered to the order of the fuperintendant of finance, 
who is hereby empowered and directed to take charge 
of the fame.” The riext day they refolved=s« That 
he conduét of lieut. col. Laurens, in his mificn to the 
tourt of Verfailles, as fpecial minifter of the United 
states, is highly agreeable to congrefs, and entitles him 
© public approbation,” To fupply any de ficiency that 
here might be in their refolution refpecting monies 
triving dn Europe, they refolved on the 3d of De- 


M 2 cember 


@ \ERTAIN refolutions of congrefs, as they refer i7St. 


Sept. 


Ae 
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3781.cember— That the fuperintendant of the finances be,» 
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and hereby is authorized and directed to apply and: 
difpofe of all monies which have been or may be ob-: 
tained in Europe by fubfidy, loan or otherwife, accord-: 
ing to the feveral refolutions and aéts of congrefs now! 
exifting, or which may hereafter be made for the appro- ( 
priation of monies belonging to the United States??; 
However gratefully they thought of the French king’s 
free gift, they could not with any propriety accede to | 
the mode in which it was to be applied to the benefit of! 
the United States. By paffing into the hands of the. 
commander in chief, it would fubject the army to an | 
appearance of being penfioned by France, and when’ 
generally known by the troops might loofen their rela-) 
tive dependence upon congrefs; they therefore wifely: 
directed, that the military ftores fhould be delivered to: 
the order of the board of war, and that the difpofal of: 
the monies fhould reft with the fuperintendant, ech | , 
to their own appointments. \ 


” q 
} 


We muft now pafs to South Carolina. 3 
When the continental officers under gen. Greene had 
heard of the manner in which col. Hayne was executed, 
and that not enone the general cartel, feveral off | 
cers of militia were ftill detained in captivity, they made: 
a reprfenaion whee in writing to Greene on the 2oth» 
f Auguft; and recommended, that a ftric& inquiry: 


fhould be made into the feveral matters mentioned, and ' 


if afcertained, that he would be pleafed to retaliate in : 
the moft effectual manner, by a fimilar treatment of’ 
Britifh fubjects which were or might be in his power.! 
‘They -voiuntarily fubjected themfelves to all the confe:/ 
quences, to which they would be expofed in cafe of: 
| capture. 


aw 


* 
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quarters at Camden a proclamation, wherein he exprefsly 
declared —“ It is my intention to make reprifals for all 
fuch inhuman infults, as often as they fhall take place.” 
—He added, “* I further declare, that it is my inten- 
tion to take the officers of the regular forces, and not’ 
the feduced inhabitants who have joined their army, for 
the objects of my reprifals.” Greene demanded alfo 
irom the Britifh commanders their reafons for the exe=" 
cution of Hayne. He received a written anfwer, figned 
WN. Balfour, in which there was an acknowledgment, 
}* that it took place by the joint order of lord Rawdon 
and himfelf, but in confequence of the moft exprefs 
lirections from lord Cornwallis, to put to death thofe 
who fhould be found in arms, after being at their own 
requefts received as fubjects, fince the capitulation of 


Charleftown, and the clear conqueft of the province in 
the fummer of 1780.” General Greene replied to lieut, 
col. Balfour on the 19th of September— Sir, your 
avor of the 3d inftant I have received, and am happy’ 
or the honor ef col, Hayne, to find nothing better to 
warrant his cruel and unjuft execution, than the order 
of lord Cornwallis, given in the hour of victory, when 
née confidered the lives, liberties and property of the’ 
people proftrate at his feet: but I confefs J cannot ex- 
prefs my aftonifhment, that you and lord Rawdon fhould | 
xive fuch an extraordinary example of feverity, upon 
he authority of that order, -under fuch a change of cir-" 
sumftances, fo lone after it had been remonftrated ' 
iwainft, and after a cartel had been fettled, to reftrain 
mproper feverities, and to prevent the neceflity of reta-- 
lation: You will fee by my letter to lord Cornwallis 
Wi 3 | of 


capture. A few days after, Greene iffued from his head 178! 
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an act of violence having been com- 
1s adopted to punifh the paft and 
reftrain the future ; and therefore whatever will produce 


thefe confequences is warranted by the laws of 


ink 


owe aliegiance to the conquering power. 
right of conqueft from partial fucc 
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retalia- 
inhabitants of any country 


efies, 1s often made 

but I believe there are | 
vnere the inhabitants are punifhed capl- 
br each of parole given under thefe circum- | 


Reta- 


The « 


cially while the two powers are contending | 


for empire ; Pad this act of feverity complained of, is : 
the more extraordinary as you long loft that part of the.‘ 


country, and upon your own principles the inhabitants” 1 
owed allegiance to the conquering power.—The execu-_ 
tion of lieut. Fulker was without my knowledge or con< 1 


fents 


there were fome, w 


it. 


But there 


nor did I ever hear 
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of it before. 


I underftood 
a facrifice to the violence of | 
the militia, for aN many outrages they had been guilty: 
of, and this without the knowledge of the commanding: 
officer, who put a ftop to it the moment he dior ca 
is a great difference between deliberate | 


executions, and deaths which happen from an enraged @ | 
people, urged by a fente of injury and oppreffion.—I_ | 
have never authorized or countenanced an execution, but 


for the 


crime of defertion: on the contrary, I have | 


taken 


ie 

" & 
ey 

. 
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of the inhabitants toward each other, and to prevent as 
much das poffible the dreadful calamity of private mur- 
ders. Ithas been my object to reclaim, not to deftroy, 
even fuch of the inhabitants as have been oppofed to 
the interefts of their country ; and J cannot but confider 
your remarks refpedcting col. Grierfon and major Dun- 
lap, as both illiberal and ungenerous, if you are ac- 
quainted with faés. If not,, 1 hope you will be more 


| careful how you cenfure without authority for the future. 


A handfome reward was offered for the detection of the 
murderers of both thefe perfons.—As you have referred 
the juftification of your conduét in the affair of col. 
Hayne to lord Cornwallis, and as his determination upon 


| that matter will ¢ ae the bufinefs of future exchanges, 
-L-can fee no advantage in appointing a perfon to meet 


capt. sac: on Aleit ft backs befide which, that gentleman 
is now a prifoner of war, and no longer in a capacity 
to negotiate affairs of this nature. I am, Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant Nathaniel Greene.” But 
before the date of this letter, the following important 
military operations had taken place. 

General Greene, on hearing that the Britifh were re- 
turned to their former ftation on the fouth fide of the 


| Congaree, concerted meafures for forcing them a fecond 


time from their pofts in this quarter. Though the two 
armies.were within fifteen miles of each ociler on a right 


line, yet as two rivers intervened, and boats could not 
be procured, the American army was obliged to take a 
Circuit of 7o miles with a view of more convenially 
croffing the W ateree and the Congaree.* Soon after 
their crofling thefe rivers, they were joined by general 
M 4 Pickens 
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taken all-the pains in my power to foften the refentments!78!+ 
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#781. Pickens with a party of the Ninety Six militia, and by 


the ftate troops under lieut. col. Henderfon. Gen. Ma- 
rion alfo joined them with his brigade of militia, on the 


Sept, 7th of September. The whole American force being 


3 


thus collected, Greene proceeded the next morning to 
attack the Britifh army under lieut, col. Stewart, who 
{ro 
ige 


had retired from the Congaree about 40 miles, and taken 


oft at the Eut w fprings, 60 miles north of Charleftown, 
ne 
‘EF he prettily d Britifh were nearly equal in nums 


ber, about 2000: but new raifed levies and militia 
formed the oreater part of the firft*. Greene drew up 
his troops in two linés. The front confifted of the mili | 
tia from North and South Caroli lina, and was com-/))} 
manded By Marion, Pickens and col. de Malmedy. 
The fecond confitted of the continental troops from: | 
North Carolina, V irginia and Maryland, and were led. 
on by gen. Sumner, lieut. col. Campbell, and col. O. 
Williams. Lee with his legion covered the right flank, | 
and Henderfon with the ftate troops; the lett. Wathj 
ington with his cavalry, and capt. Kirkwood with the 
Delaware troops, formed a corps de referve, They 
marched at 4 o’clock in the morning, and fell in with 
two advanced parties ef the Britith about four miles 
a-head of their main army: .thefe being brif Kly charged 
by the legion and {tate troops, foon retired, The front 


line ad vanced and PERE firing and advancing on 


y 


the Britith till the action became general, when they in | 


* On Auguft the 1ft, the whole of the continentals did not amount 
to 800. ‘The field rcturn on th e 4th of September, was, total of re- 
gulars, rank-and file aad South Carolina ftate troops infantry 135, 


and cavalry 72; total of militia 457, exclufive of Marion 1 of ead 
there was no return, 


* f 


. 


| 
| 
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‘upported by gen. Sumner’s North Carolina brigade of 
rontinentals, though they had been under difcipline only 
ora few weeks, and were chiefly compofed of militia 
men, who had been transferred to the continental fer- 
vice, to make reparation for their precipitate flight in 
ormer actions. In the hotteft of the engagement, while 
preat execution was doing on both fides, Williams and 
dm pbel; with the Maryland and Virginia continentals, 
were ordered by Greene to charge with trailed arms. 
Nothing could furpafs the intrepidity of both officers 
ind men on this occafion. They pufhed on in Sait 
prder, through a heavy cannonade, and a fhower of 
nufketry, with fuch unfhaken refolution, that they bore 
Jown all before them. Lee, with ereat addrefs and 
Hood condu&, turned the left flank of the Britifh, and 
Attacked them at the fame time in the rear. Hender- 
Jon being wounded early in the action, the South Caro-~ 
ina ftate troops were led on by lieut. col. Hampton, 
he next in command, to a very fpirited and fuceefsful 
tharge, in which they took upward.of 100 prifoners. 
The Britifh were routed in all quarters. Wafhington 
prought up the corps de referve on the left, and charged 
© brifkly with his cavalry, and Kirkwood’s infantry, as 
pave the enemy no time to rally or form. They were 
lofely purfued. On their retreat; numbers threw them- 
elves into a ftrone brick houfe: others took poft in a 
bicquetted garden and among impenetrable fhrubs. The 


pagernels of the Americans urged them to attack the 
memy in thefe pofitions. Wafhington made every pof- 
ible exertion to diflodge them from the thickets, but 
hiled, had his horfe fhot uncer him, was wounded and 
Re 6 taken 


heir turn were obliged to give way. They were well 781 
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been abandoned by the enemy, were ordered up before 


of the fire from thence and the thickets, that they could 
not be brought off again, when Greene, judging all 
further efforts improper, ordered the troops to retire. 
The Americans collected all their wounded, except 
thofe under the command of the fire of the houfe, and 
retired to the ground from which they marched in the 
morning, there being no water nearer, and the troops 
ready to faint with the heat and want of refrefhment, the. 


In the evening of the next day, lieut. col. Stewart 
deftroyed a great quantity of his ftores, abandoned the 


ward of 70 of his wounded, and 1000 ftand of arms, 
He was purfued for feveral miles, but without effect, 
Though major M‘Arthur joined him with a large rein- 
forcement fourteen miles below the Eutaw, the action 
was not renewed. Indeed. the lofs of the Britifh was? 
heavy: 500 were taken prifoners, including the wounded 
left behind them: they fearcely fuffered lefs in killed, 
and the wounded whom they carried off. Several of 


in his left elbow. The Americans had 114 rank and file, 
killed, 300 wounded and 40 miffing, in all 454: offi-. 
cers killed and mortally wounded 21, befide a volun+. 


the 


1781. taken’ prifoner. Four fix pounders, two of which had: : 


the houfe, and pufhed on fo much under the command ' 


action having continued’ near four hours; and been by)! 
far the hotteft Greene ever faw, and the moft bloody for) | 
the numbers engaged. Hie left a {trong picquet on the: 
field of battle. ) t 


E.utaw, and moved toward Charleftown, leaving up-)' 


their officers were paroled on the field of battle, 2 were. ! 
killed, and 16 wounded, as was the commander flightly _ 


teer ; wounded 38, and a volunteer; in all 61,* Among | 


JSS 


U 


y 
| 
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; 
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the killed of thefe, lieut. col. Campbell of the Virginia 178% 


line was the theme of univerfal lamentation. While 


with great firmnefs he was leading on his brigade to that 


charge which determined the fate of the day, he re- 
ceived a mortal wound. After his fall he inquired who 
gave way, and being informed the Britifh were fleeing 
in all quarters, he added—‘“‘ I die contented’—-and im- 


mediately expired. 


The fuccefs of the American army in the fir part of 
the engagement, fpread fuch an alarm, that the Britifh 


burned their ftores at Dorchefter, and evacuated their 


pofts near Monk’s Corner. The gates of Charleftown 


were fhut, and a number of negroes employed in felling 


trees acrofs the road on the neck, ‘The number of 
Greene’s force actually engaged was 1400 regulars and 


§ 500 militia, in all 1900: of thefe 547, including 72 fu- 
-balterns and fergeants were killed or wounded, Such 
was the heat of the action, that the officers on each fide 
fought hand to hand, and fword to fword. ‘The Britifh 


could not compel the continentals to give way, though 
the militia were obliged to retire. Greene however has 
a high opinion of the Britifh and their valor, and fays— 
© They fight a devilith hard battle, as every one who 


fights them willlenow.” On Oober the 29th, congreis 


refolved to honor him with a Britifh ftandard and a gold 
medal; and voted their thanks to the different corps and 


their commanders. 


After the action, the Americans retired to their for- 
mer pofition on the Fligh Hills of Santee, and the Bri- 


tith took poft in the vicinity of Monk’s Corner. While 
they Jay there, a {mall party of American cavalry took 
_ upward of $0 prifoners within fight of their main army. 


They 


/ 
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1781. They no more acted with their ufual vigor. On the ; 


flighteft appearance of danger, they difcovered a difpo- ' 
fition to flee, not much inferior to what was exhibited | 
the year before by the American militia. 7 

Such were the promifing profpects prior to the battle’ | 
at Eutaw, that John Rutledge efq; fet out from Philas ) 
delphia on the 28th of June, to refume the reins of go- ; 
vernment in South Carolina. As foon as circumftances | 


would admit after his arrival, in retaliation for Balfour’s , 


conduct in exiling fuch numbers from their homes, he | 
ordered the brigadiers of militia to drive the families of | 
all who adhered to the royal caufe, within the Britifh: ; 
lines. The wives and children of thofe inhabitants who » 
had retreated with the retreating Britith to avoid the j 
refentments of their countrymen, were now compeHed’ | 


to take fhelter within their pofts. In exchange for their 1 


comfortable plantations in the country, many of them’ | 
were reduced in a little time to the neceflity of living ' 
in clay huts in the vicinity of Charleftown. In this fore , 
lorn fituation, numbers fpeedily perifhed, being defti- 
tute of the comforts of life and overwhelmed with dif 
eafes: | , 

While gen. Greene’s troops were on the High Hills) 
of Santee, adangerous {pirit made its appearance among ; 
the Maryland ioldiers. They were uneafy that fome of | 
the old officers had been fent away, and withed for an | 


opportunity of feeing their friends at home, They fent’ | 


feveral petitions to Greene, complained of want of cloth- ; 
ing, and recapitulated their fervices. In one of them'| 
they mentioned, that out of feven regiments there were. | 
fcarce two hundred remaining, and that they had never | 
received any pay. They became difcontented, left off) 
their? 
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their ufual fports, talked ferioufly in fquads, and of 17°! 
‘their pay. All this did not pafs unnoticed by the of- 
‘ficers, who watched their condu€, and endeavoured to 
/footh them, but ineffectually. On the evening of the 
-arft of October, numbers were feen to go privately out 08, 
sof camp with their arms, &c. “The officers alarmed at *!- 
the circumftance,; ordered their corps to parade, and 
called over their rolls. Old foldiers manage cexteroufly 
among themfelves. They had put {pies upon their of- 
ficers while they were making an experiment, and the 
moment hedbnaitedvened that they were lik ely to be de- 
teed and apprehended for mutiny, they ftole into camp 
-as fecretly as they went out: fome of them were ob- 
-ferved, but fuffered to pafs unnoticed. _ It is not alway 
beft to punifh intended faults before actually commit- 
oted. A lucklefs incident which happened to a Timo- 
thy Griffin of the only South Carolina company then 
in the army, fet all this affair rignt. “While the officers 
| were calling their roils, and adn nenifhing fome of the 
"men for apparent irregularities, Timot othy came on the 
parade drunk; an nd having heard what the fold: ers had 
previoufly whifpered among one another, and fuppofii 
the officers were altercating with the men on that fub- 
ject, very imprudently cried out— Stand to it boys. 
D—n my blood, if I would give an inch’—and other 
_ words to the fame effect. fon. M‘Pherfon of thé 
Maryland line knecked him down, knowing the evil 
tendency of fuch language. He was inflantly fent to 
the provoft ; the next day tried bya general court-martial 
for encouraging mutiny and defertion; was found guil- | 
ty fentenced to faffer death ; and fhot about five o’clock 
inthe afternoon in prefence of the whole a: Ce 


amples" 
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1781.amples are never more neteflary in an army than upd 
fuch dangerous occafions; and no example was ever - 
more effectual. The general orders of Greene in con. ‘ 
feque ence of this, reprefented the crime of the fufferey | 
in fuch ftriking colours, as fully to juftify the fentence ‘ 
of the court. Greene at the fame time paffed over the | 
conduct of the Maryland troops (which was not pubs ‘ 
lic) in fuch a manner as to exonerate them frora any 4 
participation of the crime. Speaking of unworthy. cha- 3 
racters he faid—‘* One or two of artful difpofitions are | 


fufficient to betray hundreds of well difpofed men into 1 
errors. But the general is happy to find, that the Mas | 


ryland line has nobly withitood the fecret machinations | 
of fuch as have attempted to miflead them; nor can é 
he believe that foldiers who have fought fo bravely, and. | 
whofe character is univerfally admired, will ever tarnifh | 
their glory by an improper conduét.” | 

The gen. wrote on the gth of November to een. 
Gould—* | fhould betray my truft,. and fail in my duty; ° 


was I to be filent upon the-barbarous cuftom which pre= | 
vails in your army, of burning houfes and defolating the | 
country. JI am informed that a party under col. Brown | 
and major Maxwell lately burnt all the buildings upon, 


Hilton Head. The inftances of burning which have 


taken place are no lefs favage than unneceffary, and can= " 


not be juftified by the general principles of modern war; ' 
nor by the particular circumftances that mark your mi- 
litary operations.— You have endeavoured to perfuade ' 


the world, that the body of the people are in your ina 
tereft. The cartel was an appeal to them, and it is from ° 
your difappointment, that the inhabitants feel the cruel. | 
ftrokes of pointed refentments.—I have made it my ftudy 
ta 
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to conduct the war upon the moft humane principles, 17%. 
and it is my wifh to continue it fo: but if your people 


continue in the practice of burning, I will change that 
plan, and let-favage cruelty rage in all the horrors of 
war.—lIt is painful to contemplate the miferies incident 
to giving no quarter ; but thocking as it may be to hu- 


manity, we had better expofe ourfelves! to this evil, where 
our enemies will feel it in common with us, than to fuf- 

fer them to inflict a punifhment, little lefs fevere, from 
which they are fecure.—I wifh you, Sir, to confider this 
matter feafonably, and put a ftop to the evil we com- 
plain of, and not drive us to the difagreeable neceffity 

of adopting meafures, no ief$ repugnant to our feelings 
than our wifhes.” 

| The American army was too weak needlefsly to rik 
another general action; but it was neceflary to move 
into the lower country, to cover the collection of pro- 
vifions for fubfiftence through the winter; and to.im- 
-prove any accidental opportunities. Greene th erefore Nov. 
quitted the High Hills on the 18th of November. — 
Three days after, he wrote to gen. Wafhington—* I 
with fomething decifive may be done refpecting col. 
Hayne. I wifh your excellency’s order and the order 

af congrefs thereon; the latter have fignified their ap- 
probation of the meafures I took. But as retaliation 
‘did not take place immediately, (nor did I think myfelé 

at liberty on a matter of fuch magnitude, but from the 
moft préfling neceffity) and as the enemy did not re- 
peat the offence, i have been at a lofs how to aé&t, with 
re{fpect to the original, not having any officer of equal | 
vrank with col: Hayne in my pofleffion. I am ready to 
execute whatever may be thought advifable.” On the 
a7th 
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Nov. 
oA 


29. 


Dec. 
a8 


178. 97th he left col. O. Williams to command the main : 
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army, and marched with all the cavalry, 200, and a) 
detachment of 200 infantry, toward Dorchefter, through ) 


private roads. On the 29th he went to reconnoitre the I 
Britith works at that place, which induced the enemy's 
cavalry to fally forth. A rencounter enfued, 8 or 19) 
7 
or five men of the South Carolina ftate troops were taken ; 
prifoners. ‘The general however made fuch appearances , 


men were killed or wounded, the a fubaltern and four 


of a ferious attack, that the garrilon, confifting of about, 
150 horfe, soo regular infantry, and about 200 royalifts, 
abandoned their works the night following, and retreated , 
to the Quarter-houfe on Sr ale tion seni By this | 
mean all the rice between Edefto and Afhley rivers was; 
faved to the Americans. ‘The manceuvre induced O,, 


MI 
} 
{ 


voters: to write Ria ene on reba the 4th | 


hate ee 6 se circumftances were generally, 
3 
known; and the fame knowledge would make your: 


friends admire the adventure even more than they do.—, 
Tam very happy % that you have obtained your with, with- ( 
out rifking a gener a geo and I hope you will be, 
able to keep what yea) have gotten, till the reinforce- 
ment under gen. St. Clair will enable you to take more.” 
The main army continued ‘ae ean uncer Willams till, 
it arrived at Round O on the 7th, where it encamped, , 
and was joined by Greene two days atter. 7 

We fhall clofe the operations in South Carolina with , 
the following narration. q 

Early in the year Greene concluded a treaty with the | 
Cherokee Indians, by which they engaged to obferve a| 
{trict neutrality. This was attended with the beneficial | 


effects 
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rolinas from their incurfions, while the inhabitants were 
Jefe at full libefty to concentrate their force againft the 
larmy under lord Cornwallis. When the co-operation 
of the Indians could be of the leaft fervice to the Bri- 
‘tith forces, they were induced to break thew engage- 
ment. ‘They; with a number of difguifed whitemen, 
calling themfelves the king’s friends, made an incurfion 
into the diftri&t of Ninety Six, maflacred fome fami- 
lies, and burned feveral houfes. Gen. Pickens collected 
‘a party of the American militia, and penetrated into 
the fettlements of the Cherokees. This he accomplith- 
ed in fourteen days, at the head of 394 horfemen. In 
that fhort fpace he burned 13 towns and villages, killed 
upward of 40 Indians, and took a greater number pri- 
|foners. Notone of his party was killed, and only two were 
j wounded. None of the expeditions againft the Chero- 
kees had been fo rapid and decifive as the prefent. Pickens 
‘did not expend three pounds of ammunition, and yet 
only three Indians efcaped, after having been once feen. 
On this occafion a new and fuccefsful mode of fighting 
the Indians was introduced. Inftead of firing, the Ame- 
rican militia rufhed forward on horfeback, and charged 
with drawn fwords. This was the fecond time fince 
the commencement of the American war, that the Che- 
+okees were chaftifed in their own fettlements, in con- 
fequence of their fuffering themfelves to be excited by 
Britifh emiffaries to commence hoftilities againft their 
white neighbours. They again fued for peace, in the 
moft fubmiffive terms, and obtained it after promifing, 
that inftead of liftening to the advice of the royalitts 
infigating them to war, they would deliver to the autho- 
- Vor, IV; N rity 


‘effedts of faving the frontier fettlem ents of both the Ca- 17816 
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1781. rity of the ftate, all who vifited their fettlements on that | 


Sept. 
6. 
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errand. 


~ The return of gen. Arnold to New York from Vir= , 
ginia; did not fix him in a ftate of inactivity. - He was 


fent on an enterprife againft New London, with a fut 


ficient land and marine force. The embarkation hav-) ¢ 
ing paffed over from Long Ifland fhore in the night, the | 


troops were landed in two detachments on each fide of 
the harbour, at ten o’clock in the morning of the 6th 
of September ; that on the Groton fide being commanded 
by lieut. col. Eyre, and that on New London fide by 
the general, who met with no great trouble. Fort Trum- 
bull and the redoubt, which were intended to cover the 
harbour and town, not being tenable, were evacuated 
as he approached, and the few men in them croffed the 
river to fort Grifwold on Groton Hill. Arnold proceeded 
to the town, without being otherwife oppofed than by’ 
the fcattered fire of fmail parties that had haftily col- 
leG&ted. Orders were fent by the general to Eyre for 
attacking fort Grifwold, that fo the poffeffion of it might 
prevent the efcape of the American fhipping. The 
militia, to the amount of about 157, collected for its de- 
fence, but fo haftily as not to be fully furnifhed with 
fre arms and other weapons. ‘ As the affailants approach- 
ed, a firing commenced, and the flag ftaff was foon: 


fhot down, from whence the neighbouring fpectators ” 


inferred, that the place had furrendered, till the conti- 


nuance of the firing convinced them to the contrary. 
‘The garrifon défended themfelves with the greateft re-" | 


{olution and bravery : Eyre was wounded near the works, 
and major Montgomery killed immediately after, fo that 
the command devolved on major Bromfield. ‘The Bri- 
tith 
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tifh at one time ftaggered; but the fort being out of 1781 


repair, could not be maintained by a handful of men 
again{t fo fuperior a number as that which affaulted it. 
After an action of about 40 minutes, the refolution of 
the royal troops carried the place by the point of the 
bayonet. The Americans had not more than half a 


dozen killed, before the enemy entered the fort ; when 


a fevere execution took place though refiftance ceafed. 
The Britifh officer inquired on his entering, who com- 
manded ; col. Ledyard aniwered—*“ I did, Sir, but you 
and prefented him his fword. The colonel 
was immediately run through and killed. The flain 
were 73, the wounded between 3o and 40, and about 


’ 


40 were carried off prifoners. Soon after reducing the 
fort, the foldiers loaded a waggon with the wounded, as 


faid, by order of their officers, and fet the waggon off 


from the top of the hill, which is long and very fteep + 
the waggon went a confiderable diftance with great force, 
till it was fuddenly ftopped by an apple-tree, which gave 


the faint and bleeding men fo terrible a fhock, that part 
of them died inftantly. About fifteen veffels with ef- 
feéts of the inhabitants retreated up the river, notwith- 
ftanding the reduction of the fort; and four others re- 
mained in the harbour unhurt: a number were burnt by 


the fire’s communicating from the ftores when in flames. 


Sixty dwelling houfes and 84 ftores were burned, in- 


cluding thofe on both fides the harbour and in New. 


London, The burning of the town was intentional, and 


not accidental. The lofs that the Americans fuftained 


in this deftruétion was very great; for there were large 
quantities of naval ftores, of European goods, of Eatt 
and Weft India commodities, and of provifions in the 

N 2 feveral 


SS re 


as Pe 


1S0. 


4781-feveral ftores. The Britifh had two commiffioned offi- 


- whom are fince dead) with 135 non-commiffioned and | 
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cers and 46 privates killed; eight officers (fome of 


privates wounded. 

We now proceed to the relation of more capital and 
decifive operations. ; | 

The defination of count de Graffe to a co-operation 
with the Americans was known by the Britifh miniftry, i 
time enough for their fending orders to Sir George Rod-_ 
ney to counteract him. ‘The count in profecuting the | 
fixed refolve of the French court to give effectual afte | 
ance to the United States, failed with his whole fleet and 
a large convoy from Martinico on the 5th of July, and 
arrived at Cape Francois by the middle of the month, _ 
where he was reinforced by five {hips of the line. v4 
the beginning of Auegutt he failed from the Cape with | | 


i 


a prodigious convoy, which having feen out of danger, 4 
befide touching at the Havannah for money, he directed 
his courfe for the Chefapeak with 28 fail of the line and 
feveral frigates. Admiral Rodney, defigning to return 
to Great Britain, concluded upon fending Sir Samad 
Hood with only 14 fail of the line, fome frigates, and | 
a fire fhip, to the Chefapeak; and forwarded difpatchés | 
to New York, to acquaint the Britifh commanders. with ‘ 
de Graffe’s motions and Hood’s deftination, which how-. 
ever were not received in time. Sir Henry Clinton dif] 
covered by intercepted letters, that Rochambeau had 
marched with the French troops from Rhode Ifland; ‘ 
that their battering train and ftores for a fiege were left’ 
at Providence under little more than a militia guard 5 ; 


-andwthat their fleet remained in Rhode Ifland. He upon 


that planned an expedition againft them, and propofed | 
| : it 
gan g 
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it to adm. Graves. Graves however failed on a cruife 1784+ 
before Botton. Then he returned on the 16th of Au- 
gutt, the propofal was renewed: but it was now become 
neceffary to refit one of his fhips, and to repair others, 
fo that his fleet could not be. ready in feafon. Mr. .de 
Barras failed with the train and ftores from Rhode Ifland hee 
Jon.the 25th ; concluding from de Grafit’s own difpatches, | 25. 
that he muft be then at the Chefapeak. De Barras was 

at liberty to have undertaken any other fervice: but 
Ithough he was an older officer than de Graffe, he volun- 


tarily. chofe to put himfelf under his command, to en- 
fare an object, the attainment of which was of fuch im- 
nenfe confequence to the allied arms of France and 
America. On the day of his failing, Sir Samuel Hood 
arrived off the Chefapeak, where he expected to have 
Inet Graves with the fquadron from New York; but 


being difappointed, he’ fent a frigate to that commander 
with the news of his arrival. Had they formed a junc- 
jon at this period and place, they might have fecured 

he Chefapeak, and have prevented de Grafie’s enter- 
ng it a few days after. Sir Samuel having examined the 
day, proceeded to the capes of Delaware, and not feeing 

or hearing any thing of de Grafle, made the beft of his 
way to Sandy Hook, where he arrived on the 28th. 28, 
Dn that day, the commanders at New York received 
atelligence, that Barras had failed three days before to 

he fouthward. Notwithftanding the hope of intercept- 

ng his fquadron before it could join de Graffe, muft 
nave been a new incentive for exertions; 1t was three aT 
lays before Graves could be in readinefs to proceed — 
yom New York with five fhips of the line and a fifty 
sun to the Hook, and from thence with the whole fleet 
N 3 ‘under 


Te. 


1781+ ander his command to the fouthward.. The day before ; 
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he failed, de Graffe arrived in the Chefapeak. On his : 
paflage the count fell in with and took a packet from : 
Charleftown, having on board lord Rawdon, who was 
on his return to Great Britain. 

The French admiral after blocking up York river, : 
took pofiefion of James’s, in order to cover the’ boats ( 
of the feet, which were to convoy the marquis de St.) 
Simon, with 3300 land forces from :the Weft Indies, 
eighteen leagues up the river, to form a junction with » 
Fayette. Graves received no intelligence of the French ) 
fleet (nor they of his approach) till they were difcovered | 
early in the morning of September the 5th, lying at) 
anchor, to the number of 24 fail of the line, juft within: 
Cape Henry, and confequently the mouth of the Chefa- 
peak.. The French immediately flipped their cables, 1 

and turning out from the anchorage ground, Grafie: 
threw out a fignal for the fhips feverally to form the line. 
as they could come up, without regarding particular fta-: 
tions. ‘The Britith fleet amounted to nineteen fhips of 
the line, and one or more of 50 guns. Through va-: 
rious delays the action did not commence till four o’clock, 
and then was partial, only the van and a part of the 
Britith centre being able to come. near enough to en-: 


ray 


gage with effect. De Grafie did not aim fo much at a 
clofe engagement, as at avumee poffeffion of the Chefa-i 
peak, and faving his fhips for that and all its correfpon- 
dent purpofes. The abfence of 1800 of his feameny 
and go officers, employed in conveying Simons’s 
troops up James river, confirmed him in his avoidance 
of a hazardous action.: Drake with the rear divifion, 
in confequence of the laft tack, becoming the van. of 

ri | the 
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they bore away, while de-Grafle with the centre edged 
up‘in order to cover their retreat. The weight of the 
jaétion fell principally upon the Britifh van, the centre 
coming in for a more moderate fhare, and feven fail 
‘never being able to get within a proper gun-fhot diftance 
of the French: from thefe circumftances Drake’s divi- 
fion fuffered feverely. The engagement ended about 
fun-fet. The flain on board the Britifh amounted to 
go, and the wounded to 230. »The Shrewfbury and In- 
itrepid bore more than a proportionable fhare of this lofs, 
Capt. Robinfon of the former loft a leg, and capt. Mol- 
joy of the latter gained great honor, by the gallantry 
with which he fuccoured and, covered the Sh.rewfbury, 
when overborne and furrounded by the Fresch: Ac- 
jcording to the French accounts, no more than 15 fhips 


meafures to keep up the line during the night, with the 
defign of renewing the action in the morning. But he 
difcovered that feveral fhips of the van, and the Mon- 
tague of the centre, had {uffered fo much in their matts, 
that they were in-no condition for renewing the aétion, 
till the fame were fecured. The Terrible was fo leaky 
-as to keep all her pumps going, and the Ajax was in 
little better’condition. The hoftile fleets continued for 
five fucceffive days, partly repairing their damages, and 
partly manoeuvring in fight of each other; and at times 
were very near. “Che Britifh were fo mutilated, that 
they had not fpeed enough to attack the French; and 
thefe fhowed no inclination to renew the action, though 
they had it often in their power, as they generally main- 
tained the wind of Graves. De Graffe fearing left by 
N 4 fome 


jon each fide were engaged. Admiral Graves ufed all. 


13} 


the Britifh fleet, treated the French van fo roughly, that 17°! 


184 


Ms fome favorable change of it, the Britifh fhould get be- | 


‘had taken a wide circuitous courfe to avoid being in- 
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* fore him to the Chefapeak, returned thither on the roth, « 
The Richmond and Iris, of 32 guns each, which had | 
been fent to cut away the buoys of the’French anchors, 
fell into his hands. His putting to fea, and continuing ‘ 
there after fighting the Britifh, was probably the faving " 
of de Barras; for during de Graffe’s abfence *, the 
other arrived in the bay with eight French line of bate ! 
fhips, befide frigates, tr anfports and victuallers, bring- 
ing with him the artillery and ftores indifpenfably ne- | 
ceflary for the fiege of York Town. The American | 
officers were in great pain about him, when they heard | 
of Graves’s having put to fea, left he fhould fall in with | 
the latter, be over-powered, and thereby all their hopes: 


of capturing lord Cornwallis be difappointed. De Barras | 
) 


= 


tercepted ; but that very precaution might have proved 
his ruin, had not de Graffe left the Chefapeak on the! 
sth, and engaged and manoeuvred with Graves. In! 
the mean time, a frefh gale and a head fea fo increafed' 
the damage and danger of the Terrible, that it was! 
found necefiary to evacuate and then burn her. This 
was done on the 1 ith, and about nine at night, Graves. 
bore up for the Chefapeak ; but upon information’s be-' 
ing brought: him, that the French fleet were all anchor-| 
ed within. the Cape, fo as to block the paflage, it was: 
determined by a council of war, to return to New York, | 
where the fleet arrived the 20th of September. | 

* See count de Grate’ s letter to the chevalier de Luzerne, Sept. 13, 


and the Baltimore News- pees of Sept 18, 1781, 
co — One 
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+ One great object of the Britith force in Virginia was 17816 


the eftablifhment ‘of a ftrong poft-and place of arms, 


which by embracing fome good harbour, or command- 


ing one of the great navigable rivers, fhould equally 


facilitate fucure hoftile operations whether by fea or land; 
_ and which, befide giving an opportunity for dittreffing 
the country, if the reduétion of it could not be effected, 
| fhould afford fuch a ftation for the Britifh fleets and 


‘cruifers, as would render them entirely mafters of Che- 


fapeak bay. But the utility of fuch a poft was necefia- 
_ rily founded on the confidence of a conftant navai fupe- 


riority, as well as of its being defenfible by a moderate 


- force on the land fide. . Upon a perfonal examination of 
- Portfmouth, lord Cornwallis difcovered it to be totally 
incompetent to the purpofe of the intended poft. Point 
| Comfort was thought to be no lefs defective. York 
- Town lying on the river of that name, and on the nar- 


roweft part of the peninfula between York and James 
rivers, where it is about five miles over ; and Gloucefter 
Point on thesnorth and oppofite fide, and projecting fo 
far into the river, that the diftance between both is not 
much above a mile; afforded the only remaining choice. 


They entirely commanded the navigation of the river, 


which is fo deep at this place, as to admit of fhips of 
ereat fize and burden: but then they required the whole 
force that Cornwallis pofiefled to render them effective. 
His lordfhip gave the preference to them ; and repaired 
with his army in Auguft to the peninfula. He applied 
himfelf with the utmoft diligence to fortify thefe pofts, 
and to render them equally refpectable by land and 
water. His whole force amounted to about 7000 excel- 
lent troops, Before his lordfhip had fixed himfelf and 
is | army 
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178t-army in thefe pofts, a feries of manoeuvres had taken | 
| place between him and the marquis de la Fayette; in : 
which the Britifh general difplayed the boldnefs of en- ‘ 
terprife, and the marquis the judgment of age, blended 
with the ardor of youth. Fayette, under various pre- 
tences, fent the Pennfylvania troops to the fouth fide of | 
James river; collected a force in Gloucefter county ; 
and made fundry excelleat arrangements, which he early» 
communicated to de Grafle by an officer. q 


-. The French and American armies continued theirg i 
march from the northward, till they arrived at the Head 
of Elk: within an hour after, they received an exprefs | 
from count de Graffe, with the joyful account of his | 
arrival and fituation. This circumftance will appear the ] 
more remarkable, when we confider the original diftance ; 
_of the parties, as well from the fcene of aétion as from | 
each other, and the various accidents, difficulties and ; 
delays, to which they were all liable. The greateft har- ) 
mony fubfifted between Wafhington and Rochambeau, 
which leffened fome of the difficulties attending their | 
joint operations. The former being without a fufici- | 
ency of money to fupply his troops, applied to the count 
for a loan, which was inftantly granted.. In order to 
haften the arrival of the allied troops, de Grafie felected | 
feven vefiels, drawing the leaft water, to tranfport them ) 
down Chefapeak Bay. But the moment they were ready 
to fail on this fervice, the count was obliged to prepare | 
for repelling the Britifh fleet. When Mr. de Barras 
arrived, he fent up thofe tranfports he brought with him | 
Sept. 1F the troops: de Graffe after that added to them as 
25. many frigates as he could*. By the 25th of September | 
* Count de Graffe’s letter of September 1 3, 199 
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and preparations were made with. all poffible difpatch 


for putting the army in a fituation to move down toward 


York Town. Gen. Wafhington and count de Rocham- 


peau; with their fuites and other officers, had reached 


Williamfburgh by hard travelling, on the 14th, eleven 


| daysfooner. Here the general found a veflel waiting to 


convey him to the Capes of Virginia, fent by count de 
Graffe, as he could not with propriety leave his fleet. 
The commander in chief and the count de Rochambeau, 


accompanied by generals Chaftellux, Du Portail and 


Knox, immediately proceeded to vifit the count on 
board the Ville de Paris. A council was held, and de 
Graffe detailed his engagements to be inthe W eft Indies 


at the latter end of OGober or beginning of Novem-~ 


ber. But he finally agreed to continue in the Chefapeak 
until the operation againft lord Cornwallis fhould be de 
cided. After which the company returned. 

All the American and French troops formed a junc- 
tion at Williamfburgh. The marquis de la Fayette had 
been joined by 3000 under St. Simon fome days before 
the asth. The whole regular force thus collected 
amounted to between rr and 12,000 men. The militia 
of Virginia were alfo called out to fervice, and. were 
On the 27th Wafhington 
gave out in general orders—* If the enemy fhould be 
tempted to meet the army on. its march, the eeneral 
particularly enjoins the troops to place their principal 
reliance on the dayonet, that they may prove the vaiity 
of the boaft which the Britifh make of their peculiar prowefs 
in deciding battles with that weapon.” he next morn- 
ing the army marched, and halted about two miles from 
7 York 


commanded by gov. Welfon. 
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ali the troops were arrived and landed at Wiilamfburgh, 77 Sie 
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1781, LOtk Town juft before fun fet. The officers and fol. 


diers were ordered to lie on their arms the whole night, 


On the goth, col. Scammell (being officer of the day) | 
in approaching the enemy’s outer works, to fee if they. : 


‘had really left them, was mortally wounded and taken 


prifoner by a party of the enemy’s horfe, which lay 
fecreted. This day lord Cornwallis was clofely:invefted 


in York Town. The French extended from the river 
above the town to a morafs in the centre, where they 
were met by the Americans, who occupied the oppofite 


fide from the river to that {pot.. The poft at Gloucefter ; 


Point was, at the fame time, invefted by the duke de 


Lauzun with his legion, and a number of — Virginia. 


militia under gen. Weedon. 


Before the troops left Williamfburgh, Walhinecont 


received a letter from de Grafle, informing him, that in 


cafe of the appearance of a Britifh fleet, the count 
conceived it to be his duty to go out and meet them 


at fea, inftead of fighting in a confined fituation. This 
information exceedingly alarmed the general, who in- 
ftantly faw the probability of the Britifh fieet’s ma- 
noeuvring in fuch manner, as to reinforce or withdraw 
lord Cornwallis. T’o prevent a meafure pregnant with 


fo much evil, his excellency wrote to the count on the - 


26th—‘ I am unaole to defcribe the painful anxiety 


under which I have labored fince the reception of your } 
letter of the 23d inftant. It obliges me warmly to urge 


a perfeverance in the plan agreed upon. The attempt 


upon York, under the protection of your fhipping, is 


as certain of fuccefs as a fuperior force and a fuperiority 


of meafures can render any military operation. The | 


capture of the Britifh army isa } matter foi important in | 
: iefelf 
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to bring an end to the war.—If your excellency. quits 
the Bay, an accefs is open to relieve York, of which 
the enemy will inftantly avail themfelves. ‘The confe- 
quence of this will be, not only the difgrace, but the 
probable difbanding of the whole army ; for the prefent 
lfeat of war being fuch, as abfolutely precludes the ufe 
of waggons, from the great number of large rivers 
which interfe&t the country, there will be a total want of 
Jprovifions. This province has been fo exhaufted, that 
fabfiftence muft be drawn from a diftance, and that can 
only be done by a fuperior fleet in the Bay. 


I earneftly 


fleet from the fituation agreed upon, we lofe the prefent 
‘opportunity, we fhall never hereafter have it in our 
power to ftrike fo decifive a ftroke, and the period of an 
honorable peace will be further diftant than ever.— 
‘Suppofing the force, faid to. have arrived under adm. 
Digby, to be true, their whole force united cannot be 
fuch as to give them any hope of fuccefs in the attack- 
ing your fleet.—I am to prefs your excellency to perie- 
vere in the fcheme fo happily concerted between us. 
Permit me to add, that the abfence of your fleet from 
the Bay may fruftrate our defign upon the garrifon at 
York. For, in the prefent fituation, lord Cornwallis 
/might evacuate the place with the lofs of his artillery, 
-baggace, and a few men—facrifices, which would be 
highly juftifiable, from the defire of faving the body of 
the army. The marquis de la Fayette carries this. He 
is not to pafs the Cape for fear of accident, in cafe you 
fhould be at fea.” This letter, with the marquis’s per- 
fuafions, had. the defired effect; and the fame hour 
a. when 
' 


‘beg your excellency to confider, that if by moving your | 
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itfelf and in its confequences, that it muft greatly tend 1481. 
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#781 when the combined army appeared before York ‘Town, 
the French fleet was brought to the mouth of Yorlg : 
river, and by their pofition effectually covered all fubs » 
 fequent military operations, and pr evented either the res : 
treat or fuccour of lord Cornwallis’s army by waters 
The pofts of York and Gloucefter were the moft favor- 
able of any in the country for befieging the Britith, and { 
preventing their efcape, when the fiege was fupported 4 
by afuperior land and naval force. . yj 

Lord Cornwallis was fufficiently ftrong for Galicia 
the marquis de la Fayette, even after he had been joined ; 
by St. Simon; and is thought to have been miftaken » 
in not engaging them either feparately or together. The 
moment he heard that the allied troops were at the | 
Head of Elk, and that de Graffe was arrived with fo : 
powerful a fleet at the Chefapeak, his lordfhip fhould : 
have puthed.off for Charleftown. Therefore it was that ; 


gen. Greene wrote to baron Steuben on the 17th { 
« Nothing can fave Cornwallis but a rapid retreat | 
through North Carolina to Charleftown.” His lord: + 
fhip’s conduct was influenced by an expectation of ares 
inforcement from Sir Henry Clinton, and a full per- 

fuafion that thofe exertions would be made at New York, 

and fuch a naval ftrength would arrive from thence in : 
time, as would effectually relieve him. This may be} 
gathered from. his writing on the 16th-—“ If I had no | 
hopes of relief, I would rather rifk an action than defend i 
my half-finifhed works. But as you fay, adm. Digby 


is hourly expected, and have promifed exertions to amit | 
me, I-do not think myfelf juftifiable in soe the fate ; 
of the war upon fo defperate an attempt.” »He mutt | 
sci meant that of fighting Fayette and St. Simon, for | 


. 


id 


Jtion: but the attempt would not have appeared fo def- 4 : ' me 


Jof cannon and mortars was continued for 6 er 8 hours 
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the troops of Wafhineton and Rochambeau did not !78% Pea 
arrive till afterward. Fayette had taken a ftrong pofi- ee. 


erate to his lordfhip, had he known the real number - y 
of ‘the enemy. ‘a 
The trenches were opened by the combined armies on oa, 
the 6th of Odtober, at 600 yards diftance from Corn- °& 
wallis’s works. The night being dark and rainy was 

well adapted to the fervice, in which there was nota 

man hurt. In the afternoon of the gth, the redoubts 4 
and batteries being completed, a general difcharge of ee 
a4 and 18 pounders and of 10 inch mortars commenced ren 
by the Americans on the right, and continued all night ad 
without intermiffion. ‘The next morning, the French a 
opened their batteries on the left, and a tremendous roar 


without ceafing, ‘There was an inceffant fire through 
the fucceeding night. By one of the French fhells, the 


Charon of 44 guns and a tranfport fhip were fet on fire 
and burnt. ‘The following morning, the enermy’s other 
euard fhip was fired by one of the American fhell, 
and confumedi At night, the befiegers opened their 
fecond parallel, 200 yards from the works of the be- 
fieged. The Americans had 3 men killed and 1 wounded 
by aFrench cannon, which fired too low. On the 14th 
jn the evening, an ‘American battalion was ordered into 
the fecond parallel, and to begin -a large battery in ad 
vance on the right. A few minutes before they began 
to break ground, the enemy kept a conftant fire upon. 
them: one of their fhells burft in the centre of the bat~ 
talion, and killed a captain and 1 private, and wounded 
la fecond, The fire of the befieged was very great 
through 


i 
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#781. through the night ; and it was thought that the befiegets | 
loft as ‘many ‘men within’ #4 hours at this period, as ° 
they had done-nearly the whole fiege before.” \ | 
Two fedoubts, which were advanced about 200 yards ' 
on the left of the Britith, greatly impeded the progtefs 
of the combined armies: * An attack on thefe was theres ' 
fore gases — fo excite a fpirit of emulation the re=! 
duétion of the one was committed to the French,’ of the ° 
other to the Americans. ©The light infantry’of the latter ' 
were commanded by the marquis de la Fayette; and ! 
the fervice was allotted to a felect corps. The marquis | 
faid to gen. Wafhington— The troops fhould retaliate 
on the Britifh, for the cruelties they have practifed. a 
The general anfwered—* You have full command, and | 
may. order as you pleafe.” The marquis ordered the | 
party to remember New London, and to retaliate, by ‘ 


| 


putting the men in the redoubt to the fword after having | 
carried it. The men marched to the affault with un- 
loaded arms, at dark on the night of the 14th, paffed | 
the abbatis and palifades, and attacking on all fides ‘ 
carried the redoubt in a few minutes, with the lofs of; 
8 killed and 28 wounded*. Lieut. colgLaurens per=: 
fonally took the commanding officer. The colonel’s” 


humanity and that of the Americans fo overcame their’ 
refentments, that they fpared the Brituifh. When an | 
ing them off as prifoners, they faid among themfelves : 

«¢ Why! how is this? We were ordered to put rae | 
to =pNacatlil? Being afked by others why. they had not 


4 


* Major ‘Gibbs, the commander of the meft that formed se a | 
for Wafhington’s perfon, received a {mall contufion in his leg by a) 
grape fhot. His manufcripts of the tranfaCtions vibe at and after 
the fiege, are often ufed in this narratives — . y 
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done it, they anfwered—“* We could not, when they 7781+ 
begged and cried fo upon their knees for their lives.” 
About five of the enemy were killed, and 1 major, 1 
captain, 1 enfign, and 20 privates captured. Col. Ha- 
milton, who conduéted the enterprife with much addrefs 
and intrepidity, in his report to the marquis mentioned 
to the honor of his detachment—* that, incapable of 
imitating examples of barbarity, and forgetting recent 
provocations, they fpared every man that.ceafed to re- 
gfiit.’ The French were equally fuccefsful on their fide, - 
| They carried the redoubt committed to them with rapi- 

| dity, but loft a confiderable number of men. Thefe 
jtwo works being taken into the fecond parallel facilitated 
the fubfequent operations. 

The Britifh were fo weakened by the fire.of the com- 
bined armies, but chiefly by ficknefs, that lord Corn- 
wallis could not venture any confiderable number in the 
making of fallies. The prefent emérgency however was 
fuch, that a little before day break of the morning of 
the 16th he ordered a fortie of about 400 men, under 1% 
lieut. col. Abercromby, to attack two batteries which 
appeared to be in the greateft forwardnefs, and to {pike 
the guns. Two detachments were appointed to the fer- 
vice; and both attacks were made with fuch impetuofity, 
that the redoubts which covered the batteries, were 
|forced, and eleven pieces of cannon fpiked. The 


A — 


intrenchment, fuffered confiderably. This fuccefsfuk 
action did honor to the officers and troops engaged, but 
produced no effential benefit. The cannon, being haftily 
fpiked, were foon rendered again ferviceable; and the 
combined forces were fo induftrious, that they finifhed 
Von. LV. O their 


French troops, who had the guard of that part.of these, } 
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1781etheir batteries, opened them about 4 o’clock in the 
afternoon; and fired brifkly. Their feveral batteries : 
were now covered with near 100 pieces of heavy ord- 
nance; and the Britifh works were fo deftroyed, that ‘ 
they could fcarcely fhow a fingle gun. | 
Thus was lord Cornwallis reduced to the neceffity of ' 
preparing for a furrender, or of attempting an efcape. i 
He determined upon the latter. Boats were prepared ‘ 
under different pretexts, for the reception of the troops | 
by ten at night, in order to pafs them over to Gloucefter ‘ 
Point. The arrangements were made with the utmoft | 
fecrecy. The intention was to abandon the baggage, 
and to leave a detachment behind to capitulate for the 
towns people, and for the fick and wounded, his lord- ’ 
fhip having already prepared a letter on the fubject, to 
be delivered to gen. Wafhington after his departure. | 
The firft embarkation had arrived at Gloucefter Point, ‘ 
and the greater part of the troops were already landed, 
when the weather, which was before moderate and calm, ° 
inftantly changed to a moft violent ftorm of wind and’ 


=P 


rain. The boats with the remaining troops were all’ 
driven down the river, and the defign of paffing was « 
not only entirely fruftrated, but the abfence of the boats ° 
rendered it impoffible to bring back the troops from | 
Gloucefter. “Thus weakened and divided, the army was 
in the moft imminent danger. The boats however re- | 
turned; and the troops were brought back without much’ 
lofS in the courfe of the forenoon. } 
Matters were now haftening to a crifis, which could” 
not be longer averted. “The Britifh works were finking 
under the weight of the American and French artillery, | 
The continuance of the allied fire, only for a few more’ 
. i“ 


: 
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hours, would reduce them to fuch a condition that it 1781 


would be rafhnefs to’ attempt their defence. The time 


for expecting relief from New York was elapfed. The 
ftrength and fpirics of the royal troops were worn down 


by conftant watching, and unremitting fatigue. Lord 


Cornwallis therefore fent out a flag at ten o’clock in the 0a 
morning of the 17th, with a letter to gen. Wathington, 17. 
requefting a ceffation of arms for twenty- -four hours, 

and that commiffioners might be appointed for digefting 
the terms of capitulation. An anfwer was given; and 
a reply forwarded in the afternoon; to which Wafhing- 


ton rejoined the next day, declaring the general bafis 


| 


on which the capitulation might take places Commif- 
fioners were appointed—on the fide of the allies vifcount 
e Noaille, and lieut. col. Laurens, whofe father was 


lin clofe confinement at the Tower, while the fon was 


Prawing up articles by which an Enelifh nobleman and 
il. Britith army became prifoners. While fettling the 
terms, the vifcount wifhed his lordfhip to ftate, upon 
his honor, the value of the military cheft. His lordfhip 
declared it to be about 18001. fterling. The vifcount 
bbferved that the fum was fo trifling, that it was not 
worth bringing into the account, and therefore was for 
leaving it entirely at Cornwallis’s difpofal. Laurens in- 
rerfered, and ‘obfervéed to his colleague, that though it 
was natural for a fubjec&t of one of the greateft monarchs 
a the world to think 18001. an inconfiderable fum, yet, 
for his part, being a fubject of an infant flate, ftruggling 
with infinite inconveniencies, and where money was very 
rare, he muft deem it a very confiderable fum; and 
eherefore he infifted that it fhould be accounted for. This 
was accor dingly done ; and afterward it was paid into the 
0 a hands 
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r48r,hands of Timothy Pickering, efg; the American quare 
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ter mafter general, to the amount of 2113). 6s. fterling, 
eftimating the dollar at 4s. 8d. There being a mania 
feft impropriety in the Americans ftipulating for the 
return of the negroes, while they themfelves were avow= 
edly fighting for their own liberties, they covered theit 
intention of repoffefting them, under thefe general terms 
with which the fourth article clofed—« It is underftood, 
that any property obvioufly belonging to the inhabitants, 
of thefe ftates, in the poffeflion of the garrifon, thall e 
fubject to be reclaimed.” a 
The pofts of York and Gloucefter were furrendeaal 
on the rgth, The honor of marching out with colours: 
flying, which had. been denied to gen. Lincoln, was” 
now refufed to lord Cornwallis; and Lincoln was ape 
pointed to receive the fubmiffion of the royal army at 
York Town, precifely in the fame way his own had been | 
conduéted about 18 months before. The troops of every 
kind that furrendered prifoners of war, exceeded 7000 
men; but fuch was the number of fick and wounded, 
that there were only 3800 capable of bearing arms. The 
officers and foldiers retained their baggage and effedts, 
Fifteen hundred feamen partook of the fate of the gar 
rifon. The Guadaloupe frigate of 24 guns, anda nume | 
ber of tranfports were furrendered to the conquerors: 
about 20 tranfports had been funk or burnt during the 
fiege. The land forces became prifoners to congrels;. | 
but the feamen and fhips were affigned to the French 
admiral. “The Americans obtained a numerous artile 
lery, 75 brafs ordnance and 69 iron, cannon, howitzers 
and mortars, 
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Lord Cornwallis endeavoured to obtain permiffion 17816 H 
for the Britifh and German troops to return to their re- ea if 
| fpective countries, under engagements net to ferve againt{t ) | ti 

France or America; and alfo an indemnity for thofe in- a 
Pebicants who had joined him: but he was obliged to i 
| confent, that the former fhould be retained in the go- i, 
vernments of Virginia, .Pennfylvania and Maryland ; 
-and that the latter, whofe cafe lay with the civil autho- 
ity of the ftates, fhould be given up to the unconditi- 
onal mercy of their countrymen, His lordfhip how- 
‘ever obtained permiffion for the Bonetta floop of war 
to pafs unexamined, which gave an opportunity of fcreen- 
®ng thofe of the royalifts who were moft obnoxious to 
the refentments of the Americans. He took care alfo nee 
‘to have it ftipulated, that no article of the capitulation ut 

| hould be infringed on pretext of reprifal. His lord- ic 
fhip, with all civil and military officers, except thofe of Ha eps i 
‘the latter who were neceflarily left behind for the pro- ; oe li 
‘tection and government of the foldiers, were at liberty ae on 
to go upon parole, either to Great Britain or New York, on 
He acknowledged in his public letter, that the treat- ae 
ment which he and the army had received after the fur- ea 
render, was perfectly good and proper. His lordfhip ie oie 
{pake in thefe warm terms of the kindnefs and attention | 
fhown to them, by the French officers in particular— i 


iy |’ 
« Their deliberate fenfibility of our fituation, their ge- ud i 
nerous and prefiing offers of money, both public and a aa 


private, to any amount, has really gone beyond vines I 
can poffibly defcribe.” ate 

‘ “Qn the 20th of Oétober, the American commander 
in chief, congratulated in general orders the army_on 
‘the cloriqus event of the preceding day ; and tendered 
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178l*to the generals, officers and privates, his thanks in the? 
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He with gratitude returned his fin-/ 
cere Bene ireenr to gov. Nelfon of Virginia, for! | 
the fuccours received core him and the militia under. 
him. To fpread the general joy in all hearts, he! 
commanded that thofe of the army, who were under’ 
arreft, fhould be pardoned and fet at liberty. The or-! 
ders clofed with—* Divine fervice fhall be performed® 
to-morrow in the different brigades and divifions. The’! 
commander in chief recommends, that all the i | 
that are not upon duty, do affift at it with a ferious de-! 
portment, and that fenfibility of heart which the recol-! 
leCtion of the furprifing and particular interpofition of 
Providence in our favor claims.” 

~The Britifh fleet and army deftined for the relief of' 
lord Cornwallis, arrived off the Chefapeak on the 2 24th ; | 
but on receiving authentic accounts of his furrender, they * 
returned to New York, A few days after their firft return,’ 
the fleet was increafed by four fhips of the line ; but: 
fuch was the fuperiority of the French by de Barras’s’ 
junction with de Graffe, that nothing fhort of defperate | 
circumftances could juftify attempting a frefh engage-) 
ment. Thefe circumftances however exifting, the Bri-" 


warmett langua we, 


tifh naval commanders ufed all poftible expedition int 
refitting the fhips, with the defign of extricating Corn! 
wallis and his army. The delay occafioned by this bu-! 
finefs feemed to be compenfated by the arrival of the: 
Prince William and Torbay men of war from Jamaica, : 
Tt was determined that every exertion fhould be ufed 
both by the fleet and army, to form a junction with the) 

Britifh force in Virginia. Sir Henry Clinton embarked | 

with above 7000 of his beft forces. It was deverthalh 

g ee | 
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to the Hook. They amounted to 25 fhips of the line, 
2 fifties, and 8 frigates. When they appeared off the 
Chefapeak, the French mace no manner of movement, 
though they had 36 fhips of the line, being fatisfed 
with their prefent fuccefs, The main error, which 
Wpaved the way to the capture of the Britifh army, ap- 
ears to be the omiffion of fending a larger force trom 
ithe Weft Indies than that which was difpatched under 
Nsir Samuel Hood. A few more fhips in the firft in- 
Jitance might have prevented that moft woful difap- 
| pointment, with which both Sir Henry Clinton and lord 
Cornwallis have been paintully exercifed. | 
Every argument and perfuafion was ufed with the 
count de Grafle to induce him to aid the combined army 
jin an operation againft Charleftown ; but the advanced 
! feafon, the orders of his court, and his own engage- 
ments to be punctual to a certain time fixed for his ul- 
‘erlor_ operations, prevented his compliance. His in- 
hruGions had fixed his departure even to the 15th of 
OGober; he however early engaged ‘to ftay longer. 
Could he have extended his co-operation two months 
more, there would moft probably have been a total ex- 
\ a of the Britifh force in the Carolinas and Geore 


ola. 
| 1 began to embark for the Weft Indies; and about 
the sth of November de Grafle failed from the Chela~ 
peak. : 
The marquis de la Fayette being about to leave Ame= 
rica, the following expreffions made a part of the orders 
ified by him previous to his departure from York 


Towne‘ Orders for the firft brigade of light infantry, 


| O 4 iffued 
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lefs the 19th of O&ober before the fleet could fall down !78t« 


On the 27th, the troops under the marquis St. 24, 
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s781.iiued by major general the marquis de Ja Fayette, 08 
O&, 


-4an order to ftr engthen him for further offenfive opera- 
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31, 1781. In the moment the major general leaves| 
this place, he wifhes oncg more to exprefs his gratitude } 
to the brave corps of light infantry, who for nine months ; 
paft have been the companions of his fortunes. He will: 


| 


never forget, that with them alone of regular troops, he! 


i 
had the good fortune to manceuvre ‘before - an army, | 


which after all its reductions, is fill fix times fupérior | 
to the regular force he had at that tyme.” Four da: is ' 
after, this brigade embark ed for the Head of Elk; the: 
invalids of the American troops deftined for the north. | 
ward having previoufly done it. The New Jerfey| 
and part of the New York lines marched by land, and. 
were to join the troops which went by water, at the: 
Head of Elk. Such cavalry as were wanted by gen. 
Greene marched f everal days before; and on the sth of! 
N ovember r a reinforcement marched under gen. St. Clair, 


{ 


tions in South Carolina. The feafon of the year was. 
unfavorable for the return of the troops to the North: 
fiver, fo that they fuffered much in doing it. But they. 
and their comrades had been blefled with a feries .of the | 
moft delightful weather from the beginning of their march; 
toward York Town until the redaction of the place, « 
No fooner had congrefs received and read gen. Wath- | 
ington’s letter, giving information of the ‘redu€tion of | 
the Britifh army, than they refolved on the 24th of Oc. 
tober, that they would at two o’clock go in proceffion 
to the Dutch Lutheran church, and return thanks to Al- 
mighty God, for crowning the allied arms of the United. 
States and F rance, with fuccefs by the furrender of the 
whole Britith army under ne command of earl Corn- 


wallis 


| refolved, that thanks fhould be prefented to gen. Wafh- 


taken from the royal troops, under the capitulation, were 
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wallis. This army had fpread wafte and ruin over the 17816 ao ¢ F 
face of Virginia for 400 miles on the fea-coaft, and for .- eg 
~ p00 to the tea: Their-numbers enabled them to | | 
| go where they pleafed; and their rage for plunder cit 
pofed them to take whatever they efteemed moft valu- co 
able. ~The reduction of fuch an army occafioned tran{- k 
| ports of joy in the breaft of every American. But that | 
joy was increafed and maintained, by the further confi- 
deration of f the 4nfluence it would have in procuring fuch 
a peace as was defired. "['wo days after, the congrefs 
iffued a proclamation for religioufly obferving through 
the United States, the 13th of December, as a day of 
thank{fgiving and prayer. On the 29th of October, they 


ington, count de Rocharnbeau, count de Grafle, and 


‘the officers of the different. corps, and the men under ae 

_ their command, for their fervices in the reduction of ae i 
"lord Cornwallis. They alfo refolved to erect in York Re LS 
Town a marble column, adorned with emblems of the ene 
» alliance between the United States and his moft chriftian 


-majefty ; and infcribed with a fuccinét ‘narrative of the : 
furrender of the Britith army. Two ftands of colours ~ Rn 


prefented to gen. Wafhington 1 in the name of the United ae bi sk 
States in Rit: affembled ; and two pieces’ of field at la 
ordnance fo taken, were by a refolve of congrels, to be We ai 
_prefented by gen. Washington to count de Rochambeau, 
with a fhort memorandum engraved thereon, “ that 
conerefs were induced to prefent them from confidera- 
‘tions of the illuftrious part which he bore in effectuating 
the furrender.” It was further refolved to requeft the 
. chevalier de la Luzerne, to inform his moft chriftiin 
majetty, 
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3781 Majefty, that it was the with of congrefs, that count de 
Grafle might be permitted to accept a teftimony of their | 
approbation, fimilar to that which was to be prefented | 
to count de Rochambeau. Legiflative bodies, execu- 

i | tive councils, city corporations, and many private focie- 

a ties, prefented congratulatory addreffes to gen. Wafh- _ 

ington, accompanied with the warmeft acknowledg-_, 
ments to count de Rochambeau, count de Graffe, and; 
the other officers in the fervice of his moft chriftian ma-_ 
jefty.. Places of public worfhip refounded with srateful: | 
praifes to the Lord of Hofts, the God of battles, before, | 
at, and after the appointed day of thankfgiving. The 1 
fingularly interefting event of captivating a fecond royal :- 
army, produced fuch {trong emotions in numbers, | 
both of minifters and people, that they could not wait | 
the arrival of the day. : 

The Britifh projected an attack on the northern fron- 
tiers of New York ftate. Major Rofs advanced from: 

the weftward as far as Johnftown, with a body of 600, 

regulars, rangers, and Indians. Col. Willet gaining | 

intelligence of them, n marched orth between 4 and 500 | 
levies and militia, and attacked them on the 26th of. 

O€ober. They were defeated and purfued into the 

wilderneis. On the 28th the colonel furnithed the choiceft 

of the trogps with five days provifion, and 60 Oneida 

Indians were attached to them. The purfuit was re- 

commenced ; and by the 30th in the morning, the Ame- | 

ricans fell in with the enemy; but when too fatigued 

to continue the chafe, left it to the Cneida Indians, 

who at length got up with major Butler, juft as he and 

feveral of his men had forded a bad creek. The Onei- 
das fred, and with their rifles killed fome and wounded 

Butler. 
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guarter, they anfwered Cherry Valley quarter (alluding 
to his having denied it there when afked, in Novem- 
ber 1778) and difpatched him though the requeft was 


renewed. 
The following aéts and concerns of congrefs deferve 
to be noticed. On the joth of Oétober, they elected 


the chevalier de la Luzerne, and many other gentlemen 
of diftinction, and heard Monf. de Bandole, chaplain 
to the French embafly, deliver the following difcourfe 
—<“ Gentlemen, a numerous peopie affembled to ren- 


‘der thanks to the Almighty for his mercies, is one of 
‘the moft affecting objects, and worthy the attention of 
‘the Supreme Being. While camps refound with tri- 


umphal aétions, while nations rejoice in victory and 


glory, the moft honorable office a minifter of the altars 
‘can fill, is to be the organ by which public gratitude 1s 
conveyed to the Omnipotent.— Thole miracles which 
he once wrought for his chofen people are renewed in 
our favor; and it would be equally ungrateful and im- 
Pious not to acknowledge, that the event which lately 
confounded our enemies and fruftrated their defigns, was 
the wonderful work of that God who guards your liber- 
| ties. — And who but He could fo combine the circum- 

flances which led to fuccefs? We have feen our ene- 
mies puth forward amid perils almoft innumerable, amid 


objects almoft infurmountable, to the fpot which was 


| defigned to witnefs their difgrace; yet they eagerly 
| foug! at it as their theatre of triumph !—Blind as they 


were, they bore hunger, thirft and inclement »fkies, 


Butler. They then crofled over to him. On his afkinge 1781. 


major general Lincoln fecretary of war. The next Sun- Nov. 
day they attended at the Roman catholic chapel with * 


poured ° 
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z781. poured out their genie in battle again{ft brave republi-} 

cans, and croffed immenfe regions to confine themfelves 
in another Jericho, whofe walls were fated to fall before! 
another Jofhua. It is He, whofe voice commands the! 
winds, the feas and the feafons, who formed a junction 


on the fame day, in the fame hour, between a formid-/ 


able fleet from the fouth, and an army rufhing from the 
north, like an impetuous torrent. Who but He, in’ 
whoie hands are the hearts of men, could infpire the’ 

allied troops with the friendfhips, the confidence, the | 
tendernefs of brothers ? How is it that two nations once’ 
divided, jealous, inimical, and nurfed in reciprocal pre- 
judices, are now become {0 cordially united as to form 
but one? Worldlings would fay, it 1s the wifdom, the 
virtue, and moderation of their chiefs; it is a great na- 
tional intereft which has performed this prodigy. They 
will fay, that to the {kill of the generals, to the courage 
of the troops, to the activity of the whole army, we 

muft attribute this fplendid fuccefs. Ah! they are ig- 
norant, that the combining of fo many fortunate cir- 
cumftances, is an emanation from the All-perfeét Mind ; 
that courage, that fkill, that adtivity, bear the ‘facred 
impreffion of Him who is divine.—For how many fa- 
vors have we not to thank Him during the courfe of 
the prefent year? Your union, which was at firft fup- 
ported by juftice alone, has been confolidated by your 
courage, and the knot which ties you together is be-§ 
come indiffoluble, by the acceffion of all the ftates, and 
the unanimous voice of all the confederates. You prefent 
to the univerfe the noble fight of a fociety, which found- 
ed in equality and juftice, fecure to the sAaitlean who | 
compote it, the utmoft happinefs which can be derived - 
from 


| 
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from human inftitutions. 
many other nations have been unable to procure, even 
‘after ages of effort and mifery, is granted by Divine 
Providence to the United States; and his adorable de- 
‘erees have marked the prefent moment for the comple- 
tion of that memorable happy revolution, which has taken 
place in this extenfive continent. While your councils 


/were thus acquiring new energy, rapid multiplied fuc- 
-cefles have crowned your arms in the fouthern ftates.— 
| 

forced from their peaceful abodes ;-—after a long and 
cruel captivity, old men, women and children, thrown 
| without mercy into a foreign country. Mafter of their 
lands and their flaves, amid his temporary affluence, a 
fuperb victor rejoiced in their diftrefles. But Philadel- 
_phia has witneffed their patience and fortitude; they 
‘have found here another home, and though driven from 
their native foil, they have bleffed God that he has deli- 


duéted them to a country, where every juft and feeling 


Heaven rewards their virtue. Three large {tates are at 
once wrefted from the foe. The rapacious foldier has 
been compelled to take refuge behind his ramparts, and 
oppreffion has vanifhed like thofe phantoms which are 


fion, we might renew our thanks to the God of battles, 
for the fuccefs he has granted to the arms of your allies 
and your friends, by land and by fea, through the other 


which too clearly prove how much the hearts of our ene- 


| mies have been obdurated. Let us proftrate ourfélves 


This advantage; which fo 7°! 


We have feen the unfortunate citizens of thefe {tates 


-yered them from the prefence of their enemies, and con-. 


/ man has ftretched out the helping hand of benevolence. 


| diffipated by the morning ray.—On this folemn occa- 


parts of the globe. But let us not recall thofe events 


- 


at 


Y 
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2781. at the altar, and implore the God of mercy to fufpend | 
his vengeance, to fpare them in his wrath, to infpire | 
them with fentiments of juftice and moderation, to ter- | 
minate their obftinacy and error, and to ordain that | 
your victories be followed by peace and tranquillity. 


Let us befeech him to continue to fhed on the coun-’ | 
cils of the king your ally, that fpirit of wifdom, of juf- 
tice and of courage, which has rendered his reign fo | 
glorious. Let us entreat him to maintain in each of the | 
ftates that intelligence by which the United States are; 
infpired. Let us return him thanks, that a faétion™ : 


whofe rebellion he has corrected, now deprived of fup- | 
port, is annihilated. Let us offer him pure hearts, un- 
foiled by private hatred or public diffenfion; and let | 
us with one will and one voice, pour forth to the Lord | 
that hymn of praife, by which chriftians celebrate their 
gratitude and his glory.” : 
‘The moft important books and papers of congrefs 
engaged at length the attention of the enemy. Afcheme 
was concerted for carrying them off Lieut. Moody, 


: . ° Sis 
who had been fo fuccefsful in taking the American mails, 


was employed. He remained on the Jerfey fide of the 
Delaware, while his brother John Moody, and another 


or two repaired to Philadelphia. Before they could ex- 
ecute the bufinefs intrufted to them, a difcovery took 
place; and fome of them were feized. Parties were fent 
acrofs the Delaware to fecure the lieutenant ; but he 
eluded all their exertions, and efcaped in an extraordi- 
nary manner. His brother and a fellow foldier were 
brought before a board of officers, at which the marquis 
de la Fayette prefided, and were indulged with a can~ 
did and full hearing. An opinion of the officers being” 
reported 
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reported to the board of war, and approved, they were 1781. 
fentenced to die. John Moody was executed on the 
3th of November, the other was refpited. The care 
lof congrefs will be engaged the more by this fruitlefs 
project, to guard againft any future attempts of a fimi- a 
lar nature. 

_ On the 23d of November they refolved, ° That ma- Nor, 
jor gen. the marquis de la Fayette, have permiffion to 73° 
go to France, and that he return at fuch a time as fhall 

be moft convenient to him:—That he be informed, | 
that on a review of his conduét throughout the paft ih | 
campaign, and particularly during the period in which meet | A 
he had the chief command in Virginia, the many new Lait 
‘proofs which prefent themfelves of his zealous attach- 
ment to the caufe he has efpoufed, and of his judg- 
j ment, vigilance, gallantry and addrefs in ‘its defence, aa 
have greatly added to the high opinion entertained by o : 4 
‘congrefs of his merits and military talents:—That he ee 
-make known to the officers and troops whom he com- ee 
manded during that period, that the brave and enter- eo 
prifing fervices with which they feconded his zeal and re 
efforts, and which enabled him to defeat the attempts of a i We 
an enemy far fuperior in numbers, have been beheld i 
by congrefs with particular fatisfaction and approbati- ace 
on:—That the fecretary for foreign affairs acquaint the a 
-minitters plenipotentiary of the United States, that it is 
the defire of congrefs that they confer with the marquis 
de la Fayette, and avail themfelves of his information 
relative to the fituation of public affairs in the United 
States : -—-That the fecretary for foreign affairs, further 
acquaint the minifter plenipotentiary at the court of Ver- 
filles, that he will conform t to the intention of congrefs, 
by 
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‘by confulting with and employing the affiftance of thq 
1arquis de la Fayette, in accelerating the fupplies whicl | 
may be .afforded by his moft chriftian majefty for the 
ufe of the United States:—-That the fuperintendant of 
finance, the fecretary for foreign affairs, and the board 
of war, make fuch communications to the marquis de 
la Fayette, touching the affairs of their refpective de-4 
partments, as will beft enable him to fulfil the purpofe| 
of the two refclutions immediately preceding :—T hat! 
the fuperintendant of finance take order for difcharging| 
the engagement entered into by the marquis de la Fa- 
yette with the merchants of Baltimore”—when he bor- 
rowed money of them on his own credit, for fupplying 
his troops with neceffaries. 
General Wafhington attended congrefs accede to 
order, and being introduced by two members, the pre- 
fident addreffed him as follows—- Sir, congrefs at all 
times happy in feeing your excellency, feel particular 
pleafure in your prefence at this time, after the glorious 
fuccefs of the allied arms in Virginia. It is their fixed 
purpofe to draw every advantage from it by exhorting 
the flates in the ftrongeft terms, to the moft vigorous 
and timely. exertions. A committee has accordingly 
been appointed to {tate the requifitions neceflary to be 
made for the eftablifhment of the army, and they are 
inftructed to confer with you upon that fubje&. It is 
therefore the expeétation of congrefs,. that your excel- 
lency would remain for fome time in Philadelphia, that 
they may avail themfelves of your aid in this important 
bufinefs, and that you may enjoy a refpite from the 
fatioues of war, as far as is confiftent with the fervice.”” 
To which his exeellency made the following reply— 
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claration of congrefs exprefied by your excellency. This 
Wi freth proof of their approbation cannot fail of making 
la deep impreffion upon me, and my ftudy fhall be to 
\deferve a continuance of it. It is with peculiar pleafure 
T hear that it is the fixed purpofe of congrefs to exhort 
the ftates to the moft vigorous and timely exertions: a 
compliance on their parts will, I perfuade myfelf, be pro- 
ductive of the moft happy confequences.—I fhall yield 
a ready obedience to. the expectation of conerefs, and 
give every affiftance in my power to their committee. 
Iam obliged by the goodnefs of congrefs in making 
my perfonal eafe and.convenience a part of their con- 
cern. Should the fervice require my: attendance with 
the army upon the North river or elfewhere, I fhall re- 
| pair to whatever place my duty calls, with the fame plea- 
fare that I remain in this city.” On the laft day of the 
ee congrefs agreed to 4x ordinance to imcorporate the 
| fubfevibers to the bank of North America. | 
A few days before, gen. Wafhington wrote—" The 
whole bufinefs of prifoners of war brought under one 
regulation, might probably put a ftop to thofe mutual 
complaints of ill treatment which are frequently urged 
on either part. For it is a fact, that for above two years 
‘we have had no reafon to complain of ‘the treatment of 
‘the continental land prifoners in New York, neither have 
we been charged with any improper conduc toward 
thofe in our hands. I confider the fufferings of the fea- 
men for fome time paftas arifing in a great meafure 
from the want of that general ‘regulation, and without 
which there will be conftantly a great number remaining 
in the hands of the ‘enemy.—I know of ho method ‘fo 
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1781.likely to put an end to the mutual complaints on both | 


fides, as that of having all prifoners given up to the | 
commiflary general to be by him exchanged.” q 
In this letter there is an allufion to an improper con- | 
du& toward the British prifoners in the hands of the 
Americans, which leads me to mention the cafe of the | 
convention troops. While in Virginia they were often, 
but badly ferved with meat. The chief of what the, 
American contractor had procured for their fupply was. 
fach as they could not eat. The Britifh commanding, 
officer at length made his complaint, and obtained leave . 
to have it furveyed, when it was condemned in general. 
The American quarter mafters were, upon that, obliged, 
to go all over Virginia in fearch of falt provifions, the, 
want of which was fuch, at one time, that the prifoners. 
‘had fix weeks meat due to them. On this an addition. 
of one half more was made to the allowance of Indian 
meal, and the troops lived upon meal and water. When’ 
afterward removed to Frederick-town in Maryland, they: 
complained of mecting with much ill ufage, and of 
being badly fupplied with provifions and almoft half 
fiarved. This treatment made the men delert in creat 
numbers. . Inftances of improper conduct toward other 
: prifoners undoubtedly exifted. But the general treat- 
ment of them was good; and, wherein it was otherwife, 
fell fo fhort of what the Britifh praétifed toward the 
Americans, that the former frequently declared of the 
latter, that notwithftanding all their threats, they “| 


afraid to retaliate. | 
The Briuth power in Georgia being too weak to pre- 
vent it, there has been a complete re-eftablifhment of 
American government. The general aflembly was con- 
| vened 
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vened at Augutta on the 16th of Auguft. General 1782, 
Greene’s fuccefs in South Carolina, having opened the 

way for gov. Rutledge’s fafe return to that ftate, he ex- 

rercifed his authority afrefh, and on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, iffued a proclamation, offering thofe inhabitants of 
‘the {tate who had joined the Britifh, pardon on condi- 
tion of their doing fix months militia duty, with the 
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exception of fuch as had taken commiffions, f figned con- 
gratulatory addreffes on Britifh victories, or who had 
been otherwife active in fupport of their government. 
‘In a few weeks, feveral hundreds came out of the Britith 
il lines, and greatly reinforced the American militia. Many 
‘were now as affiduous in framing excufes for having 
arranged themfelves under the Britifh ftandard, as they 
had been the year before to apologize for their involun- a 
jtary fupport of rebellion. Several caft themfelves on ve te My 
the public mercy, though excepted by the proclamation. ae ‘| 
‘The governor afterward iffued writs for a new election bi 

of reprefentatives, by virtue of the extraordinary power 
delegated to him before the furrender of Charleftown. i 
The elections were to be held in the ufual places where Et 
‘it was practicable, and in’ other cafes as near as fafety ay 
and other circumftances would permit. It was ordered Hae ed 
by the fame authority, that at the election the votes of a 
fuch only fhould be received as had never taken Britifh i! 
protection, or who having taken it, had notwith{tanding 
rejoined their countrymen, on or before the date of the ot 
proclamation. Other perfons, though refidents, were’ ti 
not confidered as freemen of the fate, or entitled to the 
‘fall privilege of citizenfhip. ‘Io counteract the feveral 
meafures of the governor, general Leflie iffued a pro- 
clamation on the 15th of December, affuring his ma- 
Ba Pee jefty’s 
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1781. jefty’s loyal fubjects in the province, that they might| 
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rely on fpeedy and effectual fupport being given to| 
them, by the exertions of the ‘forces under his com-| 
mand; and at the fame time giving notice, that the 
fevereft punifhments fhould be inflicted om all who, hav 
ing folicited for and obtained the enjoyment of the pri-| 
vileges of a Britifh fubjeét, fhould again take arms 
againft his majefty’s government, or ferve in any civil| 
capacity under a fecond ufurpation. 

Vermont, though not admitted into the confedenitioml| 
nor acknowledged by the United States, exercifes all the 
powers of an independent ftate—has her legiflative, judi- 
cial and executive branches, and will continue them, 
without fubjecting herfelf to the payment of any part of 
the continental debt till received into the union. | 
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Rotterdam, April 30, 1782. 
Frrenp G. 


HE conerefs of’ the United States of America, 

having at’ length (that they might gain “7 
agreed to recede from their claim to the navigation 
the Mif_iffippi, Mr. Jay, agreeable to the requeft of the 
count de Florida Blanca, delivered in propofitions relax 
tive to an intended treaty, on the 22d of laft September. 
The 
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States fhall relinquifh to his catholic majefty, and in 
fature forbear to ufe, the navigation of the river Mifif- 
fippi from the point where it leaves the United States 
But it was accompanied with this 


down to the ocean.” 
remark of his among others—“ If the acceptance of it 
fhould, together with the propofed alliance, be poftponed 
toa general peace, the United States will ceafe to confider 
themfelves bound by any propofitions or offers, which 
he may now make in their behalf.” The defign of the 
Spanifh court appears to be the drawing of all fuch con- 
ceffions from the United States, that their prefent 
diftrefs and the hopes of aid may extort. Befide, by 
protracting negotiations about the treaty, they may in- 
‘tend to avail themfelves of thefe conceffions at a future 
‘day, when the inducements for offering them have 
lceafed. ‘They neither refufe nor promife to afford the 
United States further aids, Delay may be deemed 
their. fyftem. ‘The American commiffioners at the 
‘European courts labor under great difadvantages, as their 
-difpatches brought by the captains of veflels are not fent 
to them by atrufty officer, and therefore are liable to 
be opened and fupprefied, as is known to have been done 
in certain inftances. Few of the proceedings of con- 
refs remain long fecret; and one @@ their agents has 
“informed them, that he had very good authority for 
faying, that copies of the letters which paffed between 
the committee and the late commiffioners. in France, 
are now in the hands of a certain foreigner. How he 
got them the agent knows not; but he afferts it as a 
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—— The Spaniards, though they engaged in the expedi- 
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much later than had been expected, that adm. Darby | 
kept the fea till November. Jt is fomewhat remark- 
able, that neither the allied fleets, nor the Britifh, took a 
fingle prize during the long term they were refpectively 
at fea. ‘g 


tion againft Minorca, did not relax in their operations | 
againft Gibraltar. For the more certain and fpeedy re- 
duction of the place, they erected ftupendous works, | 
which were at length arrived at the higheft ftate of per- 
fection, after immenfe labor and expence. Gen. Elliot | 
confidered this as thé proper feafon for attempting at. 
once to fruftrate all their views, by attacking, ftorming — 
and deftroying them. ‘The time being fixed and the 
arrangements made, a {trong detachment iffued from 
the garrifon ‘upon the fetting of thé moon, at 3 O'clock 
inthe morning. The troops were divided into three 
columns, and the whole commanded by gen. Rois, 
Each column was formed in the following order, viz. 
an advanced corps, a body of pioneers, a party of artil- 
lery men carrying combuftibles, a fuftaining corps, and. 
a referve in the rear. The pioneers of the lef column — 
were feamen. Nothing could exceed the filence and 
order of the march, the vigor and {pirit of the attack, 
or the exact combination of all the parts. The whole 
exterior front of the Spanith works was every where at: 
tacked at the fame inftant, and the ardor of the troops 
Was irrefiftible, “I'he Spaniards gave way on every fide, 
and foon abandoned their works with the utmoit preci- 
pitation. In half an hour, two mortar batteries of ten 13 
inch mortars, and three batteries of heavy cannon, with 


all 
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of fire was finally reduced to athes. 
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ail the lines of approach, 
were in flames, and whatever was fubje€t to the action 
nN The mortars and 
cannon were fpiked, and their beds, carriages and plat- 
forms deftroyed. The magazines blew up one after 


~~ came to a general action with Hyder Ally, 


out an effort to fave or even avenge the 


another in the courfe of the conflagration, The whole 
| Spanifh camp continued fpectators of the havoc, with- 
ir works, unlefs 
an ill directed and ineffectual fire of round and grape 
fhot might be confidered as either. ‘The whole fervice 


med, and the detachment returned to the gar- 


was perfor 
Its lofs was too inconfiderable 


rifon before day break. 
to be mentioned. 


| On the 27th of November, his Britifh majefty went 
to the houfe of peers and opened the feflion of parlhia- 


ment. ‘The fpeech expreffed the king’s determined re- 
folution to perfevere in the defence of his dominions, 
until fuch a pacification could be made as might confiit 
with the honor of his crown, and the permanent intereft 
and fecurity of his people. The loffes in America were 
neither diffembled ner palliated; but ftated as the ground 
for requiring the firm fupport of parliament, and a more 
yigorous, animated and united exertion of the faculties 
and refources of the people, The favorable appear- 
ance of affairs in the Eatt Indies was noticed ; which 
was the only ray of fuccefs with which the fpeech was 
nated. Am account had been received, that on 
his little army 
which lafted 
eight hours, and.was a hard fought day on both fides. 
The amazing fuperiority of the enemy yielded at length 
tothe fteadinefs, fpirit and bravery of Sir Eyre’s troops. 
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the ift of July, Sir Eyre Coote with 
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1781. Hyder Ally retreated precipitately afer having had 4000 | 


Dec. 


killed, among whom were many of his principal officers. } 
Sir Eyre loft but few officers, and about 400 privates | 
killed and wounded. 

The motion for an addrefs in the houfe of commons 
produced a warm and animated debate, which continued | 
till two in the morning. Mr. Fox moved for an amend. 
ment, by omitting that part of it which promifed to | 
fupport the fieicnnan war; and propofed a hew one, | 
exprefiing a wifh for a new fyftem of meafures, which | 
the houfe would affift to forward. But it was “— 
by 218 againft 129. During the debate, Mr. Burke 
obferved, that “ The coionel Laurens, who drew up. | 
the articles of capitulation, when lord Cornwallis far. _ 
rendered, is the fon of Mr. Laurens, who has been 
committed clofe prifoner to the Tower of London, of. 
which lord Cornwallis is himfelf the governor; and thus 
his lordfhip became a prifoner to the fon of his own pris 
foner.” In the houfe of lords an Pian to the ad-. 
drefs was propofed by lord Shelburne in a very matfterly 
{peech, but was rejected | by a maj seit of 75. 

Mr. Burke had, in the former feffion, moved for an 
inquiry into the conduct obferved on the capture of 
Statia, which was rejected by a majority of near two. 
to one. He brought on the bufinefs afreth ; and in his - 
{fpeech on the occafion mentioned, that three months. 
were fpent by the Britifh commanders in difpofing of 

and fecuring the plunder of the land ; that Sir George © 
Rodney’s fleet amounted to 21 fail of the line; and that 
the whole French force, previous to the arrival of count » 
de Graffe, confifted only of 8 thips of the line, and one 
fifty. He faid, this favorable Opportunity was entirely 


negleXted, 
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troops, being kept upward of two months in a ftate of 
total inaction, for the important fervice of protecting 
the fales at Statia. He afcribed to the fame difgraceful 
caule; as a fecond misfortune, the weaknefs of the de- 


junction of the French fleet in the Weit Indies with 
that which de Graffe brought from Europe. Sir George 
declared in reply, that he made the feizure of the effects 
for the fole and exclufive benefit of the crown ; and had 
no intelligence, till long after the confifcation, of his 


majefty’s intentions to relinquifh his right in favor of 


lutely neceffary for fome time; that during that period, 
he had planned two expeditions, one againit Curacgoa, 
})the other againft Surinam, and was upon the point of 
putting them into execution, when he received intelli- 
gence of the approach of de Grafle, whoie fleet was re- 


ported to confift of no more than 12 fail of the line; 
‘and. that confequently he thought Sir Samuel Hood # 
fafficient match with fifteen. | sigh BP 
An humble addrefs, remonftrance and petition of the 
Jord mayor, aldermen, and livery of | the city of London 
was agreed to, and ordered to be prefented to his majetty 
The king determining to receive 


ar) 


fitting on the throne. 
jt at the levee, the mode of thus prefenting it was de- 
clined. It was however publifhed. The language and 
fentiments of it are peculiarly ftriking—* It is (they fay) 
with inexpreffible concern, that we have heard your majefty 
‘declare, in your fpeech to both houfes of parliament, 
your intention of perfevering, in a fyftem of meafures 


| 


majefly’s 


21 


tachment fent under Sir Samuel Hood, to prevent the: 


the fleet and army; that his prefence at Statia was. abfo~ 


which has proved fo difaftrous to this country. Your 
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neglected, the whole Brinth fleet, and near 3,000 chofen 1781. 
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1781. majelty’s minifters have, by falfe affertions and fallacious} 
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fuggeftions, deluded your majefty and the nation, into} 
the prefent unnatural and unfortunate war. The confes| 
quences of this delufion have been, that the trade of 
this country has fuffered irreparable lofies: the landed} 
property through the kingdom has been depreciated to} 
the moft alarming degree: the property of your mas| 
jefty’s fubjects, vefted in the public funds, has loft above| 
one third of its value: private credit has been almoft 
wholly annihilated, by the enormous intereft given in the| 
public loans, fuperior to that which is allowed by law 
in any private contract: your majefty’s fleets have loft 
their wonted fuperiority: your armies have been ‘cap~ 
tured: your dominions have been loft: and your ma 
jefty’s faithful fubjects have been loaded with a burden 
of taxes, which, even if our victories had been as 
{plendid as our defeats have been difgraceful, if our aca 
ceffion of dominion had been as fortunate as the dif 
memberment of the empire has been cruel and difaf 
trous, could not in itfelf be confidered but as a creat 
and grievous calamity. We befeech your majefty no 
longer to continue in a delufion, from which the nation 
has awakened ; and that your majefty will be graciouily 
pleafed to relinquifh entirely, and for ever, the plan of 
reducing our brethren in America to obedience by force, 
We further humbly implore your majefty, that your 
majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to difmifs from your 
prefence and councils, all the advifers, both public and 
fecret, of the rheafures we lament, as a pledge to the 
world of your majefty’s fixed determination to abandon 
a fyftem incompatible with the interefts of your ail 
and the happinefs of your people,” 


On 


ed. The oppofition forefeeing the difficulties miniftry 
would be under, was induced to bring forward certain 
motions, which might difcover the number of thofe in 
the houfe, who with refpe€t to their general political fen- 


timents, agreed in opinion with them on the profecu- 
tion of the war. A coalition from all parties was de- 
figned, for the fole purpofe of obliging the crown to put 
an end:to the attempt of reducing the Americans to 
obedience by force. Sir James Lowther moved, ‘* that 
all our efforts to fubjugate America have been fruitlefs, 
either for the purpofe of fupporting our friends, or con- 
quéring our enemies; and that it 1S the opinion of this 
houfe, that all future attempts to reduce the Americans 


to obedience by force, will be ineffectual and injurious to 


the true interefts of this country, by weakening her powers 
to refit her ancient and confederated enemies.” Thefé 
‘motions were oppofed by the whole ftrength of govern- 
‘ment; which however produced but a {mall majority, 
‘the numbers for them being 179, and againft them 220. 
This fufficiently fhowed a prevailing change of fentiment 
in regard to the American war; and indeed all orders 
‘of men began to reprobate it with unreftrained frees 
dow. = - 

Before the adjournment of the houfe for the holidays, 
Mr. Burke brought up @ reprefentation and prayer, ad~ 
| dreffed to the houfe of commons by Mr. Laurens him. 
felf, which was Jaid on the table. It was written by the 
‘petitioner with a black-lead pencil; he having, as ts 


| thought, refufed to accept of fome indulgences lately 


offered him, and among the reft that of pen and ink, 
| | the 
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-'@n the day appointed for voting the army fupplies, wets 
the houfe ef commons was early and uncommonly crowd- 12, 


1781- thé ufe of which had been ftridtly forbidden him, during} 
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the greateft part of his confinement. The houfe was] 
alfo informed by Mr. Burke, that congrefs had offered] 
to exchange gen. Burgoyne for Mr. Laurens; and many | 
reafons were ieee by him for its taking place. Mr. 
Laurens was at length brought before lord Mans! feld on | 
the-laft day of the year, in confequegce of an order from 
the fecretary of ftate, and was diicharged upon certain 
conditions, He then repaired to Bath for the recovery 
of kis health, which had been much impaired by his 
confinement and the hardfhips with which it was accom= 
panied, 

Before the rath of January, miniftry received an ac— 
count of Statia’s having been furprifed and taken by the 
French.. The marquis de Bouille being made acquaint- 
ed with the fecurity and negligence of the governor and 
garrifon, attempted the reduction of the ifland. He 
embarked about 2000 men in a number of fmall ve 
fels at Martinico; and knowing that the only practicable 
landing place was left unguarded, he took his meafures 
fo as to arrive before it early in the night. An unex- 
pected rife of the fea caufed the lof of feveral boats 
and. many foldiers, while endeavouring to ‘difembark. 
With his utmoft efforts he could only land about 400 
by day-break: there was no hope of reinforcing them, 
with the remainder of the troops, the greater part of the 
boats having been broken, He faw the danger of his 
fituation, that a retreat was impoffible; that the garris 
fon was nearly double his own number; and that nothing 
but the fuccefs of a bold adventure, could pofibly fave 
him and his troops from being either made prifoners or 
cut to pieces, He determined upon a vigorous attack, 
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‘The place where he landed was about two leagues ft 
the town and fert: the way to thefe was not anne ex- 
tremely difficult, but interfeéted by a defile in which a 
‘handful of men could have ftopped an army. he 
troops that had been landed, were compofed principally 
of count Dillon’s regiment, a part of the Irifh brigade 
in the French fervice. A divifion of the garrifon was 
going through its exercife in a field at fome diftance 
from the fort. It miftock the enemy, as their red uni- 
form was the fame with the Englith; and did not re- 
treat till it had received a clofe cies ge of fmall arms, 

which killed and wounded feveral. Upon the alarm 
‘occafioned by the volley, thofe of the garrifon who were 
in quarters hurried to the fort, and clogged the draw- 
bridge: i in fuch a manner, that it could not be raifed, 


J until the enemy entered pell mell along with them. Lieut. 


‘col. Cockburne, thé governor, who had been taking an 


| early ride, returned at the inftant of furprife, and was 


‘made prifoner on horfeback. He was “ guilty of cul- 
‘pable negleé&t, in not taking the neceffary precautions 
for the defence of the ifland, notwithftanding he had re- 
ceived the fulleft intelligence of an intended attack *.” 
Thus was Statia, with the dependent iflands of St. Mar- 


November, with the lofs to the French of no more than 
ten foldiers killed and wounded. ‘The Britifh garrifon 
confifted of 677 men; and the artillery of 68 pieces of 
cannon. 

- The marquis de Bouille behaved with his ufual mag- 
nanimity, and admitted the claims of the original pro- 
prietors to various articles on the ifland. A confider- 


| # The fentence of the court martial, 


able 


221 
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tin'and Saba, reduced in a few minutes on the 26th of Nov. 
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+781, able fum of money which lieut. col. Cockburne declared} 
to be his, was with the generous confent of the French| 
officers reftored tohim. But a very large fum, the re, 
mainder of the produce of the late fales, and faid to be} 
the property of adm. Rodney and gen. Vaughan, be-} 
came a prize to the victors. “Their whole fpoil has been| 
eftimated at two millions of livres. A al 
When count de Guichen returned from his cruife,| 
the utmoft expedition was ufed at Breft in refitting thel 
French fleet for the fea, notwithftanding the latenefs of 
the feafon. The reinforcing of count de Graffe in} 
the Weft Indies with troops and fhips of war, was indif- 
penfably requifite; and it was forefeen, that he would| 
want on that ftation almoft every article of provifions 
and neceflary of life, befide an immenfe fupply of mili, 
tary and naval ftores of every kind, after the fervice on 
the North American coafits. The French concluded 
alfo upon fending a reinforcement of troops and fhips te 
Monf. de Suffrein in the Eaft Indies, where the demand 
for naval and military ftores was alfo urgent. A nus 
merous convoy of tranfports, ftore fhips and provifion 
veffels, were accordingly gotten in readinefs with the 
fame diligence as the fleet. It was needful to ail 
againft the defigns of the Britifh, the preparation wag 
therefore extended to fuch a number of men of war, as 
was thought equal to the protection of the whole, till 
they were at a fafe diftance. Count de Guichen was 
appointed to the command of all, while he remained in 
company with them. The fquadron and fleet deftined 
for the Weft Indies, was intrufted with the marquis de 
Vaudreuil, who carried out a confiderable body of land 
forces, with a full confidence, on the fide of both France 
ret . and 


t)de Guichen had no lefs than 1g fail of heavy line of 
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and Spain, of now perfecting their “ie for the reduc- !78te 
tion of Jamaica. 

The intelligence of this Went ta and in a mea- 
fur of its ‘objeét, being received in Britain, adm. Kem- i 
penfelt was difpatched in the beginning of December, 
with 12 fail of the line, a 50 gun fhip, four frigates, 
and a firefhip, to intercept the French {quadron and con- 
yoy. But for want of better information or from fome 
other caufe, the French fleet was fo much fuperior to 
what had been conceived, and to Kempenfelt’s force, 
that the real danger lay on the fide of the latter.. Count 


battle fhips, befide two more armed ez flute, as the | 
French call it, when the lower deck guns are placed in ea 
the hold to make room for the conveyance of a mode- | 


irate cargo. 


The Britifh admiral, expecting that his enemy had q a | 


jonly an equal force at the moft, fortunately fell in with Dec. Le ie 
jthe French in a hard gale of wind, when both the fleet 
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‘and convoy were much difperfed, and the latter confi- ae ang 
derably aftern. Kempenfelt concluded upon profiting PO pec 
from the prefent fituation, by endeavouring to cut off 
the convoy in the firft inftance, and fighting the enemy pe eae! 
afterward. He fucceeded in part. A great number of : 
prizes were taken. Abouz twenty arrived fafe in Britifh \ 
ports; while feveral that ftruck efcaped in the night. ie 
‘Two or three fhips are faid to havé been funk. A num- i 
ber muft undoubtedly have loft their voyage, through We 
the great difperfion of the convoy which neceflarily ex- 
ifted. The french commanders were in the mean time 
colleting their fleet, and forming the line of battle. 
Kempenfelc alfo having collected his fhips in the even- 


t 


° 
rm 


ing, 


224 THE Hs? 0 Ror Tae 


i781.ing, and being ftill ignorant of the enemy’s force, got] 
upon the fame tack with them, under a fall determina-} 
tion of engaging them the next morning. At day light] 
perceiving them to leeward, he formed the line; but| 
difcovering their force ona n earer approach, he did not 
think it advifable to hazard an action. He arrived at| 
Portfmouth on the 2oth of December: but had taken 
the precaution of difpatching the Agamemnon to pick| 
up any ftragelers from the Breft fleet. The Agamem.| 
non fortunately fell in with four large thips and a fnow| 
from Bourdeaux to Martinico, meant to join de Gui- 
chen, and captured them on the 2th. 

Near 1100 land forces, and between 6 and 700 fea- 
men, were taken in the prizes captured by the admiral, 
which were moftly freighted on the French king’s ac- 
count. They were laden chiefly with brafs and iron ord- 
nance, gunpowder, {mall arms, flints, bomb-fhells, can- 
non balls, grenades in a prodigious quantity, iron bars, 
fheet lead, travelling forges, all kinds of ordnance ftores, 


Bi 


tents, camp equipage, foldiers clothing and accoutre- 
ments, woollen and linen goods for the land and fea fer+ 
vice, great cables, fail-cloth and cordage, with every 
fupply for fhipping in'a great amount, wine,. oil, brat 
dy, rum, flour, bifcuit and falted provifions, all in large 
and the moft neceffary in prodigious quantities. 

The capture was valuable and important; but ferved 
to excite the diffatisfaction of the public, who fuppofed 
that it was through neglect, that Kempenfelt had ne 
been fupplied with a force which would have enab , 
him to take or deftroy the whole French fleet and con- 
voy. A great clamor was raifed; which was probabh : 
increafed by the attempts made in both houfes of par- 
lament, 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


nefs a ground of complaint and charge againft the firft 


February, the following refolution in the committee, 
« That it appears to this committee, that there was grofs 
mifmanagement in the adminiftration of naval affairs 
in the year 1781.” He faid in his fpeech upon the 
oecafion—“ It appears from the papers on the table, 
that for feveral weeks before the failing of the French 
feet, the admiralty had been in the courfe of receiving 
regular intelligence of its equipment; and that it-was 
evident, that 18 or 20 fail of the line were in readinefs 
to put to fea.” Lord Howe on the fame day declared 
it to be his opinion, that the early intelligence miniftry 


bad received of the defigns of the enemy, left them 
without excufe, for not having prepared a force fuffi- 
Icient to attack them. He afked—* Why was not Sir 
George Rodney fent out with adm. Kempenfelt ? His 
quadron is allowed to have been fit for fervice.’ Mr. 


(ex's motion was rejected by a very great majority, 
after lone and warm debates. What Kempenfelt could 
aot effect for want of more fhips, was in a great deeree 


and convoy, after Kempentelt’s fuccefsful attack on the 
atter, were fo fhattered and difabled, by a continual fuc- 
seffion of tempefts and foul weather, that only two of 
the men of war and a few of the convoy, could hold on 
their courfe to join de Grafle. The remainder were 
dbliged to return in very bad condition to France. Since 
then, a fecond convoy from Breft failed on the 11th of 
February, in order to fupply the failure of the other. 


liament, after the Chriftmas recefs, to render this bufi- 1782« 


lord of the admiralty. Mr. Fox moved, on the 7th of Feb. 


accomplifhed in another way. Count de Guichen’s fleet. 


Vou. IV. Q. The . 
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i7°2- The eagernefs of the Spaniards to gain pofleffion of} 


. z > \, 
Minorca after landing on the ifland, was fo exceflive, as} 
to induce them, through the medium of a bribe, infidi-| 


oufly to attempt corrupting the fidelity of the governor.| 
The duke de Crillon fuffered himfelf to become the 1n-| 
ftrument in this bufinefs. General Murray treated the| 
infult with a fuitable difdain. The clofe inveftiture off 
Fort St. Philip, from the time of the enemy’s landing,| 


wholly prevented the garrifon’s being fupplied with ve-| 


eetables. ‘The want of thefe, deftroyed in a great mea- 


fure, the benefits which might have been otherwile ex- 
pected from the general plenty enjoyed in other refpects, 
The fcurvy raged among the troops to a high degree, 
and was attended by a putrid peftilential fever and a 
mortal dyfentery. Much the greater part of the Britifh 
foldiers had been eleven years on the ifland, and had 
lived conftantly upon falt provifions, fo that the want 
of vegetables was the more fenfibly felt, when they came 


to be deprived of them. The progrefs of the diftem- 
per was alfo much furthered by the clofe confinement 
of the men within the narrow limits of the fortrefs ; and 
{till more fo by the tainted air of the cafemates and fout 
terrains, which the cannonade and bombardment of the 
enemy rendered their only habitations, and which bée 
came every day more pernicious by occupancy. 

_ The combined forces amounted to 16,000 regulars, 
attended by a prodigious artillery, confifting of 109 pieces 
of the heavieft cannon, and 36 great mortars. The 
earrifon confifted only of 2692 men; of thefe 2076 were 
Britih and Hanoverian regular troops, including how- 
ort ever in this number, 400 invalids, who had been: fent 

from Britain in 1775. A marine corps, which had been 
formed 


~ 
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fervice, compofed the greater part of the remainder. A 
= > ° 
andful of Greeks and Corficans alfo behaved with much 


t 
i 


bravery. The works of the fortrefs were fo numerous, 
that the earrifon, in full health, did not amount to half 
“the number which would have been neceffary to their 
| effe€tual defence. This weaknefs probably led the duke 


- de Crillon to he fomewhat unguardedly in his head quar- 


ters at Cape Mola, which induced a vigorous and fuc- 
cefsful fally from the garrifon. The troops employed 
in it furprifed and routed the enemy; chafed the duke 


it, that though he brought up his whole army to diflodge 
‘them, he defifted from the attack ; and left them to re- 
turn the following night in fafety. “This happened early 


jin November, about the time when the enemy opened 
their bomb batteries. Though the befiegers kept a 
cautious diftance in the conftruction and progrefs of 
their works ; yet their vaft.and numerous artillery were 
fo weighty, powerful and inceffant in their battery, and 
fach fhowers of great fhells were continually poured into 
the place, that they foon ruined the upper defences of 
the fortrefs, and rendered ufeleis a great number of 
cannon. 

The garrifon difplayed the greateft zeal, valor and 
conftancy; but in the beginning of February was fo 
much reduced by ficknefs, that only 660 were left fit for 
duty: of thefe, all but one hundred were fo far tainted 
with the feurvy, that the phyficians and furgeons de- 
clared; that they could hold out only a very few days, 
before they muft be fent to the hofpital. They alfo 
faid; that a few days longer obftinacy in defence mutt 


Ose prove 


from his poft, and fecured themfelves fo effectually in. 


cl 


formed upon the prefent occafion, and was of-excellent 1782+ 
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1782+ prove the deftruction of the remains of that brave gar- 
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rifon, as there were no means of keeping the greater | 
part of them much longer alive, but by a fpeedy relief | 
of wholefome air, aided by an abundant fupply of ve- | 
getables. The neceffary guards on the laft night of des | 
fence, required 415 men upon duty, fo that there,were | 
only 245 left, 170 lefs than the neceffary number for) | 
the next relief, and no picquet could be at all fonncal 

Under thefe circumftances, the governor was vedueedl 
to the neceffity of capitulating. He obtained all the 


honors of war, and every thing he required, excepting 
that of freeing the garrifon from being prifoners, which , 
the duke de Geilen affured him, the Spanifh, king im). 
his inftruétions ‘ihad particularly tied him down from 
eranting; but thes. troops were to be’ fent to Britain; | 
fubjet to the cuftomary conditions of not ferving ‘il | 
exchanged, or difcharged bya peace. The Corficans 
and other foreigners were fecured in their perfons and 
effects, and in the liberty of going where they pleafed. 
The poor remains of the garrifon, while marching 
through the Spanifh and French armies, which were 
drawn up in oppofite lines for their paflage, ex hibited) 
fach a tragical fpectacle as is not often feen, though it 
was at the fame time much to the glory of the fufferers, 
Six hundred old, emaciated, worn-down and decrepigl 
foldiers, were followed by 120 of the royal artillery, and 
200 feamen: about 20 Corficans, and 25 Greeks aan 
Turks, Moors and Jews, &c. clofed the proceffion, 
When the battalions arrived at the place appointed for 
laying down their arms, the foldiers exclaimed with tears 
in their eyes— We furrender them to God alone,” 
They feemingly derived great confolation from the opie 
i? nion 


wounded 
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in taking an hofpital. The indignation and grief ex- 
prefied | by the Britifh troops on their being at length 
vanquithed, was mentioned in terms of admiration, and 
lof the higheft honor to the garrifon, in the Spanifh pub- 
ifhed accounts of this re ae During the fiege 
roth of Auguft 1781, to the 4th of February 
the total of the killed was 59, and of the 
14g. 

The fympathy difcovered by the enemy upon the oc- 


from the 
inclufive, 


cafion, was highly to their honor. Several of the com- 
mon foldiers of both armies; were fo-moved by the 
wretched condition of the earrifon, that involuntary tears 
LTbseéa from them as the prifoners pafied along. ‘The 
fabfequent tendernefs fhown by the duke de Crillon, 
ce count of the fame name and family, and the baron 
dé Falkinhayn, who commanded the French troops, in 
their continued fupply of all neceffaries to the fick, and 
their unremitted attention to their recovery, was beyond 


nil praife. 

The members ia the Britifh houfe of commons op- 
sofed to the adminiftration, aimed at binding up the 
sands of the executive government by a ftrong and ex- 
scit declaration of the opinion of parliament. Gen. 
Conway therefore moved— That an humble addrefs 


Ne -prefented to his majefty, that he will be pleated to 


he impracticable object of reducing his maj 
rolted colonies, by force, to their allegiance, ‘a a war 
bf the-continent of America, and to affure his majetty, 
that his faithful commons will moft cheerfully concur 
with him in fuch meafures as may be found neceflary to 


ng acce- 


elty’s re- 


sive directions to his minriters not to os any longer. ' 


») 


229 


‘nion that the victors could not boaft. of their conqueft 1782 
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1782+ accelerate the bleffing of returning peace.” The de-> | 


bates were warm, and held till two in the morning; 
when upon the divifion the numbers for the motion 


were 193, and againft it 194. The majority of one only — 


on the fide of miniftry, proved that their influence was 
nearly at an end. Five days after Conway renewed his 


motion. The debates it occafioned continued till near 


two in the morning, when the attorney general moved) 
—<* That the prefent debate be adjourned until the 13thp 
of .March.”’... There were for the adjournment, 295 


againft 234. The original motion, and an addrefs to 


the king formed upon the refolution, were then carried. 


without a divifion, and the addrefs was ordered to be 


prefented by the whole houfe. The next day, the atey 
torney general moved to bring in a bill to enable his ma. 


-— 


agree 


— 


—, 


jefty to conclude a peace or truce with the revolted com 


lonies in America, whieh was agreed to. ‘The bill had) 
for its object the repeal of all acts relative to the com- 


merce of America, from the 12th of Charles I]. The. 


fame day the fecretaries of ftate fent a letter to the lord, 


mayor of London, informing him of the apprehenfion’ 


} 


which exited of riots and tumults in the evening; that 


fo proper meafures might be taken for fecuring the pub 


lic peace. It was feared, that the great and genera], 
joy occafioned by the carrying of Conway’s motion would, 


Mar. have produced thofe riots. On the 4th of March, his) 


majefty’s anfwer was reported to the houfe, and the: 


thanks of the houfe unanirnoufly voted to the king for 
the fame. After which Conway rofe and moved ano- 
ther refolution— ‘That this houfe will confider as ene- 
mies to his majefty and this country, all thofe who fhall 
endeavour to fruftrate his majefty’s paternal care for the 

I eafe 
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any means. attempting, the further profecution of of- 
fenfive war on the continent of North America, for the 
purpofe of reducing the colonies to obedience by force.” 
Government made a feeble oppofition to the motion, 
and at length fuffered it to pafs without a divifion. On 
that day alfo, a commiffion paffed the great feal, ap- 
pointing Sir Guy Carleton commander in chief in Ame- 
rica. 

The refolutions that were paffed in the houfe, and 
the warm reception they met with from the public, ferved 
to fhow that a complete revolution in the internal po- 
licy of government muft fucceed, which was an event 
no wife agreeable to the fentiments of the court. 

The oppofition fought to obtain a vote, from which 
it might appear, that the houfe of commons had to- 
‘tally withdrawn its confidence from the prefent admi- 
cniftration. Lord John Cavendith made feveral motions 
»with that view, and a long debate enfued, when the 
houfe divided at laft on the order of the day, which had 
been moved for and was carried by a majority of 10. 
That day week, a motion was made by Sir John Rous, 
in which it was propofed to refolve, that the houfe could 
have no farther confidence in the minifters, who had 
the direction of public affairs. On this occafion the 
ftreneth of both parties was muftered. Near 480 mem- 
bers were prefent; and on the diyifion the queftion was 
| negatived by a majority of only 9. Notice was given after 
the divifion, that a motion to the fame effect would be 
made on the Wednefday following. 

On that day, the houfe was again uncommonly crowd- 
ed; when after a while, lord North aflured the houfe 


Q.4 


with 


23D 


eafe and happinefs of his people, by advifing, or by 1H 
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3782. with authority, that the adminiftration, againft which 


the intended motion was levelled, did no longer exift; 
and that his majefty was come to a full determination 


of changing his miinifters. He then moved for an ad-_ 
journment, that leifure might be given for the forming” 


of anew adminiftration. He afterward took leave of 


the houfe as minifter. His fpeech was decent and pa- 


thetic. He thanked them for the honorable fupport 
they had given him during fo long a courfe of years, 
and in fo many trying fituations; and concluded with 
fienifying, that he was both ready and defirous to en- 
counter the ftricteft fcrutiny into his conduct. : 

During the parma es nt, which was to the 25th, the 


new adminiftration was formed under the aufpices of the | 


marquis of Rockingham, on whofe public principles 


and private honor, the nation can rely with confidence, 
after the violent ftruggle with which it has been agitated. 
The cabinet, including the marquis as firft. commif 


fioner of the treafury, is compofed of the earl of Shel- 
burne and Mr. Fox, who have beea appointed fecreta- 


ries of ftate; lord Camden, prefident of the council i; 
the duke of Grafton,-privy feal; lord John Cavendith, 


chancellor of the Exchequer; admiral Keppel, firft com=— 


mifiioner of the admiraity ; general Conway, comman- 
5 Y> ‘. 


der in chief of the forces; the duke of Richmond, 
mafter-general of the ordnance; Barre, treafurer of the 
navy; and Edmund Burke, paymafter general. 

The public meafures for which the new minifter is 


faid to have ftipulated with the court, before he would. 
confent to enter into any negotiation for office, are thefe 
——1. Peace with the Americans; and the acknowledg-_ 


ment of their independence not to be a bar to the ate 


tainment | 
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veral branches of the civil lift expenditure, on the plan 
of Mr. Burke—3j. The. diminution of the influence of 
the crown, under which article the bills for excluding 
contractors from feats in parliament, and difqualitying 
the revenue officers. from voting in the eletion of mem- 
bers were included. 


The revolution that has taken place in the Britifh ad- 
miniftration, is chiefly owing to the capture of lord Corn> 


wallis and his army; and. muft diffufe a general joy 
through the United States of America, whenever the 
account reaches them; by exciting their hopes of 
foon poffeffing the great object for which they have been 
contending. But the difagreeable intelligence received 
at the admiralty office from the Weft Indies on the rath 


and 26th of March, did undoubtedly promote and con- 
) firm the faid revolution. 


part of the world, enabled them to undertake what they 
pleafed. he lois of Statia was but the prelude to fur- 
ther misfortunes on the fide of Britain. St. Kitt’s was 
doomed to become a victim to the policy and power of 


32 fhips of the line. ‘The garrifon under gen. Frafer 
did not exceed 600 effective men: fo that the great fu- 
periority of the enemy prevented all refiftance to their 
landing. ‘The garrifon retired to Brimftone-hill, which, 
befide fome newly erected fortifications, was confidered 
from its height and almoft inacceffible fituation, as one 
of the ftrongeft pofts in the Weft India iflands.. But the 


The 
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cainment of the fame—2. A fubftantial reform in the fe- 17%2- 


The fuperiority of the French by fea and land in that 


Franée. The marquis de Bouille landed 8000 men on oe 
the ifland, and was fupported by count de Graffe, with 11- 


troops were too few for its defence through a long fiege. 
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The Britith feet under Sir Samuel Hood, confifting 
of 22 fhips of the line, was then at Barbadoes. - Chae 
ifland was the original object of the French commans: 
ders; but they were driven fo far to the leeward by con~ 
trary winds, that they found it neceflary to change their 
defien, and direct their attack againft St. Kitt’s. Sir 
Samuel notwithf{tanding his inferiority, determined upon | 
boldly attempting the prefervation of the ifland. Flex | 
accordingly failed to Antigua, where he took gen. Pref> __ 


cott on board, with the few troops that could be {pared 5,” 
and from thence proceeding in the evening for Bafie~ 
Terre road, where de Graffe lay at anchor, began at: 
day break to fori his line of battle, for the purpofe of. 
bearing down upon and attacking them. The accident 
of two fhips running foul of each other, interrupted the 
_profecution of this defign; and the fleet was obliged toy 
jie to for a day, during the repair of the damage which 
one of them had fuftained. A French frigate from Mar- 
tinico, full of fhells and ordnance flores, for the flere 
of Brimftone-hill, which fell into the hands of the Bri- 
tifh, feemed to compenfate in fome meafure for this de 
lay... De Grafie, who could not but be furprifed at this: ° 
unlooked for vifit, quitted his anchorage, that fo by put= 
ting out to fea and gaining a good offing, his fhips’ 
might have full room to act, and thereby fecure all. the | 
advantages of their fuperiority in number. i 
Jan. Sir Samuel inftantly perceived how he might profit 
af by this movement. |The enemy formed in a line of. 
battle a-head. He carried on every appearance of a 
determined and immediate attack, whereby he drew them 
further from the fhore.. He then pubhed direétly for 
affe-Terre road, and took pofleffion of that anchorage 
| ground, 
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evening. A fenfe of the poffible confequence of this 
movement, in cutting the French fleet off from all com- 


t 
I 


munication with their army on fhore, led them to fall 


upon commodore Affleck with the utmoft tury. He 


‘commanded and clofed the rear of the Britifh fquadron, 
land they were in no finail hope of cutting off that di- 
vifion. The commodore with his two brave feconds, 
lord Robert Manners and capt. Cornwallis, kept up fo 
able and unceafing a fire, that with little lofs and da- 
mage to themfelves, they contributed much to the co- 
vering of the other fhips of the divifion, while they were 


After a fharp conflict, the 


away. 


getting into their ftations. 
French were obliged to bear 
The next morning by eight o’clock, the Britith line 
“was attacked fromm van to rear, by 29 fail of the enemy, 
without having the leaft vifible 
impreffion made upon it. The French then wore and 
ftood off again to fea. De Graffe not yet difcouraged, 
renewed the engagement in the afternoon,. and directed 
pally againit the centre and 


— 


for nearly two hours, 


rear divi- 
Chefe he hoped to overwhelm by the fuperiority 


his attack p rincip 
fions. 
of his force: 
lofs and damage than before. [Hits own fhip, t ene Ville 
de Paris, fuffered feverely, and received no lefs than 84 
fhot in her hull. It was faid, that the French fent a 
fhoujand wounded to Statia. The lofs of the Britifh 
in all the attacks is fiated at 72 killed and 24.4 wounded. 
From that time the count kept at a diftance, but conti- 
nued conftantly in fight, appearing one day with 32 two- 
} decked fhips, and angther with only 29. 


but he was again repulfed wich greater 


a 


ground, which the count had quitted on the preceding 1782, 
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1782. Lhe fuccefs of Sir Samuel Hood’s bold adventure| 


produced very flattering profpects. The admiral had| 
no doubt, but that Brimftone- hill would hold cut, till 
the marquis de Bouille and count de Grafie would be} 


glad to retire. But therein he was miftaken. The ine 
habitants of the ifland, on the firft arrival of the French} | 
adopted a feeming neutrality. Governor Shirley indeed 
proceeded with 350 militia to reinforce gen. Frafer’s| 
fmall garrifon, and continued bravely to encounter all 
the dangers, and patiently to endure all the hardfhips of 
the fiege. The French clofely invefted the hill on all 
fides, on the night of their landing and the following 
morning. ‘The artillery deftined to ferve in the attack’ 


on Barbadoes was attempted to be difembarked. But 
the veffel which conveyed the moft heavy and effective 
part of it, flruck on the rocks and funk. The enemy 
however were not difcouraged by this lofs, or the fubfe~ 
quent one of the frigate from Martinico. By perfevering 
induftry they fithed up no fmall part of the artillery, 
fhells and ftores which had been funk; and the men of 
war brought a freth quantity of heavy ordnance from 
Martinico. Moreover, the very means provided for 
the defence of the garrifon, were unhappily for them 
employed in their deftru€tion. Eight brafs 24 pounders, 
with 6000 balls, together with two 13 inch brafs mor- 
tars and 1500 fhells, which had been fent out by governs 
ment to furnifh the fortrefs, inftead of having been re 
moved up to the works, were all found by the French’ 
at the foot of the hill, and proved a moft feafonable 
and neceflary fupply. The hill was naturally ftrong, but. 
the works at the top were not anfwerable to its ftreneth ; 
and were little calculated to withftand the batteries, 


* which 
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which the poffeffion of the adjoining country, and the 178% 
weaknels of the garrifon enabled the enemy to erect in 
the moft ee ntentoim politions. The Britifh were more- 
over totally deftitute of intrenching tools, 


The marquis de Bouille commenced and carried on 
a regular fieee ; but was incommoded during the whole 
of it, by a moft vigorous fire from the garrifon. The 
toil and fatisue of the French was exceffive in fuch a 
‘climate, as they had no fubftitute fer human labor in 
removing their artillery and heavy ftores.. ‘The trenches 
however were opened in the night between the 16th and 
la7th of January. Sir Samuel Hood took the earliett 
opportunity, on his arrival off the ifland, ef fending an. 
officer to Brimftone-hill, accompanied by one from gen. 
Prefcott, who in anfwer to the offer fent to een. Frafer, 
brought back the following meflage—“ That as he had 
taken the trouble to come with troops to his affittance, 
‘he fhould doubtlefs be glad of the honor of feeing him ; 
‘but that he was in no want either of him or his troops.” 
Prefcott being very defirous notwithftanding, to be put 
on fhore with his Antigua troops, they were accordingly 
landed on the 28th, together with the 69th regiment, and” 35 
| immediately got into action, and drove the enemy with con- 
fiderable lofs to the latter ; but as no folid purpofe could 
be anfwered by the continuance of the troops on fhore, 
they were taken off in the evening of the 29th, without 
the lo& of aman. All communication being now cut: ~ 
off with Brimftone-hill, the general with his troops failed 
back for Antigua on the 1f{t of February.. | 

The French profecuted their works and. attack with 
_ unremitting ‘induftry. During the laft three weeks of 
the fiege, they were conftantly, night and day, canno-. 


nading 
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1782. nadine and bombarding the garrifon; who though con- | 
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tinually thinned by the numbers killed and wounded, | 
bore the inceffant fatigue of being alway under arms, | 
and the increafing danger, with admirable patience and 
fortitude. At length, the works on one fide being fo | 
deftroyed as to form an entire and complete breachy 
and there being not more than 500 men left able to go | 
through duty, and Sir Samuel Hood not having it in 
his power to afford the leaft relief, both the governor 
and gen. Frafer concluded upon propofing a capitula-’ 
tion; which the marquis de Bouille eagerly embraced, 
as the acquifition of time for further operations was imn- 


portant, and as fecurity from interruption by the arrival | 
of a Britith admiral to reinforce Sir Samuel was of the 
firft confequence. Every condition they propofed was 
agreed to, whether in favor of the garrifon or ifland. 
The former were allowed all the honors of war in the. 


“fulleft fenfe ; and the ifland was upon the beft footing: 


it could be, under a capitulation. The marquis de 
Bouille, with his ufual elevation of foul, by the laft ar- 
ticle difcharged gov. Shirley and gen. Frafer from being 
confidered as prifoners of war, out of refpect-to them 
courage and determined conduct; and declared that the 
firft might return to his government of Antigua, and 
the latter continue in the fervice of his country. | 

The furrender of Brimftone-hill, and the capitulation 
of the ifland, rendered the longer ftay of Sir Samuel 
Hood in Baffe-Terre road equally ufelefs and dangerous. 
Befide, the French had been joined by two fhips of the 
line from Europe; fo that count de Graffe poffeffed the 


fuperiority of 34 to 22 fhips of the line. The count 


anchored off Nevis on the s4th, the day on which that 
ifland 
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ifland followed the fate: of St. Kitt’s and furrendered. 1782. 
Sir Samuel left Bafle-Terre ‘road the fame night, un- 

perceived as he imagined, for not one of the French 
fhips was to be feen in the morning; though when his 
fleet flipped their cables, the other lay within five miles 
‘and with their lights full in view. The furrender of 


Montferrat on the 22d, neceflarily fucceeded the lofs of 


‘the two before-mentioned ; fo that of all the former nu- 
merous Britith poffeffions in the Weft Indies, there re- 
main only Jamaica, Barbadoes and Antigua. Notwith- 
ftanding the reduction of Brimftone-hill might coft the 


French 1000 foldiers, and count de Graffe might lofe 


full tooo failors by engaging the Britifh fleet, their re- 
maining ftrength was fo great, that the defign againft 
Jamaica muft have been revived, efpecially as the Spa- 
| niards had a powerful fleet, and a great body of land 
forces, in the iflands of Hifpaniola and Cuba, ready to 
join de Graffe in an attack upon it. 

After mentioning en paffant, that the marquis de la 
Fayette and vifcount de Noaille arrived at Paris on the 
20th of January from America, and that commodore 
Johnftone returned to Portfmouth from the neighbour- 
hood of the Cape of Good Hope, on the 28th of Fe- 
bruary; I fhall relate what has paffed in the United 
Provinces of Holland, and in the dominions of the em- 
peror of Germany. 

You will recolle& the circumftance of Mr. John 
| Adams’s prefenting a memorial to the States General in 
April 1781. © The French minifter would have hindered 
his prefenting it, but could not prevail. Mr. Adams 
was determined at all hazards to follow his own judg-. 
ment; which he did in the moft independent manner, _ 

in 
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1782. in oppofition to refiftance, remonftrance, and other en- | 
deavours to produce a different condu&. You mut | 
underftand, that the gentlemen at the Hague, who are 
called their high muightinefies, are not the fovereign, 
They are only deputies.of the States General, who com- | 
pofe the fovereignty.. ‘Thefe. joint deputies form a dix | 
plomatic body, not a legiflative nor executive one. The | 


States General are the regencies of cities-and me 
nobles. » The regencies. of cities are the burgomafter; 
Achepens. or, judges and counfellors, compofing in the | 


.whole a number of four or five hundred men, feattered | 
_all over the republic. Mr. J. Adams had no way to_ 
_come at them, but by the prefs. He therefore ia | 
ed it, and by his. publications fucceeded. , - 
- The quarter of Ooftergoin the province® of shite. | 
sland, was the firft public body that propofed’a connecs 
-tion with the Uniced States of America, in Betamball 
Jan. -laft. “On the oth of January, Mr. Adams waited on the 
-prefident Van Den Sandheuvel, and demanded a cate 
-gorical anfwer, that he might be able to tranfmic itsto 
Feb, his fovereign. On the 26th of February, Friefland pres 
ceded. the other confederates by a refolution for open= 
ine’ negotiations with America, and admitting Mrap. 
Adams forthwith as the minifter of congrefs.. The new 
-minifters of the court of London atternpted to’ bring 
forward a negotiation for a feparate peace: with the ftate 
of Holland. Propofitions for a particular peace, with 
an offer of an-immiediate fufpenfion of hoftilities, om the- 
part of Great Britain, were made to that ftate by the 
mediation of the Ruffian ambaffador. ~The merchants 
had the ereateft averfion to fuch offers, as artful and 
dangerous. Holland and Weit-Friefland agreed to admit 
pee 2 M "Mg 
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ed commiffioners, when he fhall demand it.” 


| the brighteft periods of their hiftory. It was the naval ca 


} When they found that the fingers of their marine war- He ca 


they might venture upon a political manceuvre *.” ie 
Baffora, contained in the London Gazette of April the 


-dras, Hulicat and Bimlipatam, with fome other places 
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Mr. Adams, on Thurfday, March the 28th.—Zealand 1782+ ‘on 
the fame on the 4th of April:—Overyffel on the sth: ie 
—Groningen on the gth:—Utrecht on the roth :—and | 
Guilderland on the 17th of April. On Friday the roth, 


it was refolved by the deputies of the States General, 


that Mr. Adams be admitted and acknowledged. The 


) next day he waited on Mr. Boreel who prefided that 


week, and prefented to hima letter from congrefs, dated 
Jan. 1, 1781, containing a credence. On Monday the April 


goad it was refolved, “ That the faid Mr. Adams is 2?" 


agreeable to their high mightineffes ; that he fhall be ac- 
knowledged in quality of minifter plenipotentiary ; and ent 
that there fhall be granted to him an audience, or affign- ea ; 


< Do not you think that the Dutchmen have behaved 


_ bravely at laft? Itis a great deal for them, after fo long phe 
} a neglect of all enterprife, and fuch a fettled devotion ane i 
| to gain, to afpire at being the, fecond power in Europe Ae i 
| to acknowledge American independence, which they ae 
aay 
i 


have done with great eclat. They never did any thing i 
with more good will. They think it with reafon one of rat ay 


battle- of Dogger’s Bank which raifed their courage. ae Hl i 
riors had not forgotten to fight, they began to think that be 

‘The Dutch are chagrined with the intelligence from 
13th, and are apprehenfive that their fettlements of Sa- 
to the northward of Madras, and Chinfura in Bengal, 


* A letter from the Hague, 


Vou. ry. R toge- 
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1782. together with Negapatam their principal fettlement on 
the coaft of Coromandel, are actually in the poffeffion 
of the Britifh. They had fome weeks before heard of the 
fuccefsful expedition, which had been carried on againft | 
Padang, and their other factories on the weft coaft of | 
Sumatra. But they conclude from the Britifh publica- | 
tions, that the French had recovered Demarara and [i- 
fequibo for them about the end of January *. ‘The fame 
Gazette mentions, that Hyder Ally had Lien fo re- 
peatedly and totally defeated, as to be obliged to retreat | 

to his own territories. . 

What follows will afford you peculiar pleafure, as fa 
-yoring the rights of confcience, and militating aoe | 
ecclefiaftic tyranny. | 
A circular letter was fent the laft year through sb thal 
different diftricts of Bohemia, with the following notice 
—« That his Imperial majefty was refolved to grant to 
all the proteftants in his hereditary dominions, liberty 
of confcience; and that all the natives of his hereditary 


dominions, who had become voluntary exiles on account 
of religion, might return in the fulleft conviétion, that 
they never fhould be difturbed in future on the fore of 
religion.” The emperor has likewife caufed an edi&t | 
of the 28th of laft November, to be publifhed at Bruf- 
fels, abfolving the religious orders in the Low Coun- 
tries from all foreign independence whattoever. On the 
rgth of January, the following notification appeared in 
the Vienna Gazette—‘“* Notice is hereby given to all 
thofe who have hitherto kept out of their country on 
account of the religion they profefs, that his majefty 
pardons them, on condition that they return in the courfe 


+ 


* They furrendered to the French by capitulation, F eb. 3 35 178208 
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fame benefits as thofe who, on account of religion, had 


I 


quitted the place of their birth, and taken up their abode 
in other provinces belonging to his faid majetty.” His 
majefty has moreover abolifhed feveral religious orders. 
His edié& for the abolition of various convents has 
taken place at Prague, Brunn, Olmutz, &c. and the 
nuns and friars are freed from their vows. The pof- 
effions of the already abolifhed monafteries exceed what 
could be imagined. It is faid to be the intention of 
ais majefty, to appropriate all the money he may obtain 
oy the abolitions to charitable ufes. 

The emperor has caufed a refcript to be circulated 
throughout his dominions, containing the reafons and 
principles which have induced him to difclaim all fubor- 
fination to the pope in fecular affairs. They are in 
hort thefe—‘ That it is the higheft abfurdity to pre- 


© more authority than they themfelves ever exerted: 


lor is any man ignorant, that our Lord Jefus Chrift only 
tharged them with functions entirely fpiritual: 1f, With 
he preaching of the gofpel. 2dly, With the care of the 
| ropagation of it. - 3dly, With the adminiftration of the 
acraments, (that is, of thofe which are fpiritual.) 4thly, 
Nith the care of the church.” ‘T’hey are the fame prin- 
iples as were publifhed by father Paul in his Rights of 
overeigns and fubjects: or to afcend to a much higher 
uthority, in the Books of the New Teftament, by the 
upreme Head of the chriflian church, who declared, my 
ingdom is not of this world. 

The meafures adopted and perfifted in by the em- 
ror, occafioned great commotions at Rome. The 


R 2 pope 


of the year 1782, promifing that they fhall enjoy the 17826 


end that the fucceffors of the apoftles had a divine right 


1782 nope had feveral conferences on the fubject with his car-| 
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dinals, in which, notwithftanding his great age, he de- 
termined on a journey to Vienna. This was notified to| 
his moft dear fon in Jefus Chrift, Jofeph, illuftrious 
apoftolic king of Hungary, alto of Bohemia, king ele 
of the Romans, in a brief addreffed to him, and given 
at Rome by Pope Pius VI. on the fifteenth of Decem4 
ber 1781, and of his pontificate the 7th year. Jofeph 
in his anfwer told his moft holy father, that he fhould 
‘receive him with all the refpecét and attention due to. hi: 
exalted ftation; but that the journey would be fuperflu 
ous, as he was abfolutely determined in his judgment. 


The journey was however undertaken ; and the fovereign 
Roman pontiff arrived at Vienna March the 22d, where 
he remained till April the 22d, when he fet out on hi 
return to Rome, fully convinced that his moft dear for 
had fent him a true anfwer. | By 


nt 
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Roxbury, May 23, 178 2. | . 


HE acts of congrefs demand our firft attention. 

On the 23d of February, they refolved to au 
thorize the commander in chief to agree to the exchang 
of earl Cornwallis, by Commennons provided that th 
honor- 
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honorable Henry Laurens efq; fhall be liberated and pro- 17825 
per affurances obtained, that all accounts for the fupport 
ef the convention prifoners, and all other prifoners of : 
var fhall be fpeedily fettled and difcharged. | ae J 
The fuccefs which had attended the operation of the ae he 
I eaiforces in Virginia, and other favorable appearances 
con{piring, the French court turned their attention to- 
ward the procuring from congrefs the appointment of 
thofe American commiffioners for negotiating a peace, 
and with thofe inftru@ions, that would be perfectly agree- 
able to them. Sundry communications from their mi- 
\/nifter plenipotentiary were laid before that auguft body 
of delegates from the United States, which were refer- 
red to the fecretary for foreign affairs, who on the 8th bie 
of February delivered in a report, part of which was | : ee 
agreed to, and the remainder referred to a committee. ne ede 
Mr. John Adams was fo far from being approved of by seis ay | 
/Monf. de Vergennes, as the fole negotiator in that im- ; Mp 
portant bufinefs, that the French minifter labored to i Pan 


have him wholly excluded; and complained heavily ees 
of his ftiffnefs and tenacioufnefs. Letters had paffed eee 
between them upon the fubject of the refolve for fixing | 


the paper money at forty for one, which Vergennes Cea 
confidered as an act of bankruptcy. Mr. Adams per- ee 
fifted in defending the proceeding with fo much refolu- Leman 
tion, that the French minifter at length informed him, aa 
‘\that the king enjoined filence for the future on the fub- i 
joa. “Phe meafures which had been purfued in Hol- 
land by Mr. Adams, were alfo diipleafing, as they tra- 
verfed the policy of the French court. Letters were at 
length fent to the French plenipotentiary at Philadel- 
phia, expreffing the opinion of his court, that they fhould 
% FS not 
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1782+ not be able to do bufinefs in confort with Mr. Adams. | 


When the fame had been communicated to congrefs, ‘a 


committee was appointed to confer with the che- 
valier de Luzerne on the affair. A leading perfon in 
the committee was unwilling that the American minifter 
-fhould be facrificed to the difpleafure of the French | 
‘court, when the offence was occafioned by his zeal to 
ferve his country. It was therefore propofed, that he | 
fhould be inftruéted to do no one thing without the con- 
fent and approbation of the French court: but that he 
fhould attend to his former inftructions, and endeavour 
all in his power to obtain the fifhery, &c. but not to 
make them a fine qua non. This did not fatisfy; for it | 
was obferved, that notwithftanding fuch inftructions, 
Mr. Adams might obftruct the negotiations by not join- 
ing inthem. The faid perfon judging it would be fafeft 
to put confidence in the French, moved that Mr. Adams 
fhould be ultimately directed and guided by the fen- 
timents of the French court, which being agreed to and 
communicated, fatisfied the chevalier. Afterward it 
was thought advifable by fome of the fouthern dele- 
gates, that others fhould be joined with Mr. Adams 3, 
and accordingly congrefs agreed, that the honorable 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay and Henry 
Laurens, fhould be their commiffioners for negotiating 
a peace. Their commiflions were accompanied with 
the following inftructions—“ You are to concur in be- 
half of the United States, with his moft chriftian ma- 
jefty, in accepting the mediation propofed by the em- 
prefs of Ruffia and the emperor of Germany.—You 
are to accede to no treaty of peace, 1. which fhall not. 
effectually: fecure the independence and fovereignty of 
wy os aoe 
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che Thirteen States, according to the form and effect 17526 


of the treaties fubfifting between the faid ftates and his 


moft chriftian majefty; and 2. in which the faid treaties 


fhall not be left in their full force and validity.——As to 
boundaries and other particulars we refer you to the in- 
ftrugtions given Mr. Adams, dated the rath of Auguft 
1779, and 18th of Odtober 1780. We think it unfafe 


at this diftance to tie you up by abfolute and peremp- 


tory directions, on any other fubject than the two effen- 


tial articles above-mentioned. You are at liberty to fe- 


eure the interefts of the United States, in fuch manner 
-as circumftances may direct; and as the ftate of the 


belligerent, and difpofition of the mediating powers may 


_require.—You are to make the moft candid and confi- 
dential communications upon all fubjects to the mini- 
fer of the king of France; to undertake nothing in the 
“negotiation for peace or truce without their knowledge 


and concurrence, and ultimately to govern yourfelves 


by their advice and opinion, endeavouring in your whole 


eonduét to make them fenfible, how much we rely on 


his majefty’s influence for effectual fupport, in every 
thing neceflary to the prefent fecurity or future prof- 


perity of the United States. —If a difficulty fhould oc- 


cur in the courfe of the negotiation for peace, from the 
backwardnefs of the Britifh te make a formal acknow- 
ledgment of our independence, you are at liberty to 
agree to a truce, or to make fuch other conceffions as 
may not affect the fubftance of what we contend for, 
and provided that Britain be not left in poffeffion of any 
part of the Thirteen United States.” 
The committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of the minifter of France, were directed by congrefs to 
R 4 com- 
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+782-communicate confidentially to the {aid minifter, the fub- | 
{tance of the foregoing inftru@tions. The commiffions | 
and inftructions were fent to France foon enough to ad- 
mit of their being received early in May. ¥ 
Mar. On Sunday the 24th of March, capt. Jofhua Hud. | 
*4* dy, who commanded the troops at the block-houfe on | 
Tom’s river in Monmouth county, New Jerfey, was 
attacked by a numberof refugees from New York; 
and taken after defending himfelf gallantly till all his 
ammunition was expended. He was kept in clofe cuf- 
tody ; and on Monday the 8th of April was told, « That 
he was ordered to be hanged.” Four days after he was 
fent out with a party of refugees, and hanged about ten 
o'clock on the heights of Middletown. The following 
Jabel was affixed to his breaft—‘ We the refugees, hav- 
ing with grief, long beheld the cruel murders of our 
brethren, and fife nothing but fuch meafures daily 
carrying into execution—we therefore determine not 
to fuffer without taking vengeance for the numerous cru- 
elties, and thus begin (and I fay may thofe lofe their 
liberty who do not follow on) and have made ule of 
captain Fluddy as the firft objeét to prefent to your 
view; and further determine to hang man for man, 
while there is a refugee exifting. Up goes HUDDY 
for PHILIP WHITE.” Philip White was taken by 
a party of the Jerfey people on the joth of March, 
and was killed in attempting to daddies: his efcape atter- 
ward. | | 
When this affair was made known to gen. Wathinge 
ton, he propoied a number of queftions, on the cafe of 
captain Huddy, to the general officers and others, who 
were for retaliation. However, inftead of immediately 
, executing 
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executing an officer of equal rank with Huddy upon re- 1782s 
ceiving proofs of his murder, V/afhington wrote to ua 
Clinton, that unlefs the perpetrators of that deed were a el 
|delivered up, he fhould be under the difagreeable ne- | ao hay 
ceffity of retaliating. On the 20th, he fent a letter to a 
‘congrefs, with the copy of a memorial from the inha- 

bitants of the county of Monmouth, and fundry affida- 
vits refpecting the death of the captain ; which produced 


i 


‘the following refolution on the 29th—<“ What congrefs 29. 


having deliberately confidered the faid iettcr and the pa- 
pers attending it, and being deeply imprefied with the 
neceflity of convincing the enemues of thefe United 
States, -by the moft decided conduct, that the repetition 
of their unprecedented and inhuman ciuelties, fo con- ai 
trary to the laws of nations and of war, will be no longer 1 
-fuffered with impunity, do unanimoully approve of the i ms 
firm and judicious Conduct of the conmander in chief 
in bis application to the Britith general at New York, mean 


and do hereby affure him of their firmeft fupport in his ee : a 
fixed purpofe of exemplary maspliomon.'* What altera~ eee te 
‘tion may be produced by the change of Britifh generals, ao Hua 
remains to be difcovered.. Sir Guy Carleton arrived at ane i 


New York on the sth of May, and is now commander May al ee 
“in chief of the king’s forces.in America. From his’ 3° Ki Bah) | 
| tried and known humanity, it may be concluded with re hi 
certainty, thatno acts\of nig will be fupported: by a 


his countenance. 

| | Negotiations were carried on the latt year veda 
fome leading perfons belonging to Vermont and the Bni- 
tifh in Canada and) New York ; which produced jea- 
JouGes in the minds of feveral, who’ thought’ that: the. 
rulers meant to unite that country to Great Britain, con- 
trary 
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1782. trary to the wifh and without the knowledge of the: in. 
habitants in general. Mr. Thomas Chittenden, -the fee 
Jen. yernor, was addreffed in a letter of January the rft, | 
upon the fubje&t, by a gentleman of the firft confe- | 
quence; to whom he gave the moft pofitive affurances, 
that fuch negotiations were fo far innocent, that there : 
never was any ferious intention of joining Great Britain | 
in their attempts to fubjugate the United States. But | 
the intercourfe had undoubtedly a bad tendency; and : 
gave the Britifh fome ground to hope, that they fhould 
annex the people of Vermont to their interefts. if 
General Wafhington wrote to gov. Hancock on the 
gr. gift of January. The letter was upon public bufinels, 
and urged the fpeedy pointed and effectual comnnnen aa : 
of the ftate, with the requifitions of congref$ for com- : 
pletinge their battalions; that fo all the fruits of the | 
fuccefies of the preceding campaign might not be thrown — 4 
away, by an inglorious winter of languor and inactivity. 
it infifted on the neceffity of having a powerful army | 
early in the field. “Soon,” fays the general, « might 
we hope to enjoy all the bleffings of peace, if we could — 
fee again the fame animation in the caufe of our coun : ] 
try infpiring every breaft, the fame paffion for ii | 
and military glory impelling our youths to the field, and _ 
the fame difinterefted patriotifm pervading every rank 
of men, as was conipicuans at the commencement of 
this glorious revolution.” He preffed the furnifhing of 
the recruits in feafon, and the eftablifhing of checks to. 
prevent impofitions as to the quality of the men, than iM 
none might be accepted but able bodied and effective, i 
and that it might not be attempted to impofe upon 
them decrepid or improper-men or boys as foldiers. | 
Near 
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‘Near the end of April he obferved, that the efficient 1792+ i i | i ; 
operating force of the northern army could be no more ae 
than 7,553 rank and file; and that he fhould be uncan- as 
did, was he not to acknowledge, that -he did not expect Ht ay 
it would be increafed by recruits in the courfe of the ar | 
campaign to more than 10,000 fit for duty in the field. 
He eftimated the royal force in New York, ‘including 


their eftablifhed corps of provincials at 9,co0, and their 
militia refugees and independent companies at 4000, in 
all 13,000; befide about 3,300 at Charleftown, and 
about 700 at Savannah. Pe ie 
4) The bank of North America opened at Philadelphia ee | 
’on the 7th of January. Through the eftablifhment of Oe 
‘it, Mr. Morris, the financier, was enabled to fupport 
credit, and to keep things in motion till the 23d of April 
April. Without that he muft have ftopped; for the ie 
public money was exhaufted, and he had not at that 
| hour received one farthing from any ftate in the union. 
} There was too much caufe for complaining of a dif 
} craceful languor in moft of the governments; and which 
has its origin in felfifh views, party {pirit or worfe mo- 
tives. The ftates were half a million of dollars in debt 
Hon this year’s taxes, which had been raifed by anticipa- 
‘tion on that fyftem of credit which Mr. Morris had cre- \, 
ated. On the 14th of May he thus expreffed himfelf yyy We 
in a letter to gov. Hancock—* On the 1ft of January 14 he 
1782, with a heavy arrearage for 1781, unpaid on the 
face of the requifitions of congrefs, I had to provide for 
a three months expenditure, when no man would truft: 
the public for a fingle dollar: your legiflature Knew the 
ftate of public credit as well as I did. Inftead of pro- 
viding money for the 1f of April, they have made no 
effort 
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+782. effort for that purpofe which can take effect before the | 
ft of June. Now then let us fuppofe every ftate in | 


the union to be as negligent, and many of them are 
much more fo, what can gentlemen promife themfelves. 


I apprehend the moft terrible confequences. I beg you. 


to prefs an immediate payment of money, the neceffity 
of which it is not eafy to conceive, nor prudent to de- 
clare.” ‘The French king allotted in December laft fix 
millions of livres to the affiftance of the United States, 
and the financier was allowed to draw for 500,000 tour- 
nais monthly. This was but half he afked for; and he 


hopes that the other fix millions may be granted, as 


that arrangement had been made before the arrival of 


the marquis de la Fayette. The molt peremptory de- 


clarations however attended that grant, that it was all 
the United States were to have. Previous to the re- 
ceipt of the news of the grant, the financier had been 
obliged to hazard drafts for 500,000 livres, and to or- 


der Dr. Franklin to refell the goods bought in Holland, q 


if he had no other means of paying the bills. He re- 
guefted the minifter of France, and the fecretary of fo- 


reign affairs, and the fecretary at war, to keep the. grant 


from congrefs, and all other perfons, as much as -pof- 


fible, through fear that if it came to the knowledge of 


the feveral legiflatures, they who had not paffed ‘thei 
tax bills, would no longer think it neceffary to pats them, 
and inftead of exerting themfelves, would hang their 
hopes on foreign aid. 

The affairs of South Carolina and Georgia fhall now 
be related. ye 3 : 
» General Greene’s army “took its pofition on col. San- 


ders’ S plantation, ati Round O, on the 7th of laft De+ 


cem ber. 
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cembér. On the 14th, the general wrote to the Ame- 1782: 
rican board of war-—-“* We cannot advance upon’ the 
enemy for want of ammunition, though we have been 
in readinefs more than ten days. I have not a quire of 
paper in the world, nor are there two in the army. We 
broil moft of our meat, for want of camp kettles.” On 
the 4th of January, he congratulated the army on the ae 
atrival of major general St. Clair and the reinforcement 
under his command. Within a week after, the army 
moved down to Jackfonborough (about 35 miles from 
_ Charleftown) fo to Stono, and then on the 16th to col. 
Skerving’s, on the eaft fide of the Edifto, about 5 miles 
from Jackfonborough. Greene left it when the move- 
- ment commenced, and croffing the Edifto, proceeded 
to join the light troops under cols. Lee and Laurens. 
He informed the fecretary at war from his head quarters 
near Charleftown on the 23d~—** I would order the re- 
turns you require, but we really have not paper to make 
them on, not having had for months paft even paper to 
make provifion returns, or to record the necefiary re- 
turns of the army.”” The next day he wrote—‘ Since 3,. 
‘we have been in the lower country, through the difficulty 
of tranfportation we were four weeks without ammuni- 
tion, while there was a plenty of this article at Char- 
lotte. We lay within a few miles of the enemy with 
‘not fix rounds a man. Had they got knowledge and 
availed themfelves of our fituation, they might have 
ruined us. ‘The ftates here are become fo tardy, as ta 
regard reprefentations little more than idle dreams, or 
an eaftern tale. We may write till we are blind; and 
the local policy of the ftates, in. perfect feeurity, will 
‘counteraét our wifhes,”. The foliowing extracts from. 
his 


6. 


Feb, 
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1782, his letters will be the moft acceptable medium of con- 


veying his fentiments—* Jan. a8th. I was well in- 
formed you had let in fome prejudices to my difadvan- 
tage, fuch as my being more influenced by men than 
meafures, and that in the field I had neither activity nor 


enterprife. However mortifying thefe things were, my | 
pride would not permit me to undeceive you; and fuch 
was my fituation at that time, that it would have been. | 
dificult, if not impracticable, had I attempted it. My | 
military conduct muft fpeak for itfelf. I have only to 


obferve, that I have not been at liberty to follow my 
own genius till lately, and here I have had more embar- 


} 


raffments than is proper to difclofe to the world. Let | 


it fuffice to fay, that this part of the United States hag 
had a narrow efcape. I was /even months in the field 


without taking my clothes off ove night.” [He only 
took them off to change his linen.] “Feb. 6th. You. 


can have little idea of the confufion and diforder, which — 
prevail among the fouthern ftates. The fcenes change 
fo faft, and the operation of law is fo feeble, that it is” 


almoft impoffible to give any regular tone, to any kind — 


te 


of bufinefs. Stores are fubje€t to fuch wafte, and fuch — 
abufes prevail upon the lines of communication, as well - 
as pofts, that it is next to impoffible to: keep the public : 
from being impofed upon. Our difficulties are fo nume-_ 

rous, and our wants fo preffling, that I have not a mo-_ 
ment’s relief from the moft painful anxieties.” —« Feb. 
8th. The little money Mr. Morris has received from _ 


Europe, itis well known, was granted by the ee of | 
France, for the fpecial purpofe of paying the army.”— 


¢ 
ie 


« Feb. 18th. Lieut. col. Lee retires for a time for the : 


recovery of his health. I am more indebted to this — 


an ar “officer — 
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officer than any other, for the advantages gained OVET 1732, 
the enemy in the operations of laft campaign, and fhould 
4 wanting in gratitude, not to acknowledge the im- 


portance of his fervices, a detail of which is his beft... 
| ars 


panegyric.”—“ March rith. A_ great pars of our 4, 
troops are in a deplorable fituation for want of clothing. 


We have 300 men without arms; and more than 1000 
are fo naked, that they can only be put on duty in cafes 
of a defperate nature. We have been all the winter in 
want of arms and clothing; and yet both upon the 
road, though neither could reach us, from the want of 
iJmeans for tranfporting our ftores by land through an April 
extenfive and exhaufted country.”—“ April 13th. The 13. 
want of clothing, pay and better fubfiftence, and being 
altogether without fpirits, has given a murmuring and 


difecontented tone to the army, and the face of mutiny 
difcovers itfelf. I feel much for this department. No 
part of Saxony, during the iat war, I believe, ever felt 
rhe ravaging hand of war with greater feverity, than it 
yas been felt here. Our number is greatly inferior at 
orefent to the enemy: foon and moft of the North Caro- 
ina brigade leaves us.” [It has been computed, that 
HYourteen hundred widows were made by the ravaging 
rand of war, in the fingle diftrict of Ninety Six. |— 
i April 22. Difcontent is daily increafing, andthe .., 
pirit of mutiny very prevalent. It feems to have ori- 
zinated in the Pennfylvania line; and the parties have 
endeavoured to fpread the contagion through the army 
with appearances of fuccefs. I have been able to prove 
he faét but on one perfon, whom I ordered to be fhot. 
his day. He was a fergeant. and had much influence 
nthe line. I with this example may deter them from, 
the. 


256 


1782. the execution of a fcheme, which we have been dread+i | 


opening of the fefion on the 13th of the month, deli- 


judgment contended that found policy required to forget 


‘hp Hs Tory of wae 


ing every night.” [The fcheme alluded to was that of 
-betraying the army into the power of the enemy.] — : 

The South Carolina reprefentatives having been cledied 
agreeable to the writs iffued by governor Rutledge; the 
general affembly met in January, at Jackfonboroughy a 
fmall village on the Edifto. The governor, at othe: 


vered a fpeech to both houfes; for which he received. 
the thanks of each in thew addreffes. The conftitution’ 
of the ftate eftablifhed a rotation, which made it necef- 
{ary to choofe a new governor. The fuffrages of a ma-, 
jority were in favor of the former lieut. gov. Chriftopher 
Gadfden efq; who declined the laborious office, but con- 


tinued to ferve both in the affembly and council. . He, 


with many other gentlemen, who had been delivered as 
ibe in Virginia and Philadelphia, foon found 
their way back to South Carolina, and» were. chofen 
members of the legiflature.. The general afflembly after- 
ward eleéted the honorable John Mathews governor; 
filled up vacancies in the different. departments ; ‘and 
re-eftablifhed civil government in all its branches. Laws 
were then paffed for confifcating the eftates, and banifh- 
ing the perfons of the active decided friends of Britith: 
government, and for amercing the eftates. of others, as 
a fubftitution for their perfonal fervices, of which thein 
country had been deprived. Mr. Gadiden, notwith: 
ftanding the long confinement he had fuffered an. the 


_¢aftle of St. Auguftine, and the immenfe lofs. of :his 


property, oppofed the firft law, and with. equal zeal and 


and forgive. 


Vor. €V. 


| 


eight under the other. 


police of any ftate.” 


‘drefled to Greene. 


has honored me. 
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Two hundred and thirty-feven perfons or 1782. 
eftates were comprehended under that law, and forty- 
‘Thofe whofe fubmiffion to the 
Britifh appeared to be neceffary and unavoidable, and 
who did not voluntarily aid or abet their government,’ 
were generally overlooked. The execution of thefe 
Jaws induced gen. Leflie, who commanded the royal 
forces in Carolina, to fend a part of them to feize the 
negroes and other effects belonging to the whig-citizens, 
with the avowed intention of applying the fame-to the 
relief of the fufferers by the faid laws. After a fuccefs- April 
ful excurfion, he wrote to gen. Greene on the 4th oft 4 
April; and befide urging the motives of humanity, 
policy and example, for the fufpenfion of fuch proce~ 
dures, propofed a meeting of commiffioners on each 
jfide, whereby to leffen the devaftations of war and fecure 
inviolate the property of individuals. Greene immedi- 
ately’ returned for anfwer, “ that he had the honor to 
command the forces of the United States in the fouthern’ 
‘department ; but had nothing to do with the internal 
On this Leflie addreffed himfelf . 
to gov. Mathews, and enclofed the letter he had ad- 
| The governor anfwered on the 
Jioth, after delaying a while, that he might have an 
Opportunity of inveltigating the truth as to certain mat- 
ters advanced in Leflie’s letter; and told him—< You 
entirely miftake my charaéler when you fuppofe me to 
be intimidated by threats, and thereby deterred from 
executing the duties of the office with which the ftate 
For be affured, Sir, the laws of. this 
ftate trufted to me muft and fhall be carried, into exe- 
cution—mauere the confequences.” He clofed with 


S 


laying 


aS( 
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1782. faying-——“* Your propofition for fufpending the opera 


tion of the confifcation a€t, without offering an equiva- 
lent, is inadmifible, If you have any thing ferious and 
folid to propofe on this head, I am ready to appoint 
commiffioners on my part to meet thofe of yours to 
confer on the bufinefs.” Thus ended that affair. It 
might have ferved the friends to the Britith government 
far more effectually, had gen. Leflie adopted vigorous 
meatfures for their fupport anfwerable to nis proclama-— 
tion, and for the difperfion of the legiflative body. aig 
W hen the reduction of lord Cornwallis was completed, 
the Pennfylvania line marched to South Carolina. This 
increafe of force enabled gen. Greene to detach a part 
of his army to Georgia. Gen. Wayne, who com 
manded, having previoufly ordered the Americans at 


_Augufta to join him at Ebenezer, crofied the Savannah | 


in January at Two Sifters ferry, with about 100 dra- 
goons under col, Anthony Walton White. He was. 
foon after reinforced by 300 continental infantry under 


‘Jieut. col. Pofey. The Britith commander in Savannah, 


on hearing of this irruption of the Americans, fent or 
ders to the different pofts to burn, as far as they could, 
all the provifions in the country, and then: to retire. 
within their works. “The margin of ‘the river Savannah | 
and the iflands in the vicinity of it, were foon covered 
with {moke, and prefented to the aftonifhing eye a orand . 
but awful , fpeccacle. hat remained of the daft 
year’s ceo was fo generally deftroyed, that the Ames 
rican forces have been fince obliged to depend chiefly 
on Sone Caroling for their ry port, | 
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Rotterdam, Sept. 13, 1782 
Fareng G, 


§ : VHVE date of my laft letter fcarce admitted of its 1782. 


being mentioned, that admiral Keppel was created aa 


a.vifcount, and Mr. Dunning baron Afhburton, and et i. 

‘aiterward made chancellor of the dutchy of Lancafter. | ae vk 

~ On the gth of April, Mr. Fox brought a meflage April iy ee 
from his majefly to inform the houfe, That being 7” eel 


cencerned to find difcontents and jealoufies prevailing 
- among his loyal fubjeéts in Ireland, on matters of great 
importance, he earneftly recommended to the houfe the 
taking of the fame into their moft ferious confideration, 
# inorder to fuch a final adjuftment as might give mutual 
| fatisfaction to both kingdoms.” A, like mefflage was 
delivered to the houfe of lords. | 
Adminiftration proceeding in this weighty bufinefs in 
gonfort with the parliament of Ireland, a meflage con- 
ceived in the fame terms was fent by the duke of Port- 
land, the lord lieutenant, to the commons of that king- 
} dom, on the 26th, immediately after his arrival to take 
| upon him the government. The addrefs to the king in 
] confequence of it, was moved by Mr. Grattan, the 
| great and eloquent leader of the popular party. This 
addrefs, after a full and explicit affertion of the. inde- 
| pendent rights of the kingdom of Ireland, proceeded 
to ftate the caufes of thofe jealoufies and difcontents 


> 2 which 
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1782.which had arifen in that country, viz. the act of the 


fixth of George I; the power of fupprefling or altering 
bills in the privy couricil; and the perpetual mutiny’ 
bil. go the ground of this addrefs, Mr. Fox moved 


in the Britith houfe of commons on the 17th of May, - 


cop. That leave be given to bring in a bill for the 
repeal of the act, 6 George I. cap.-v.—2. ‘That it be 


refolved, that it is neceflary to the mutual happinefs of 


the two countries, that-a firm and folid connection fhould 


be forthwith eftablifhed by the confent of both —3. That 


an addrefs be prefented to his majefty, that he may be 


sracioufly pleafed to give directions for promoting the | 
latter refolution.” Thefe motions paffed without any 


oppofition. In return for this liberal procedure of the 


Britifh government, in relinquifhing eftablifhed: claims ‘ 
without any ftipulation whatever, the parliament of Tres 
jJand voted 100,000. for’ the. railing of 20,000 Irifh | 


feamen to ferve in his’ majefty’s navy. The fum of 


50,000]. was alfo voted, “for purchafing an eftate, and 


erecting a manfion thereon, to be fettled on Henry 


Grattan efq; and the heirs of his body, as a teftimony - 


of their gratitude, for the unequalled benefits conferred. 


by him on that kingdom.”: On the rrth of June, _ 
Mr. Fox brought ina bill for the repeal of the afore- 
mentioned: act, which paffed without a word of oppofi- — 


tion.. By that act, “ the king’s majefty, by and: with’ 


the advice of the lords fpiritual and temporal and com~’ 
mons of Great Britain in parliament ‘affembled, hath 
had, and of right ought to have, full power and autho- 


rity to.make laws and {tatutes of fufficientforce and validity” 


to bind the kingdom and people of Ireland; -and that 


the houfe of lords, of Ireland have not, nor of right | 


d oi iB) eer eee ought 


= 
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ought to*have, any jurifdiction to judge, affirm, or re-1782, 


4 
verfe any judgment, fentence, or decree, given or made : is 
in any court within the faid kingdom ; and that all pro- a R a 
ceedings before the faid houfe of lords upon any fuch oe al 


| fentence or decree are, and are hereby declared to be 
) utterly null and void to all intents and purpofes what- 
| foever.”” The bill received the royal affent by com= 
miffion on the 1ft of July.. It muft be noted, that be- 
‘| fore the bill was brought in, the duke of Portland went 
in {tate to the Irifh houfe of peers on the 3oth of May, 


_tovannounce the concurrence of the king and parliament 
3 of Great Britain to the independent rights claimed by Ce 4 
Ireland. On the 18th of June, the delegates of the } Hi 
volunteer corps of the four provinces, at their general: i 
meeting held in Dublin, refolved unanimoufly— That 
| the addreffes of the Infh parliament having difclaimed the 
any power or authority, of any fort whatfoever, in the Fa i! 
) parliament of Great Britain over this realm, we fhall ua 
_confider a-repeal of the 6th of George I. by the Britith is 
parliament, made in purfuance of the faid addrefles, a ee 


complete renunciation of all the claims contained in the 

faid ftatute ; and as fuch we will accept it, and deem 4 
it fatisfactory.” On the 18th of July, it was moved in i 
the houfe of lords—“* That this houfe, having the fulleft | 
confidence in the anfwer to their addrefs to his majefty Be | 
of the 27th of April laft, cannot entertain a doubt but ay | 
that the independence of the legiflature of this king- H 
dom, both as to internal and external objects, will be * 
inviolably maintained.” This motion was meant as an. 
explicit declaration of the total independence of the Irith 
legiflature on that of Great Britain in all cafes whatfo-. 
éver, and: pafled without a negative. Thus have the | 
Bo S 3 patriots Ban 


a 
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1782 patriots of Ireland, by their judicious, fteady, and fetti- 


perate conduct, made the war with the United States of 
America fubfervient to the eftablifhing of their own in- 
dependency without bloodfhed and devaftation. Had 
rights fomewhat fimilar to thole which were conceded to. 
them, been early granted to the Americans, the union; 
of the latter with the mother country had been conti-= 
nued; and the enormous expences of war, and all its 


concomitant miferies been avoided. When the duke of 


Portland put an end to the feffion on the 27th of July, 
he obferved to both houfes with fatisfaction, that they 
had provided for the impartial and unbiafled, adminiftra= 
tion of juftice, by the act for fecuring the independehog 


of the judges; that they had adopted one of the moft 


effreatual fecurities of Britith freedom, by limiting the 


mutiny act in point of duration; that they had fecured: 


that moft invaluable of all human bleffings, the perfonal, 
liberty of the fubje&, by paffing the habeas corpus act; 


and that they had cherifhed and enlarged the wife prin- 


ciples of toleration, and made confiderable advances in. 
abolifhing thofe diftinétions which had too long impeded, 
the progrefs of induftry, and divided the nation. ' 
_ While meafures were purfuing for eftablifhing har-_ 
rnony between Great Britain and Ireland, adinomnisbeationl 


P| 


| 


applied themfelves to the perfecting of thofe plans of 


ceconomy and reform, for the execution of which they. 


were pledged to the public. The. bills for difqualifying 
revenue officers from voting in the election of members: - 
of parliament, and for rendering contractors incapable _ 
of fitting in the houfe of commons, .pafied the lower, 
houfe after a feeble oppolition and though. frente ; 


lig combate . 
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combated in the upper, were carried by very large ma-1782 
jorities, and received the royal affent. 

‘Mr. Burke, while the bills were pending, brought 
forward afrefh the great plan of reform in the civil litt 
expenditure, which he had fubmitted to parliament two 
years before. This object, in which were combined the 
principles of future ceconomy and the abolition of great 
influence in both houfes of parliament, was introduced 
by a meffage from the king. In the beginning of May, 
Mr. Burke was called to the chair of the committee, and 
was directed to move the houfe for leave to bring in a 
bill, to enable his majefty to pay off the debt on the 
civil lift, to prevent the like in future, and to carry into 
a law the retrenchments which his majefty had gracioufly 
propofed to make in his houfehold. A number of offices, 
ufually held by members of parliament, were abolifhed; 


and the annual faving arifing from the reform, which 


would be yearly increafing, amounted to 72,3631. He 
apologized for the bills not being more extenfive; and 
engaged to obey their call, whenever it appeared to be 


the general fenfe of the houfe and of the people, that 
he fhould undertake and 20 through with a more com- 


plete fyftem of reform. © 3 
The gentleman’s magazine for May, gives. you in the May 
hiftorical chronicle under Monday 6, the particulars of 
the reform; and immediately under it the following ex~ 
traordinary article of reform in the houfe of commons 
This day the entry on the journals of the houfe of 
commons of the i7th of February, 1769, importing, 
« that John Wilkes efq; was judged incapable of fitting in 
that houle,” was, on motion, ordered to be expunged, 115 
to 47.—-Thus has Mr, Wilkes triumphed at Jaft in the 
py S 4 cafe 
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-1782.cafe of the Middlefex election, after a long fucceffion 
of annual defeats.’ Mr. Burke’s reforming bill was fok: 
lowed by another for the regulation. of his own office. 
The principal object of it was, to prevent the poffibility. 
of any balance accumulating in the hands of the pay= | 

matter general, which, he faid, had fometimes amounted ;; 


‘to the enormous fum of a million of pounds, the nte- | 

‘reft of which would be annually faved to the» public. | 

He alfo ftated, that as treafurer of Chelfea hofpital, he.) 

enjoyed the profits arifing from the clothing of the pen=. 

ii fioners. ‘I'he profits of the contraét had ufually 

| amounted to 700]. per annum; but by a bargain heshad:: 
made with a contractor, who was not a member of par- 
liament, it would amount to 6001. more.: This fum?. 
of 1300]. a year, he meant to refign his claim to, and 
to appropriate it to fome public fervice. 


The fubje&t of a reform im the conftitution. of ipartival 
ment was not wholly abandoned; but was brought again” 
before the houfe by Mr. William Pitt, who  moved—_ 
«© That a committee be appointed to inquire into-the’ 
ftate of the reprefentation in parliament, and- to: report 
to the houfe their fentiments thereon?’ A ‘long debate” 

_enfued, and was ably fupported by gentlemen on each® 
se _ fide the queftion; but on a divifion the motion was res 


aie 


” Feéted bya. majority of Er towns ip toa oy 


While the parliament was thus employed, the miniftry+ 
were not inattentive to the great objet of the nation’si 
‘defire, the reftdration of peace; which was fo far int 

yy train, that on the if of July a communication “was 
opened between Dover and Calais, and four Britith and * 
four French vefflels were appointed to fail alternately. from: 4 
each port.’ But the day was rendered much more me-- 
i morable- 


| 


whofe health had been gradually declining, and at length 
‘ank under. the increafing weight of public cares and 
Ibufinefsic. This event occafioned various changes in the 
adminiftration. The earl of Shelburne was appointed 
‘the marquis’s fucceflor in the treafury.. Lord John 
Cavendifh and Mr. Fox foon after refigned their offices, 
and were followed by the duke of Portland and others. 
‘Mr. William Pitt was. made chancellor of the exche- 
quer : Mr.’L. Townfhend and lord Grantham fecretaries 
‘of ftate. Lord Shelburne having occafion to {peak on 
the fubject of the independence of America on the roth; 
faid, “ that his opinions were ill the fame; but cir- 
cumftances had changed, and he now faw it was become 
aneceflary evil, to which his country muft fubmit to 


‘Jhoufe of peers, and by his royal fpeech put an end to. 
') the feffion. tis ) 

- The fucceffes of the Britifh in the Eaft and Weft 

Indies. and in Europe, which were known long before 

the rifing of parliament, were favorable circumftances, 

and tended to give ftability to adminiftration, by the 
public fatisfation they produced. We fhall now enter 

upon their narrative. * 

The Dutch garrifon of Negapatam was reinforced by 

a large detachment of Hyder Ally’s troops, before. the 

/ Enelifh company’s appeared upon the coatt of Coro- 

mandel. Major gen. Monro Janded on the aift of 
O&ober, and then took the command of them. He 
was followed by the whole corps of marines from adm. 

Hughes’s fleet. By the roth of November, the breach- 

Jing battery being ready, and opening at day light, the 
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morable by the death of the marquis of Rockingham, 1782. 


avoid a greater.” On the 11th, his majefty went to Si 


garrifan — 


te 
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266 THE HISTORY OF THE 


2982. garrifon foon. demanded a paricy. and capitulated, They| 
confifted’ of 8000 men; 500 were European regulars | 
and militia. On the 2d of January the admiral failed| 
from. Negapatam roads, and on the ath arrived at! 
Trincomale bay. ‘The next day all.the troops were dif 
embarked and landed before darks The feamen and | 
marines immediately formed, and pufhing through the | 
gateway made themielves mafters of the fort, while the 
governor was drawing up a capitulation. The only res 
maining force was a fort on the top of a high hill, which 
commanded the harbour and had an open communicas: 
tion with the fhips. The commander refufing. to furs 
render, a {torming party of feamen and marines affaulced: 
and carried it on the morning of the 11th, with: little 
lofs. Upon the furrender of N egapatam, Hyder Ally’s 
troops evacuated all the forts and {trong pofts they held 
in the ‘Laryore country. This intelligence however was 
fomewhat damped by the news received from Bornbay 
at the Eiaft India houfe on the 28th of Augutft, being 
an account of an action on the 17th of Feb. between 
Sir Edward Hughes. and Monf. de Sufteia, in- bia | 
feveral of the Britith. fhips fuffered contiderably.. | 4 
When the feafon for naval action i in the European part: 
of the world approached, great threats were held outof the 
mighty. efects.to be preduced by a combination of the 
whole marine force of France,-Spain and Holland. Te 
was therefore an object of the firft importance to. Great 
Britain to prevent fuch combination, by keeping that: 
watch upon the Dutch fleet which-would difable th em 
from-penetrating the channel in their way to Breit, the 
appointed place of rendezvous, . lg legs of {Pope 
oe a PRE OSES, 4 RE Sty cai 
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alty, which had been juft formed. 


jngton failed from Portfmouth for the Bay, with 12 fail 
>f the line. On the 20th a fleet was difcovered, and 
che fignal for general chate inftantly thrown out. ‘The 


oudroyant, capt. Jarvis, being a prime failer, fo far 
putftripped the reft, that when night came on, with hazy 
and blowing weather, he foon loft them entirely; but 
he press a full view of the enemy, and purfued them 
with unremitting vigor. The chafed fleet confiited of 
§ fail, nee with fteres and conveying a confiderabie 
{ite of troops, for the fupply and reinforcement of 
the French fleet and forces in the Eaft Indies. . They 
bad faile 4 ve m Breft only the day before, and were unde 
jthe protection of the Protecteur and Pegafe of 74. guns 
leach, L’ Actionare of 64, but ae em flute, and a tri 
Heate. [he convoy was difperied by fignal, and the two 


French 74 guns thips having confulted, it was agreed, 
that as the Protecteur had a large quantity of money on 


board, fhe. fhould make the beit of her way; and that 


iconfequences. A little before one in the morning capt. 
Jarvis came up sts atid clofely engaged her. The 
aétion was fierce while it lafted, but within lefs than an 


tea 


hour the Pegafe was compelled to furrender, Seon after 


day light, the Queen man of war came in fight and 
took upon her the charge ‘of the difabled captured fhip. 
The Queen and F oudroyant foon loft fight Mt each other 
lina hard gale which enfued. The next day a large 
man of war appeared in fight of the Queen. The cap- 
tain, Maitland, foon purfued; and after a chafe of 14 
hours 


es 
ey 


principally defenfive, was concerted by the new admi- 1482, 


|. While the reft of the fleet was preparing, adm. Bar- April 


Va. 


if fighting was incv itable, the Pegafe fhould abide. the 
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received his broadfide, returned hers, and then {truck} 
her colours. She proved to be the Actionaire; and was} 
a valuable prize having a great quantity of naval-ord-| 
nance ftores on board, befide wine, rum, provifions, and} 
feveral chefts of money. Ten large tranfports anda} 
f{chooner, befide the men of war, were taken. | The bad! 
weather obliged Barrington to finifh his fuccefsful cruife| 
by returning to Britain toward the clofe of the month. 
~The naval force of France and Spain in the Wek 
Indies, foon after the reduction of St. Kitt’s, amounted: 
to 60 fhips of the line; and their land forces when’ 
joined would have formed a confiderable army. Jamaica. 


had no more than fix incomplete battalions of regular 
troops and the militia of the ifland to defend it ; and there- 
fore in cafe of an attack mutt have been foon fubdued, 
The arrival of Sir George Rodney with 12 fail of the 
line at Barbadoes, and his fubfequent junétion with. Sir 
Samuel Fiood’s fraction, together with the arrival of 
three fhips of the line from Great Britain a few days. 
after, was Se dbaead he as aise tor the prefervation of 
Jamaica. | i i 

~The firft objeét with Sir George was to. intercept rhe 
convoy: that failed from Breft in February; and which 
was defigned to fupply the failure of that. which was: 
attacked by adm. Kempenfelt. Rodney difpofed of his, 
capital’ fhips in a line to the windward of the French 
iflands, and formed a line of frigates ftill further to 
windward. But the French convoy, by making the. 
ifland ef Defiada to the northward, getting to the lee-. 
ward. of the Britifh fleet, and keeping clofe in under the. 
land. of Guadaloupe and Dominique, had the addrefs to. 
iam efcape 
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{cape the danger, and to arrive fafe in Fort Royal_bay, A 
vhere they found the count de Grafle. | igre 
. Sir George Rodney, on finding himfelf difappointed, 
returned to St. Lucie; there to refit; take in a fupply of 
water, ftores and provifions; and keep a ftrict watch 
vith his frigates on the movements of the French in 
ort Royal bay. The objects of the hoftile comman- 
fers were not lefs oppofite than their interelts. It was 
he bufinefs and defign of de Grafle to ai void fighting, 
ilbhe had formed a junétion with the Spanifh fleet under 
ion Solano at Hifpaniola. On the other fide, the fal- 
vation of the Weft Indies, with the whole fortune and: 
jope' of the war, depended upon Rodney’s preventing — 
he junction, or bringing on a clofe and decifhve engage- 
nent with de Grafle before it took place. The Britifh 
Heet at St. Lucie amounted to 36 fhips of the line: the 
orce under de Grafle at Martinico to 34, befide two fhips 
ithe line'armed en jiure, and two fifty-fours, the firft 
yere-not in either engagement; and the laft if prefent 
ted only as frigates. The French fleet, befide ‘a full 
compliment of fearmen, had 500 land forces on board. 
Che Ville de Paris of 110 guns, de Grafie’s own hip, . 
harried: not lefs thai’ 1300 men including foldiers. The 
french 74’s carried goo men each. Their metal: is- 
ways heavier than that of the Britifh, in equal rates: 
yut feveral of their fhips were in very indifferent con- 
ition. ~The Britifh had five go gun fhips, which was 
héir higheft rate; and the French had eight of 84 and 
fo guns each, befide the Ville de Paris. The compa- 
ative balance of the force on both fides was tolerably 
bven; and contending fleets do not often meet upon 
nore equal terms. The van of the Britifh was com- 
manded 


é. 


2°70 


982. manded by Sir Samuel Flood, the centre by Sir Geary ! 


April 
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Rodney, and the rear. by adm. Francis Drake. Thd 
three divifions of the French fleet were under count dé 
Graffe, Monf. de Vaudreuil, and Monf. de Bougaih- 
ville. | a | 

The French fleet began to turn out of Fort Roya! 
harbour by break of day, with a great convoy undey 
their protection, all bound to leeward and intending t€ 
fall down to the French or Spanifh ports in Hifpaniola’ 
De Grafle, that he might avoid any encounter on his 
pafiag €, meant to keep clofe in under the. iflands, til! 
he had eluded the purfuit of the Britifh. But their de- 
parture from the bay, and movements, were fo fpeedily 
communicated by fignals from the frieates, and the 


Britifh fleet was in fuch excellent preparation, that all 
the thips were clear of Grofs Iflet Bay by noon, and 
purfued with the utmoft expedition; fo that the French 
faved only a few hours, by béing mafters of the time 
of departure. The Britifh gained fight of them under 
Dominique at night; and afterward regulated the pur 
fuit by fignals. | i 
Count de Grafle formed the line of battle to wind: 
ward early the next morning; and thereby afforded ar 
opportunity to his convoy for proceeding on their courte, 
while he remained to abide the confequences. ° While 
the count had wind enough for thefe movements by 
being further advanced toward Guadaloupe, the Britith 


fleet lay becalmed under the hi gh lands of Dominique, 


“The breeze at leneth reached tae van of the latter; and 


the fhips began ‘to clofe with the French centre, while 


their own centre and rear were ftill becalmed.. If de 
Graffe could have avoided an engagement, it muft ‘be 


thought 
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thought that the profpect of falling with his whole weight !7°?+ 
upon and entirely crufhing one third of .his enemy’s 
force, was too tempting to be refitted. The action 
commenced about g o’clock.. The. attack was lead by 

the Royal Oak, and feconded by the Alfred and the 

Montague. The whole. divifion was in a few minutes 


U 


clofely engaged, and for more than an hour was ex- 
jeced ngly preifed by the luperiority of the. French. The 
Barfleur, Sir S. Hood’s own, fhip, had at times feven, 
aad ¢ eenerally three fhips firing upon her: none of the 
divifion efeaped encountering a di iproportionate force. 
The firm and effectual . refiftance, with which they’ 
fuit tained all the efforts of the. enemy’s fuperiority, -was 
to the higheft degree glorious.. At length the leading 
{hips of the centre were enabled to come up to their 
EE ance. Thefe were foon followed by Sir G. Rodney 
lin the Formidable, with his feconds the Namur and the 
BiDuke, all of go guns: they made and fupported a moft 
tremendous fre. The gallantry of a French captain of 
274 gun fhip in the rear, who having backed his main- 
top- fail, fteadily received and bravely returned the fire 
of. thefe three ereat fhips in fucceffion, without in the 
| leaft changing his itation, excited the applaufe and ad- 
miration of his enemies. The coming up of thefe fe- 
veral fhips of the centre divifion, induced the French 
commander to change the nature of the action, that fo 
it might not become decifive. He kept at fuch a 
diftance during the remainder of the engagement, as 
evidenced an intention of difabling the Britifh fhips 
without any.confiderable hazard on his own fide. This 
kind of firing produced as much effect as the diftance 
would admit, and was well fupported by both parties. - 


for 


4782. for'an hour and three quarters longer; during all which’| 
time, the reft of the Britith fleet was held back, by the ; 


S72 
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calms and baffling winds under Dominique. About ; 
twelve o’clock, the remaining fhips of the Britith centre | 
came up, and the rear was clofing the line: on which , 
de Graffe withdrew his fleet from the action, and evaded , 
all the efforts of the Britith commanders for its renewal, 
The French fhips received much more damage than their ; 
own fire produced. ‘T'wo of them were obliged to quit , 
the fleet and put into Guadaloupe, which reduced the | 
count’s line to 32 fhips. On the Britifh fide the Royal | 
Oak and the Montague fuffered’ extremely 5 but were ; 
capable of being repaired at fea, fo as not to be under. 
the neceffity of quitting the fee. 6 (ee 
The Britifh fleet lay to at night to repair damagess 


_and the following day was principally {pent in refitting; ; 


in keeping the wind, and in tranfpofing the rear and the | 


van, as the former (not having been engaged) was ne: | 
ceffarily fitter for the active fervice of that divifion. | 
Both fleets kept turning up to windward, in the channel 
which feparates the hot ef Dominique and Guadas 
loupe, i ate ‘le + oie 
» On the r1th the French had weathered Guiadslourl 
and gained fuch a-diftance, that the body of their fleet : 
could only be defcried from the maft-heads of the Bri- ; 
tith centre; and all hope of Sir G. Rodney’s coming : 
up with them feemed to be at anend. In‘ this critical»: 
ftate of things, one af the French fhips, which had 
fuffered in the action, was perceived, about noon, to fall 
off confiderably from the reft of the fleet to leeward.’ 
This fight produced fignals from the British admiral for 
a general chafe ; white was fo vigorous, that the | 
\ memnon, 
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line, were» coming up fo. faft with this fhip, that fhe 
would affuredly have been. cut off before evening, had 
not her fignals and evident danger, induced de Graffe 
to bear down with his whole fleet to her affiftance. This 
‘movement made ‘it impoffible for the French to avoid 
fighting. ‘The purfuing Britifh fhips fell back into their 
 ftation’; a clofe line was formed; and fuch manceuvres 
practifed in the night, as were neceffary to preferve 
things in their prefent ftate, and as might poffibly pro- 
| duce cafwal advantage. The French mie prepared for 
battle with the greateft refolution. 

~The fcene of ‘action lay between the iflands of Gus- 
jdaloupe, Dominique, the Saints and Marigalante; and 
was bounded both to windward’ and leeward by danger- 
the fhores. The hoftile fleets ie upon oppofite tacks. 


| and was continued with unremitting fury viel near ses 
\fame hour in the evening. Adm. Drake’s divifion led, 
jand’with*much gallantry received and returned the fire 
Jof the whole Frenchvline ;- whofe guns were pointed fo 
little tothe hulls, or fo illy ferved, that Drake’s leading 
| (hip, the Marlborough, had only three men killed and 
“ixteen wounded by receiving the firft fire of twenty- 
hhree of their fhips. The Britifh as they came up, 
ranged flowly along the French line, and clofe under, 
their lee. Being fo near every fhot took effect; and the. 
french {hips being fo full of men, the carnage in them 
vas prodigious. ‘The Formidable, adm, Rodney’s thip,: 
ired near eighty broadfides, and it may be thought the 
vas not fingular. The French ftood and returned this: 
dreadful fire with the utmoft firmnefs. _Each° fide 

oS ae T fought, 
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memnon, and fome others of the headmott of the Britifh 178+ 


of pril 
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1-82, fought, as if the honor and fate of their country were f 
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flaked on the iffue of the day. me 
-Between twelve and one Sir G. Postel in the For! : | 
SibdaBle: with his feconds the Namur and the ‘Duke, ’ 
and immediately fupported by the Canada, bore diredtly | 
and. with full fail athwart the French line, and fuccefse | 
fully broke through, about three fhips fhort. of the | 
centre, where count de Graffe commanded in the Ville | 
de Paris. Being followed and fupported by the remains | 
der of his divifion;: and wearing round clofe upon the 
enemy, he effeually feparated their line. This bold 
puth proved decifive. The French however continued : 
to fight with the utmoft wot hachg and wins ore tle lafted 
till fun-fet. . joule 
The moment that eudhey wore, ite threw. out a poe | 


for the van to tack. Drake inftantly complied; an@: 
', thus the Britifh fleet eained the wind of the French, | 


and completed their general confufion. Their van en-!! 


_deavoured to re-eftablith the line; but with no fucceS; 


and their rear was fo ‘entirely routed, that no hope ree 
mained of recovering its order. Hood’s divifion had’ 
been lone becalmed and kept out of adtion; but his: 
leading fhips and-part of his centre, as far at leaft as the 
Barfleur which he ‘commanded himfelf, came up at this 


jancture, and ferved to render the vi€tory more decifivel 


on the one fide, ‘and the ruin greater on the other, while 
each’ afforded inflancesof the utmoft courage, © | 1? 
© Gaptain Inglefield, m the Centaur of 74 guns, came 
up: foun the. réar to the attack of the Cafar of 74 
alfo.:’ Both -thips were freth and fought: bravely? 


when.the French captain ‘had: evidenth y by far piece | 


of. the combat, he difdained’ yieldise, « Three oe 


te 
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almoft to pieces by their fire. His fortitude was in. 
flexible. His enfign ftaff being fhot away, he ordered 
his colours to be nailed to the maft; and his death only 
could end the conteft. When the Cefar ftruck, the 
‘maft went overboard and there was not a foot of canvafs 
without a fhot hole. The captain of the Glorieux did 
not yield till all his mafts were fhot away, and the fhip 
was unable to make any defence. Captain Cornwallis 
inthe Canada of 74 guns vanquifhed the French Heétor 
of the fame force; but inftead of taking poffeffion of 
Ther, left her to be pickt up by a frigate, and pufhed on 
to the Ville de Paris. 

Count de Graffe was nobly fupported, even after the 
line was broken; and until the diforder and confufion 
became irreparable toward the evening. 


His two fe- 
conds, the Languedoc and Couronne, were particularly 


diftinguifhed: the former narrowly efcaped being taken, 
i her laft efforts to extricate him. The Diadem, a 


rench 74, went down by a fingle broadfide, in a ge- 


merous exertion to fave him. His fhip, the Ville de 
Paris, after being already much battered, was clofely 
Waid athwart by the Canada, and im a defperate action 
of near two hours was reduced almoft to a wreck. De 


\Graffe appeared to prefer finking, rather than ftrike to 
any thing under a flag: he might however confider the 
fatal effects which the ftriking of bis flag would pro- 
Ruce in the reft of the fleet. Other fhips came up in 
the heel of the action with the Canada; but he fil] 
held out. At length Flood in the Barfleur approached 
ib jaft at fun-fet, and poured in a moit deftruGtivg 
re. The count however wifhing to fienalize as much 
. iS ee ’ as 


275 


fhips came up fucceffively; and he bore to be torn1782 


'¥782.a8 poflible, the lofs of fo fine and favorite a fhip, en-} 
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dured the repetition of it for about a quarter of an hour} 
longer, when he ftruck his flag to the Barfleur, and fur- 
yendered himfelf to Sir Samuel Hood. It 1s faid, that) 
at the time there were but three men left alive and un- 
hurt on the upper deck, and that the count was one of! 
the three. | : ‘yy | 
| The Ceefar was unfortunately fet on fire, and a up 
in the night of the aétion. A lieutenant and 50° Britifh: 
feamen perifhed with about 400 prifoners. The Ardent 
‘of 64 guns, taken from the Britith by D’Orvilliers in, 
the channel, was now retaken. © | 
The advantage of clofe fichting with Britith —_ wid 
feamen was never more happily exemplified, - The num-: 
ber of the French flain in this engagement, and that of 
the ninth, is computed at 3000; of the wounded at 
‘near double. The computation is the more probable’ 
as upward of 400 were _killed on board the Ville de 
Paris, and’between 2 and 300 in feveral French thips 
fingly. The French fleet in eeneral was little lefs than 
suined. ‘The fmall fuperiority.of Britifh fhips:in point 
‘of number contributed nothing to the fuccefs of the 
day, as more of Hood’s divifion than that: difference 
amounted to, were prevented coming into action through 
the want of wind. The whole lofs of the Brith, killed 
and wounded in the two actions, is ftated only at 1050, 
of which 253 were killed on the fpot. Capt. Blair of 
the Anfon, or. had the year before diftinguifhed him- 
elf in the aétion under adm. Hyde Parker; was flain. 
The lofs of lord Robert Manners, fon of the late mar- 
“quis of Granby, and brother to the duke of | Rutland, 


Was ‘univerfally lamented. He had performed many 
ms Sy brilliant 
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brilliant aétions during the war, in the Refolution of 74 178% 
| guns. He was egrievoufly wounded; and was carried off 
by a locked jaw a few days after the action, on his 


paflage to Great Britain. 
Thirty-fix chefts of money, deftined to the pay and 
fubfiftence of the troops in the defigned attack on Jamai- 


ca, were found in the Ville de Paris. ‘This fhip had 


been a prefent from the city of Paris to Lewis XV. 


‘that fallen ftate of the French marine, which pr evailed 
/toward the clofe of the former war. 


No pains or ex- 
pence were fpared, to render the gift worthy of that city 


jand of the monarch to whom it was prefented. Her 
building and fitting for fea is faid to have coft 176,000]. 


fterling. It was fingularly providential, that the whole 
train of artillery, with the battering cannon, and tra- 


yelling carriages, meant for the expedition againft Ja- 
maica, were on board the fhips now taken. 


_ Sir George Rodney brought to for the night: white 
the French fhips which efcaped, made off to leeward 
with the utmoft difpatch, and were out of fight in the 
morning. Some ran down to the Dutch ifland of Cu- 
racoa. But the greater part under Mefirs. de Bougain- 


i 
i 


“ville and de Vaudreuil, kept together and made the beft 
\jof their way to Cape Francois. Sir George attempted 


to purfue them the next morning ; but the fleet was 
becalmed under Guadaloupe for three days fucceffively 
after the battle, which gave the French the moft favor- 
able opportunity of efcaping. After Sir George was 
fatisfied, that they were gone to leeward, he difpatched 
Sir Samuel Hood, whofe divifion had fuffered little, to 
the weft end of Hifpaniola, in hope that he might pick 
re fome of their difabled fhips. He himfelf followed 


; E'S with 
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1782. with the reft of the fleet, to rejoin Sir Samuel off Cape | 


Jamaica would have been next to jnevitable. That | 
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Tiberoon. 

Sir Samuel proceeded with fuch difpatch, oe on ron te 
, day after his departure, he defcried five fail of Fren | 
veflels between Porto Rico and Hifpaniola. A general j 
chafe immediately enfued, and continued feveral ine | i 
when the Valiant and the Magnificent of 74 guns each, | 
came up with, and after a fhort engagement took the! 
Jafon and Caton of 64 guns each, with two frigates: i / 
third efcaped by a fudden fhift of wind. ' 

Thus the French loft eight fhips of the line: fix wi 
in the poffeffion of the Britifh, one had been funk, and | 
the Czefar blown up after her capture. Four others got! 
into Curacoa, and the French commanders were for’ 
weeks totally ignorant of their fate: fo that no lefs than | 
twelve fail ef the line were miffing. Count de Grafle con-- 
fidering the extreme importance of the fervice in which | 
' he was employed, fhould have hazarded a temporary | 
cenfure rather than have ventured the moft diftant rif | 
of the whole expedition. Iitad he fubmitted to the lofs | 
of the fhip which fell to leeward, inftead of. bearing 
down to her affiftance, the Britifh could not have pre- 
vented his joining Don Solano; and the reduftion of 


event mult have exalted his prudence, and have ftifled 
every reflection that had been — seh pis ee: 4 | 
racter. ae 

The Britith having joined off Cape Tiberoon, and | 
the French having no odes to the windward, Sir George | 
Rodney proceeded with the difabled fhips and the prizes 
to Jamaica, as well for their repair, as the greater’ fecu- | 
tity of the ifand, fhould the combined fleet {till venture 


upon 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 279 


upon the profecution of their former defign. + Sir ‘S.1792 
Hood was left with about 25 fhips of the line, to keep 
the fea and watch the motions of the enemy. 
| When. the news of adm. Rodney’s victory reached 
_ Great Britain, the joy it occafioned was exceflive, and 
not. without reafon. Before there was much defpon- 
+ dency. It. produced a fudden and unexpected change 
inthe fituation of the Britifh; and, at an inftant when 
they feemed to be nearly overwhelmed as well as fur- 
rounded by numerous and powerful enemies, gave them 
an additional weight as a nation, either for the accom- 
piifhment of peace, or the further profecution of the 
war... The admiral was created an Englifh peeron the 
agth of June,, by the title of lord Rodney. 
_, Upon the return of adm. Barrington’s {quadron, adm. May 
Kempenfelt failed with 8 or 9 fhips of the line to fup- % 
ply their place in the Bay; and upon intelligence being 
_.seceived, that the Dutch were preparing to come out 
of the Texel, lord Howe proceeded with a {quadron of 
about a dozen fhips of the line to the coatts of Holland. 
The Dutch fleet had failed, but information of Howe’s 
movement induced them to return. to the Texel, After 
cruifing near 2 month on the Dutch coaft, Howe’s {qua- 
dron growing very fickly, and the Dutch fhowing no 
difpofition to venture out, his lordfhip recurned to Portf- 
mouth, where being joined by the thips from the Bay, 
every difpatch was ufed in preparing the fleet to oppofe 


the défigns of the combined enemy, who were foon ¢x- 

pected at the mouth of the channel. wise 
Count de Guichen had been for fome time at Giactios, 
om whence he and Don Cordova; with about’ 2 5 
Paes and Rpt fhips of thé line, fuiledins the be- 
AG uyt? ginning 
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June ward bound Newfoundland and Quebec fleets, under } 


a3° 


Jely failed from Portfmouth early in July, accompanied with, ; : 


31. 


| 
*78% ginning of June. In their progrefs to the northward, i 


and while expecting to be joined by the {quadrons from | 
Breft and other ports, they fell in with the Britith out- 


convoy of a 50 gun fhip and fome frigates. Eighteen 
of the convoy, laden chiefly with provifions, were ate 
the fhips of war with the remainder efcaped. 

The combined fleets being entire matters of ey el 
from the mouth of the Straits to Uthant, were able to 
difpatch their outward bound convoys, and to receive 


their homeward with the utmoft fafety; while the Britith - 


were under no fmall apprehenfion for a rich and great 
convoy from Jamaica under Sir Peter Parker, with only 
three fhips of the line for its protection. Lord Howe 


adms. Barrington, Sir J. L. Rofs, and Kempenfelte 
Thefe diftinguifhed commanders had however only 22 


fhips of the line to fupport their defigns, while the com- 


bined fleets were cruifing about the chops of the chans 


nel, with more than double their: force. . Lord Howe 


kept to the weftward of the enemy, in order to proteét . 


and receive the Jamaica fleet, and at the fame time to. 
avoid being forced into an engagement. By the end 
of July, Sir Peter Parker arrived fafe. with his convoy, 


bringing count de, .Grafle with him in the Sandwich of 


go guns. ‘The count landed at Portfmouth on the 3ift, 
amid the acclamations of a great concourfé of people, 


who in that way expreffed their approbation of - his’ 


bravery, On the 14th of Auguft, lord Howe with pas 
of the fleet arrived at the fame port. $ 


The protection of the homeward bound Baltic accu 
the preventing of the Dutch from failing to the fouth- 


ward, 


1 
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ward, and the relief of Gibraltar, were the grand naval 1782. 
| objects. that the Britifh adminiftration had ftill in’ view: 
each was of high importance. © Several of thofe thips, 
that were in the beft condition for fea, proceeded to the 

| Downs to attend the motions of the Dutch; while the 

' reft of the fleet were in a hafty ftate of equipment at 
-Portfmouth, and were replenifhing their ftores for the - 
defigned expedition to Gibraltar. It was found necel- 

fary that the Royal George of 108 guns, commanded 

by adm. Kempentelt, fhould receive a kind of flight 


while the defects under water occafioning the examina- 
tion were rectified. This operation in ftill weather and 
fmooth water is attended with fo little difficulty or dan- 
ger, that the admiral, captains, officers and crew, con= 
tinued on board; and neither guns, ftores, water or pro< 

') vifions, were removed. : 

| The bufinefs was undertaken, early in the morning, a Aug. 
gang of carpenters from the dock attending for the pur 7% 
pofe. The fhip while on her fide was crowded with 
people from the fhore, particularly women, thought to 

| be not fewer than 300, among whom were many of the 
wives and children of the feamen and petty officers, 

| wha were come to fee their hufbands and fathers. The 

| ereateft part of the crew was alfo on board. In this 
fituation, about ten in the morning, the admiral being 
writing in his cabin, and moft of the people happening 
then to be between decks, a fudden and unexpected 

} fquall of wind threw the fhip on her fide,’ and the eun- 
ports being open, fhe filled with water almoft inftantly, . 
aad went to the bottom, A vidtialler rialong fide of het 


-eareen, and be laid in a certain degree upon her fide, 
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3782. was fwallowed up in the whirlpool, occafioned by the | 
plunge of fo vaft a body in the water. | a | 
The admiral, with a number of officers, adi mo | 
of thofe between decks perifhed. The guard, and thofe ; 
who happened to be along with them on the. uppér | 
deck, were in general faved by the boats of the fleet, ' 
-About 70 more were likewife faved. It is thought that | 
from g00 to 1000 perfons were loft. About. 300, 
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moftly of the fhips company, were faved. Capt. Wag- 


horne, whofe bravery in the North Sea under admiral ; 
Parker procured him the command of the fhip, was 


faved, though feverely bruifed. yoo igl 

The lofs of the fhip, though the period is critical, 
is not to compare with the lofs of the brave men who 
perifhed in her. Adm, Kempenfelt, though near 7o 


years of age, is peculiarly and univerfally lamented 


by the Britifh. In point of profeffional knowledge 
and judgment, he was deemed one of the firft naval 
officers in the world; and in the art of manoeuvring 


a fleet, he was confidered by their greaselt commanders as 


ynrivalled. re 
A letter from Sir ay Coote, dated ae Gaocaal 


Jan. 28, 17.82, was received at lord Shelburne’s office, 


June the 4th. It relates, that after the a@ion on the 
aft of July, 1781, Sir Eyre marched to the northward 


to form ajunction with the Bengal detachment. Itwas - 
effected on the gd of Auguft. On the 27th, Sir Eyre. 
attacked Hyder Ally pofted with his army in a formis — 


dable fituation, The conflict lafted from nine in the 


morning till.near fun-fet, when Sir Eyre was left in full ' 
poflefion of the field of battle. Ais lofs on this occa-_ 


fion 


#Y 
se 
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enemy lefs. On the 27th of September, the two armies 
engaged again before four o’clock in the afternoon, and 
by the evening Hyder was completely routed. When 
Sir Eyre was upon his return from relieving the garrifon 
at Vellore, Hyder appeared in full force on the 13th of 
January, and by a diftant cannonade attacked his army 
while crofiing a marfhy ground. The whole having 
pafled the fwamp,-the line was formed-and advanced 
upon the enemy, on which Hyder gave way, and re~ 
treated with precipitation. The London gazette of July 
13th, confirmed the account before received of the fur- 
render of the Bahama iflands to the arms of Spain, on 
the 8th of May, by capitulatios. The fame day ad- 
vices were received from capt. Shirley of the Leander, 
of his having deftroyed a French ftore thip off Senegal, 
yalued at 30,0001. and of his taking five Dutch forts, 
‘mounting together 124 guns, on the coaft of Africa, 
without any other affitance than the men belonging to 
his own thip. Toward the clofe of July, the Englith 
Eaft india Company received from Bombay, advice of 
Tippoo Saib’s having attacked col. Braithwaite on the 
a6th of February, and obliged him to furrender with 
all his force two days after; and of the French fleet’s 
confifting of 22 fail, large and fmall, on the 1gth of 
February, in Pondicherry road. Tippoo Saib’s fuccefs 
has occafioned to the Englifh in that quarter, the lofs of 
2000 infantry and 300 cavairy. 

The precarious ftate of affairs inthe Eaft Indies mutt 
be a motive with the Britifh miniftry to aim at a fpeedy 
eftablifhment of peace. As the negotiations for tt are 

Pay, | carrying 
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+782. carrying on and likely to be continued, acne next letter 
will be from Paris. : 


ipl aeilaendeiekaduaein 


clio Yate 39s 178 3." | 


ow 


HE Hafitiese af retaliating chk execution ae captain 
Huddy fhall begin the prefent letter. \ General : 
Wafhington having made up his mind on the fubjeéy_: 
wrote to brigadier Hazen at Lancafter ‘in. Pennfylvania, | 
on the 3d of May—“ ‘You: will immediately, on the ) 
receipt of this, defignate by lot for the above purpofe | 
[of retaliation] a Britifh captain who is an unconditional } 
prifoner, if fuch an one is in your pofleftion ; if not, a | 
lieutenant under the fame circumftances, from among 
the prifoners at any of the pofts either in Pennfylvania | 
or Maryland. So foon as you have fixed’on the perfon, | 
you will fend him under a fafe guard to Philadelphia 

I need not mention to you that every poffible tendernefs; _ 
that is confiftent with the fecurity of him, fhould*be — 
fhown to the perfon whofe unfortunate lot it may be to — 
fuffer.” He received about the fame time from gen, . 
Robertfon a letter.of May 1, acquainting him, thar | 
court-martial was appointed by Sir H. Clinton for trying 
the perfon complained of and all his abettors in the | 
‘death of an and that Sir Henry had taken mea- | 
fures 


_ 


| defGift from his purpofe. Wafhington however, in his | 
 anfwer of May 5, faid—“ So far from receding from ua 


that the war might be carried on agreeable to the rules 
which humanity has formed, and the examples of the 
 politeft nations recommended ; and propofed that they 
| fhould agree to prevent or punifh every breach of the 
rules of war within the fpheres of their refpective com- 


with unufual feverity, and difgraced the honor of human Mp ey. 


“am much concerned to find that capt. Afgill has -been: 
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fures for it before he received any letter from gen. Wath- 178%s | 
ington on the fubjeét. Robertfon expreffed his with, 


LS AS 


mands. The letter was accompanied with a number of 
papers, ftating many acts of barbarity committed by the 
Americans ; and which had been put into his hands as 


- vindications of the enormity complained of by Wafh- 


ington. Robertfon meant to prevail upon the latter to eh 


that refolution, orders are given to defignate a Britifh 


| officer for retaliation... But I ftill hope the refult of your ty 
court-martial will prevent this dreadful alternative.” cee | 
) After fincerely lamenting the cruel. neceflity, which ae 


alone could induce fo diftreffing a meafure in the prefent 
inftance; he affured the other that he entertained his 
with and acceded to his propofal. . But to fome parts’ Hi 
of Robertfon’s letter he could not refrain from anfwer- : 
ing— Recrimination would be ufelefs; I forbear there 

fore to mention numerous inftances which have {tained the — 
reputation of your arms, marked, the progrefs of this war 


nature itfelf.” When Wafhington was informed that capt.’ 
Afgill [a youth of nineteen] had been defignated and fent’ Tine 
forward, he wrote to Hazen on the 4th of June“ TP? 4, 


fent on, notwithftanding the information you. had re- 
ceived of there being two waconditional priloners_of war: 
iit: 


236. 


3782-19 our pofleflion, To remedy therefore as foon as pof- 
fible this miftake, you will be pleafed immediately to f 
order, that lieut. Tumer, the officer you’ mention to be 
confined in York jail, or any other prifoner who, falls , 
within my defcription, may be conveyed. to Philadel. , 
phia, under the fame regulations and direétions as were , 
heretofore given, that he may take the place of capt. , 
Afgill,” The fame day he ordered col. Dayton of the ; 
Jerfey line to permit capt. Ludlow, Afgill’s friend, ta) 
go into New York with fuch reprefentation as Afgill ! 
would ‘pleafe to make to Sir Guy Carleton; and begged) | 
of him in the mean time to treat Afgill with every ten it 
attention and politenefs (confiftent with his prefent fitus 
ation) which his rank, fortune and conneétions, toges | 
ther with «his unfortunate ftate demanded... In a fubfes 
quent letter to the colonel he faid—* I with to have the , 
young gentleman treated with all the tendernefs Pode . 
confiftent with his prefent fituation;” and after that, 
“ T am very willing, and indeed with every indulgence, i 
to be eraneed him that is not inconfiftent with his pers) 
fe& fecurity.” Capt. Aigill writing to gen. Watbingdiml 
thus exprefied himfelf—** In confequence of your ordersy | , 
col, Dayton was Wiite gi of removing me to Campy: but ! 
being ill of a fever, 1 prevailed on him to let me res 
main. at ins quarters [Chatham]. ¢lofe confined, which , 
indulgence I hope will not be difapproved of, I cannot | 
conclude this lecter without exprefling my gratitude to; 
your excellency for ordering col. Dayton to faver me aa 
much, as. my Gruation would admit ef, and. in juftice ta- 
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4d 


him. I muit acknowledge the feeling and attentive mane | 


ner in which thole commands wehbe executed.” You | 
may, inquire, why was not Lumer, er fome other offic 
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fent on to take the place of Afgill? It is not in my 148z¢ Haid 
power to anfwer. | rand 4 
* Mean while the Britifh court-martial proceeded on the 4 ‘ i 
/ trial of capt. Richard Lippincot, thought to be the prin- 
cipal i in executing capt. Huddy. When it was finifhed, 
the proceedings of the court were fent to gen. Wafhing- 
ton by Sir Guy Carleton. It appeared in the courfe of 
the trial, that gov. Franklin, the prefident of the board 
of affociated loyalifts, gave Lippincot verbal orders for 
what he did, and that the fame were known and agreed 
to by feveral of the board, without being exprefsly op- | a 
pofed by any. The board feemed defirous of excul-_ ie 
pating themfelves wholly, and of leaving Lippincot ta | 
his fate.. A paper was produced in court as being in a 
the hand writing of Mr. Alexander, a member i the 
|board. It mentioned that one of their affociates, Philip iG 
White, was inhumanly and wantonly murdered by the Pa ns 
guard who were carrying him to Monmouth jail. It is i 
 cothplained of many daring acts of cruelty, perpetrated _ ae 
with impunity by a fet of vindictive rebels, known by | | 
the defignation of Monmouth retaliators, affociated and | iH 
headed by one general Forman, whofe horrid a&ts of ee 
cruelty gained hirn univerfally the name of Black David. 
Te fer forth, that many of their friends and neighbours 
| were butchered in cold blood under the ufurped form — 
of law, and often without that ‘ceremony, for no other. radi 
crime than that of maintaining their allegiance to thé — | 
government under which they were bern, audacioufly 
called by the rebels treafon againft their ftates; and that 
their aféciators thought it high time to begin a retalia- 
tion: that they therefore pitched upon Jothua H uddy 
as 4 it fubject, he having been a very aétive and ¢ 


cruel 
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1782. cruel perfecutor of their friends, and having boafted of! 
being inftrumental in hanging Stephen: Edwards, the! 
firft of their brethren who fell a martyr to republican) 


fury in Monmouth county. Huddy, it afferted, tied the H 
knot and put the rope about the neck of that inoffen.| 
five fufferer. The plea urged by the parties, who. de- i 
fended the execution of Huddy, was—“ By a ftrange | 
fatality the loyalifts are the only people that have been } 
treated as rebels during the unhappy war, and we are’ 
conftrained by our fufferings to declare, that no efforts ° 
-have been made by the government, under whofe pro: ! 
tection we with to live, to fave our brethren from igno- | 
minious deaths. ‘The rebels punifh the loyalifts, under : 
their wna diftinction of plone of {tate from prifoners | 
of war.’ . ai 
When. the aap had ae fully and impartially ‘ 
heard and difcuffed, it was finifhed by the following de- 


j 


claration— The court having confidered the evidence ' 
for and againft the captain, and it appearing that (als ! ft 
though Jofhua Huddy was executed without. proper | 
authority) what the prifoner did, was not the effe& of ' 
malice or ill will, but proceeded from.a conviction, that 
it was his duty to obey the orders of the board of direc= 
tors of affociated. loyalifts, and his not doubting their | 
having full authority to give fuch orders, the court‘is ' 
of opinion that,he is wot guilty of the murder laid to his ' 
charge, and therefore acquit him.” ». . =o 
_ Sir Guy. Carleton, in a letter which accompanied the | 
trial of capt. Lippincot, declared in unequivocal terms | 
to. gen. Wafhington, that notwithftanding the acquittal: | 
of the captain, he reprobated. the meafure, and gave | 
- aflurances of profecuting a further inquiry. This cee 
5 the - 
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the ground the general was proceeding upon, and placed 1782, 
the matter upon an extremely delicate feoring. Sir Guy 
charged him with want of humanity in fele@ting a viGim 

| from among the Britifh officers, fo carly as be did. But 
Sir Guy fhould have confidered, that -by the ufages of 
war, and upon the principles of retaliation, the general 
would have been juftified in executing an officer of equal 
rank with capt. Huddy immediately upon receiving 
proofs of his murder, and then informing Sir Henry 
Clinton he had done fo. The ground which the gene- 

tal was proceeding upon being changed, he by a letter Augs 
of the 19th of Auguft laid the whole matter before x9. 
congrefs for their direétion. The affair being put into 
this train, the general fent word to col. Dayton on the 
‘asth, “ You willleave capt. Afgill on parole at Morrif- 
jtown, until further orders.” The captain was admitted 
\to-his parole even 'within ten or twelve miles of the Britifh 
lines. He was indulged with a confidence yet more un- 
limited, by being permitted, for the benefit of his health, 

and the recreation of his mind, to ride not only about 
the American cantonment, but into the furrounding 
country, for feveral miles, with kis friend and compa-~’ 
jnion, major Gordon, conftantly attending him. Every 
\military character mutt fuppofe that thefe indulgences’ 
lowed from the American commander in chief: which 

was the real cafe, and is not to be afcribed to the inter- 
erence of count Rochambeau. Congrefs referred gen. | 
Wafhington’s letter and. the proceedings of the Britifh 
court martial upon Lippincot to a committee, who deli- 
vered in their report on the 17th of Oftober. Ten 
Hays before, Wafhington wrote in a private letter to the oa. 
ecretary at war—< The cafe of capt. Afgill is now 7+ 
refore congrefs. Was I to give my private opinion re- 


Vou, IV, U | {petting 


2.90 


1782 hoefting Afgill, I fhould pronounce in favor of his being | 


general received a letter from the count de Vergennes, |) 


O&. 
She 


Noy. 
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releafed from his durefie; and that he fhould be pets | | 
mitted to go to his friends in Eurepe.” Congr efs de, 


layed bringing the matter to aniffue. At length the 


dated the 2gth of July, interceding for capt. Afgill, ‘ 
It was accompanied with an uncommonly pathetic one 
from Mrs. Afeill, the mother, to the count. — Vereen | 
in the moft polite, humane and powerful manner, plead 
ed her caute, “Your excellency (he faid) will not read. 
this letter without being extremely affected : it had that | 
effect upon the king and upon the queen, to whom J, 
communicated i it. The goodnels of their majefties hearts | 
induces them to defire, that the inquietudes of an unfor- | 
tunate mother may be: calmed, and her tendernefs ree | 
aiured.—~There 1s one confideration, Sir, which though 
not decifive, may have an,,influence upon your refolue, 
tion. Capt. Afgill is doubtlefs your prifoner, but he i 1s, 
among thofe whom the arms of the king contributed. to. ) 
put into your hands at York Town, Although this cir- 
cumftance does. not operate as a fafecuard, it howev ver, 
juftifies the.intereft I permit myfelf to take in this affair, 
—In feeking to deliver Mr. Afgill from the fate whieh, 
threatens him, I am far from engaging you to feek 
another Rite ; the pardon, to be perfectly. faristachom, 
muft be-entire,” Wafhington fent copies of the letters, 
with one of his own of the 25th of October, to congrefsy, 
On the 7th of November, they “refolved, That t 
commander in chief be and be is hereby direéted tof 
capt. Afgill at liberty? It afforded gen. W afhington, 
fingular pleafure to have. it in. his power.to tran{mit a! 
‘copy of this refelve to the captain on the 13th 5: and as, 


ihe fuppofed the latter would wifh to go into New York 
as 


" . 
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purpofe. They were accompanied with a letter, which 
clofed with—‘ I cannot take leave of you, Sir, without 
affuring you, that in whatever light my agency in this 
unpleafing affair may be viewed, I was never influenced, 
chrough the whole of it, by fanguinary motives; but 
oy what I conceived. to be a fenfe of my duty, which 
oudly called upon me to take meafures, however dif- 
igreeable, to prevent a repetition of thofe enormities 
vhich have been the fubject of difcuffion. And that 
nis important end is likely to be anfwered without the 
fufion of the blood of an innocent perfon, is not a 
reater relief to you than it is to, Sir, your moft obedi- 
nt, humble fervant, George Wafhington.” Though the 
leatment capt. Afpill met with from the general, in the 
rious indulgences that were granted him, merited an ac- 
nowledement after his liberation, none was offered, and 
e-captain is thought to have been deficient in politenefs. 
It was not long after Sir Guy Carleton’s arrival, ere 
» broke up the board of affociated loyalitts, and there- 
” precluded a repetition of the like enormity that had 
en practifed on Huddy. He arrived on the sth of 


m fome public papers, that his excellency might learn 
yma them, the difpofitions that prevailed in the go- 
fnment and people of Great Britain relative to the 
akino of a peace with the Americans. How necef- 
y this is for the United States, the following extracts, 


m the public and private letters of gentlemen: of the 


ris perfectly naked, without pay or rum. The ereateft 
cifion and feverity, has been ufed to prevent the con- 
uences of a mutinous difpofition which generally per- 


U 2 vaded 


agt 


as foon as poffible, he fent with it a paffport for that t ii 


ay, on the 7th he wrote to gen. Wathington, and fent May 


Te 


t eminence, wiil convince you. May 19. Our ar- 19. 
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1782;vaded the troops. Its appearances are removed, but | 
know of no expedient that will fecure the exiftence of 

this [the fouthern] army, unlefs fupplies arrive foon| 
May from Philadelphia. IN. Greene.”— Fifh-kill, May 25 : 
?3* Yefterday was the third day our army [under Wafhing- 
ton] has been without provifion. Every department agi 
without money and without credit. The army could 
not make a march of one day, as they are without every: 
neceflary as well as provifions. Officers and foldiers are, 
exceedingly difcontented. You have doubtlefs hearc; 
of the premeditated revolt of the Connecticut line, hap! 
pily difcovered the day previous to that in which it wa: 
to have been put in execution. ‘The ringleader was pu; 
nifhed with death. Wherever I go I hear complaint; 
which make me dread the moft fatal confequences. Thi 
diftrefles of our army have arrived to the greateft pof, 
fible degree. Sveuben.”— May 28. I am under anxiety 
from the want of the neceffary depolits of provifions it 
the garrifon of Weft Point. This is an alarming, ify 
cumftance. Were the enemy to know our fituation; 
and make a fudden attempt, what is there to fave’ theli 
Aug. important pofts? G. Wajbington.”—“ Augers Fonup; 
‘3+ ward of two months, more than one third of our mer 
fof the fouthern army] were entirely naked, with, no; 
thing but a breech-cloth about them, and never cam) 

out of their tents; and the reft were as ragged as wolves 
Our condition was little better in the article of pro 
vifion. Our beef was perfect carrion; and even bad a, 

it was, we were frequently without any. An army thu. 
clothed and thus fed, may be confidered in a defperat 
{tuation. However, we have ftruggled through it. Ou 
fupplies of provifion are better, but fcanty and uncer, 


tain. Some ones is arrived, and added to what. th, 
gover 


§ 


i) 


ea 
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a month. North Carolina hath had few other foldiers, 
chan non-jurors and difaffected, and thofe for different 


erms of fervice. N. Greene.’—[Mr. Jofhua Lockwood, 
ander the direction of gov. Mathews, brought out of 
charleftown a large quantity of the articles which were 
moft needed in the camp. They were furnifhed by 


ome of the inhabitants, who wifhed to make their peace 


adequate, I determined to check all other expences, 


nd to think only of feeding the army. We have lately 
ad an arrival of linens which the clothier fays are fufy 


cient to make thirty thoufand fhirts; but he is fo in- 
ebted to the poor people who have worked for him, 
id who are ftarving for want of their wages, that he 
annot procure credit to get them made. Money I 
ivenone. And could he run in debt ftill further, it 
ould only increafe the mifchief, for I fee no profpeé& 


ortification, that even the general officers are under, 
jen they. cannot invite a French officer, a vifiting 
jend, a travelling acquaintance, to a better repaft, than 
nking whifky, (hot from the ftill) and not always that, 
da bit of beef without vegetables, will afford them. 
cotld give anecdotes of patriotifm and diftrefs which 
ve fearcely ever been paralleled, never furpaffed in the 
tory of mankind: but you may rely upon it; the pa- 
nce and long fufferance of this [the northern] army 
2 almoft exhaufted, and that there never was {fo great a 
it of difcontent as at this inftant. Itis high time for a, 
| Las "peace 
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governor procured, renders the troops pretty comfort- #782 
able; and the army very contented and eafy, efpecially 
/as we have it now in our power to iffue rum eight times 


mith their countrymen.]—“ Sept. 22. When I found Sept. 


be fupplies of money from the ftates would prove fo 7” 


payment. R. Morris.’—“< O&. 2. Only conceive theoa, 


Ze 
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1782+ peace. Our troops have been, and ftill are obliged to} 
perform fervices foreign to their proper duty, without |) 
gratuity or reward, more than the foldiers of any other |: 
army—for example, the immenfe labors expended inj’ 
doing the duties of artificers, in ereCting fortifications}: 
and military works; the fatigue of building themfelves} 
barracks and huts annually; and cutting and tranfport-} 
ing wood for the ufe of all our pofts and garrifons, with-| 
out any expence whatever tothe public. G. Wafoington.” 
— O&. 17. We were upon the point of trying ourj 
eid at how we could live without fubfiftence, as the 
fuperintendent was no longer able to fulfil his contract 
with the victuallers of the [northern] army, and as they: 
relinguifhed it; till fortunately for us, we met with gen-/ 
tlemen, who for an advanced price per ration, have; 
faved us from ffarvation or difbandment by giving a cre-) 
dit.’—«« O&. 24. For want of money we have been 
obliged to relinquifh a contract for fubfifting the army; 
at ten-pence a ration, and give thirteen-pence for the: 
fake of three months credit.” Even in July the domamy 
for money was fo great as to raife intereft to five per cén 


per month. : ap 7 
Aug. On the 2d of Auguft, Sir Guy Sashes and adm. 
2+ Digby, fent out a joint letter to gen. Wafhington, 
wherein they faid—* We are acquainted, Sir, by au 
thority, that negotiations for a general peace have al- 
ready commenced at Paris, and that Mr. Grenville is 
invefted with full powers to treat with all the parties at 
war, and is now at Paris in the execution of this com- 
miffion.—With refpeé&t to Mr. Laurens, we are to ac- 
quaint you, that he has been enlarged and difcharged 
from all engagements without any condition whatever; 
after which he declared of his own accord, that he con- 
| fidered 
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further acquainted, that tranfports have been prepared 
in England, for conveying all the American prifoners 
‘to this country to be exchanged here; and we are di- 
rected to urge by every confideration of humanity, the 
moft {peedy exchange.” When this news was known 
by the loyaliits, fuch a fcene of. dittrefs raged. through 
ithe city of New York, as is not eafily defcribed. Thofe 
inthe army tore the lappels from their coats, ftamped 
them under their feet, and exclaimed that they were ru- 
ined for ever. Others cried out, that they had facri- 
ficed every thing to prove their loyalty, and were, now 
left to fhift for themfelves, loft both to the friendfhip of 
their king and country. On the 7th, it was earneitly 
recommended in the New York paper to the loyalifts 
jevery where, to fufpend their opinion on the prefent 
important occafion, and each to continue firm to the 
profeffions he had made of loyalty and zeal for the re- 
union of the empire, and to wait the iffue. By fuch a 
condué it was obferved, they would preferve a claim 
to national regard and protection, which it would be 
madnefs to forieit; fince by giving way to the fuggef- 
tions of impatience they could only difgrace themfelves 
Nin the eyes of their enemies, without a fhadow of ad- 


vantage. 

A part of the news was foon confirmed by the arrival 
Bf two cartel {hips at Marblehead, with 583 Ameris 
cans.’ By the 21ftof the month a third arrived with 116 
more. Your friend embraced the opportunity of talk- 
ine with feveral as they paffed by his houfe,. The fub, 
tance of what they related, follows. From the begin- 
jing of the war till they left Forton prifon at Gofport, 
pear upon 1400 had been committed, out of the whole 
vk 4 enly 


fidered lord Cornwallis as free from his parole. We are!782e 
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-3782.only 120 died, and of thefe more by the fmall-pox 
than any other diforder. Before gen. Burgoyne was | 
taken, perfons were not allowed to vifit or relieve them, | 
After that event the treatment was different, and for- 1 
mer feverities were mitigated. When fick they were ! 
taken exceeding good care of; and had Americans em- | 
ployed to nurfe them. Had not agents, clerks, 8c. } 
deducted from the king’s allowance, they fhould have? 
done pretty well: though having no more than crimi-! 
nals allowance of provifion, they had a very fcanty fup-i 
port, befide which the provifion was often exceeding: 
bad. When the change of miniftry took place, they! 
were confidered as prifoners of war, and had an allow-| 
ance accordingly. They mentioned, that before they? 
sere fent off, the duke of Richmond, gen. Conway, and! 
‘fome other gentlemen vifited them, expreffed a concern) 
for their fufferings, fhowed them much kindnefs, gavei 
them money, very condefcendingly fhook hands with! 
them and faid they were brethren. ‘They related that) 
the Rev. Mr, Wren of Portfmouth was extremely kind! 
to them; was like a father; procured them clothes, 
money, and many articles to help them under their con-’ 
finement; and frequently vifited and prayed with ‘the’ 
fick. Mr. Laurens vifited them; encouraged them to. 
remain firm to their country’s caufe; and told them’ 
how he had fuffered under his confinement. One of. 
them who had been a prifoner at New York, to exprefs! 
‘the difference between the places, declared that he had. 
rather be imprifoned months in England than weeks at! 
New York. They ftated the number of perfons ra 
came away upon the exchange at 303, the es having! 

rnade heir efcape at different periods. 
A few acts of congrefs thall be now related. 


and a feu de joie of mufketry. 
| ner was provided by congrefs for the chevalier and_his 
} fuit; and the evening was clofed with a brilliant difplay 
of fire works in the ftate houfe yard. The official no- 
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moft chriftian majefty, informing them of the birth of 


his fon the dauphin. A fuitable anfwer was given to 
| the chevalier de la Luzerne. They then ordered a let- 
| ter to be written to the commander in chief, and to the 
‘commander in the fouthern department, informing them 


of the faid event, and direéted that it fhould be publith- 
ed in both armies with proper demonftrations of Joy. 


) The fecretary for foreign affairs was alfo to inform the 


governors and prefidents of the refpective ftates, that the 


)) people of each ftate might partake in the joy.. When 


the minifter had withdrawn, the birth of the dauphin 
was announced to the public by a difcharge.of cannon 
In the afternoon a din- 


tification of the dauphin’s birth was received in all 


) places of the United States, with every mark of joy and 
token of refpeét to their great and generous ally, and to 
the French nation. ay aida: | 
-. On the 20th of June it was concluded, that the de- June 


vice for an armorial atchievement and reverfe of the great 
{eal for the United States in congrefs affembled fhould 
be as follows—A RMS—Paleways of thirteen pieces, 


_ argent and gules; a chief, azure; the efcutcheon on the 


breaft of the American eagle difplayed, proper, holding 
‘n his dexter talon an olive branch, and in his finifter a 
‘bundle of thirteen arrows, all proper, and in his beak a 
feroll infcribed with this motto “¢ E pluribus Unum.’— 
For the CRES T—Over the head. of the eagle, which 


5 appears 
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On the 13th of May, the minifter of France was ad-17 
mitted to a public audience, and after addreffing con- , if 
| grefs in a fpeech, delivered to them a letter from his 


Sept. 
14° 


1782. appears above the efeutcheon, a glory, Or, breaking || 


picquets. Three different attempts were made to fur- 
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through a cloud, proper, and furroundine thirteen ftarg 
forming a conftellation, argent, on an azure field 
REVERSE-—A pyramid unfinifhed. In the zenith 
an eye in a triangle, furrounded with a glory, proper. 
Over the eye thefe words “ Annuit Ceptis.”” On the bafe 
of the pyramid the numerical letters MDCCLXXVI. | 
And ncaa oapeeih the following motto “ Novus Ordo | 
Seclorum.” w) 

They refolved chante sfismn <iGitoeh millions of dol- 
lars, exclufive.of the money which Mr. Adams may ob-_ | 
tain by the loan now negotiating in Holland, be bor- | 
rowed in Europe on the faith of the United States. Nine | 
days after, they refolved, that Dr. Franklin fhould be — 
informed, that notwithftanding the contents of his lets 
ters of the 25th of June, it is the direCtion of congrefs, q | 
that he ufe his utmoft endeavours to effect the atorefaid 
loan, 5 
On the 4th of October, they refokbe unanimoullyy_ q 
that they would inviolably adhere to the treaty of alliance ‘ ] 
with his moft chriftian majefty, and conclude neithera 
feparate peace nor truce with Great Britain; nor enter : | 


=e = 


into the difcuffion of any overtures for pacification, but — 
in confidence and in concert with his moft chriftian i 
majefty. s| 

We pafs on to the fouthward as far as Resets writhl 
_ fome account of which my laft letter clofed. | ‘ ] 

The Britifh garrifon at Savannah confitted of about | 
10co regulars, befide a confiderable number of militia, | 
and was under the command of brigadier Clarke. This 
fuperiority of force did not prevent gen. Wayne’s ap- | 
pearing often before the Britifh lines and infulting their | 


prife 
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prife an advanced party of the Americans without fuc- 1782+ ms 
ceeding. About the fame time the American governor : i 4 a 
with his council removed from Augufta to Ebenezer. ih 
Soon after his arrival he iffued a proclamation, offering ae 
to every Britifh or Heffian foldier, who fhould defert 
from Savannah, 200 acres of land and fome ftock ; 
_ which had the defived effect ina certain degree, 

i. On the a1ft of May, col. Brown, at the head of a May i 
confiderable party, marched out of the garrifon of Sa- 27° 
vannah, with the apparent intention of attacking the 
Americans. Wayne, bya bold manceuvre, got between 
Brown and the garrifon, attacked him at twelve o’clock at ce 
night, and routed his whole party. ‘The van-guard of | 4 ‘ 
the Americans, confifting of 60 horfe and 40 infantry, Me 
was led on, by col. White of the cavalry, and capt. Par- | 
ker of the infantry, to a fpirited charge; in which 40 of 
Brown’s men were killed or wounded, about 20 taken 
prifoners, and the remainder obliged to fhelter them- 
felves in the fwamps under cover of the night. The A ela 
advantage was gained by the liberal ufe of the fword and ae i hE 
bayonet. Orders had been previoufly given to depend HO 
entirely on thefe weapons; and to fecure a punctual 


compliance, the flints were taken out of the mufketry a ibe 
of the infantry. The Americans had only five privates sae ae 
killed and two wounded. ‘Though Brown proved un- ae ‘i aN 
fuccefsful, yet gen. Greene reckons him one of the beft / f\. 
Officers belonging to the Britifh troops. oe 
On the 24th of June, a large body of Creek Indians, June 
headed by a number of their moft celebrated chiefs and 74 
warriors, and a Britith officer, furprifed and made a fu- 
rious attack upon Wayne’s infantry at half an hour after 
one in the morning. For a few minutes they poffefled 
themfelves of his two-field pieces, which were foon re- 


covered. 


‘ 
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+782. covered. The Indians knew not how to make a right 


improvement of the advantages they had obtained by 
the furprife. Mean while the cavalry arrived and preffed 


hard upon them; while Wayne expofed himfelf, be- 


yond what was prudent for the chief commander, that 
he might reinftate matters. A fmart action enfued, in 


which both fides fought in clofe quarters with fwords 


and bayonets. The Indians difplayed uncommon bra- 


very; but having to contend with both horfe and foot 
were completely routed. Fourteen of their number 


were killed, one of whom was a famous chief The 
Americans had five flain and eight wounded. 


The Britifh adminiftration having refolved upon aban= > 


doning all offenfive operations in America, the fcheme — 
of evacuating the weaker pofts in the United States was 


adopted; and that at Savannah was to be the firft. 


When the meafure was determined upon, the merchants — 


and others, inhabitants of the place, obtained permiffion 


to apply to Wayne for the security and prefervation of — 
their perfons and property. He replied to their depo | 


ties, “ that fhould the Britith garrifon eventually effe@ — 


an evacuation, the perfons and properties of fuch inha- 


bitants or others, who choofe to remain in Savannah, will 
be protected by the military, and refigned inviolate into 
the hands of the civil authority, which muft ultimately 
decide.” The merchants and inhabitants of Savannah, 
having fent out a. fecond flag, Wayne at the defire ofl 
the civil authority of the ftate, fent them for anfwer, 
« that the merchants, not owing allegiance to the United 
States, will be permitted to remain a reafonable time to’ 


difpofe of their goods and fettle their affairs.” Major’. 


Haberfham, who was charged with this. meffage, ‘pledg- 
ed himfelf that they might rely, with the utmoft confi- 
| dence, 


. 


1 


i 


) 


) 
f 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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dence, on the terms propofed to them. 
on the 30th of December ratified Wayne’s agreement. 


|) On the rith of July Savannah was evacuated, and the July 
| Americans immediately took poffeffion of it. 
- works and town were left perfect; for which the inhabi- 


tants are indebted to that worthy and humane officer 


| brigadier general Clarke. | 
General Leflie, under the fanétion of the refolution 


taken by the Britifh adminiftration, propofed to gen. 
Greene a cefiation of hoftilities, which was declined by 
the latter for want of inftructions from congrefs on the 
fubje&t. However nothing of confequence was attempt- 
edon either fide. When the evacuation of Charleftown 
was propofed, the merchants who came with the Briti{fh 
were in a moft difagreeable predicament. They had. 
entered into extenfive commercial engagements. Thofe 
of their debtors, who were without the lines, were not 
fubject to their jurifdiction ; thofe who were within, were 
unable to pay. Environed with difficulties, and threat- 
ened with bankruptcy fhould they leave the ftate along 
with the garrifon, they applied to gen. Leflie for leave 
to negotiate for themfelves. A deputation of the body 
waited. on gov. Mathews, and obtained from him per- 
miffion to refide in South Carolina for eighteen months 
after the evacuation, with the full liberty of difpofing of 


their ftock of goods on hand, and of collecting .the 


debts already due to them. After general orders had 


announced the defign of evacuating Charleftown, Lef Aug. 
lie wrote to Greene, offering full payment for rice and *° 


other provifion to be fent into the town: at the fame 
time he threatened, that if it was not granted for money, 
it fhould be taken by force without compenfation. But as 
it was apprehended the Britifh meant to procure large 
{up- 
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1782. fupplies. for the. transferring of the war to the’French’ 


-months paft employed, in fending the earlieft intelli- | 


| shill aa peal | 
geral is to recommend his cafe to congrefs for fuch com-: | 


Weft India iflands, the Americans could not upon any? [ 
confideration affent to the advantageous offers of Leflie.’ | 
Every effort was made by, Greene and Mathews to re— | 
ftrain the intercourfe between town and country on pri~ 
vate account, though the wants of the American army’ 
made a fmail deviation neceflary. Leflie finding it im— 
poflible to purchafe, fent out parties to feize provifions — 

near the different landings, and:to bring them by water’ 

to Charleftown.. his was effeted in fome inftances’ | 
before the Americans could be collected in. fufficient’ 
force for the defence of their property ; though a colonel: 
(an American): in the Britith army had been for fome 


sence, from time to time, of all the military operations, — 
which the Britifh concerted to the prejudice of the United’ — | 
States, or any part thereof. Hee is to continue with the 
Britifh army until the clofe of the war. On his faith- 


a 


fully performing this fecret fervice, and as a reward for 
his treacherous duplicity, gen. Greene is to ufe all his’ 
influence with the ftate of South Carolina, to reftore’ — 

him to his fortunes, and the nights and privileges of ai" p | 
citizen. Should the ftate refufe to reftore him, the ge-~ 4 


penfation as they may think his fervices claim. rh | 
One of the largeft parties ordered out was fent to’: 
Combahee ferry, where they arrived on the 25th of i 
Auguft.. Brigadier Gift, with about 300 cavalry and — 
infantry, of the continental army, was detached to op- .. 
pofe them: He fucceeded fo far as to capture one of ; 
their fchooners, and in a’ degree to fruftrate their a A 
figns. Lieut. col. Laurens, though he had been con-— 4 
fined for feveral days immediately preceding, on nell a 
4 ing 
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ing of the expedition, rofe and followed: Gift. When i782s 
the Britifh and American detachments approached within 

‘a few miles of each other, Laurens being in advance 
with a. {mall party of regulars and militia, engaged with 

a much fuperior force, in expectation of fupport from 
ithe main body in his rear. In. the midft of his brave 
exertions he received a mortal wound. ‘“ This young 
gentleman was fent over to England for his education, 
where he endeared himfelf to all who knew him, by his 
abilities and affeCtionate temper. In the beginning of 
1777 he joined the American army, and from that 
time was foremoft in every danger. He was prefent 
and diftinguifhed himfelf in every action of the army 
under gen. Wafhington, and was among the foremoft 
that entered the Britifh lines at York Town. Thofe 
who were intimately acquainted with him, will rank his 
|martial qualities, by which he was chiefly known, as 
loweft in the catalogue of his virtues. ‘They will lament 
the untimely lofs of a clear difcerning mind, that united 
the folid powers of the underftanding with inflexible inte- 
erity. In him, his country has loft one of. its nobleft 
and moft ufeful citizens; his father, the kindeft and 
moft. affectionate friend; and all the wretched, a gene 
rous and difinterefted patron *.” 


* This character is taken from an American publication. The - 
American commander in chief being afked whether it was juft, an- 


wered—*‘* Such parts of the drawing as have fallen. undermy own obs 

bl are literally fo; and it is my firm belief his merits and 
worth richly entitle him to the whole picture. No man poffefied more 
of the Amor patrie. Ina word, he had not a fault that I could dif. 
over, unlefs intrepidity, bordering upon rafhnefs, could come under 
that denomination. And this he-was excited to by the pareh mo~ 
tives”? eye moet 


When 
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782. When the long expected evacuation of Charleftown} 


O&. 
10. 


vin eG did not take place till the 14th of December, f 


the Britifh army, on its departure, would carry off with} 
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drew nigh, the inhabitants of the ftate apprehended, that} 


them fome thoufands of negroes, who were within their} 
lines. To prevent it gov. Mathews wrote to gen./! 
Leflie, Auguft the 17th, and informed him, “ that 1 
the property of the citizens of South Carolina was car |i 
tied off by the Britith army, he fhould feize on the} 
debts due to the Britifh merchants, and to the confit.) 
cated eftates, and the claims on thofe eftates by marris! 
age fettlements, which three articles were not included | 
in the confifcation aét.” Gen. Leflie propofed a negos' 
tiation, for fecuring the property of both parties. Com-! 
miffioners were appointed in behalf both of the ftate ati 
the royalifts: who on the roth of O&ober ratified a! 
compact on the fubject, of which the following was a! 
principal article.—* All the flaves of the citizens of? 
South Carolina, now in the power of gen. Leflie, fhall 
be reftored to their former owners, as far as 1s practic 
cable, except fuch flaves as may have rendered theme! 
felves particularly obnoxious on account of their. ‘ate 
tachment and fervices to the Britith troops, and fuch as) 


wy 


had fpecific promifes of freedom.” A confideration ! 
for the advantages of this article was made in others for: 
the benefit of the royalitts. < Great were the expectations | 


of the inhabitants, as to their foon obtaining the re-: 
poffeffion of their property: but the compact was fo far | 
evaded as to be in a great meafure ineffectual for the | 
end propofed. a 

The evacuation, though officially anhauced by peti 
Leflie on the 7th of Auguft, as a meafure foon to be! 


wien 
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| 
when the Britifh troops completed their embarkation. 1782, 
Gen. Wayne, with the legion and light infantry, had 
been before thew works for feveral days, by order of 
gen. Greene. It was hinted to him from gen. Leflie, 
through a certain medium, -that if they were permitted 

to embark without interruption, every care fhould be 
taken for the prefervation of the town. Wayne. was 
dire&ted to accede to the propofal, the Britith alfo agree- 

ing not to: fire upon the town after getting on board. 
The conditions being fully underftood by both parties, 
Charleftown was evacuated and poffefled without the 
leaft confufion, the American advance following clofe on 
pithe Britifh rear.. ‘Che governor was conduéted into his 
capital the fame day, the civil police eftablifhed the day 
gllowing, and.on the third the town was opened for bu-' 
der On the 17th the Britith crofled the bar and 
went to fea. 

' “Thus congrefs have recovered the complete poffeffion 

of all the fouthern flates.~ The ftruggle has been long. 

in feyere; but when it is confidered that the Britifh 

ad upward: of: 18,000 regular troops, befide feveral 
thoufand militia and negroes employed for their reduc- 
jon, it muft appear thatthe progrefs of the American 
outhern army has been no lefs honorable than impor~ 


‘ant, 

. Several detached articles remain to be beiclenisircide 
» A gentleman of Philadelphia has favored me with the 
ollowing one. <‘ At ten o’clock on Wednefday even~ 
ng, October 2, major gen. Lee died, after being, con 
ined to his bed fromthe evening of the. preceding Fri- 
lay... His diforder was a defluxion on the lungs of. 
hree months ftanding, which produced fomething like a 
, Vou, IV. oy {purious 
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3782+ {purious inflammation of the lungs, accompanied with 
an epidemic remitting fever-The character, of this 
perfon i is full of abfurdities and qualities of a moft ex- | 
traordinary nature. His underftanding was great, his | 
memory capacious, and his fancy brilliant. His mind | 
was ftored with a variety of knowledge, which he cols | | 
le€ted from books, converfation and travels. He had |, 
been in moft European countries. He was a correct | 
and elegant claffical fcholar ; and both wrote and {poke 
ey his native language, with perfpicuity, force and beauty. | 
From thefe circumftances he was, at times, a moft agree- 
able and inftructive companion. His temper was naz 
gurally four and fevere. He was feldom {een to laugh, \ 
and {earcely to fmile. The hiftory of his life is lite, 
elfe, than the hiftory of difputes, quarrels. and duels, in; 
every part of the world. He was vindictive to his. enes 
mies. His avarice had no bounds. He never went, , 
into a public and feldom into a private houfe, where he, 
did-not difcover fome marks of ineffable and contemps; 
-tible meannefs. He begrudged the expence of a nurfe 
in his laft ilinefs, and died in a fmall dirty room in the) 
Philadelphia tavern called the Canaftoe-waggon, [ de-, 
figned chiefly for the entertainment and accommodation, 
of common countrymen] attended by no one but 4, 
French fervant, and'Mr. Ofwald the printer, who once, 
ferved as ati officer under him. He was beth impious: 
and profane. In his principles he was not only an infi-. 
del, but he was very hoftile to every attribute of the. 
Deity. His: morals were exceedingly debauched. His 
manners were rude, partly from nature and partly: from, 
affectation. His appetite was fo whimifical as to what} 
he eat and drank, that igus was at all times; and. in alk, 
places, 


I 
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hi places, a moft troubleforne’ and difaer eeable puelt. 


had been bred to arms from his youth ; and ferved as 
‘Lieut, colonel’ amofig the Britifh, as colonel among the 
| Portuguefe, and sfteiwita as aid’ de camp to his’ Polifh 
‘majefty, with the rank of major general. Upon the 
American continent’s being ‘forced into arms for the pre- 
fervation of her liberties, he was called forth by the voice 
of the people, and eleéted to the rank of third in com- 
mand of their forces. He had exhaufted every valu- 
able treatife, both ancient’and modern, on the militar ry 
art, “His judgment in war was generally found.—He 
was extremely ufeful to the Americans in the beginning 
of the revolution, by infpiring ‘them with military ideas, 
and a contempt for Britifh difcipline and valor. It is 
difficult to fay, whether ‘the active and ufeful part he 
jtook in-the conteft, arofe from perfonal refentment againi{t 
the king of Great Britain, or from a regard to the liber. 
ties of America. It is certain he reprobated the French 
alliance and republican forms of ‘government, after he 
retired ftom the American fervice. He was, in the 
Geld, -brave in'the higheft degree; and with all his faults 
Blind oddities was beloved by his officers and foldiers. 
Ele was devoid of prudence, and ufed to call it a raf- 
' “ally virtue. Kiis-partiality to dogs was too remarkable 
Not to be mentioned ‘in ‘his chara&ter. Two or three 
xf thefé animals followed him generally wherever he 
went. When the congrefs “confirmed the fentencé 
of the court martial, fufpending him fot twelve months, 
1é pointed to his dog and exclaimed, ” Oh! that I 
vas that animal, that I might not call: wan my brother.* 
—Two virtues he poffefled in an eminent degree, viz. 
inicerity and veracity. He was never known to déceive 
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1782, 0F defert a friend; and he was a ftranger to equivoca-| 


oie difpofition to mifreprefent and blacken the Indi 


? a branch ef the Ohio; who early in the latt {pring fut | 
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tion, even where his fafety or character were at ftake.” 
ans, in order to juftify, or palliate the practice of cruel} | 
meafures toward them, has particularly appeared in the | 
cafe of the Moravian Indians, fettled on the Mutkingumy, 


fered deeply on account of what, they thought, the | 
peaceable fpirit of the g cofpel required of them. The 
firft gathering of thofe Indians into a degree of civil and ! 
religious order, was about 3o years ago. The place: of 
their refidence was then at Whihaloofing, on the Sufque- | 
hanna, about 200 miles from Philadelphia. Ina vif it 
to that city, about the year 1756, when the province 
was diftrefled by the Indian war, they declared their 
particular difapprobation of war, and. fixed refolution to 
take no part therein; appr chending it to be difpleating 
to the Great Being, who, as one of them expreffed. it, 
did not make men to pio men, but to love and affift cack 


14 


MI 


other. About 13 years pait, thefe Indians meeting with 
difficulty, from an increafe of white fettlers near them, 
by which fpirituous liquors were brought to their towns, 
removed to the Mutkingum ; and were accompa, 
nied by fome of the Moravians, who have long. refidec 
among them, carefully attended both to their civil ane 
religious concerns, and never left them in the times ° 
their ereateft danger and difficulty. Thefe Indians re 
futed to take any. part in the prefent war; notw ‘ithftand- 
ing repeated abuies on ‘that account from other tribes 
particularly | thofe parties which pafled through. then, 
towns, in their way to the American frontiers, whom 
they fometimes difluaded. from their hoftile intentions 
2 anc 
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and prevailed upon to go back again. 
the inhabitants of their danger. This conduc being 
confidered as obftructive to the hoftile proceedings of the 
tribes at war, was at length made the plea for carrying 


of the Wyondats arrived with 220 warriors; and ac- 
quainted them, that they were come to take them away, 
rendering f for a reafon, that t they were a great ob ftru€tion 
to them in their war-path, The Wyondats, after com- 
mitting many outrages, about the beginning of Sep- 
ember forced them from their three towns, in all between 
3 and 400 perfons. After a tedious journey in the 
hildernefs, they arrived at a branch of Sandufky creek, 
where the body of them were ordered to remain. Some 

of their principal men were fent to the Britifh com- 


jnander at Fort Detroit, who commended them as a 


peaceable people, and exhorted them to remain fuch ; 
nit added, that many complaints had been made of 
hem, and that they had given intelligence to his ene- 
nies, wherefore he had fent for ae He faid, that 
His inftruétions had been exceeded in the ill treatmenc 
fe had received, and that he would provide for them. 
hus the matter refted till the {pring of 1782, when 
nefe Moravian Indians finding corn fcarce and dear at 
sandufky, defired liberty to return to their fettlements, 
o fetch fome of their corn, of which they had left above 
00 acres ftanding. When it was granted, many of 
hem went, among whom were feveral widows with their 
hildren. | 

“When the people at and about the Monangahela, 
nderftood that a number of Indians were at the Mora- 
jan towns, they gave out, that the intention of thofe 
| ar3 people 


They alfo warned 1782+ 


them off. In the beginning of Auguft, 1781, the chief 
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1782. people was, to fall upon the back inhabitants, which} 
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| 


ought to be prevented. Upon this about 160 men Bett 
together, and fwinaming their horfes oyer the O hio, } 
came fuddenly upon the. chief Moravian town. The}, 
firft perfon who appeared, they fhot at and wounded, 
when coming up to him they found he was an half In-| 
dian, fon to one of the Moravians by an Indian woman,}: 
who. had, been regularly | married. ‘They killed andj 
fcalped him, and proceeded to the town. Khe Indians, 
who were moftly in the fields pulling corn, did not run} 
off as they might, had they.been confcious of any of- i 
fence ; but came of their own accord into the town, at: 
the call of the white people, who at firft exprefled friend~ 
ship to them, and foon after violently. feized and. bound: 
‘The Indians who affift the miffionaries in keep-! 


them. 
ing good order among their people, and upon occafion: 
give public exhortations, are called Helpers. Five of 
the moft refpectable of thefe, and other. Indians, eX. 
horted the younger to fubmiffion and patience ; telling 
them, that they thought their troubles in this world 
would, foon be at an end, and they would be with their 
Saviour. They then fung and prayed together, till they 
were led out one after another, and inhumanly flaugh- 
tered ; firft the men and then the women. T'wo boys. 
who made their ef{cape, related thefe particulars. One 
of them lay in the heap of the dead, in a houfe, anc 
was fcalped ; but recovering his fenfes efcaped. The 
other hid himfelf under the floor; was an eye-witnefs of thi: 
tragic ieenes and faw the blood of the flain - running 1 in 
a ftream.. . Thefe Indians, before they were bound, were 
fo fenfible. of their own innocence, that they informec 
the white people, that more of their brethren were at 

5  ¥ ¢ anothe! 
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barbarity of the whites.. The dead. bodies -were.-after- 
ward burned with the houfes.. Before their death, ‘they 
were-obliged to fhow in what part of the woods they 
had concealed their effects, when the Wyondats took 
them away. Thofe of the third town having fome:in- 
_telligence of what paffed, made their efcape. This isa 
fummary of the dreadful tranfaétion, as given by the 
‘principal leader of thofe that remain. The. Pennfyl- 
§) vania packet of April fays of thefe white favages, “ that 
}) they killed upward of 90, (but a few making their ef 
cape) about 40 of which were warriors, the reft old 
-women and children. About 80 horfes fell into the 
I) hands of the whites, which they loaded with the plunder, 
the-greateft part furs and fkins.” It was for the fake of 
| the plunder that the Indians were killed. 

It is alleged, in vindication of this deliberate maf- 
Berd that'40 of thefe- Indians were warriors preparing 
to attack the American frontiers: but this affertion con- 
tradicts itfelf; for had it been the cafe, they would not 
have brought their wives, with the widows and .34 chil- 
‘dren, who were flain with them; nor would: they have 
fuffered themfelves to be thus flaughtered without mak- 
ing “the leaft refiftance, or killing even. one: of their 


| murderers. : | sp = Dak 
Soon after the dod ‘of thefe Fidhiaiis about “$00 
men, probably encouraged by this eafy ‘conqueft, and 
in hope. of plunder, -afflembled, at the Old Mingos.on 
the welt fide of the Ohio; and: being equipped on horie- 
back, fet out for Sandufky, where the remaining part 
of the’ Moravian Indians refided, in- order to* deftroy 
that fettlement, and other Indian towns in thofe par ts; 
pe “bug 


another town, who in like manner fell a facrifice to the?? 
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4782.but the Wyondats, and other Indians, having fore 


improved for perfecting the difcipline of the army. . 7); 
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knowledge of their approach, and being enraged at the |: 
maffacre, met them near Sandufky, when an engages | 
ment enfued, in which fome of the white people were } 
killed, and feveral taken prifoners, among whom: was | 
the commander, col. Crawford, and -his fon in-law. | 
The colonel they burnt to death in the moft cruel mans 
ner; the other, with more prifoners, they tomahawked. | 
The cruelty exercifed on the colonel and. the death of | 
the prifoners, was undoubtedly owing in the main to the , 
murder of the peaceable Moravian Indians*. 4 | 

General Wafhington, in Auguft, eftablifhed honorary | 
badges of diftinction, to. be conferred on the non- coms | 
miffioned officers and foldiers of the army, who had | 
ferved three years with bravery, fidelity and good:cone ; | 
dué& ; and upon’ every one who had or fhould perform — 
any fingularly meritorious action. The candidate for) 
the reward annexed to fach action, was to fet forth the | 
particular faét to the commander:in chief, accompanied, 
with inconteftible proof Upon granting it, the name! 
and regiment of the perfon, with the action fo certified, j 
were to be enrolled in a Jock of merit, kept in the ore: 
derly office. Men who have merited the laft diftinétion, 4 
are to be fuffered to pafs all guards and fentinels, which | 
a non-commiffioned officer is fuffered to pals. Miltary \ 
operations being fufpended, the: opportunity, has beet 


* The above account is extracted from fome-—Obfervations on ie : 
fituation, difpofition and chara&er of the Indian natives on the Ame- i 
viean continent, by that late moft excellent philanthropift of the quaker 
perfuafion, Anthony Benezet of Philadelphia. The American papers | 
told a different Rory, fach as was calculated to exculpate ee own 
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cafe the evacuation of New York or Charleftown fhould 
take place. In expetation that the latter would happen, 
the French legion marched from Richmond in Virginia, 
and the French army under the count from Willamf- 
burgh, to the northward, in the beginning of July. To- 
ward ‘the ‘laft of October, they proceeded to the eaftern 
ftates under the pretext of taking winter quarters there ; 
but in fact with the defign of embarking on board the 
French fquadron of rs fail of the line and 4 frigates, 
(which arrived under the command of the marquis de 
Vaudreuil in the lower harbour of Bofton, on the roth of 
Auguft) whenever the evacuation, on which the ultimate 
movement depended, fhould be fufficiently afcertained. 

| When Rochambeau’ was about leaving William{- 
burgh, the city and corporation prefented him with 
a polite and affectionate addrefs.. His aniwer clofed 
with—<< I feel an additional fatisfaction in having fought 
m Virginia, under the aufpices of a Virginia ceneral, 
whofe glory, equally celebrated in both hemifpheres, 
faines with particular luftre in his native country.” The 
S)count arrived at gen. Wafhington’s head quarters on the 
14th of September. Soon after, the French army joined 
the American ; and was reviewed by the commander in 
chief on the 2oth. Affection, efteem, and cordiality, 
were equally vifible in the countenances of the French 
officers and of the Americans. The four divifions of 
the French army arrived at Bofton in. the firft week of 
December, under the command of the baron Viomenil, 
who is ordered to the Weft Indies inftead of count de 
Rochambeau: the count returns to France. On the 
i tity 


The-court of Verfailles ordered that the corps under 17325 
count de Rochambeau fhould go to the Welt Indies, in — 


3782. 11th, gov. Hancock, and the arene gave a publie din- | 
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ner to the general and field officers, the marquis de| 
Vaudreuil and the principal officers in the fleet. The} | 
Magnifique, a 74 gun fhip, one of the fieet, having been 
loft by accident in the harbour of Bofton, congrefs, de-) 
firous of teftifying the fenfe they entertained of his mof |i 
chriftian majefty’s generous exertions in behalf of the | 
United States, refolved on the 3d of September, to ‘pres | 
fent the America, -a 74 gun thip, to-the.chevalier dela! 
Luzerne for the fervice of the French’ king. “The fleet !: 
failed with the army on the 29th of December...) 

On the 20th of December; the celebrated Charleftown 
frigate, commanded by capt. Joiner, and (according to 
the New York account) carrying 28 forty-two pound-— 
ers mounted on her main deck, and on the quarters | 
deck and forecattle 12. twelve pounders, and 450 men, | 
was taken by the Britifh Quebec of 33 guns and.Dio, ! 
mede of 44, after a chafe of 18 hours and a half from i 
off the Delaware. | + si 

The demand for bibles being gt creat and the price high, 
in confequence of the war, Mr. Aitken, a. printer. at 


| 


e 


Philadelphia, undertook and finifhed ‘an’ American edi+ 
tion of the holy {eriptures in Englifh, the firft of the | 
kind. Congrefs on the 1ft of laft September, recom= 
mended it to their two chaplains (the Rev. Dr. White % | 
an epifcopalian, and the Rev. Mr. Duffield a prefbyte~ 
rian) to examine the execution of the work, and if. ap. 4 
proved, to give it the fanction of their judgment and, 
weight of their recommendation. They. reported iq 


* Since ordained a bifhop according to fhe rites, and by hs han 
of the bifhops, of the church of England. 
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cuted with great accuracy as to the fenfe, and with as 
few grammatical and typographical errors as could be 
lexpected in a work of fuch magnitude. *Whereupon 
congrefs paffed a refolve on the rath of September, 
highly approving the pious and laudable undertaking of 
Mr. Autken, and recommendi ng his edition of the bible 
£0 the inhabitants of the ieaeas States, Notwithftand- 
ing this recommendation, fhould the war clofe in a fhort 
time, imported bibles will be fold fo much cheaper, and 
'on that account be fo univerfally bought, that Mr. Ait- 
ken will be a confiderable lofer by the great expence 
which neceffarily attended his undertaking. 

| This town of Roxbury has given each of the three 
years men whom they inlifted for the army in 1781 and 


} 1782, a bounty of not lefs than fifty-fix pounds five 


shillings fterling, hard money. The bounties given by 
the. towns in the Maflachufetts for fimilar purpofes for 
the laft of thefe years, will average 641. 4s. gd. fterling, 
in cafh, on every fuch recruit. The enormity of the 
fum has proved an heavy burden to numbers who have 
fhared i in the expence. | 
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HE Dutch fleet having returned to the Texel, an id | 
the Britifh convey from the Baltic being out of 
danger, the fhips fent to the Downs to attend the mo- 

tions of the Dutch, returned to accompany the Brite 
fleet in their expedition to Gibraltar. Upon the june= 


£782. 
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Sept. tion lord Howe failed from Portfmouth, with 33 fhips | 
of the ‘line, fevera] frigates and Grefhips, a fleet of if : 
tranfports, victuallers and ftorefhips, with a body © 
troops on board for the relief of the garrifon. He was | 
accompanied by the admirals Barrington, Milbanke, 
Hood, and Sir R. Hughes, by commodore none ap 
and an able brave fet of naval officers. | 
After the reduction of Minorca, the duke de Crillon i 
was appointed captain general of the Spanifh forces, and 
was deftined to attempt the recovery of Gibraltar. No | 
rnean was neglected, nor expence fpared to infure fuc-) 
cefs. Ambition, honor, pride, revenge, all united in’ 
urging to the utmoft exertions for the conqueft of the. 
place; and as all former ones had failed, the invention 
and application of fuch as were new became neceflary. | aT 
The chevalier D’Arcon, a French engineer, was con-. 
fided in as being equal to the fervice. A plan had been ii 
propofed by him in the latter part of the preceding year, 
The ‘preparations though val, and extremely expenfive, 
were 


ed 
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was not only deemed certain, but the powers to be ufed 
‘|were fo prodigious and formidable, that little lefs than 
\the annihilation of the fortrefs was expected to be the 
‘\confequence of any great obftinacy of defence in the 
garrifon. The plan of. the chevalier was, to conftruct, 
\from fhips, floating batteries that could not be funk or 
fired. They were to be fecured from finking, by the 
extraordinary thicknefs of timber, with which their keels 
and bottoms were to be fortified; and which was to 
render them proof in that refpect againft all external or 
Vinternal violence. They were to be defended from being 
fired, by having their fides fecured with a ftrong wall, 
compofed of timber and cork, long foaked in water, 
and including between them a large body of wet fand ; 

the whole of { fuch a thicknefs, that no cannon ball fhould 
penetrate within two feet of the inner partition. A con- 
i/ftant fupply of water was to keep the parts expofed to 
fire alway wet; and the cork was to act as a {ponge in 


Hjretaining the moifture, 

) Ten-great fhips, from 600 to 1400 ton burden, were 
cut down to the ftate required by the plan; and 200,000 
Hifeet of timber worked into their conftru@ion, To pro- 
teét them from bombs, and the men from grape or 


worked up and down by fprings at pleafure. The roof 
was made of a ftrong rope-work netting, laid over with 
ja thick covering of wet hides: its loping pofition was 


throw them off into the fea, before they Rone. take ef- 
fe&. The batteries were covered with new brafs cannon 
of great weight ; and about half the nurnber of fpare 

guns, 


- . rs 
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| were nearly completed; and the reduction of the place eh 


Hidefcending fhot, a hanging roof, was contrived, to be 


calculated to prevent the fhells from lodging, and to, 
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8782: onins, oF rie “me kind, were kept ready, inftantly #8 | 


the battery were to go offtogether. Red-hot fhot from | 


-eond the efforts of the great battering vefiéls.” Nearly 
ail the frigates, and fimailer armed veffels of the Kits 
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fapply the place of thofe which might be overheated, ! 
or otherwifé difabléd, That the fire a thefe euns might }! 
be the moré inftantaneous and effective, the chevalier | 
had contrived a kind of match, by which all the guns on [ 


the fortrefs was what the Spaniards moft dreaded. To | 
reftrain its effeat there was a contrivance for communis | | 
cating water in every direction. A great variety of pipes | 
atid canals perforated all the folid workmanthip i in fach | 
a manner, that a continued fucceffion of water was to 
be conveyed to evety part of the veffels; a number of j 
pumps being adapted to the purpofe of an unlirhited 
fupply. By this mean it was expected, that the red- hot | 
fhot would operate to the remedy of its own mifchief, | 
and procure its immediate Paget by cutting through 
the pipes. ° | ne ‘i 
The preparation was enormous in other vetpecae | 
About 1200 pieces of heavy ordnance had been nae | 
to the fpot, for the numerous intended purpofes of ate 
tack by fea and land. The quantities of every kind of | 
military ftore were immenfe. The gunpowder only ig | 
faid to have exceeded 83,000 barrels. Forty gun- -boat: 
with heavy artillery, as many bomb-boats with 12° a 
mortars, befide a large floating battery; and five bomb‘ 


ketches on the ufual conftruGion, were appointed to ou 


dom were affembled, to afford fuch aid as they might 
be capable of ; and between p) and 300 large boats were 
collected, which with thofe already i in the vicinity, were | 


to minifter to the fishting veflels during aétion, and to 


land 
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land troops as foon as the fortrefs was difmantled. The 
sombined fleets of France and Spain, amounting to 
about '50 fhips of the line, were to cover and fupport 
the attack, while they heightened the terrors and mag- 
| pears of the fcene. | 

‘The preparations by land were no lefs confiderable. 
rele thoufand French troops joined the Spaniards. 
The duke de Crillon was affifted by a number of the 
pelt officers of both countries, and particularly of the 
veft engineers and artillerifts of his own. ‘The fame of 


every patt of Europe to the camp before Gibraltar ; 
and not only the nobility of Spain, but of other coun 
wries affembled, either to difplay their valor, or to gra~ 
ify curiofity in beholding fuch a naval and military {pec- 
ace, as had fcarcely been before exhibited. The count 
de Artois, the French king’s brother, and his coufin 
the duke de Bourbon, feemed eager to immortalize 
cheir names, by partaking in the glory of recovering 
cibraltar to the crown of their kinfman and ally. Their 
utival increafed the {plendor of the fcene; and afforded 
an opportunity for the difplay of that politenefs, and 
the exercife of thofe civilities, by which the refined 
aanners of modern Europe, have divefted war of many 
parts of its ancient barbarity. Some packets, contain- 


ng a number of letters directed to the officers ia Gi- 


praltar, having fallen into the hands of the Spaniardsy 
were tran{mitted to Madrid, where they lay when the 
zount de Artois arrived at that capital. The prince, im 
the true fpirit of generofity, obtained the packets from 
the Spanifh king, and conveyed them under his own 
pare to the camp. a0 
The 


thefe extraordinary preparations drew volunteers from 


alent le 


‘3982. The tranfiniffion of the packets to Gibraltar, afford- 
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ed an opportunity to the duke de Crillon of accompa-| 
nying them with a letter to gen. Elliot, in which, be-| 
fide informing him of the arrival of the French princes,}) 
and of this particular mark of attention fhown by the} 
count, he further acquainted him, that he was charged|: 
by them refpectively, to convey to the general the}: 
ftrongeft expreffions of their regard and efteem for his} 
perfon and charatter.. The duke expreffed his own in} 
the moft flattering terms. He alfo requefted in the} 
moft obliging manner, that the general would accept ofj 
a prefent of fruit and vegetables for his own ufe, and : 
of fome ice and solicits) for the gentlemen of his) 


; 


| 


houfehold ; further entreating, that as he knew the ge-} 
neral lived entirely on ve scales he would acetal 
him with the particular ing which he liked beft, with) 
a view to his regular fupply. The whole letter may be 
viewed as a model of military politenefs. — - i 

General Elliot was not lefs polite or obliging in his’ 
anfwer, whether with refpect to the duke himfelf, or toi 
the princes. But he informed the duke, that in acei 
cepting the prefent, he had broken through a refolution,! 


which he had invariably adhered to from the commence-' 
ment of the war, which was, never to receive or pro-' 
cure by any mean whatever, any provifions or other’ 
commodity for his own private ufe. He declared: that' 
every thing was fold publicly in the garrifon, fo that the 
private foldier, if he had money, might become a pur-! 
chafer with the fame facility as the governor; and that' 
he made it a point of honor to partake of both «plenty 
and species in common with the loweft of his brave 
fellow foldiers. He therefore entreated the duke, not 
rf 
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as he could not in future apply them to his own ufe. 
The French princes arrived at the camp about the 
middle of Auguft; and after examining the ftate of the 
preparations by land, reviewed the new and extraordi- 
nary. machines contrived by the chevalier D’Arcon: in 
doing it they were accompanied by all the principal 
commanders of both nations, whether in the land or 
naval fervice. The confidence afterward placed in the 
effet to be produced by thefe machines was extrava~ 


gant; and the impatience of the combined forces both 
by fea. and land for action became exceflive. The ap- 
prehenfion of lord Howe’s arrival ferved to quicken the 
determinations of the Spanifh court, and to accelerate 
che operations of the fleet and army. 

While gen. Eliot obferved the gathering on he 


sould obtain only fome general knowledge of the mighty 


dreparations that were making. He was utterly in the 
dark as to the nature, conftru€tion and mode of opera 
on of the new invented batteries. . He provided how- 
ever for every circumftance of danger which could be 
imagined, and for the reception of every enemy, what- 
ever might be his mode of operation. Obferving that 
on the land fide were 


the Spanith works nearly com- 
n is 


zorous cannonade and bombardment, with red-hot balls, 


zarrifon at fevyen in the morning 
the day with admirable fkill and ones y- By ten, two 
of the Spanifh batteries were in flames, and by five in 


Vor, IV. ay, Cate 


peted, the general determined on trying how far a vi- 
sarcaffes and fhells, might operate to their deftruction.’ 


A powerful and well directed firing was commenced by the: Sept. 
, and fupported through®: 


the evening entirely confumed, together with their puri: 
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1782, carriages, platforms and magazines, although the latter 
were bomb proof. A great part of the communica- 
tions to the eaftern parallel, and of the trenches and pa- 
rapet for mufketry were likewife deftroyed, and a large } 
battery near the bay much damaged. The enemy’s [ 
works were on fire in fifty places at the fame inftant. 

Vhis attack appears to have been refented by the al- | 
lied commanders, fo as to have precipitated their mea-|| 
fures. A new battery of 64 heavy cannon was opened. | 
by break of day the next morning, which with the can-./ 
non in their lines, and above 60 mortars, continued to 
pour their fhet and fhells upon the garrifon without in j 
termiffion, through the whole day. At the fame time, j 

nine fhips of the line, with fome frigates and fimaller ; 
veflels, taking the advantage of the wind, pafied flowly:! 
by the works, and difcharged their fhot at the fouth baf- ; 
tion, continuing their cannonade, until they had pafled ; 
Europa point They then formed, and came to the; 
attack of the batteries on Europa point, and. com- | 
menced a heavy fire, which lafted till they were a | 
pafied. a 

The {mall Britifh marine force at Gibraltar under capil y 
Curtis, being fhut up by the fuperiority of the enemy 
from exertion on their proper element, was formed into } 
a diftinét corps, under the name of the marine brigade, t 
-and Curtis held the rank and title of brigadier as their ; 
commander. The defence of the batteries on Europa: 
point was committed to him and his corps. They dif-; 

_ charged their truft fo well, that having repeatedly ftruck | 

the enemy in the firft attack, the veffels were afterward | 
kept at a fafe diftance. ete | 
The 


A; 
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The firing from the ifthmus was renewed on the roth, 1782. 


and continued the fucceeding days, at the ratesof 6500, 


--cannon fhot and 1080 fhells, in every 24 hours. The 


gun and mortar boats were alfo added to the other in- 
ftruments of deftruction. Their combined force pro- 
duced little effect, either with refpect to the lofs of men 
in the garrifon, or the damage done to the works. At 


length the combined fleets arrived at Algeziras, and with 


thofe already on the fpot, amounted to 44 fail of the 
line, befide three inferior two deckers. The new in- 
vented battering veflels were likewile in readinefs. Their 
batteries were covered with 142 pieces of new heavy 


| brafs cannon. The Paftora, the admiral’s veffel, had 


21 guns mounted and to in referve. The Prince of 


-Naffau’s was of the fame force. Thirty-fix artillery 
} men and volunteers from the Spanifh and French armies 
| were allotted to the fervice of each gun: thefe being 
} exclufive of the officers and feamen who navigated the 
_veffels, the whole number on board was eftimated at 


between 6 and 7000 men. The gun and mortar boats, 
with the floating batteries and the bomb ketches, were 
to carry on their attacks in every poffible direction, while 


} the fire of the battering fhips was pointed againft their 
| deftined objects. By this mean, and by the fire of 


near 300 cannon, mortars and howitzers from the ifth- 
mus, it was intended, that, every part of the works being 
attacked at the fame inftant, and every quarter prefent- 


ing a fimilar face of danger, the refiftance of the gar- 


rifon. fhould become generally ineffective, and totally 


| unequal to the accumulated weight and force of the 
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2 Ae At eight in the morning, the ten battering fhips com- 

136 mandeded by admiral Don Buenventura Moreno, were 
put in motion, and proceeded to their feveral ftations. 
Between nine and ten they came to an anchor, in a line ~ 
from the old to the new Mole, parallel to the rock, and 
from 1000 to 1200 yards diftant. — The admiral’s fhip 
was ftationed oppofite the king’ s baftion ; and the others — 
took their appointed places, Tiecutival and with great | 
regularity, to the right and left of the admiral. The — 
furrounding hills were covered with people, as though — 
all Spain had afiembled to behold the fpectacle. 

The cannonade and bombardment, on all fides and i in 
all directions, from the ifthmus, the fea, and the variougll | 
works of the fortrefs, was tremendoufly magnificent be~ 
yond defcription, The prodigious fhowers of red-hot 
balls, of bombs and of carcafies, which filled the air, — 
and were without intermiffion thrown from the garrifon, — | 
to every point of the various attacks, both by fea and q 
land, aftonifhed the commanders of the allied forces ; 
who could not conceive how gen. Elhot had been able q 
to conftruct and manage aaa a multitude of furnaces, — y | 
as they deemed neceflary for the heating of the quans 
tity of thot thrown. The number of red- hot balls, 

which only the battering fhips received in the courfe of ; | 
the day, was eftimated at not lefs than 4coo.. The pen 
ninfula feemed at the fame time to be overwhelmed in 

the torrents of fire, inceflantly poured upon it. — 

The battering fhips were fo well conftrucéted for with- | 
ftanding. the cornbined powers s of fire and artillery, that. ‘ 
mt fever al hours the continued thoy fers of fhells and hot 


| 
} 


making any vifible peek tht that But about 
2s is two. , 


> 
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two o’clock the admiral’s fhip was obferved to f{moke. :+82, 


The fire, though kept under, during the day light, could 
not be thoroughly fubdued. After a time, the Princé 
of Naffau’s thip was difcovered to be in the fame con- 
dition. The diforder that took place in thefe two com- 


| manding fhips, affected the whole line of attack; and 


by the evening the fire from the fortrefs had gained a 
decided fuperiority. This fire was continued with equal 
vigor through the night; and by one in the morning, 
the two firft {hips were in flames, and feveral others vi- 
fibly on fire. Continual fignals to the fleet were fuffi- 
ciently expreffive of their extreme diftrefs and danger. 
All means were ufed by the fleet to afford affiftance: 
but as it was judged impoffible to remove the battering 


‘fhips, their endeavours were only directed to the bring- 
“ing off the men. A great number of boats were ac- 


cordingly employed, and much intrepidity was difplay- 
ed in the attempts for this purpofe. 
Captain Curtis, to complete the general confufion 


and deftruétion, manned his twelve gun-boats with his 


marine brigade ; and drew them up in fuch a manner as 
to flank the line of battering fhips. Each of his boats 
carried a 24 or 18 pounder, and by its low fire and: 
fixed aim, was not a little formidable. The battering 
fhips were foon overwhelmed by the inceflant fre from 


the garrifon, and by that of the Britifh eun-boats, raking 


the whole extent of their line. The fcene was now 
wrought up to the higheft point of calamity. The 


Spanifh boats no longer dared to approach; but were 


compelled to abandon their fhips and friends to the flames, 
or to the mercy and humanity of a heated enemy. Se- 
veral of their boats and launches had been funk before 

Piog. they 
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1752+ they fubmitted to this neceflity. The day light at length « 
appearing, two Spanifh feluccas, which had not efcaped 
with the others, attempted to get out of the danger; — 
but a fhot from a gun-boat having killed feveral men 
on board one of them, both were glad to furrender. , 
The horrors of the night were terrible ; but the open- | 
ing of the day difclofed a fpeétacle {till more painful. 
Numbers of men were feen in the midft of the flames — 
crying out for pity and help; others floating on pieces” 
of timber, expofed to equal danger from the oppofite— 
element. Thofe in the fhips where the fire had made a _ 
_lefs progrefs, expreffed in their looks, geftures and words, — 
the deepett diftrefs and defpair; and were equally urgent — 
in imploring affiftance. The fire both from the garri- | 
fon and gun-boats inftantly ceafed; and every danger 1! 
was ericountered by capt. Curtis and his marine brigade, _} 
in endeavouring to refcue the diftrefied enemy from fur- 
rounding deftruction. In thefe efforts the boats were} 
expofed to the peril arifing from the continual difcharge, 4 
on all fides of the artillery, as the guns became heated 
to a certain degree, and from the blowing up of the bat, — 
tering fhips as the fire reached their magazines. A 
more ftriking inftance of, the ardor and boldnefs with 4 
which the marine brigade acted, needs not be given, » 
than that of an officer and 29 privates (all feverely wound- 
ed) being dragged out from among the flain in the holds) 
of the burning vefiels, moft of whom recovered in the . 
hofpital at Gibraltar. ~ ome 


~ 


a 


—> = 


Captain Curtis was repeatedly in the mott imminent. 
danger; particularly fo when his pinnace was clofe to qT 
one of the largeft fhips at the time fhe blew up; | 
while every object was for a confiderable while buried in | 

oa aie : a thick 
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ja thick cloud of fmoke, gen. Elliot and the garrifont 
| fuffered the moft poignant dittrets, confidering the fate 
| of their friend as inevitable. Thirteen officers and 344 
men were faved by the exertions of the brigade. It was 
) happy, that the greater part of the troops and feamen 
had been removed, before capt. Curtis could make his 
) attack with the gun boats. It is thought however that 
the enemy loft 1500 men, prifoners and wounded In- 
cluded, in their attack by fea. 

Admiral Don Moreno left his flag flying when he 
abandoned his fhip, in which ftate it continued, till it 
was confumed or blown up with the veflel. Eight more 
fhips blew up fucceffively in the courfe of the day. 
~The tenth was burnt by the Britifh, there being no pot- 
ibility of preferving her for fervice. ‘The lofs {uftained 
by the allies on the ifthmus during the attack cannot be 
-afcertained. The lofs of the garrifon was nearly con- 
| fined to the artillery corps and the marine brigade. 
From the gth of Auguft to the 17th of October, the 
} whole number of non-commiffioned officers and private 
men flain, amounted to fixty-five only, the wounded were 
388, befide twelve commifiioned officers, 

Such was the fignal and complete defenfive victory, 
- obtained by a comparatively handful of brave men, over 
the combined land and naval efforts of two great and pow- 
- erfulnations, who for the attainment of a favorite object, 
exceeded all former example, as well in the magnitude, 
as in the formidable nature of their preparations. 

The allies were now compelled to reft their hopes of 
recovering Gibraltar, on the reduction of the garrifon 


Sor 
1826 


to a furrender, through the mere failure of arnmunition | 


and provifions, But this was not to be effected, unleds 
b Gye they 
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7782.they could defeat lord Howe, or at leaft prevent his}! 
throwing in the intended relief. Mean while his lord-| 
fhip met with much delay, through winds and weather, |) 
on his way to Gibraltar; which was rendered exceedingly 
irkfome, by the anxiety that prevailed relative to the 
fortrefs, under a knowledge of the menaced attack. | 
This anxiety was not removed till the fleet had arrived} 
near the fcene of action; when advice was alfo received,| 
that the united fleets, confifting of 50 fail of three and } 
two deckers, had taken their ftation in the bay of Gib-| 
raltar. 


At this critical point of time, a violent gale of wind! 

in the Straits, threw the combined fleets into the greateft ji 

oa, dilorder, and expofed them to no fmall danger. It 
10. happened inthe night of October the 10th; and during i 
the ftorm a frigate and one fhip of the line were driven} 


afhore, a fecond loft her foremaft and bowfprit, two ! 


a 


more were driven out of the bay to the eaftward, and 
many others fuffered more or lefs damage. The St. 
Michael, a fine Spanith fhip of 72 guns, was driven un- } 
der the works of Gibraltar, where fhe ran aground and | 
was taken by the boats of the garrifon. Her comman- |! 
der, with 650 feamen and foldiers, became prifoners of | 
war. The allies ati the fate of the St. Michael, | 
-threw a number of fhells in hope -of deftroying her as \ 
fhe lay afhore. The Britifh however got her off in three i 
or four days, without her having fuffered any effential : 
damage. || fT 
It. On the morning that fucceeded the ftorm, the Briith 
fleet entered the Straits, in a clofe line of battle a- -head ; 
and about an hour after night, the van arriving of the | 
bay of Gibraltar, an. opportuaity was afforded to the | 


{tore 
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any moleftation from the enemy; but for want of timely 
‘attention to the circumftances of the navigation, pointed 
out in the inftructions communicated to the captains, 
only four of the 31 fail which accompanied the fleet 
effected their purpofe. The reft having miffed the Bay, 
were driven through the Straits into the Mediterranean 
during the night, and were no fmall encumbrance to the 
fleet in its fubfequent operations. 


While lord Howe was collecting his convoy in the 
Mediterranean, and preparing to efcort them back to 
Gibraltar, the enemy were under no fmall anxiety for the 
-two line of battle fhips, which had been driven into the 
Mediterranean on the night of the ftorm. To recover 
thefe, and in hope of intercepting, or preventing the 
Jreturn of the ftore fhips, the combined fleet failed from 
Aloeziras on the 13th. 
_ The Britifh fleet was abreaft of Fungarola, a large 
‘port town between Malaga and Gibraltar, when advice 
was received of the approach of the enemy. While, 
upon this intelligence, the fleet was clofing and forming 
-aline of battle, the Buffalo of 60 guns was detached 
with thofe ftore fhips which had been collected, to the 
Zefarine iflands, lying on the coaft of Barbary, about 
60 leagues above Gibraltar. “The Panther, of the fame 
force, being left in the bay. of Gibraltar for the protec- 
tion of the ftore fhips as they arrived, lord Howe’s force 
‘now amounted only to 31-fail of the line. 

Neéar-fun-fet, the combined feets were defcried in 
great force at about fix leagues diftance, in line of battle, 
swith a trong wind full in their favor, and bearing di- 
/re€tly.down upon the Brith fleet. They amounted to 

| | 64 
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feveral large three deckers. By day light the next |) 
morning, they were perceived clofe in with the land, | 
and at fied a diftance as not to be vifible from the deck, | 
During their movements they had recovered the two |) 
miffing fhips. . | 

In the morning it was difcovered, that feveral cranial} 
ports had not proceeded with the Buffalo, and that others |; 
had joined lord Howe in the night. Upon this account, |; 
the wind becoming favorable, the fleet proceeded in or- }j 
der of battle toward the Straits, and paffed eighteen of } 
the convoy fafe to Gibraltar bay. By the 18th, the} 
veffels under the care of the Buffalo rejoined the fleet 
and were fent in. The two regiments on board the 
fhips of war and frigates were landed; and the fcarcity 
of ammunition in the garrifon was removed by a fupply | 
of 1500 barrels from the fleet. Gibraltar being now ; 
fully relieved, lord Howe concluded on taking imme-' 
diate advantage of the eafterly wind, which had pre- 
vailed a few days, for returning through the Straits to: 
the weftward. When he was in the entrance of the: 
gut, and enclofed between the oppolite points of Europa; 
and Ceuta, the combined fleets appeared at no oreat | 
diftance to the north eaft, at the break of day on the; 
rgth. ‘They followed his lordfhip, and the next morn-: 
ing were perceived at about five leagues diftance to the; 
windward. The Britifh formed in order of battle to lee= | 
ward. At fun-fet the enemy began acannonade on the van; 
and rear of Howe’s fleet; but generally at fuch a diftance | 
as to produce little effect. Perceiving however a part. 
of his rear much feparated from the reft, they made a! 
bolder attempt upon that divifion, The French and) 
Spanifh 
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which, referving themfelves till they were within a near 
liftance, threw in fo well-timed, heavy and admirably 
lireéted a fire upon them, that the enemy were foon in 
vvident confulion, hauled their wind and gave up the 
object entirely. 
The diftant fire of the combined fleets did much da- 
nage to the yards and rigging of feveral Britifh fhips: 
‘he number of men and officers killed and wounded, 
mounted to 265; a trifling lofs compared with the im- 
yottance of the fervice in which lord Howe had been 
ngaged. His lordfhip having effected the bufinefs on 
hich he was difpatched, and the combined fleets being 
it a confiderable diftance in the morning, apparently on 
heir return to Cadiz, he proceeded on his way home; 
But while doing it he detached eight fhips of the line to 
| he Weft Indies, and fix to the coafts of Ireland. 
_ The exiftence of thefe events did not interrupt the 
segotiations for peace, carrying on at Paris. Thefe 
vere rather forwarded by it; as the belligerent powers 
were brought into a nearer equality of circumftances for 
reating with each other. . 
Mr. Jay, in confequence of his being appointed by 
songrefs one of the commiffioners to treat for peace 
with Great Britain, left Madrid and repaired to Paris. 
Fle and Dr. Franklin were received by the Spanifh am- 
daffador, the count D’Aranda, as minifters from con- 
srefs, when they dined with him in the beginning of 
July. This might be viewed by others as a public ac-~ 
Knowledement, on the part of Spain, of the indepen- 
dence of the American United States; but could not 
fatisfy Mr. Jay, who declined negotiating with D’Aranda 
, | without 
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: determined not to leave Holland and repair to Paris, @ 


‘trating A treaty of amity and commerce, between the States 
General of the United Netherlands, and the United Ste L 
‘of America, which was concluded on the 8th of Oétober 
- The roth article provides, that the veffels of cther part, 
‘net having contraband goods for an enemy’s port, may 
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, without amexchange of -commiffions, though the Frenel 
minifter Vergennes wifhed him to do it. Mr. Fitzher| 
‘bert:and Mr, Ofwald were fent over on the part o|} 
Great Britain, the former to treat chiefly with the, 
European powers, the latter with the Americans. The. 
commiffion granted to Mr. Ofwald, inftead of acknow. 
ledging the independence of the United States in. the 
firft inftance, provided.only for the acknowledgment o} ol 
it in an article of the propofed treaty. Mr. Jay ob. 
jected to the commiffion.. The count de Vergennes 
thought it fuficient, and would have had him proceed: 
but notwithitanding the initructions of congrefs, he de- 
-clined complying with the count’s wifhes. Dr. F ranklin, 
‘declared himfelf of the fame opinion with the count. 
Jay however was fixed; and drew up a letter, which he 
intended to fend to Vergennes, containing his reafons 
for not treating with Ofwald upon that commiffion. 
When he (Relea it to Dr. Franklin, the door owned | 
the force of his reafonings ; and that he had not attended 
‘to them before, or he fhould not have fo readily fallen 
in with the opinion of the French minifter. Mr. Jay 
| 
kept up a friendly correfpondence with Mr. Adams, one | 
of his fellow commiffioners, and acquainted him with | 


the ftate of affairs. They judged alike; and Mr. Adams 


Mr. Ofwald had a different commiffion. | 
Mean while Mr. Adams employed himfelf in nego- 


y 
a | 


freely 
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‘veely purfue their voyage; and that it fhall not be re- 17826« 
ured to examine the papers of vefiels convoyed by 
nen-of war, but credence fhall be given to,the word of | 
he officer conducting the convoy. ‘The 24th fets forth, ta 
hat under the denomination of contraband and merchan- | m 
lifes prohibited, fhall be comprehended only warlike 
cores and arms, as alfo foldiers, horfes, faddles and fur- 
iture for horfes. All other effects and merchandifes,, 
ind even all forts of naval matters, however proper they 
nay be for the conftruction and equipment of vefiels of 
yar, or for the manufacture of one or another fort of 
Wnachines of war, by land or fea, fhall not be judged 
Yontraband; and may be tranfported from and to places | 
belonging to the enemy, thofe only exceptéd which are ae 
yearly furrounded by fome of the belligerent powers. ae 
) Mr. Jay and Mr. Ofwald often converfed freely with. | 
hach other, notwithftanding the obje&tion made to the ae 'L 
. 3ricith commiffion; and without letting either the French Ta ha 
ninifter or Dr. Franklin know of it, prepared all things. { i 4 
s far as poffible for treating officially whenever a new ee 
‘ommiffion fhould be received. On the roth of Sep- ny 
ember, Mr. Jay had put into his hands the following ioe 
‘opy of a tranflation of a letter to count de Vergennesm= Can hs 
i N°225, Philadelphia, March 13, 1782. Sir, Gen. A a | 
Greene affirms, that in no one ftate is attachment to in- 4 a 
Jependency carried to a higher pitch, than in South (Oe 
Warolina: but that this affection is yet exceeded by the i a. 
jatred borne to England. Mr. Mathews, governor in 
the room of Mr. Rutledge, has communicated to per- 
ons of the moft influence in: his ftate, the ultimatum 
pf the month of laft, who approved of ‘the 
‘claufes in general, and particularly that one which leaves 
| “ie the 
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1782. the king mafter of the terms of the treaty of peace or truce} 
excepting independence and the treaties of commerce and} 
alliance. Mr.S. Adams is ufing all his endeavours to raife f 
in the {tate of Maffachufetts a {trong oppofition to peace, if} 
the eaftern ftates are not thereby admitted to the fifheries 
and particularly to that of Newfoundland. Mr. Adams} 
delights in trouble and difficulty. He could not have; 
ufed a fitter engine than the fitheries, for ftirring up the 
paflions of the eaftern people, and renewing the quettion!’ 
that had Jain dormant during his two years abfence at) 
Bofton. The reigning toaft in the ealt is—May thei 
United States ever maintain their right to the fifoeries! It: 
would be dangerous informing the people through the: 
public papers. The king however may caufe to be in- ! 
timated to congrefs or the minifter, his furprife that the; 
Newfoundland fifheries have been included in the addi-/ 
tional inftruétions; that the United States fet forth; 
therein pretenfions without paying regard to the king’s| 
rights, and without confidering the impoffibility of their: 
making conquefts, and keeping what belongs to Britains: 
Fis majefty might caufe a promife to be given to con-) | 
erefs of his afliftance for procuring admiffion fo rhe other ' 
Jferies, declaring however that he would not be anfwerable- 
for the fuccefs, and that he is bound to nothing, as the: 
treaty makes no mention of that article. . The. deck 
tion being made before the peace, the hopes of the 
people could not be fupported, nor could it one day : 
hereafter be faid, that we left them in the dark on this : 
point. It were to be withed, that this declaration fhould | 
be made, while New York, Charleftown and Penobfeot | 
are in the enemy’s hands. There are fome judicious | 
perfons to whom we ‘may fpeak of giving up the fifh- | 


cries, 


i 
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eries, and the lands of the weft for the fake of peace ; 17826 


but there are enthufiafts who fly out at this idea, and 


their numbers cannot fail of increafing when the Englith 


are expelled. ‘The divifion is nearly equal in congrefs 
and among the ftates; and-our influence can incline the 


beam, either for peace or war, which ever we may 


choofe. Let his majefty hkewife caufe a memorial to 


be delivered to congrefs, wherein fhould be ftated the 


ufe made by minifters of the powers intrufted to them 
by that affembly, and the impediments which may have 


‘ftood in the way of a fuller fatisfa€tion on every point. 


It is remarked by fome, that as England has other fith- 


erties befide Newfoundland, fhe may perhaps endeavour 
that the Americans fhould partake in that of the erand 
bank, in order to conciliate their affection, or procure 
| them fome compenfation, or create a fubje@ of jealoufy 
between them and us; but it does not feem likely, that 


fhe will act fo contrary to her own intereft; and was fhe 
fo to do, it will be for the better to have declared at an 


early period to the Americans, that their pretenfion is 
not founded, ‘and that his majefty does not mean to 
|) fupport it. 


Barbé Marbois.” 

Mr. Jay told Mr. Ofwald-—« If lord Shelburne 
means to have the United States friends, as he cannot 
have them for /udjeéfs, their independence muft be ac- 


knowledged in the beginning. While their indepen- 
dence is not acknowledged directly or indiretly, they 
will be obliged by the treaty to continue annexed to 


France till fuch acknowledgment is made, and fo to fight .. 


the battles and promote the views of France. Inde- 


pendence muit be acknowledged, that fo the Americans k 


may .be feparated from France, and a peace be accom- 
; plifhed: 
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:782- plithed: and if they are not admitted to the fifhery and 
the weftern Jands, there will be continual bickerings, and | 
a friendfhip be prevented.” Ofwald was at length con- |! 
vinced, by frequently difcourfing with Jay, that a new | 
commiffion muft be granted. That all future objections 
and. difficulties might be precluded, he defired Jay to } 
give him a draught of one, which fhould be fully to his j 
fatisfaction : this was done. oi 

The firft confidential fecretary of count de Vergennes | 
drew up a memoir, which when Mr. Jay had perufed ! 
he was apprehenfive, that the French court would, at a. 


peace, oppofe the extenfion of the territory of the United 
States to the Mifliffippi, together with their claim to the ! 
free navigation of that river—-would probably fupport ' 
the Britith claims to all the country above the 31 degre¢ 
of latitude, and certainly to all the country north of the | 
- Ohio—and that, if America fhould not agree to divide 
with Spain in the manner propofed by count D’Arandaj H 
the French court would then aid Spain in negotiating - 
with Britain for the territory fhe wanted, and would | 
agree that the refidue fhould remain to Britain. he « 
Spanifh minifter had propofed, that the weftern line of 1 
the United States fhould run from a lake near the con- } 
fines of Georgia, but eaft of Flynt river, to the conflus | 
ence of the Canaway with the Ohio, thence round the ; 
weftern fhores of Lake Erie and Huron, and thence 
round, Lake Michigan to Lake Superior. The propos : 
fitions. offered in the memoir by Mr. Rayneval were ( 
fuppofed to be the fentiments of Vergennes. Mr. Ray- | 
neval left Paris. Mr. Jay learned from good authority 
that.on the morning of his departure, count D’ Aranda | 
had, contrary, to his afual practice, gone with poft-horfes | 
; | to | 
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with Vergennes and Rayneval, before the latter fet out 
for England. All thefe facts taken together, Jay conjec- 
| tured that Rayneval was fent to let lord Shelburne know, 
| that the demands of America to be treated by Britain 
_as independent, previous to a treaty, were not approved 
of or countenanced by the French court, and that the 
offer of Britain to make that acknowledgment in an 
atticle of the propofed treaty was in the court’s opinion 
fufficient—to found his lordfhip on the fubje& of the 
fithery, and to difcover whether Britain would agree ta 
divide it with France to the exclufion of all others—to 
imprefs his lordfhip with the determination of Spain to 
poffets the exclufive navigation of the gulph of Mexico, 
and of their defire to keep the Americans from the 
Miffiffippi, and alfo to hint the propriety of fuch a ling 
as on the one hand would fatisty Spain, and on the 
other leave to Britain all the country north of the Ohio 
—and to make fuch other verbal overtures to his lord~ 


{hip as it might not be advilable to reduce to writing, 
nd to judge from the general tenor of his lordfhip’s 
ee and converfation, whether it was probable that 
ij2 general peace in terms, agreeable to France, could be 
effected, that fo an immediate ftop might be put to the 
negotiation, if that was not the caie. 
_ Mr. Jay upon this fent for Mr. V ~, and ac- 
quainted him that he muft go over immediately to Lon- 
don. An exprefs being inftantly going of, Mr. V 
ddreffed.a line to lord Shelburne, and defired his lord- 
ce to enter into no bufinefs with Mr. Rayneval, tk 
Vee— had firft feen him. Jay gave V all the infore 


Vou, IV. ya ) which 


fo Verfailles, and was two or three hours im conference 1782e 


mation he wifhed to have communicated to his lordfhips. 
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proceeded | 
the next day for London. Soon after his arrival, the | 

new commiflion was iffued, and Mr. Ofwald was em | 
powered to treat with the United States as actually in- | 
dependent, and with their commiffioners only. When |i 
Mr. Adams was informed of it, he left Holland. | He |: 
arrived at Paris on the 26th of Oétober; and as foon | 
as poflible waited upon Mr. Jay. A plan was fettled} 
between them, how to proceed in the negotiation. When } 
Dr. Franklin afterward joined them, Mr. Adams told! 
him, that he and Mr. Jay had determined to negotiate 1 
with Mr. Ofwald without confulting or being advifed by 
count de Vergennes. ‘The doctor made no reply to its | 
but the next morning told them, that he would act with: 
them in‘ that way. i 
Mr. Rayneval being in company with them after his : 
return to Paris, afked them what they demanded as to) 
the fifheries; and was anfwered— We infift on enjoy- 
ing aright in common to them with Britain.” The 
other intimated that their views fhould not extend further 
than a coaft fifhery ; and infinuated that pains had lately: 
been taken in the eaftern ftates, to excite their appre- : 
henfions and increafe their demands on that head. He: 
was told that fuch a right was effential to them, and that 
their people would not be content to make peace with= 
outit. Dr. Franklin explained very fully the importance | 
of the fifheries to the eaftern ftates in particular.. Rayneval 
then foftened his manner, and obferved, that it was nae 

tural for France to with better to the United States than 
to England; but as the fitheries were a great nurfery for 
feamen, they might fuppofe England would be difinelined| 
to let others fhare in it, and that for his part he wifhed | 
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‘there might be as few obftacles to a peace as poffible, 1782 
He reminded them alfo, that Mr. Ofwald’s new com- 
miffion had been iffued pofterior to his arrival at London, 
The fifheries labored for fome time. The Britith 
miniftry were for excluding the Americans from fifhing 
within three leagues of any of the coafts belonging to 
Britain, and within fifteen of Louifburgh. Mr. Adams 
told Mr. Ofwald, that the New England ftates had no 
ftaple without the fifhery—that the fitheries entered into 
all their trade—that were they excluded from them, the 
Britifh would not be benefited by it, for the French 
would get the trade—that Britain would have nothing to 
‘ear from a number of American {failors at fuch a dif- 
ance, whatever they might have from the French who 
were near—that the fifhermen would break through fuch 
imits, whatever care might be ufed to prevent it, which 
inight prove a bone of contention, and bring on another 
War after a few years. Mr. Ofwald made a great diffi- 
julty about acknowledging the right of the Americans 
9 the fifheries; and was for lca the word /iberty. 
after awhile Mr. Adams faid—*“ They have a right 
very way. ‘The banks are only fo many leagues from 
Ine Americans, but they are fo many from the Euro- 
eans; if the latter have a right by nature, certainly the 
omer have. We have fought together with the Eng- 
fh in their wars for the enjoyment of them, and with 
nem we have poffefied them; and therefore we have a 
ll right.” "The word right was agreed to be inferted 
i the treaty. The article of the fithery coft the Ame- 
can commiffioners, all the induftry, fkill and addrefg 
vat they were matters of. Mr. Laurens’s prefence with 
is 8s brother commiffioners the two laft days was of great 
Ane -fervice. 


1782-fervice. He propofed the infertion of a paragrap’ 
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{ters and ambafiadors, as well as others in and aboy 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


4) 
againft carrying away any negroes or other property, 


belonging to the American inhabitants. He appeare) 
deeply imprefied with the lofs of his fon; but thé ve 
nerable hero thanked God that he had fuch a fon, o 
who was willing to lofe his life in the caufe of his countr 4 
The American commiffioners expedited the negotia 
tion with the utmoft affiduity ; and on the 3oth of No 
vember, provifional articles were agreed upon and fign, 
ed, to take effec whenever terms of peace fhould b, 
finally fettled with the court of France. The bufine; 
was finifhed fo privately and unexpectedly, that mini 


i 


the court of Verfailles, were furprifed upon hearing th; 
news. ‘Che fiening of the provifional articles will pre: 
bably fufpend the hoftile operations of France and Spair: 
till ic is known whether a general peace can be agree; 
upon. They have collected their fleets at Cadiz to th 
amount of near forty fhips of the line, which are de: 
tined for the Weft Indies, and are to be commande; 
by count d’Eftaing; who is to convoy thither fevers 
thoufand French troops under the marquis de la Fayett: 
Had not the American commiffioners improved th, 
precious moment that offered, without entangling them 
felves by confulting count de Vergennes, the Britith m; 
niftry might have been changed, and thofe events hav, 
fucceeded, which would have kept the United State, 
much Jonger from the poffeffion of their independence.: 
We mutt now quit the negotiations of peace for th 
operations which relate to war. By the French gazet 
it appears, that capt. de la Peroufe, commanding | 
divifion of his moft chriftian majelty’s fleet, has deftroye 
uae th 
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lofs fuftained by the Hudfon’s-bay Company at about 
|s00,0001. fterling. 
_ The gentlemen of the county of Suffolk propofed 
building a fhip of the line for the ufe of government, 
and began a fubfcription for the purpofe. The plan 
was to be carried into immediate execution, when twelve 
other counties had agreed to follow the example. There 
was fubfcribed in the whole 210671]. 19s. 6d. The 
propofal anfwered a good purpofe, as may be feen by 
the following extract of a letter from Wm. Middleton 
elgs to the corporation of Ipfwich.—< Sept. 7. It is 
. fingular fatisfaction I can inform you, that the fpi- 
ited refolve of this county, has already had its defired 
effect on the court of France. Mr. Fitzherbert, now. 
at Paris, writes word, that nothing but a decifive vic- 
tory at fea, could have had fo ftriking an effect on that 
court, as the refolves of this and the other counties, to 
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jouild thi ips of war by voluntary contributions, for the 
ufe of the public.” But Sir James Lowther diftinguifh- 
ed himielf by a noble fingularity, which few had power 
‘0 follow: On the 6th of September, he waited on lord 
Keppel, and after expreffing his concern that county 
ubfcriptions for building men of war went on languidly, 
vequefted his lordfhip to prefent his duty to the king, 
und at the fame time befeech his majefty to accept a 
man of war of the line from him, completely manned, 
7étualled, and fitted for action. Lord Keppel, afto- 
uithed at fuch an unexampled inftance of generofity in 
\ private oentleman, affured Sir James that his requeft 
ould be inftantly complied with, which it et EE 


r 
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the fettlements at Hudfon’s-bay. He computes the 1782. 
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£782¢ was; and the king received the offer with that mark of | 
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-refpe&t which became his majefty. 
Ten men of war (including count de Graft’ s thips | | 
taken by admiral Rodney) with a large fleet of mer- 
chantmen from Jamaica, fuffered exceedingly by a tre-/ 
mendous gale of wind off Newfoundland on the 17th | 
of September, and fince by captures. The Ville de 
Paris, and the Gloricux foundered, and only one man} 
out of the compliment of both thips efcaped to tell their) 
melancholy fate. The Heétor alfo funk; but being | 
defcried in time by a fhow that made toward them, the) 
crew were faved. The captain’s name was John Hill, | 
though his veffel was {mall for the purpofe, yet he took’ 
on board upward of 200 men belonging to the Heétor. | 
He threw part of his cargo overboard to make room 
for them; and generoufly fhared his provifions with 
them to the hazard of wanting himfelf. The ereatnels 
of the rifk he ran appears from hence, that the laft cafk 
of water was broached on the day that land was difco-: 
vered. The Ramilics went down, but her people were | 
faved by the merchantmen in company. The Centaur 
was likewite loft, and all her company, except twelve, 
with the captain, “who got into the only <n 
boat. They traverfed a ee of near 800 miles in the | 
Atlantic ocean, without compafs or quadrant, and with | 
a blanket for a fail. They had only two bifcuits di- 
vided among them. every twenty-four hours ; and as 
much water during that fpace to every man, as the neck | 
of a wine bottle broken off would hold.» At the expi- 
ration of fixteen days, when the laft divifion of bifeuit' 
and water had been made, to their jinexprefible joy. 
they difcovered the Portugueze ifland of Fayal, where | 
| they 


| 
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|) ried into L’Orient 17 of the Jamaica fleet. The whol¢ 

number of prizes brought into that port by them, from 
| the beginning of the year to the end of October, amounts 
to 32; exclufive of what have arrived in other ports of 


France, 
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Paris, Deca 30: 473 3+ 
Frienp G. 


A HE Governor of the Univerfe, to whofe juftice 
appealed, having fo ordered events that peace is at length 


‘dence upon affairs of a public nature, 

Mr. Francis Dana, your late American refident at 
Peterfburgh, but who failed from thence for America 
‘on the 7th of Auguft, labored to obtain a reception 
in his public character ; but received from the Ruffian 
‘minifter, in anfwer to his application, the following de- 
claration.—‘* I have to renew to you, Sir, the expref- 
fion of fatisfaétion with which her Imperial majefty is 
impreffed by the mark of attention which your confti- 


clothed with a public character 5 and to aflure you, that 
Z 4 fhe 


cuents have paid her, in fending to her a perfon exprefsly 
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"they fafely arrived at night. The American cruilers car-! 7826 


and determination all the late belligerent powers 1783 


) fully reftored, the-prefent letter fhall clofe my correfpon-_ 
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1782: fhe will acknowledge, you with pleafure in that quality, 
the inftant that the definitive treaties which are at the 
_ eve.of being concluded, fhall have been executed—her 
delicacy being a law to her, not to take, before that 
time, a ftep which might not be confidered as corre= 
fponding with thofe which have characterized her ftri@ 
neutrality during the courfe of the late war. Notwith- 
ftanding which the emprefs repeats, that you may en- 
joy not only for your own honor, but alfo for your coun- 
trymen, who may come into her empire on commercial | 
bufinefs, or otherwife, the moft favorable reception and } 
the protection of-the laws of nations. The condu& | 
which the empreis has held during the courfe of the 
war, fufficiently witnefies in favor of the impartiality of } 


f 


| 
t) 


her fentiments, and puts an end to every difcuffion on | 
that point, and ought to make you entirely eafy.” 
While the negotiations for peace were carrying on | 
between Great Britain, France, Spain and Holland, news ; 
was received from the Eaft Indies, but fuch as had not | 
a favorable afpect on the Britih intereft in that quate y 
#782.ter. Adm. Suffrein, with twelve fhips of the line, and 
Apnl adm. Hughes with eleven, engaged afrefh on the rath i 
"of April (2732. ;This aétion appears to have been the { 
moft bloody that had been fought during the war; down } 
to that period, in proportion. to» the number of Suipal 
The Britith had 144 killed, and 430 wounded, The 
French after that proceeded to land a body of troops, | 
which, being joined by fome thoufand feapoys fent by 3 
Hyder Ally, invefted and reduced Cuddalore on me 
coaft of Coromandel. When the preliminary articles r 
between Britain, France and Spain were exchanged, on | 
the 3d of laft February, further advices were received : 
from 


AC Me Egy COALN Oe RUERW OSE TE ON, 


from the Eaft Indies, giving an account, that notwith- 1782° 


ftanding a victory which Sir Eyre Coote gained over 


Hyder Ally on the 2d of June 1782, the latter kept the 


field; and fix days after, by the help of his numerous 
cavalry, furrounded and cut off an advanced body of 
the Britifh army, and continued to harafs it much in 


its march. Shortly after Sir Eyre’s bad health obliged 


him to relinquifh his command. The French fleet be- 
ing fully repaired left Cuddalore, and on the sth of July 


-eame in fight of the Britifh at Negapatam. Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes immediately put to fea. The next day July 


he commenced a clofe action with Monf. de Suffrein, 
Both fleets fuffered much, and at night anchored at no great: 
diftance from each other. In the morning the French 
fhips failed to Cuddalore; while the Britifh were fo da- 


| maged in their rigging that they could not purfue. Suf- 
frein refitted his fquadron with the utmoft expedition, 
} put to fea the beginning of Auguft, formed a junétion 
with a number of French tranfports and fome men of 


war, and failed dire&tly for Trincomale, which ftrren- 
dered to him on the laft day of the month. Hughes 


upon gaining intelligence at Madras of what was going 


forward, failed inftantly for the relief of the place; but 
did not arrive before it till the 2d of September. The 


including one fifty, was ready to receive him. The en- 
gasement began about noon with great fury on each 


fide’; and continued with equal obftinacy till about feven, 
~when the French admiral drew off, after having loft 


both his mizen and main-majft, and had feveral fhips 
greatly damaged. He returned to Trincomale at night, 
but 
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_fhext morning Suffrein came out of the bay with 15 fhips Sept. 
of the line, including 3 fifties. Hughes, with only twelve, 
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+783. but loft a 74 gun fhip in re-entering the harbour. This 

was the fourth battle that had been fought between Sir 

_ Edward Hughes and Monf. de Suffrein within feven 

months. Never before had there been fo obftinate a 

competition for the maftery of the Indian ocean. Though 

the bravery and {kill of the Britifh admiral and failors 

prevented Suffrein’s availing himfelf of his fuperiority } 

for the capturing of his enemy’s fhips, yet he difplayed 

uncommon courage, and exerted himfelf in fuch a man- | 

ner, as fhowed him to be an able commander and a } 

determined foe. About the 20th of September, Sir 5 

Richard Bickerton, with a fquadron of five fhips of the 

jine, and near 5000 men, arrived at Madras. a | 

In December laft Hyder Ally died. Upon which 

gen. Mathews was ordered by the prefidency of Bom- } 

bay, to proceed with his whole force into the country of , 

Canaree, in order to poffefs Bednore, the capital, where ; 

Hyder’s immenfe treafures were fuppofed to be, toge- ; 

ther with all his magazines for war. As the place was 

incapable of refiftance, it was delivered up to the Brie | 

tifh general upon his appearing before it, together with , 

the province, by capitulation, The general imprifoned. 

the Indian governor in direct violation of the articles, ] 

and committed various irregularities, After that the , 
general befieged Mangalore, the principal fea port and 
marine arfenal ef Hyder Ally, which furrendered on 

Mar. the gth of March. ‘Tippoo Saib, who had faced 
to his father Hyder Aily’s defigns as well as his power; 
refolved to relinquifh the Carnatic ; and marched with | 

above 100,000 men to refcue Bednore. Gen. | 

though he had only between 2 and 3000 troops, of whom J 
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abgut 700 were Europeans, determined to march ie | 
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plain. The conteft was fhort; his handful of men was 
totally routed with great flaughter; and he was obliged 


| with the broken remains of his force to take fhelter in 
the fortrefs, which ftood upon an eminence nigh the 
| town. After a fiege of near three weeks, the garrifon 
_ obtained terms from Tippoo Saib, fecuring their private 


property upon their delivering up what was public, and 


| promifing them fafe conduct toBombay. Thefe condi- 
| tions depriving them of the immentfe booty they had 
acquired, they determined upon eluding the fame by 


dividing the treafure among themfelves. Tippoo Saib, 
when the contrivance was difcovered, confidered the ar- 
ticles as annulled by this breach of faith; put both of- 
ficers and men under confinement, and ftripped them 
of all they poftefled. When they had fuffered many 


} indignities, they were fent to a fort up the country loaded 
| with irons. The general and feveral officers are thought 
to have been put to death with circumftances of great 


eruelty. The fuccefs that followed the recovery of his 
capital, encouraged Tippoo Saib to befiege Mangalore ; 


and the garrifon was red uced to great extremity. But 


they were relieved by the news of the general peace, 
which arrived in July. 

| Sir Eyre Coote went by fea to Bengal for the reco. 
very of his health. When upon his return to Madras, 


| he was chafed forty-eight hours by two French men of 


war. The folicitude and fatioue he underwent in con- 
tinuing nearly the whole time upon deck, occafioned a 
relapfe. He got fafe into port on the 26th of April, 
and died the day after his arrival, at a jun@ture when 
his abilities were greatly wanted, ‘Though the re- 

1. treat 
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the capital, and give battle to Tippoo Saib in an open #7%3- 
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1783. treat of Tippoo Saib from the Carhatic was of eminent } 
fervice; yet the prefidency of Madras were not fatisfied, | 
while the French pofleffed Cuddalore in the neighbour- 

hood. General Stuart, who had fucceeded to the com- 
mand of the Britifh army, was ordered to reduce it. 
The garrifon was numerous, and compofed of chofen 
hardy veterans from among the French, and a num- | 
ber of Tippoo Saib’s beft troops whom he had left 
with them. The general began to befiege the place 
about the beginning of June, and while he prefied it by 
land, Sir Edward Hughes lay off the harbour to cut 
off its communication by fea. But on the 20th of June, 
Mr. de Suffrein approached him with 17 fhips of the | 
line, two more than Sir Edward had. An engagement 
commenced about four in the afternoon, and lafted three | 
hours. The French retired in the night to Pondicherry, | 
whither the Britifh followed them. ‘The fiege was con- _ 
tinued, till the news of a general peace in Europe put 
an end to all hoftilities. | . a 
Whenthe preliminary articles of peace came etobetaken 
into confideration by the Britifh parliament on the 17th of 
February, upward of 450 members were prefent in the _ 
houfe of commons. Great debates enfued, and the con 
between miniftry and oppofition was fupported with un+ 
abating fervor on each fide during the whole night. 
When the divifion took place at eight the enfuing morn- 4 
ing, the propofed minifterial addrefs on the peace was - 
rceiul by a majority of fixteen, 208 voting for it, and | 
224 againft it, in favor of an amendment propofed by 4 
lord John Cavendifh. Mr. Thomas Pitt, who opened | 
the debate, and moved for the addrefs, afferted, that 
from the papers on the table it appeared, that the Jatt 


| 


| by which a reciprocal reftirution of all the places and 
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difgraceful war had coft the nation confiderably more 1733. ! 
than the glorious war of the duke of Marlborough, and Ct 
the ftill more glorious war of lord Chatham, and indeed ea 
than all the wars put together in which the nation had | Tare 
been engaged from the revolution to the peace of Aix ie 
la Chapelle. In the houfe of lords the addrefs moved 

by miniftry was carried in their favor by 72 votes again{t 14 
_ When the preliminary articles between Great Britain, 

France and Spain, were agreed upon, a fufpenfion of 

arms took place with refpect to Holland. But it was 


not till the 2d of September, that preliminary articles | | 
between the Dutch and the Britifh were figned at Paris; Ph i q 


territories taken on either fide, Negapatam excepted, 
was agreed upon. The navigation of the eaftern feas 


was alfo to be free and unmolefted to the Britith thip- i iy 
| ping in all parts. Thefe two articles are the only ob- ‘| 
jects worthy of fpecial notice. “Trincomale will be re- i i i 
ftored to the Dutch by the French, agreeable to the de- a 
claration made by Mr. de Vergennes on the 2d of De- om 


cember 1782, in his moft chriftian majefty’s name, 
that it was his invariable intention to reftore to their high | 
mightineffes fuch of their colonies as might remain in ene 


his hands, whenever the conclufion of a general peace 
would enable his majefty to give the republic this new 
mark of his affection toward it. The ratification of the 
preliminary articles was exchanged with the duke of 
Manchefter on the 29th of September by the plenipo- 
tentiaries of their high mightinefles. 

On the 3d of September, the definitive’ treaties be- Seps 
tween Great Britain, France and Spain, were figned at 3° 
Veriailles 


1783. Verfailles by the duke of Manchefter, and the plenipo- 
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tentiaries of the faid courts. On the fame day, the 
definitive treaty with Great Britain and the United States | 
of America was alfo figned at Paris, by David Hart- | 
ley efq; the Britifh plenipotentiary, and the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the faid ftates. On the roth, John Adams | 
efq; wrote to you (as his own hand will inform you, |} 
fhould not the letter mifcarry )— I hope that private’ | : 
honefty will not be violated in any debt, and that as” | 
much moderation may be fhown towards the tories | 
poffible. The ftipulations fhould be facred, and the re- | 
commendations at leaft treated with decency, and feri- | 
oufly confidered. I cannot help faying, I with they” 
could be complied with.-When I agreed that congrefs } 
fhould recommend, I was fincere. I then wifhed and 
ftill wifh, that the recommendation may be agreed to. | 
This is unpopular no doubt: but treaties are folemn | 
Siig in which there fhould be no mental refervations, Aj 
~ When New York and Penobfcot are evacuated, the a 
P people may be cooler—it will be an ugly bone of cons 
tention, I always dreaded it, and would sie avoided: 
it, if it had been poffible, but it was not.” The pro- ; 
per communication of this letter may produce, at leaf — 
in the Maflachufetts ftate, a degree of moderation to- 
ward the royalifts, the want of which is too hinglgl ai 
evident in the proceedings of your various town-meet- 
ings, ah 
Now that the espdenyitiei of war have ceafed, a fabs | 
ject entirely novel has offered, which engages the atten- ob 
tion and admiration of all orders of people. — a 
It having been obferved, that a ball filled with in- | 
flammable air would afcend till that and the external» 
alr 
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golfier made experiments, firft with a elobe of linen and 
paper, of 105 feet circumference, and then with one of 
taffety, done over with elaftic gum, 36 feet in circum- 
ference. The afcent of both anfwered fo fully the ex- 
pettation of every one prefent, that Mr. Montgolfier 
exhibited a new trial of his aeroftatic machine, alias air 


and 46 in diameter, containing 60,000 cubic feet, and 
was capable of lifting up about fixteen hundred weight. 
jc had .a gallery annexed to it, wherein the marquis 
d’Alandes and Mr. de Rozier placed themfelves. About 
54 minutes after one, the feveral powers by which it 
was held down being removed, it rofe in a majeftic man- 
ner, and the aérial navigators were foon out of fight. 
When it was at leaft three thoufand feet high, it re- 
mained hovering in view. Its paflage was {uch that-all 
Paris had’ an opportunity of beholding it. When the 
trayellers found they had paffed the metropolis, and 
were over the open fields, they defcended with the ut- 
moft compofure, after a progrefs of 30,000 feet within 
293 minutes. The affair was attefted at five o’clock the 
fame afternoon, by the fignatures of the duke of Po-= 
| lignac, the duke of Guines, Benjamin Franklin and 


took a fimilar expedition on the 1ft of December. 
three quarters after one, they rofe with their chariot an- 
nexed to the balloon in the midfbof a profound filence; 
occafioned by the emotion and aftonifhment of all par- 
ties. When they were arrived at the height of about 
300 fathom, they moved in an horizontal courle by re- 
culating 


others. Since then Mefirs. Charles and Robert under- 
At Dec, 
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air of the atmofphere were in equilibrium ; Mr. Mont- 1783 


balloon, at the caftle de la Muette on the 23d of No- Noy. 
vember in the afternoon. ‘The balloon was 70 feet high 23. 
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. : ! 
_ their banners, and perceived that thefe fignals redoubled) 
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heard the gun, which’was the fignal of their difappear- 
ing from the obfervers at Paris. They then ceafed te 
confine themfelves to an horizontal direction ; and gave 
themfelves up to the contemplation of the varied fcenes 
in the open country beneath them. They fhouted vive 
le voy, and heard their fhouts re-echoed. They waved 


the joy and fecurity of thofe below. ‘They feveral times 
defcended near enough to be heard. They reached the, 
plains of Nefle about half after three. ‘Their whole paf-) 
fage made about g Paris leagues, which they ran over, 
in two hours, with fcarcely any fenfible agitation in the! 
air. They had not long defcended to the ground, be-; 
fore the duke de Chartres, the duke Fitz-James, and. 
a number of horfemen, who had followed them from, 
Paris, galloped up to and joined them. How far thefe, 
amufements will extend, and how long they will be fol-+ 
lowed, depends upon the fafety that attends them and the 
tafte of the public: but fhould they be difcontinued for, 
ages, till all traditionary traces of them are loft, they, 
will be confidered as lying legends in the faithful pages) 
of modern hiftory. It only remains to be mentioned,’ 
that that minifterial phenomenon, which has been exhi 
bited to the Britifh nation ever fince the beginning 0 
laft April, in the coalition between lord North and the, 
honorable Charles Fox, ended the rgth of December; 
by a royal meffage, importing that it was the king’s, 
pleafure, that they fhould deliver to him the feals of, 
their refpective offices as his majefty’s principal fecre- 
taries of ftate. . | ei 
| LE Be 
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Roxbury, Fune 30, 1732 


'T HE laft year a court was conftituted in purfuance 1733; 
I of the gth article of the confederation, to hear 

and finally determine the ‘difpute between the ftates of 
Pennfylvania and Connetticut, refpeCting certain lands. 
They gave it as their opinion, that Connecticut had no. 
right to the lands in controverfy; and that the jurifdic- ne 
tion and pre-emption of all the territory lying within au. 
the charter boundary of Pennfylvania, claimed by Con- Ca 
neCticut, did of right belong to Pennfylvania. ‘heir 1g 
|proceedings and fentence were returned to congrefs, and, | 
jjordered on the 3d of January'to be ene among the eA i I 
atts of congrefs. i i 
The ae arenteniGein’ of a fpeedy peace, with the a | Hil 
fetings of the American army under gen. Wajihington, need 
produced, the laft December an addrefs and petition of Hi ray 
the officers to the United States in congrefs afiembled. i 
N)The contents comprehended the following articles— cat 
prefent pay—a fettlement of the accounts of the arrear~ 

ages of pay, and fecurity for what is due—a commuta-~_ | 
tion of the half-pay allowed by different refolutions of. ie 
congrefs, for an equivalent in grofs—a fettlement of the MAT 
accounts of deficiencies of rations, and compenfation—a 
fettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of clothing 
and corpenfation. The figning officers on the part of 
the Maffachufetts, the Conneéticut, the New York, the 
New Jerfey, and the New Hampfhire lines, at their 
oe Be Aa canton- 
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1783ecantonments on Hudfon’s river, faid—‘* We complain 
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that fhadows have been offered to us, while the fubftance 
has been gleaned by others. Our diftrefles are now 
brought to a point. We have borne all that men can 
bear—our property is expended—our private refources | 
are at an end, and our friends are wearied out and dif 
eufted with our inceflant applications. It woud be cri- | 
minal in the officers to conceal the general diffatisfaction. | 
which prevails, and is gaining ground in the army, | 
from the preffure of evils and injuries, which, in the } 
courfe of feven long years, have made their condition: | 
in. many inftances wretched. “They therefore entiea 
that congrefs, to convince the army and. the. world, that, 
the independence of America fhall not be placed on, 
the ruin of any particular clafs of her citizens, will point | 
out a mode for immediate redrefs.” Gen. M‘Dougall, | 
and colonels Brooks and Ogden, were chofen a com- , 
mittee to wait upon congrefs. While the bufinefs was, 
pending, certain public creditors. and others at Phila, , 
delphia, were contriving how to employ the army for, 
the eftablifhing of continental funds. ‘The financier, , 
Mr. Robert Morris, or rather Mr. Governeur Morris, ) 
is fufpected to have been at the bottom of the fcheme? 


( 


the latter is allowed to be a man of great abilities, b | 
is thought to be one of the moft dangerous upon the , 
continent. Officers and foldiers were to be thrown into , 
fuch a paroxy{m of rage and reientment, as fhould drive | 
them into the attempt. of compelling congreis to come | 
ply with their own demands, and thofe of the public, 
creditors, who were to arm and join them. ’ Letters 
were fent to certain military perfons in whom the greateft 
confidence was placed, that fo affairs might be nage 

nefs.. 


5 


delinquent ftates, to do juftice. When the minds of 
the army were thought to be prepared by thefe means, 
“anonymous invitations were circulated on the roth, re- Mar. 


- fince to have been drawn up by major Armftrong] were 


while they had arms in their hands. ‘To fap the influ- 


the man who would advife to more moderation and 
| longer forbearance.” As foon as gen. Wathington ob- 
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nefs. Mean while reports were propagated in Philadel. 1783 
phia, that dangerous combinations were forming in the 
army whereas the troops were apparently extremely 4 
guiet, notwithftanding their temper was very irritable 
on account of their long protracted fufferings. At length, 
upon the arrival of a particular gentleman from Phila- 
delphia in camp, about the 8th of March, fuch fenti- 
ments as the following were immediately and induftri- | 
oufly circulated—That it was univerfally expected that | 
the army would not difband, till they had-obtained juf- 
tice—That the public creditors looked up to them for 
redrefs of their erievances, would afford them every aid, 
and even join them in the field if neceflary—-That fome 
members of congrefs wifhed the meafure might take 
effect, in order to compel the public, particularly the 


: i Seep: 
IOs Seas! 


_guefting a general meeting of the officers on the next nee 


day. At the fame inflant many manufcript copies of | 
an addrefs to the officers [though anonymous, known m4 


feattered in every ftate line of the army. It was in a 
peculiar manner calculated to inflame every breaft, and 
to provoke all to unite in redreffing their own grievances 


ence of the commander in chief, fhould he attempt to 
counteract the meafure, they were directed to “ faufpe& 


tained the knowledge of thefe papers, after taking no- 
tice, in general orders of the 41th, of the anonymous | 
cou. Aa 2 invi- 
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1783-jnvitations, he requefted the general and field officers, | 
with one officer from each company, and a proper re~ 
prefentation from the ftaff of the army, to affemble on 
the following Saturday, the 15th. This he did, “ in 
order to refcue the foot that ftood wavering on the pre- | 
cipice of defpair, from tal-ing, while the paffions were | 
inflamed; thofe fteps which would have led to the abyf | 
of mifery. He acted upon the principle, that it is | 
eafier to divert from a wrong to a right path, than it is | 
to recall the hafty and fatal fteps which have been al- [ 
ready taken.” ‘The period previous to the officers af | 
fembling, was improved by the general for foftening ! 
them down. ‘The treatment they had met with, the fut. | 
picions they had entertained of a defign to trick them, | 
the {trong indications that had appeared of an inclination / 
fo to do, and other occurrences, had imbittered their | 
fpirits ; fo that it was with the utmoft difficulty, that he 
could calm and bring them to a temper which promifed 
an happy iffue to the meeting he had propofed. He 
fent for one officer after another, and talked to them. 
privately, fetting before them the ill confequences of vie’ 
olent meafures, and the lofs of character that would fol ' 
low ; and brought feveral to their tears.’ Numbers were 
prevailed upon to relinquifh their intentions, and apreed 
to purfue moderate meafures. A fecond addrefs ap- 
peared on the rath, wherein the author artfully infinu- 
ated, that the general approved of their difcuffing the’ 
 fubjeét, which had been propofed by himfelf in the firft. 
Mar. When the officers were convened on the 15th, thofe 
15° who were for moderate meafures contrived that general 
Gates, who was thought to be too much in favor of the 
_reverfe, fhould be chofen prefident. After that, the 
. 5 com- 
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commander in chief addreffed the meeting. The firlt 1783¢ 


and largeft part of the fpeech was employed in coun- 
teracting the effects produced by the anonymous papers. 
His excellency thus exprefled himfelf—“ The author of 
the addrefs is entitled to much credit for the goodnefs of 
his pen; and I could with he had as ‘much credit for 
_ the rectitude of his heart.—He was right to infinuate 
_ the darkeft fufpicion to effect the blackeft defign.—My 
God! what can this writer have in view by recommend- 
‘ing fuch meafures? Can he be a friend to the army ? 
Can he be a friend to this country? Rather is he not an 
infidious foe ? Some emiflary perhaps, from New York, 
plotting the ruin of both, by fowing the feeds of difcord 
and feparation between the civil and military powers of 
the continent?” He afterward pledged himfelf in the 


| moft unequivocal manner to exert all his abilities in their 


favor; requefted them ro rely on the faith of their coun- 
try, and to place a full confidence in the purity of the 
intentions of congrefs; and conjured them, in the name 
of their common country, as they valued their honor, 
as they refpected the rights of humanity, and as they 
regarded the military and national character of America, 
to exprefs their utmoft deteftation of the man, who 
-withes, under any {pecious pretences, to overturn the 
liberties of their country ; and who wickedly attempts to 
open the flood gates of civil difcord, and deluge their 
tifing empire in blood, | 
- It was happy for the army and country, that, when 
his excellency had finifhed and withdrawn, no one rofe : 
-and obferved, “ that general Wafhington was about ta 
quit the military line laden with honor, and that he hada | 
¢9:fiderable efate to fupport him with dignity, but that 
Aa 3 theiy 


i 


Y 


358 | 
1783-their cafe was very different.” Had fuch tdeas been 
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‘for, On the 22d, congrefs refolved that the officers | 
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thrown out, and properly enlarged upon, the meeting 
would probably have concluded very differently. But 
no counterpoife being offered to the fpeech, the bufinefs 
of the day was finifhed to the withes of his excellency. 
The meeting of officers unanimoufly thanked him for 
his addrefs. They alfo refolved unantmoufly, That no | 
circumftances of diftrefs or danger fhould induce a con- | 
du& that might tend to fully the reputation and glory 
they had acquired—That the army continued to have. 
an unfhaken confidence in the juftice of congrefs and |, 
their country——T hat his excellency be requefted to write 
to the prefident of congrefs, earneftly entreating their }) 
fpeedy decifion upon the fubjects of the officers’ addrefs 
—That they view with abhorrence, and reje&t with dif- | 
dain, the infamous propofitions contained in a late ano- 
nymous addrefs to the officers of the army. ‘ | 

General Wafhington, in a letter of the 18th, tranf- 
mitted to congrefs an account of what had paffed at the | 
meeting of the officers, and urged in the ftrongeft mans | 
ner their being gratified in what they had before applied } 


= 


fhould be entitled to receive to the amount of five years | 
full pay in money, or fecurities on intereft at fix per 
cent, per ann. inftead of half pay for life. Though this | 
commutation was granted, the fears of the army were | 
{HiIl alive, left they fhould be difbanded or the lines be ; 
feparated, ‘before their accounts were liquidated... The: 
commander in chief was for their being difbanded as | 
foon as poffible; but then he thought their withes fhould | 
be confulted, which he pronounced moderate in their | 
mode, and perfectly compatible with the honor, dignity | 

| ws | a 


| a-general peace, 


 lities ‘by fea: hereupon they directed the 


was elfewhere, 


-of the American minifters, 
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Three months pay at leaft was univer- 


any difperfion. 
fally expected. 


By the o4th of March, congrefs received a letter of 24 
Feb. sth, from the marquis de Ja Fayette, announcing 


and a copy of orders given by count 


_DEftaing, for the purpofe of putting aftop to all hofti-. 


e marine agent 


| _ immediately to recall -all ar med veffels cruifing. under 
/ commiffions from the United States of America. The 


marquis’s letter was dated from Cadiz: in it he wrote 
«© forty-nine fhips and twenty thoufand-men are -now 


here, whom count D’Eftaing was to join with the com- 
bined forces in the Weft Indies, and during the fummer 
they were to co-operate with our American army. Nay, 


it had lately been granted, that while count D’Eftaing 
IT fhould enter St. Lawrence river at the 


head of a French corps. It is known that I ever was 


_bent upon the addition of Canada to the United States.” 
On the 4th of April, capt. John Derby commanding +4 


the Aftrea, arrived at Salem from Nantz in 22 days, 
and brought with him a printed copy of a declaration 
given at Paris the 2oth of 
February, and figned John Adams, B. Franklin, John 
Jay. It mentions, that the ratifications of the prelimi- 
nary articles of peace figned the 20th of January, be- 


tween his moft chriftian majefty and the king of ‘Great 


Britain, were im due form exchanged by their minifters 


-on-the third of February; from which day the feveral 
terms fpecified for the ceflation of hoftilities are to be 


ale relative to all Britifh and American veffels and 
Aas effects. 


and juftice, due from the country; as they only involved 1783, 
complete fettlement and partial payment, -previous .to 
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1783-effeéts. Thus the fame captain, who carried to Great | 
Britain the firft news of actual hoftilities at Lexington, | 

brought to the Maflachufetts the firft news of the ratifica- | 

tions of the articles of peace being exchanged. } 

A copy of the articles for concluding a general peace | 

between Great Britain and America, being received } 

qjfrom Philadelphia, were publifhed together with the de- | 

#1 artene in the Bofton papers of the 10th. |The peo-} 
ple at large are now fully gratified with the knowledge | 

- of all the particulars, exprefied in the following words. | | 


2) 


Articles agreed upon by and between Richard Ofwald eft | 
the commiffioner of bis Britannic majefty for treating of | 
peace with the commiffioners of the United States of Ame- 
rica, in bebalf of his faid majefty, on the one part ; and 
‘ohn Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John fay and Henry 
Laurens, four of the faid comnuffioners of the faid Siates 
for treating of peace with the commiffioner of his Said; 
majefty, on their behalf, on the other part: to be inferted 

in, and to conftitute the treaty of peace propofed to be 

concluded between the crown of Great- Britain, and the 

Said United States; but which treaty is not to be con 

cluded until terms of a peace foall be agreed upon between 

Great- Britain and France, and his Britannic majefty 


foal. be ready to conclude Juch treaty accordingly. a 


} 


WHEREAS reciprocal advantages and mutual con-’ 
venience are found by experience to form the only per=) 
manent foundation of peace and friendfhip between ftates; | 
it 1s agreed to form the articles of the propofed treaty’ 
on Gach principles of liberal equity and reciprocity, as! 
that partial advantages (thofe feeds of difcord). being! 
excluded, fuch a beneficial and fatisfa€tory intercourfe' 

7 | between 
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‘between the two countries may be eftablifhed, as to pro- 1733 


y ” +! a } 
mife and fecure to both perpetual peace and harmony. 
Arricre I. His Britannic majefty acknowledges the 


{aid United States, viz. New-Hampfthire, Maflachufetts- 
Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Connec- 
'ticut, New-York, New-Jerifey, Pennfylvania, Dela- 
-ware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South- 
Carolina and Georgia, to be free, fovereign, and inde- 
pendent ftates; that he treats with them as fuch; and for 
‘himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors, relinquifhes all claims 
‘to the government, propriety and territorial rights of the 


fame, and every part thereof; and that all difputes which 


might arife in future, on the fubject of the boundaries 
of the faid United States may be prevented, it is hereby 
agreed and declared, that the following are, and fhall be 
| their boundaries, viz. | 


Articre II. From the north-weft angle of Nova- 


‘Scotia, viz. that angle which is formed by a line drawn 
| due north, from the fource of Saint Croix river to the 
Highlands, along the faid Highlands which divide thofe 
‘rivers that empty themfelves into the river Saint Law- 
‘rence, from thofe which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to 


the north-weftern-moft head of Conne€ticut river; thence 


/ down along the middle of that river to the forty-fifth 


degree of north latitude ; from thence by a line due weft 
on faid latitude until it ftrikes the river Iroquois or 
Cataraquy; thence along the midd'e of faid river into 


‘Jake Ontario; through the middle of faid lake, until it 


ftrikes the communication by water between that lake 
and lake Erie; thence along the middle of faid com- 
munication into lake Erie; through the middle of faid 
lake, until it arrives at the water-communication between 
that Jake and lake Eluron; thence along the muddle of 

faid 
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through the middle of faid lake to the water-communik 
cation between that lake and Jake Superior; thence 
through lake Superior, northward-of the ifles Royal and 
Phelipeaux, to the Long Lake; thence through ‘thel 
middle of faid Long Lake, and the water-communicat) 
tion between it and the Lake: of the Woods, tothe faid| 
Lake of the Woods; thence through the faid lake ‘tof 
the moft north-weftern point therecf, and from thence} 
on a due weft courfe to the river Miffifippi; thence by} 
a line to be drawn along the middle of the faid river 
Matifippi, until it Shall interfecét the northernmett part | 
of the thirty-firft degree of north latitude :—fouth by al | 
line to be drawn due eaft from the determination of the} 
fine laft-mentioned, in the latitude of thirty-one degrees 
north of the equator, to the middle of the river Apalas| 
chicola or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof 
to its junction with the Flint river; thence ftraight to | 
the head of St. Mary’s river, and therice down along: the! 
middle of St. Mary’s river, to the Atlantic ocean: —! 
eaft by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river! 
St. Croix from its mouth in the bay of Fundy to its! 
fource ; and from its fource direétly north to the afores 
faid Hichlands, which divide the rivers that fall into 
the Atlantic ecean, from thofe which fall into the river’ 
St. Lawrence; comprehending all iflands within twenty | 
leagues of any part of the fhores of the United States, ! 
and lying between lines to be drawn due eaft from the 
points where the aforefaid boundaries between Novas ' 
Scotia on the one part, and Eaft-Plorida on the other, | 
ihall refpectively touch the bay of Fundy, and the: Ate | 
lantic ocean ; excepting fuch cane as now are, or here. | 
ie 
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\tofore have been, -within the limits of the faid province 1733: 
of Nova-Scotia. 

Aarrone ll. It is agreed, that the people of the 
United States fhall continue to enjoy, unmolefted, the my A 
right to take fifh of every kind on the Grand Bank; and | 
on all-other banks of Newfoundland; alfo in the gulph 
of St. Lawrence, and at all other places in the fea, 
where the inhabitants of both countries ufed at any time 
heretofore to fifh. And alfo that the inhabitants of the 
United States fhall have liberty to take fifh of every 
kind on fuch part of the coaft of Newfoundland, as 
Britith fifhermen fhall ufe (but not to dry or cure the 
fame on that ifland) and alfo on the coafts, bays, and 
creeks of all other of his Britannic majefty’s dominions 
in America; and that the American fifhermen fhall have 
liberty to dry and cure fifh in any of the unfettled bays, 
iharbours, and creeks of Nova-Scotia, Magdalen iflands, Hl \f 
iiand Labrador, fo long as the fame fhall remain un~ Pani 
fettled ; but fo foon as the fame, or either of them, fhall , } ae 
be fettled, it hall not be lawful for the faid fifhermen i 
to.dry or-cure fifh at fuch fettlement, without a previous 
agreement for that purpofe with the inhabitants, pro- 
B\prietors or poffefiors of the ground. 

- Arricre IV. It is agreed, that creditors on either aie 
fide thall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery he 
of the full value in fterling money of all bond fide debts ila! i , 
heretofore contracted. 4 

Articre V. It is agreed, that the Congrefs fhall 
earneftly recommend it to the legiflatures of the refpec- 
‘tive fates, to provide for the reftitution of all eftates, 
rights and properties, which have been confifcated, be- 
longing to real Britifh fubjeéts: and alfo of the eftates, 
rights ht 
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1783. rights and properties of perfons refident in. diftriéts in. 
the poffeffion of his majefty’s arms, and who have not | 
borne arms again{t the faid United States: and that per- { 
fons of any other defcription fhall have free liberty to go | 
to any part or parts of any of the Thirteen United | 
States, and therein to remain twelve months unmolefted 
in their endeavours to obtain the reftitution of fuch of . 


iy 


their eflates, rights and properties, as may have been 
confifcated : and that Congrefs fhall alfo earneftly recom- 


mend to the feveral ftates a reconfideration and revifion ; 
of all acts or laws regarding the premifes, fo as to ren- | 


der the faid laws or aéts perfectly confiftent, not only | 


with juftice and equity, but with that fpirit of concilia- | 
tion, which, on the return of the bleffings of peace, , 
fhould univerfally prevail.—Awp that Congrefs fhall alfo ' 


earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates, that the eftates, 
rights and properties of fuch laft-mentioned perfons 
fhall be reftored to them, they refunding to any perfons 
who may be now in pofleffion, the bond fide price (where 
any has been given) which fuch perfons may have paid 
on purchafing any of the {aid lands, rights or properties, 
fince the confifcation.—ANp it is agreed, that all per- 


fons who have any intereft in confifcated lands, either by — | 


debts, marriage fettlements or otherwife, thall meet wit 7 
no lawful impediment in the profecution of their jut, 
rights, | | ) bi 
ArticLE VI. That there fhall be no future confit. 
cations made, nor any profecutions commenced again 2 
any perfon or perfons, for or by reafon of the part which. 
he or they may have taken in the prefent war, and that 
no perfon fhall on that account, fuffer any future lofs ore 
damage, either in his perfon, liberty or property; and 


| 


} 
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jat the time of the ratification of the treaty in America, 
thall be immediately fet at liberty, and the profecutions 
fo commenced be difcontinued. 

 Articie VII. ‘There fhall be a firm and perpetual 
peace between his Britannic majefty and the faid ftates, 
and between the fubjects of the one and the citizens of 
ithe other, wherefore all hoftilities both by fea and land 
| fhall then immediately ceafe: all prifoners on both fides 
‘hall be fet at liberty, and his Britannic majefty fhall 
with all convenient fpeed, and without caufing any de- 


\ftru€tion, or carrying away any negroes, or other pro- 
perty of the American inhabitants, withdraw all his 
armies, garrifons and fleets from the faid United States, 
and from every port, place, and harbour within the 
| fame ; leaving in all fortifications the American artillery 
that may be therein: and fhall alfo order and caufe all 
‘archives, records, deeds and papers belonging to any of 
the faid ftates, or their citizens, which in the courfe of 
the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to 
‘be forthwith reftored and delivered to the proper {tates 
and perfons to whom they belong. 3 

) Arriciz VIII. The navigation of the river Mifif- 
| fippi, from its fource to the ocean, fhall for ever remain 
free and open to the fubjects of Great-Britain, and the 
_ citizens of the United States. 

)) Arriere TX. In cafe it fhould fo happen that any 
| place or territory belonging to Great-Hritain, or to the 
United States, fhould be conquered by the arms of 
either, from the other, before the arrival of thefe arti- 
i cles in America, it is agreed that the fame fhall be re- 


ftored 


that thofe who may be in confinement on fuch charges 1783, 


we 


{ 


$783. {tored without dificulty, and without reqquising; ay 
compenfation, | 
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Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of q 
November, in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand féven hun- 


| 
dred and fenty two. 3 2 
Ricuarp. Oswaro. (L.S. i" | 
Joun ADAms, (L..S aioe 
B. FRANKLIN, (1. Sam 
Joun Jay, — i, 0s Se | 
Henry Laurens. (L, SR, 
Witnefs, 4 
Cates Wurreroorn, fecretary to the a | 
Britifh commiffion, ce 
W. T. Frawxutn, fecretary to the * 
American commiffion. I | 
i 


By the public prints we learn, that the following are 
the principal articles of peace: between the other powers. 
France is to retain Tobago and Senegal: but is to re<_ 
Atore to Great Britain, fort James on the river Gambia, | 
Grenada, the Grenadines, St. Vincent’s, Dominica, St. 
Chriftopher’s, Nevis and Montferrat. Great Britain. is” 
to reftore to France, Goree, St. Lucie, St. Pierre nd 
Miquelon. ‘The fifhery of France and Great Britain. n 1 
the coaft of Newfoundland, to remain on the fame 
footing on which they were by the treaty of 1763, €X=" 
cept that part of the coaft of Bonavifta, at Cape Si’ 
John’s, which is to belong to the Britith, F rance is to 
be re-eftablifhed in the Eatt Indies, as well in Benga Je 
as on the eaft and weft coaft of the Peninfula, as regu- 
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lated by the treaty of 1763. The articles of all pre- 1793. 


ceding treaties concerning the demolition of Dunkirl ky, 


are to be fuppreffed, Spain is to retain Minorca and 


Weft Florida; and Great Britain cedes Eatt Florida to 


Spain. An agreement is to be entered into between 
‘Spain and Great Britain, about the cutting of wood in 


the bay of Honduras. St. Euftatia, Demerara and Ifle- 


quibo, are to be reftored by the French to the United 
Provinces. 

| ‘At 12 0’clock on the rgth of April, the day which 4p"! 
‘completed the eighth year of the war, the ceffation of 


hoftilities. between the United States and Great Britain 


|) was proclaimed in the American army by order of gen. 


Wafhington. 

Though it is ftipulated by the 7th article of the pro- 
vifional treaty, that < his Britannic majefty fhall, with- 
Qut carrying away any negroes, or other property of the 
American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrifons 
and fleets from the United States;” yet a confiderable 


Jnumber of negroes belonging to the citizens of thefe 


flates were carried off. ‘This produced a conference 
between. general Wafhington and Sir Guy Carleton on 
the fubject, at Taapan on the 6th of May. Sir Guy 


\ principally infifted, that he conceived it could not have 


been the intention of the Britifh government, by the 


jtreaty of peace, to reduce themfelves to the neceffity of 


violating their faith to the negroes, who came into the 
Britifh lines under. the proclamations. of his predeceffors, 
He forbore to exprefs his {fentiments on the propriety 
of thefe proclamations; but urged that delivering up 
the negroes to their former mafters, would be delivering 
them up, fome. poflibly te executions, and others to 
i fevere 


{is 


6, 
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1783. fevere_punifhments, which in his--6pinien . would, be a| 
difhonorable violation of the public-faith pledged to the| 
negroes in the proclamations: “He obferved, that.if the | 
fending away of the negroes fhould hereafter be declared | 
an infraction of the treaty, compenfation mult be. uid 
to the owners by the crown of Great Britain; and 
chat he had taken meafures to provide for this,.by di- 
recting a regifter to be kept of all the negroes. whe 
were fent off, fpecifying the name, age and occupation | 
of the flave, and the name and place of refidence of his 
former mafter. He remarked, that he was not by the 
treaty held to deliver up any property, but was only. 
reftrained from carrying it away. He concluded the 
converfation on the fubjeé&t by faying, he imagined that 
the mode of compenfating, as well as the accounts and 
other points with refpeét to which there was no exprefs 
provifion made by the treaty, muft be adjudged: by 

May commiffioners to -be hereafter- appointed by the two 

ab. nations. On the- 26th of May conerefs refolved,, that 
the American minifters _plenj potentiary> for negotiating 
the peace fhould be dire€ted to-remonftrate onthe fub- 
ject to the court of Great Britain, and to take, ‘proper 
meafures for obtaining fuch reparationas the nature. of 
the cafe would-admit. The fame day they refolved, that 
gen. Wafhington fhould be inftru ted to grant furloughs 
to the non-commiffioned officers and foldiers who. had: 
inlifted for the war, together with: a. proportionable 
number of commiffioned officers of the different eradess z 
and that the general and fecretary at.war. fhould t 
the proper meafures for conduéting .thofe troops tome 
in fuch a manner as might be moft. convenient to them= 
felves and to the {tates through which they. might pafs 5 

7 | feat 209i 
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_ Continue a moment longer.” 
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and that the men thus furloughed fhould be allowed to 
take their arms with them. Something of a fimilar re- 
folution was taken refpe€ting the North Carolina troops 
under gen. Greene. You may think it worth record- 
ing, that Greene wrote on the 2d of February from 
Charleftown— Ever fince the enemy have been gone, 


we have been obliged to fubfift the troops at the point 
of the bayonet. The ftate agents dropped the bufinefs 


the moment Charleftown was evacuated, nor could the 
authority or influence of government induce them to 
More than three weeks 
before the foldiers were ordered to be furloughed, con- 


 grefs called upon the refpective ftates to forward the col- 
Je€tion of their taxes, that fo the financier might have 
wherewith to advance them a part of their pay before 
| they left the field ; and he at the fame time was dire&ted 


to make the neceflary arrangements for carrying the 


views of congrefs into execution. 


The refolve of congrefs for furloughing the foldiers 
inlifted for the war, and a proportionate number of offi- 
cers, and the order of the commander in chief founded 


upon it on the 2d of June, excited aftonifhment and 


chagrin in the generals and officers commanding regi- 
ments and corps in the cantonment on Hudfon’s river. 


They addreffed their commander upon the occafion on 
the sth; folicited his further aid on their behalf; and we ree 
entreated that his order might be fo far varied, as that 
no officer or foldier fhould be obliged to receive a fur- 
jlough, until congrefs could be apprized of the wretched 


fituation into which the army mutt be plunged by a con- 
formity to it. The next day general Wafhington return- 


jed them a fatisfactory anfwer. He exprefied his hope, 


Vou. LY. Bb that 
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be removed. 
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that the financier’s notes for three months pay*to the ! 
army would foon arrive, and that the fettlement of ace | 
counts might be completed in a ven few days; by 

which the two fubjeéts of the army’s sage, would 


Affairs were fo regulated, that by the middle of jot 
the foldiers were daily returning home, with fach goed 
order as did them great honor. On the 18th of the : 
month, general Wafhington addreffed a circular letter } 
to the feveral governors and prefidents of the United | 
States, announcing his intended refignation of the coms 
mand of the army, and exprefling his thoughts as td 
thofe wife and falutary meafures, which he thought could j 
alone make the ftates a great and flourifhing people. : j 
‘© There are four things (he faid) which, I humbly cons | 
ceive, are effential to the well-being, I may venture to | 
fay, to the exiftence of the United States as an indepen | 
dent power. 1ft. An indiffoluble union of the fates: 
under one feederal head. adly, A facred regard to pub 
lic juftice.  gdly, ‘The adoption of a proper peace eftad) 
blifhment. And 4thly, The prevalence of that pacifie” 
and friendly difpofition among the people of the ae 
States, which will induce them to forget their local prea 1 
judices and politics; to make thofe mutual: conceffions’ : 
which are requifite to the general profperity ; and; in 
fome inftances, to facrifice their individual advantages 
to the intereft of the community. Thefe are the pile: 
lars on which the glorious, fabric of our independency 
and national character muft be fupported.” Toware 
the elofe his words were—* It remains then, to be-myi 
final and only requeft, that your excellency will com" 


heh. 
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municate thefe fentiments to, your legiflature, at their 
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legacy of one who has ardently wifhed, on all ovcafions, 
| to be ufeful to his country, and who, even in the fha a 
| of retirement, will not fail to implore the divine bene- 
| diétion upon it.” 

| A committee of congrefs having been appointed to 


| inquire fully into the proceedings of the office of finance, 


| forms which had been made in the public expenditures, 
their attention was neceffarily called to the expenditures 
_of former years; and that in comparing thefe with the 
\) prefent, and making every allowance for the difference 
Of times and circumftances, they were of opinion, that 
i) the order and bile Gouge which had been introduced 
fince the eftablifhment of this office, had been attended 
| with great favines of public money, as w el as many 


la 


other beneficial confequences. The fame. was ordered 


i 
ij to be entered on the journals. 

The extravagance, wafte and enormities in Epes 
yand charges among the Britifh, being the albu yects of 
)converfation in company with feveral obs New Eng- 
Jand delegates ; thefe were led to remark upon the enor- 
mous expences of the American army through waite, 
‘bad management, and other caules. After that, two 


— 


—a 


3 


| ‘of the Maffachufetts delegates acknowledged, that it coft 
“congrefs at the rate of 18 millions per annum hard dol- 
\lars, to carry on the war till Mr. Morris was chofen 


ae 4 
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_mext meeting ; and that they may be confidered as the 17836 


| reported on the 17th of June, that in examining the re- June 


))financier, and that then it coft them but about five mil- 
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Roxbury, April g, 1784. 

.DVICE being fent by exprefs to Philadelphia 
from i 67 miles diftant, that about 
eighty of the Pennfylvania levies ftationed there, were 
marching to the city in defiance of their officers, to feek 
a redrefs of grievances from the executive council of 


the ftate, the fame was communicated to congrefs ; who 


appointed a committee to confer with the council on 
the 19th of June. The committee urged the calling 
out a detachment of militia to intercept the mutineers 
on their march, and fuggefted the danger of their being 
fuffered to join the troops in the barracks, who a few 
days before had fent an infolent and threatening meflage 
to congrefs,’ in the name of a board of Alot 9 The 
council fhowing a reludtance to comply, from. an opi- 
nion that the militia would not be willing to a¢t, till 
fome outrage was committed by the troops, the affiftant 
fecretary at war was ient by the committee to, meet the 
mutineers, and endeavour to engage them to return to 


Lancafter. “Chey however perfifted, and arrived on. the 


morning of the 20th at Philadelphia. ‘They proceeded 


to the barracks, where were quartered about 1§0 vete- 
rans lately arrived from Carolina, the corps of artillery 
and others of different corps, amounting to upward of 
300 in the whole. The day following, the troops, with 
fixed bayonets and drums beating, marched to the ftate- 
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houfe, the feat of congrefs, and of the fupreme executive 17830: ° 


i 
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door, fent in a written meffage to the prefident and ‘ 
council, and threatened to let loofe an enraged foldiery hail 


council of Pennfylvania. They placed guards at every 


upon them, if they were not gratified as to their demand 
| within twenty minutes. No addrefs was made to con- 
lorefs; but for fome hours their fituation was not very 
agreeable, while they were furrounded by about 300 
men, with cuards placed at their doors, and the foldiers 
from every appearance feemingly prepared for the worft 
purpofes. Before the opportunity prefented (after being 
Jabout three hours under dureffe) of retiring without any a 
other infult offered to them collectively or individually, Was 
they refolved, that the authority of the United States had eh 
been. grofsly infulted by the armed foldiers—that the eset 
committee confer with the executive council, and that ha dl 
Nin cafe it fhould appear to the committee, that there 'E 
was no fatisfa@ory ground for expecting adequate exer- Hil 
tions, by the Pennfylvania ftate, for fupporting the dig- 
nity of the feederal. government; the prefident, on the a ae 

Bdvice of the committee, fhould fummon the members | i i | 
of congrefs to meet on Thurfday the 26th at Trenton ei 
Nor Princeton—and that the fecretary at war fhould com- 


Himunicate to the commander in chief, the ftate and dif- 
pofition of the troops in Philadelphia, that fo he might 
take immediate meafures to difpatch to the city fuch 
force as he. fhould judge expedient for fuppreffing any 
enfuing difturbances. ‘The committee epansiees with . ie : 
the council, without receiving fatisfaction, while the’ 
mutinous difpofition of the foldiery continued: they 
therefore advifed to the f'ummoning of congrefs to Tren- 
kon or Princeton. When the inhabitants of Princeton 
Bb 3 and 
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1783. and its vicinity knew that they were to be honored with | 


the prefence of congrefs, they refolved to. fupport order - 


and good government, and exerted themfelves to ace | 
commodate the reprefentatives of the United States. © > 


The moment general Wafhington was informed by 
expreis of the mutiny at Philadelphia, he ordered a de. | 
tachment of 1500 men to be put in motion immedid 
ately ; and gave the command of them to gen. Robert 
Tiowe. Upon their arrival, the difturbances were foon | 
quieted, without bloodfhed, and feveral of the muti 
neers were taken up, tried and condemned, two to fut. 
fer death, and four to receive corporal punifhment ; but 
were afterward pardoned by congrefs, as they did not 
appear to have been principals in the mutiny, and as no. 
. lives were loft, nor any deftruction of property commit- 
ted. Congrefs were fenfible to what it was partly ow- 
ing, that they had been obliged to change their refi. 
dence; they therefore directed, on the rith of July, 
the fuperintendent of finance to report to them, the rea- 
fons why the troops lately furloughed, did not receive 
part of their pay previous thereto, agreeably to the ine 
tention of congrefs. ‘The financier’s notes with which 


fuch payment was at length made, foon paffed at a con- 


_ fiderable difcount, notwithftanding the receivers in the 


feveral {tates were inftru€ted to take them/‘in payment 
of taxes; as alfo to take them up whenever tendered, ‘if 


they had public money in their hands: 


- had experience of a frefh hardfhip. 


thus the foldiery 
1 


On the 7th of Auguft, the reprefentatives of. the 
United States “ refolved (unanimoufly, ten ftates being 
prefent) That an equeftrian ftatue of general Wafhing- 


ton, be erected at the place where the refidence of con= 
| grefs” 


. Sas 
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eneral to be reprefented in a Roman drefs, hold- 
ing a truncheon in his right hand, and his head ‘encir- 
cled with a laurel wreath. The ftatue to be fupported 
by a marble pedeftal, on which are to be reprefented, 
in baffo relievo, the following principal events of the 


war, in which general Wafhington commanded in per- 
fon, viz. The evacuation of Bofton—the capture of the 
effians at Trenton—the battle of Princeton——the ac- 
tion of Monmouth, and the furrender of York. On 
the upper part of the front of the pedeftal, to be en- 
eraved as follows—The United States in congrefs affem- 
bled, ordered this fatue to be erected in the year of our 
Lord 1783, in honor of George Wafhington, the illuf- 


| trious commander in chief of the armies of the United 


States of America, during the war which vindicated and 
fecured their liberty, fovereignty and independence.” 
Toward the end of July, the general made a_tour to 
the northward as far as Crown Point. When returned 
he waited upon congrefs agreeable to invitation. He 


was introduced by two members, when the prefident ad- 
drefied him with—* Sir, Congrefs feel particular plea- 
fure in feeing your excellency, and in congratulating 


you on the fuccefs of a war, in which you have acted fo 
confpicuous a part.” After fome further affectionate 
and commendatory expreffions, he clofed with fay:ng—~ 
‘© Foftilities have now ceafed, but your country full 
needs, your fervices. She wifhes to avail herfelf of your 


talents in forming the arrangements which will be necef- 


-fary for her in the time of peace. For this reafon your 


attendance at congrefs has been-requefted. A com- 
mittee is. appointed to confer with your excellency, and 
Bb 4 to 
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1783.tO receive your: affiftance in preparing and digefting 
plans relative to thofe important objects.” The com. 
mander in chief made a reply that was highly acceptable. » 
Fe alfo removed with ‘his family to Rocky-hill, near | 
Princeton, that he might the more conveniently confer 
with the committee. Be 
Sept. Congrefs in a proclamation publifhed to the United 
*3* States, the treaty of amity and commerce concluded 
on the 3d of April'1783, between the king of Sweden 
and the United States of North America, for the {pace 
of fifteen years, by the honorable Benjamin Franklin, — 
commuffioned by. the United States, and a minifter 
plenipotentiary, named for the purpofe by the faid king. . 
* By the 7th article, the refident fubjets of each party. 
are permitted fafely to navigate their veflelsy without. 
any regard to thofe to whom the merchandifes and car. 
goes may belong ; and to frequent’ the places and. ports 
of powers, enemies to the contracting parties; without 
being in any wife molefted, and to carry on a commerce 
hot only directly from the ports of an enemy to a neu-_ 
tral port, but even from one port of an enemy, to ano- 
ther port of an enemy, whether it be under’ the jurif- 
diction of the fame or of different princes. Free fhips f 
are to make merchandifes free; and every thing (con- “ 
traband goods alway excepted) on board of fhips be-._ 
‘longing to fubjects of the one or the other of the con- A 
racting parties, is.to be confidered as free, even though ¢ 
the cargo or a part of it belongs to the enemies of one 
or both. Perfons on board a free fhip, though enemies — 
to both or either of the parties, are not to be taken out i 
of the free fhip, unlefs they are foldiers in the actual — 
fervice of the faid enemies. Article the gth {pecifies — 
So 6 eg . 2 ees arms, ier 
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arms, great guns, and various warlike inftruments, under 1783. Laan 
the name of contraband or prohibited goods, and then by alate 
_ clofes-with—* and all other like kinds of arms and in= , 
{truments of war for the ufe of troops.” ~By the roth Oe 
article no goods are to be confidered as contraband, ! 
which have not been worked into the form of any inftru- 
ment_or thing for the purpofe of war by land or fea, 
much lefs fuch as have been prepared or wrought up 
for any other ufe, all which are to be reckoned tree 
goods; as alfo all thofe which are not comprehended and 
particularly mentioned in the foregoing article. Such 
goods may be freely tranfported by the fubjects of either 
|) party, even to places belonging to an enemy, fuch only 
excepted as are befieged, blocked or invefted; and thofe 
places only are to be confidered as fuch, which are | 
nearly furrounded by one of the belligerent powers. | ay : 
The-eighth of O&tober was marked by the attendanceoa. iy ‘Ie 
of. deputation from the yearly meeting of the people * ne 
called quakers, who being admitted, delivered their ad- ae 
} drefs to congrefs and withdrew. By fuch act that Ame- ne 
rican body of people acknowledged the independent a 
fovereignty of the United States, and implicitly pro- 
feffed their own allegiance. The meeting was held in bt 
Philadelphia, for Penntylvania, New Jerley, Delaware, ae 
and the weftern parts of Maryland and Virginia. The ety 
addrefg was dated the 4th of the roth month, and was ie 
figned by more than five hundred members. It related q 
to the flave trade. hat refpectabie body had at length 
proceeded fo tar in the .caufe of general liberty, without 
regarding country or complexion, as to enjoin the mem- 
bers of their fociety, to liberate all fuch as tney held in 
pondage: which injunction was generally complied with, 
tou and 
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that gen. Greene had the permiffion of congrels to vific 
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right. They feared however, that fome, forgetful of | 


the days of diftrefs, were prompted by avaricious. mo- 


tives to renew the trade for flaves to the African, coatts, 
contrary to every humane and ,righteous confideration, 
and in oppofition to the folemn declarations often res 
eated in favor of univerfal liberty. They therefore 
earne(Uly folicited the chriftian interpofition of conerets, 
for the difcouragement and prevention of fo obvious an — 
evil. | Y 
Ten days after the delivery of their addrefs, conegrefs. 
by proclamation directed that the xr1th of December 
fhould be fet. apart as a day of public thankfgiving, 
On the fame day they © refolved, That two pieces, of ) 
the field ordnance taken from the Britifh army at the 
Cowpens, Augutta, or Eutaw, be prefented by the com- a 
mander in chief of the armies of the United States, to 
major general Greene, as a public teftimonial of the é 
wifdom, fortitude and military {kill which diftinguifhed — 
his command in the fouthern department, and of the _ 
eminent fervices which, amidt complicated difficulties 
and dangers, and againft an enemy greatly fuperior in 4 


numbers, he has fuccefsfully performed for his countrys. - 


And that a memorandum be engraved on the faid pieces i 
of ordnance, expreflive of the fubftance of this refolu- : 


tion.”” The commander in chief was alfo to be informed, | 


his family at Rhode Ifland. They clofed the bufinefs i: 


of the day by iffuing a proclamation. In that the armies 
of the United States were applauded for having difplayed i’ 


: ay 
in the progrefs of an arduous and difficult war ‘every @ 


military and patriotic virtue—for their fortitude and & 
magna- | 
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xthe tl zealous and 
fuccefsful defenders of the rights and liberties of man- 
kind. After giving them the thanks of their country, 
for their long, eminent and faithful fervices, co ng refs 
anid it to be their pleafure, that fuch part of the 
foederal armies as ftood engaged to ferve during the war, 
fhould from and after the third day of November next, 
be abfolutely diicharged from the faid fervice.. On the 
egth, the commander in chief was directed by them to 
difcharge all the troops in the fervice of the United 
States, who were in Pennfylvania or to the fouthward 
thereof, except the garrifon of Fort-Pitt. 

On the si of Oftober, the honorable Peter John 
Van Berckel, minifter plenipotentiary from their high 
mightinefles the States General of the United Nether- 
lands, was admitted by congrefs to an audience. The 
chevalier de la Luzerne, general Wafhington, the fuper- 
intendent of finance, many other gentlemen of eminence, 
together with a number of ladies of the firft character, 
affembled in the chapel of Princeton college to partici- 
pate of the joys the audience fhould afford; and for 
which their {pirits were put into proper tone, by the 
arrival, a little before Mr. Van Berckel entered, of an 
authentic account that the e definitive treaty between Great 
Britain and the » United's ates was concluded. Mr. Van 
Berckel upon being ner addrefied congrefs in a 
fpeech, which was fo gracefully pronounced as to pleafe 
thofe who could not a dolinitee it, becaufe of its not 
bein’ in Engiifh. He then delivered a-letter from their 
high mightinefles, The prefident returned an anfwer 
to 


379 ae 
pedenanimity: in the moft trying {cenes of diftrefs—and 1783" | 
for a feriés of heroic and illuftrious atchievements, exalt- 
ing them to a high rank among’ t: 
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1733+ to the minifter ; in the clofe of which it was obferved; 
that the United States had received the moft diftineuifhed . 
proofs of regard and friendfhip from his iluftrious — 
family. The affembly after that feparated ; and the day 
clofed with convivial meetings. | a 
Noy. On the 2d of N ovember, were ifued from Rocky 
** Hill, general W afhington’s farewell orders to the armies 
of the United States. Having taken ‘notice of con- , 
gre{s’s proclamation of O€tober the isth, he faid—' Je 
only remains for the commander in chief to addref$ him- 
{elf once more, and that for the Jat time, to the ‘armies 
of the United States (however widely difperfed the in- 
dividuals who compofed them may be) and to bid them 
an affectionate—a long farewell.—But before the com. : 
mander in‘chief takes his final leave of thof he holds. 
moft dear, he wifhes to indulge himfelf a few momenté 
in calling to mind a flight review of the paft :—he will 
then take the liberty of exploring, with his military 
friends, their future profpeéts—of advifing the general | 
line of conduct, which, in his opinion, ought to be pur. § 
fued ;—-and he will conclude the addrefs, by expreffing 
the obligations he feels himfelf under for the fpirited 
and able affiftance he has experienced from them, in the - 
performance of an arduous office.” His clofing words 
were—‘ And being now to conclude thefe his-laft pub- = 
lic orders, to take his ultimate leave, in a fhort time of nN 
the military character, and to bid a final adieu to the 4 
armies he has fo long had the honor to command, he i 
can only again offer in their behalf, his recommenda: i 
tions to their grateful country, and -his prayers to the ~ 
God of armies.~May ample juftice be done them here, 
and may the choiceft of heayen’s favors, both here and 
ou a ia | bh. hereafter, 


| 


‘t 


| # 


AMER TCAN, REVOLUTION. 33% At 


hereafter, attend thofe, who, under the divine aufpices, 1783 en 
have. fecured: innumerable bleffings for others! With — an 

thefe wifhes, and this benediction, the commander. in 

‘ghief is about to retire from fervice.—The curtain of 

-feparation. will foon be drawn—and the military {cene to 
him.will be. clofed for ever !’’ 

In Auguft Sir Guy Carleton received his final orders , 
for the evacuation of New York. On the 17th he in- 17. co 
formed the prefident of congrefs, that he fhould lofe no 4 
time in fulfilling his majefty’s commands. But he could wait 
affign no precife period. The violence of the Ameri- a 
cans, which broke cut foon after the ceffation of hofti- ee 
lities, increafed the numbers of thofe that looked to i i 
him. for efcape from threatened deftruction. The newf- a 
papers contained repeated menaces from committees ont 
formed in various towns, cities and diftricts, and even | Ae : 
at Philadelphia; which augmented the terrors of the | vy 
loyalifts, fo that Sir Guy could not in honor leave any 1 
of thofe behind, who were defirous of quitting the 
country. He expreffed his concern at congrefs’s having 
fufpended to that late hour the recommendations ftipu- 
lated by the treaty. The committee of congrefs had Hes 
reported, on the 3oth of May, after a preamble, i le 
‘© therefore, refolved, that the feveral ftates are hereby ; ae 
required to remove all obftructions which may interpofe i ee 
in the way of the entire and faithful execution of the Ue 
fourth and fixth articles; and that it be at the fame time 
earneftly recommended to them, to take into ferious 
confideration the fifth article, and to conform to the 
feveral matters therein contained, with that fpirit of | 
moderation and liberality, which ought ever to charac- 
terize the deliberations and meafures of a free and en- 

lightened 
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1783: lightened nation.” Inftead of adopting and publifhing | 
the refolution, a motion was made that the report be | 
committed, to. which 22 members of congrefs prefenti 
agreed: the New York delegate Mr. (formerly colonel) 


‘Hamilton, one of the committee, diftinguithed: himfelf 


by his firmnefs and confiftency in giving. it his fingle . 


negative. The inveteracy difcovered in the ftates againtt 
the parties alluded to in the &&h article, undoubtedly 
influenced the minds of feveral to vote for the commit. 
ment, while the inclination of others prompted them to 
ufe that as an argument for their fo voting. Thé avert 
fion of the people to a compliance with fuch recome 


es 


mendations, had they been publifhed, did not proceed © 


altogether from the rancor of the heart ; but intereft in 
fluenced, Debts, which had never been contracted, 


were claimed, and paid out of the confifcated eftates: in” 


fome inftances by thofe who were debtors to the parties 


fuffering by the confifeations. Confiftated property to 


a confiderable amount had been purchafed by many at a 
trifling expence. Had the recommendations been paffed 
and complied. with, fcenes of notorious injuftice would 


have been laid open, the moft beneficial bargains fuper- 
feded, and the payment of a number of fimple contra 


and bond debts fpeedily required, _ . 
Tuefday, November the osth, was the day acreed 
upon for the evacuation of New York. To prevent: 


every diforder which might otherwife enfue from fuch an - 


event, the American troops under the command of 
general Knox marched from Haerlem to the Bowery 
lane in the morning. They remained there till about 
one o'clock, when the Britith forces left the pofts in the 
Bowery, and the Americans marched forward and took 
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bo drelpi of the city. This being effeted, Knox and 1783: 
a number of citizens on haMeiiels rode to the Bowery ol 
t6 receive their excellencies general Wafhington and | a 
} governor Clinton, who, with their fuits, made their i ihe 
| public entry into the city on horfeback ; followed by the 
 Hieut. governor and the members of the council, for the 
temporary government of the fouthern diftri€t, four 
abreaft—general Knox and the officers of the army, 
eight abreaft—citizens on horfeback, eight abreaft— 
the fpeaker of the affembly and citizens on foot, eight | 
abreaft. “ihe proceffion ceafed at Cape’s tavern. The cat 
governor gave a public dinner at Frances’s tavern; at ie 
which the commander in chief and other general officers Hae gy 
were prefent. © The arrangements for the whole bufinefs el 
were fo well made and executed, that the moft adthirable | 


stent snes ipen beck tecad dade . 
pare Se eee 


tranquillity fucceeded through the day and night. Onp,.. Hay 

ew) f aa 
to the French ambaffador, the chevalier de la Luzerne. HT 
General Wathington, t the principal officers of the New ie 
York ftate and of the army, and upward of a hundred hie 


fi! f 
Monday, the governor gave an elegant entertainment ' ‘ ihe 
| 


| 
gentlemen, were prefent. Magnificent fire ei TA | ay q 
finicely exceeding every thing of the kind before feen in: a | 
the United States, were exhibited at the Bowling-ereen 

in the Broad-way, in the oe of Tuefday, in cele- | : 
bration of the definitive treaty of peace. They com- iy: ; 
menced by a dove’s defcending with the clive branch, and ‘lt 
fetting fire to a marron battery. 

On Thurfday noon, the principal officers of the army 4, 
afiembled at Frances’s (alias Black Sam’s) tavern, to 
take a final leave of their much-loved commander in 
chief, After awhile, gen. Wafhington came in, and 
calling for a glafs of wine, thus addreffed them— With i 
| an Hey Ae 
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3783- an heart full of love and gratitude, I now take leave of| 


you. I moft devoutly with, that your latter days may 
be as profperous and happy, as your former ones have 
been glorious and honorable.” Having drank, he faid—. 


‘* I cannot come to each of you to take my leave; but 
fhall be obliged to you, if each will come and take me 


by the hand.” General Knox being neareft turned to 
him ; Wafhington with tears rolling down his cheeks, 
grafped Knox’s hand, and then kiffed him: he did the 
fame by every fucceeding officer, and by fome other 
gentlemen who were prefent. The paffions of human 
nature were never more tenderly agitated, than in this 
interefting and diftrefsful feene. The whole company 
were in tears. When Wafhineton left the room, and 
pafied through the corps of light infantry about two. 
o’clock in his way to Whitehall, the others followed, 
walking in a folemn, mute, and mournful. proceffion, 
with heads hanging down and dejected countenances, till, 
he embarked in his barge for Powle’s Hook. When 
he had entered, he turned, took off his hat, and with 
that bid them a filent adieu. ‘They paid him the fame 
affectionate compliment, and the barge pufhing off, re- 
turned from Whitehall in like manner as they had adap 
vanced. a 
. Though general Wafhington was not ftayed in his 
rogrels to Philadelphia, by the congrefs, who, on the 
ift of, November, had elected the honorable Thomas 


4] 
me 


Mifflin prefident, and three days after had adjourned to 


meet at Annapolis in Maryland on the 26th; yet it was 


the 8th of December at noon, before ceneral Watlhing-_ 
ton arrived at the capital of Pennfylvania. When his. 
intention of quitting the army was known, he was com- 

. 3 plimented 


manufcript paper book, in the file of the treafury office 


| * Secret intelligence andfervice - +» 1982 Io G i 
Spent in reconnoitring and travelling 1874 8 & et 
-Mifcellaneous;charges - - - | 
) Expended befides, dollars agpoHtS to the 


: of them are returned without deducting any thing from 
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plimented and recetved with the utmoft refpect and i983, 
affection, by. all orders of men, both in the civil and i 
military, ine... He remained {ome days in Philadelphia, ‘ ra 
While in the city he delivered in bis accounts to the 
comptroller, down.to December the 13th, aff in bis own 
hand writing, and every entry made in the mofk parti- 
cularim anner, ftating the occafion of each charge, fo as 
to give the leaft trouble in examining and comparing 
them with the vouchers with which they were attended, 


The heads. are as follows, copied from the folio 


N® 3700, being a.black. box of tin containing, under 


Jock and key, both that and the vouchers. a 


oe 


Total of expenditures from 1775 to 1733; ae 
exclufive of provifions from commilflaries | 
and contractors, and of liquors, &c. from £. 5. d. Res 
themand.others — - - - + 398% 1A 4 i 'f | 


20.5.2 .1Qukh 


{cale of depreciation wns ae GET4 Ba: o 


(eee 


f | Ae deeLL It £ 
Note, 104, 364 of the dollars were received after March 
i780, and although credited at 40 for one, many did | | 
not fetch at the rate of a hundred for one, while 27,775 Hil 


the above account [and therefore aftually made. a pre- 
fent of to the public.] 


-* 200 guineas advanced to general M‘ Dougall are not included in 
“the ‘19821. 10s. not being yet fettled, but included in fome of the 
wher charges, and fo reckoned in the general fume 


‘Vor. LV. Giz ; [General 


77°3-[ Gen, Wafhington’s account] FromJune £5. °d. | 
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~, 1775 to the end of June 1783 16,311 17 1 | 
Expenditure from July 1, 1783, to Dec. 13-1717 5 4 
{Added afterward] from thence to Dec. 28 213-8 4 
Mrs.. Wafhington’s travelling expencesin 9 + 

, coming tothe general and returning 1064. or 


omnes 


tke 306 1 I 9 
lawful money of Virginia, the fame as the Maffachufetts, or 


£14479 18 92 fterling. 1 
‘The general entered in his book I find upon the 
final adjuitment of thefe accounts, that I am aconfider- 
able lofer——my difburfements falling a good deal fhort 
of my receipts, and the money I had upon hand_of-my _ 
own: for befides the fums I carried with me to Cam-_ 
bridge in 1775, I received monies afterwards on private 
account in 1777 and fince, which (except {mall fums 
that I had oecafion now and then to apply to private 
ufes) were all expended in the public fervice: through — 
hurry, I fuppofe, and the perplexity of bufinefs (for I. 
know not how elfe to account for the deficiency) I have 
omitted to charge-the fame, hilt every elit ana 
me is here credited. July 1, 1783.” | 
Happy would it have been for the Uhited States (you. 
will be likely to’ add—-and for Great Britain) had each — 


-perfon who has handled public money been equally 


exact and punctual ! 4 
~ General Wafhington, after delivering j in his ; accounts, j 
Kaftened. to Annapolis, where he arrived on the evening’ 
of the rth of December. The next day he informed — 
congrefs of his arrival in that city, with the intention 4 


of afking leave to refign the commiffion he had the honor | 
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pleafure in what manner it would be moft proper to offer 
his refignation—whether in writing or at an audience. 
They refolved that it fhould be at a public audience, 
the following Tuefday at twelve o’clock. The general 
had been fo referved with regard to the time of his in- 
tended refignation, that congrefs had not the leaft appre- 
henfion of its being either fo foon or fo fudden. 

When the day was arrived, and the hour approached 
for fixing the patriotic character of the AMERICAN 
CHIEF, the gallery was filled with a beautiful group 
\)of elegant ladies, and fome graced the floor of congrefs. 
On this were likewife the governor, council and legifla- 
ture of Maryland, feveral general officers, the conful 


i 
i 


jpolis. Congrefs were feated and covered, as reprefen- 
|tatives of the fovereignty of the Union, the fpectators 


duced to a chair by the fecretary, who, after a decent 
interval, ordered filence. A fhort paufe enfued, when 
the honorable Thomas Mifflin, the prefident, informed 
the general, that. the United States in congrefs vie So 
| bled were prepared to receive his communications :” on 
which he rofe with great dignity, and delivered this ad- 
: Aref. « Mr. Prefident, The great events on which 
my refignation depended having at length taken placey 
{ have now the honor of offering my fincere congratu- 
ations to Congrefs, and of prefenting myfelf before 
chem, to furrender into their hands the truft committed 
‘o me, and to claim» the indulgence of retiring from 


the. fervice of my country. 
iLc2 ef Happy 


{ 
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were uncovered and ftanding. The general was intro+. 
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of holding in their fervice, and defired to know their 1783 
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general of France, and the refpectable citizens of Anna- — 
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«¢ Ffappy in the confirmation of our independence and! 
fovereignty, and pleafed with the opportunity afforded | 
the United States, of becoming a refpectable nation, 1) 
refign with fatisfaction the appointment I accepted with 
diffidence—a diffidence- in my abilities to accomplith fo, 


arduous a tafk; which however was fuperfeded by a con-| 


fidence in the reétitude of our caufe, the fupport of the! 
fupreme. power of a tnion, and the er of 


=» Heaven. | ] 


“ The fuccefsful termination: woe the war wn veil eh 
moft fanguine expectations; and my gratitude for the: 
interpofition of Providence, and the affiftance I have! 
received from my countrymen, increafes with every re- 
view of the momentous conteft. Te. ee 

“« While I repeat my obligations to the army in genes 


- ral, { thould do injuftice to my own feelings not to ac- 


Knowledge, in this place, the peculiar fervices and dif- 
‘tinguifhed merits of the gentlemen who have been at- 


tached to my perfon during the war. It was irapoffible 
_ the choice of confidential officers to compofe my family 
~ fhould have been more fortunate. Permit me, fir, to 
recommend in particular, thofe who have continued in 


the fervice to the prefent moment, as worthy of “ 
favorable notice and patronage of Conerefs. 


~. © J confider it as an indifpenfable duty to clofe this laf 
— act-of my “official life by commending the interefts of 


our deareft country to the protection of Almighty God, 
and thofe who have the pe Ay esane of sei to bh 


epi keeping. # | Whe hab 


« Flaving now finifhed the work affi as me, I retire 
Fait the great theatre of ae and bidding an affec~ 
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tionate farewel to this auguft body, under whofe orders ¥782° na 
I have fo long acted, I here offer my commiffion, and a 
_ take my leave of all the employments of public Jife.” hie 
_. The general was fo powerfully impreffed, with the 
. great and interefting fcenes that. crowded in upon his 
amagination while fpeaking, that he would have been 
_ Scarce able to have uttered more than the clofing period. 
' He advanced and delivered to the prefident his commif-” 
| fion, with a copy of his addrefs, Having refumed his 
_ place, he received in a ftanding pofture cite following 
anfwer of congrefs; which the prefident délivered with | 
elegance but not without fuch a fenfibility as changed, f 
_and {pread a degree of palenefs over, his countenance. a 
© Sir, The United States in congrefs aflembled receive, i Va 
with emotions too affecting for utterance, the folemn 4 
_ refignation of the authorities under which you have led i 
their troops with fuccefs through a perilous and:a doubt He 
‘ful war. Called upon by your country to defend its im4 Hak 
_vaded rights; you accepted the facred charge, before it 
had formed alliances, and whilft it was without funds or Ny 
a government to fupport you. You have conducted od 
the great military conteft with wifdom and fortitude, in- 
| variably regarding the rights of the civil power through 
| all difafters and changes. You have, by the love and’ 
: - gonfidence. of your feliow-citizens, enabled them to dif 
play their’ martial genius, and tranfmit their fame to 
| potterity. - You have perfevered, till thefe United States; 
aided bya magnanimous king and nation, have been 
enabled under a juft Providence, to clofe the war in free# 
dora, fafety and independence; on which happy event 
| we piace join you in congratulations, rm 
as Cc 3 ff Having 


THE HISTORY OF THE 
1753-  & ETaving defended the ftandard of liberty in this new 
~ world: having taught a leffon ufeful to thofe who infiié | 
and to thofe who feel oppreffion, you retire from=the 
great theatre of action, with the bleffings of your fele 
Jow-citizens—but the glory of-your virtues will not tera 
minate with your military command, it will continue td 
animate remotett ages. | : 
*¢ We feel with you our. obligations t to the army in book 
neral,_ and will particularly charge ourfelves with ‘the i ins 
terefts, of thofe confidential officers, who: have diate | 
your perfon to this affecting moment. @.0% Mesos. 
© We join you in commending. the: neler of our | 
deareft country to the protection of Almighty God, bes. 
feeching him to difpofe the hearts and mirds’of its Cre | 
tizens, to improve the. opportunity afforded’ them, of | 
becoming a happy and refpectable nation... And for you 
we addrefs to-hirn opr earneft prayers, that a life fo bes 
laved, may be foftered with all his care ; that your days — 
may be happy as they have been illuftrious ; and that 
he will sion give you that. aye which this world can< _ 
Bot givers over P Sra ¥ 
-To fee on the one hand, Lo: great and aitilalitty a clini 
yacter taking his leave of public employments to » {pend 
his future days in retirement; and his country on the 
other, acknowledging his unprecedented merit, and with 
the moit affectionate embraces loading him: with’ their 
bleffings, exhibited a fcene that drew tears from many — 
of the fpectators, When the bufinefS was clofed, his 
excellency immediately fet out for his feat at Mount 
Vernon in Virginia. The governor of Maryland ac~ 
companied him to South river, with the warmeft withes . 


“~ 


and reconciliation, 


AMER? GANy REVOLUTION. 


ef the city for his repofe, health and happinefs. Long, 1783. 


long may he enjoy them! , 
_ The definitive treaty between Great Britain and_ the, 
United States, together, with a joint letter from the mi- 


nifters of the United States, dated at Pafly the’.roth of, 
September, was laid before congrefs on the 13th of 


December. That and the. letter were referred to a,_¢,. 
committee, who reported upon them, January the 14th.Jan. 
The nine ftates prefent refolved unanimoufly to ratify- 


the definitive treaty. In téftimony of fuch ratification, 
they caufed the feal of the United States to be affixed 
to it; and sit. was witneffed by his excellency. Thomas 
Mifflin, - prefident. The treaty. begins—“ In the name 


Of the moft holy and undivided Trinity.”-—Then follows 


the introduction —“ It having pleafed. the Divine Pro- 
vidence to difpofe the hearts of the moft ferene and moft 
potent prince George the Third, by the .grace_of God, 


| king of Great Britain, “France and Ireland, .&c. &c, and 


of the United States of America. to.forget, all paft mif 


underftandings and differences; that haye uahappily in- 


_terrupted the good correfpondence. and friendfhip, which 


they. with’ mutually to reftore;, and, to eftablifh fuch a 
beneficial and fatisfactory intercourfe between the two 


- countries,..upon the ground, of reciprocal advantages 


and mutual: convenience, as, may promote. and fecure ta 


} both perpetual peace and harmony ; and having for 


this defirable end,. already laid the foundation of peace 
by the provifional articles, figned at 
Paris on the joth of N ovember 1782,),by the, commil, 


|) fioners empowered on each..part, which articles were 


agreed to be inferted in, and: to conftitute, the, treaty of 
be concluded between the, crown of 


peace propoled to | 
re Great 


. 
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1784+Great Britain and the {aid United States, &c. Bcc. his 


Britannic majefty, and the United States of America, in 
order to carry into full effe& the provifional articles, xc. 
have conftituted, that is to fay, his Britannic maijefty 
on his part, David Hartley-efq;-and. the aid. United, 
States on their part, John Adams efg; Benjamin Franke 
lin efq; John Jay efq; to.be the plenipotentiaries for the 
concluding and figning the prefent definitive treaty 3 
who after having reciprocally communicated their: refpecs 
tive full powers, have agreed upon and: confirmed the 
following articles.” The nine firft articles are the fame 
with the provifional, five or fix words excepted to ac- 
commodate them to the date of the treaty. ‘But the 


following roth article is added —e The folemn ratificd- 


tions of the prefent treaty, expedited in good and dug. 
form, fhall be exchanged between the contracting: par 
ties in the {pace of fix months, or fooner if poffible, to 
be computed from the day of the fignature of the pre» 
fent treaty. In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned, 


their minifters plenipotentiary, have ine their name, and. 
In virtue of our full powers, figned with our hands the 


prefent definitive treaty, and caufed the feals of our arms 
to be affixed thereto. — “Done at Paris, this third’day of 
September, in the year of our Lord, one thoufand feven 


hundred and eighty-three. (L.S.) D. Hartley. (L. 8.) 
Joh Adams, (L. S.) B. saan i cL. a Jeg ‘ 


Jay.” 


ot 


On the Fume oe the treaty was ratified, iciaatoalh una= 


nimoufly refolved upon tran{mitting to the feveral ftates,,” 


the recommendation agreed upon by the commiffioners 
in the sth provifional article: but too late for the credit 


of America, the benefit of the United S tates, or the res 
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lief of the loyalifts. It is conjeCtured, that between 1783 
twenty and thirty thoufand perfons have been forced 
upon a refidence at the new fettlement of Shelburne 
and others in Nova Scotia; all of whom might, by a 
temperate conduct and a noble {pirit of forgivenefs, have 
beemrendered good fubjects to the United States. Through 
refentment they may hereafter prove dangerous enemies, 
paticularly to the Maffachufetts, thould they be aided 
by foreign affilance. The United States have not only 
_ deprived themfelves of their perfonal fervice, but alfo 
of all their property, which is not inconfiderable, for 
there are many wealthy individuals among them. 
+)» Nearly the whole of the American army has been dif- 
panded s but The Society of the Cincinnati, which the late 
officers of it have eftablithed, has {pread a confiderable- 
| alarm. “General Knox, with the good intention of re-. 
conciling the minds of his military brethren to the pri- 
vate life on-which they were foon to enter, projected the 
| plan, before the circulation of the anonymous papers 
) othrough the-army in March 1783. ° When the dange- 
} *rous defign of thefe had been fruftrated by the prudence 
of the commander in chief, Knox imparted his propo- 
als to certain officers. They were afterward commu- 
_ epicated to the feveral regiments of the refpective lines, 
and an officer from each was appointed, who, with the 
generals, fhould take the fame into confideration at a 
meeting on the roth of May, at which baron Steuben, 
the fenior officer prefent, prefided, At their next meet- 
ing on the 13th, the plan having been revifed was ac- 
| cepted. The fubftance of it is The officers of the 
|. American army do hereby in the moft folemn manner 
| affociate, conftitute and combine themfelves into one 
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%783- Society of Friends, to endure as long as they Shallendure,, 
or any of their eldef male pofterity ; and infailure: thereof, 
the collateral branches, who may be judged worthy ofbe>, 
coming its fupporters and members.—mThe-efiicers:-of the, 
American army, having generally-been. taken fron ste | 
citizens of America, poffefs high veneration for. the chas). 
racter of that illuftrious Rech Lucius Quintus (Cincins. 
notus, and being refolved to follow his example, , by. re- 
turning to their citizenfhip, they think they may with, 
propriety denominate themfelves The Society,of the Gite. 
emnati. The following principles fhall, be ammutable—, ‘ 
an inceflant attention to preferve inviolate the exalted, 
rights and liberties: of human nature for which they, have 
fought and bled—and an unalterable determination, to 
promote and cherifh between the refpective {tates unio — 
and national honor ;eto render permanent, cordiahafs 
fection, and the {pirit of brotherly kindnefs among the, 

_ officers; and to extend aéts of beneficence toward. thofe: 
officers and their families, who ‘may, -unfortunately»,be: 
under the neceffity of receiving it. , The general fociety, 
will, for the fake of frequent communications, be. di- 
vided into ftate focieties, and thofe again into fuch difs — 
tricts as fhall be directed by the ftate focieties., ~The: ‘ 
ftate focieties fhall meet on the fourth of July annually, 
and the general fociety on the firft Monday in May ane, 
nually,, fo long as they fhall deem it neceflary, and af- 

_ terward at leaft once in every three years. “The flate 

- focieties are to have a prefident, vice- prefident, fecretaryy). 
treafurer, and affiftant-treafurer. The meeting of the. 
general fociety fhall confift of its officers, and a repres 
fentation from each ftate fociety, in number not exceed. 
ing five, whofe ARR fhall be borne by their refpec=,. 

ive: F 
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tive ftate focieties. In the general meeting, the prefi- 183. 


dent, vice-prefident,: fecretary, affiftant-fecretary, trea- 
furer, and affiftant-treafurers-general, fhall be chofen to 


ferve until the next meeting. Thole officers who are 


foreigners, are to be confidered as members in the foci- 
»eties of any of the ftates in which they may happen to 
be. As there are and will at all times be men in the 
-refpective ftates eminent for their abilities and patriotifm, 
whofe views may be directed to the fame laudable ob- 
jects with thofe of the Cincinnati, it fhall be a rule to 
admit fuch. characters, as honorary members of the fo- 
ciety for their own lives only: provided that the num~ 


‘ber of the honorary: members does not exceed a ‘ratio 


of one to four of thé officers and their de{cendants.. The 
fociety fhall have an order by which its members fhall 
be known and diftinguifhed, which fhall be a: medal of 
gold, of a proper fize to receive the propofed emblems, 
and to be fufpended by a deep blue ribbon, two inches 
wide, edged with white, defcriptive of the union of 
America and France.” 

The fociety at the faid meeting directed, that the 
prefident-general fhould tranfmit, as foon as might be, 
to each of the following characters, a medal containing 
the order of the fociety, viz. the chevalier de la Lu- 
zerne, the Sieur Gerard, the count d’Eftaing, the count 
de Graffe, the count de Barras, the chevalier d’Eftouches, 
the count de Rochambeau, and the generals and colo- 
nels in the army; and fhould acquaint them, that. “* the 
fociety do themfelves the honor to confider them as 

members,» They alfo refolved, that the members of 
the feveral ftate focieties fhould aflemble as foon as may 


be for the choice of their officers; ‘“ that general Fleath, | 


baron 
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1783>baron Steuben, and’ ‘general Knox, be committee to 
wait on the commander in chief, with/a’ copy of the dm 


ftitutions and requeft him to hotior thes@tiety by: placinik 
his name at the head of it.» «They dikewife:defired — 
‘general Heath to tranfmit copies:of the inttitution, with | 


the proceedings thereon, to the cotnmanding officer iof — 


the fouthern army, the fenior officer inieach ftaté, frorh 
Pennfylvania to Georgia inclufive, and to:thé command- 
ing officer of the Rhode Ifland ine, requetting them 
to ~culeé fuch meafures as may appear to them: ineceflary 
for expediting the eftablifhment of their ‘flate:focieties, 
Circular letters were accordingly written ; and ithe plar 
of the Cincinnati carried into. execution, without - the 
feaft oppofition being ie to it ” — one: flate; or 
mea of men inany, i. ian goign 

» A pamphlet was ‘at length wisbishied fiened Cafins, 
iol Charleftown, October 10,’ £78 3° entitled Confides 
rations on the Society or Order of Cincinnati; swith this 
motto, * Blow ye the trumpet in Zion.” ‘Tt is thought 
to be written by Aidanus Burke ef;'one of the chief 
juitices of South Carolina; and is welliexecuteds (The 
author undertakes to prove, “ that the Cincinnati cre: 
ates two diftin&t orders among the Ameticans—1ft A 
race of hereditary nobles, founded on the military; tot 
gether with the powerful families, and firft-rate,: leading 
men-in the ftate, whofe view it will ever be, 26 rule: 
and 2dly, The people or plebeians, whofe only view:is 
hot to be opprefled; but whofe certain fate it will be te 


fuffer oppreffion under the inftitution.” Remarking 
upon the reafon for the members being called the Gime 


cimnati, he exclaims—* As they were taken from the 


— why in the name of God not be contented "46 
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return to citizenfhip‘, without ufurping an hereditary #782 
order ? or with what ” propriety can they denominate‘* 
themielves from Cincinnatus, with an ambition fa 
rank, as to aim at nothing lefs, than Ostum cum Dignt- 
‘fate, Retirement and a peerage? Did that virtuous 
Roman, having fubdued the enemies of his country, 
and'returned home to tend. his vineyards and plant his 
dabbages; did:he confer an hereditary order of peerage 
on hinofelf and: his fellow foldiers? I anfwer, No; it 
was more than He dared to do.” When near the end 
he fays;——"* With:regard to myfelf, I will be candid to 
own, that although I am morally certain the inftituties | 
will entaik upon us the evils I have mentioned: yet I | 
have not the moft ditant idea, that ic will come to a | a 
diffolution. The firft clais, or leading gentry in the i 
ftate fof South Carolina] and who will always hold the iia 
government, will find their intereft in fupporting a dif- i if 


tinction that will gratify their ambition, by removing | 
them far above their fellow citizens. The middling a 
order of our gentry, and fubjtantial landholders, may. a 
fee its tendency; but they can take no ftep.to oppofe it, 
having little to do with government. And the lower 
clafs, with the city populace, will never reafon on it, : 
till they feel the fmart, and then they will have neither nt j 2 
the power nor capacity for a reformation.” / eh 
» The alarm is become fo univerfal, that the general ‘ie 
fociety, at their meeting to be held at Philadelphia in a 
May, mutt agree upon alterations, and remove the moft 
ebrioxious parts of the plan, or the ftates will be likely 
“40 fet their faces againft the Cincinnati, as a dangerous 
erder. Many of the American officers have undoubt-, 
edly become members merely upon prudential motives, 

and 
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1783. and will join their influence for the removal of fuch ob= 


noxious parts. General Greene, the late commanding’ 
officer of the fouthern army, has acknowledged to me 


in converfation, that there is not in the fociety, as at 
prefent conftituted, a delicacy with regard to the general 
body of American citizens; and it may be fairly pre- _ 
fumed, that a fimilar fentiment is efpoufed by the late — 
commander in chief. It is to be hoped, that the feveral _ 


{tates will unite in determining, that the fociety hall 
diffolve with the deaths of the prefent officers and hono- 


rary members, and that it fhall not be perpetuated by — 


an acceffion of new and younger ones. In their’ late 
conteft with Great Britain they acted upon the maxim— 
obfta principiis. ‘They mutt apply it afrefh for their fecu- 
rity again{t lordly dominion. 

How much a people, and povebinisieal powers, are 


prone to put up with and praétife internal encroach» 


ments upon liberty, when they have fecured themfelves 
from fuch as are foreign, may appear from the following 
facts. 

In 1782, captain Gilbert Dench was chofen fui Hop. 
kinton, and fuffered to fit as member in the Mafflachu- 
fetts houfe of reprefentatives, though he had a dwelling 


~ 


in and lived at Bofton for a full year before the choice. | 


Edward Pope efq; was reprefentative for Dartmouth and 
naval officer at the fame time.. Both were under an 
abfolute difqualification by the conftirution. On.Tuef-: 


day the 6th of May, 1783, the town of Bofton, which 
could not comply with a warden-act, upon the plea that 


it was againft the conititution, chofe James Sullivan efgs. 
one of their reprefentatives in direct -Oppofition to the 


conftitutioun, which requires that every reprefentative 
5 | fhould 
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to reprefent, ove year at leaf? next preceding his election. 
When the propriety of his election was inquired into by 
the houfe, a majority determined in favor of it; upon 
the flimfy plea, that he tranfa€ted bufinefs in Bofton 
though he flept at Cambridge, and removed with an 
| intenijon of becoming an inhabitant, in time to have 
completed that inhabitancy which the conttitution re- 
| quires; .and, that.his {topping at Cambridge to fecure 
the, health.of one-of-his family, whofe life muft have 
been endangered by her {pending the fummer in Botton, 
was,.eccafioned bys.an act of God. The fame caufe 
which, fecuredhis- election, fecured his feat, viz. an 
avowed and-vidlent.oppofition to every moderate mea- 
fure in favor of the parties who, by the provifional arti- 
eles, were to be the objects of the congreffional recom- 
mendation. , 

By a paragraph in a bill, aieah was before the houfe 
(during this their firft feffion) and afterward paffed into 
-alaw, cafes were fubmitted to the fole judgment of two 
juitices of peace, that ought to have been left to the 
determination of a jury. But certain members pro- 

teited againit it, affigning the following reafons for their 
fo doing—“ 1. Becaule we apprehend other provifion 
I) might have been made, confiftent with the conftitution, 
-and at the fame time more effectual for the purpofe of 


j and joined the enemies of the United States, than thar 
| provided in the paragraph aforefaid. Such conftitu- 
tional and more effectual provifion was moved and urged 
by the diffentients and others, as a fubftitute in place of 
) the faid paragraph, andis as follows, viz. “Provided never- 

ol thelefs, 


] preventing the return of perfons who have left this ftate 
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’ fhould have been an inhabitant of the town he is chofen 1783 
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4783. thelefs,.that if any perfon committed as ofanil fhall, — 
before the warrant is made out by the governor to fend 
him out of the ftate, petition the. governor, he fhall, 
with advice of council, appoint three juftices of the — 
county, quorum unus, where fuch perfon ftands com-_ 
mitted, to iffue their precept for a jury to be drawn out _ 
of the fuperior court box and fummoned to appear at 
a certain time and place, and to inquire on oath. whe- 
ther’the perfon fo committed is within the act aforefaid; — 
and if the jury hall return their verdiét, that fuch per- — 
fon is not within faid aét, then he fhall be difcharged. 

and not be tranfported: but fuch perfon fhall not be 

liberated from his confinement until a verdict is fo given 

in his favor. And in every fuch cafe the juftices fhall 

appoint fome meet perfon to aé& as council on behalf of 

government, at the expence of the commonwealth, 

And the perfon petitioning for fuch trial fhall pay all the 

eoft thereof in the fame manner as other perfons are 
obliged to do, in: bringing forward a fuit at law 
« 9. Becaufe by the faid paragraph, that effential. right 
of freemen, @ ¢rial by jury, is taken away, and every 
. fubject of this commonwealth expofed to be deprived 
of his liberty, property and rights of citizenfhip, and 

to the infamous punifhment of banifhment,. by the fole 

judgment of two juftices of the peace.—* 3. Becaufe it 
is a fagrant and direct violation of the principles and: i 
{pirit o the conflitution, and. the letter of the declaras | ‘a 
tion of rights, art. xii, which provides that, 7” No fub~_ 
ject fhall be arrefted, imprifoned, defpoiled, a deg q 
of. his property, immunities or privileges, put out. of 
the protection of the law, exiled or deprived of his life, 
liberty or eftate, but by the judgment. of his peers, on 
the 
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‘the law of the land. And the legiflature fhall not make 1783+ 
any law, that fhall fubjeét any perfon to a capital or i- 
famous punifhment, excepting for the government of ee 
the army and navy, without trial by jury“:— 4: Be- ii 
caufe it furnifhes a precedent of a teiidency, moft dan- 
serous and fatal to the fecurity of the lives, liberties and 
property of the fubjects of this commonwealth.” The 

| proteft was fubfcribed by William Phillips, Nathaniel 

| Appleton, Caleb Davis, Thomas Dawes, all of the Bofton 
| board; by Thomas Clarke; James Swan, Solomon ih 

) . Lovell, Ebenezer Warren, John Choate; Nathan Dane, te 
Bailey Bartlett, James Bancroft, John Burke; Samuel ie 
Loring, James Perry, John H. Bartlet, Peter Penniman; wae : 
Jacob Ludwig, Theodore Sedgwick, William King, | a 
Thompfon J. Skinner, John Bacon, William Bodman, | 

Timothy Childs, and Nathaniel Wyman. nie) 

When the recommendation from congrefs of lat 17944 i} AP 

January the rath, was received, various methods Were hh il q 
practifed to prevent the good effects of it. It was ie 
roundly afferted by fome of the popular leaders; that a ; 
Mr. John Adams did not wifh that the fame fhould be | | : \ | 
regarded. To counteract fuch reports, Mr: Adams’s. ‘i | 
jetter of Septémber the 10th (page 350) was corhmu- We. 

 nicated to certain gentlemen of the fenate and houfe, Pe 

who copied the fame themfelves, the more fully to de- 
feat fuch affertions. But even Mr. J. Adams’s exprefs 
declaration in favor of the tories could not influence the 
| general court to the exercife of a becorhing moderation. 
| As to Mr. Marbois’ letter (p. 333) he has privately 
pronounced it to be official; wliich he afferts: exempts 
him from all obligation to acknowledge it: this accounts 
\ 
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has made a confpicuous figure in congrefs. 
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for his having difowned it to a certain gentleman whe 


The peace has afforded me the opportunity of gaining 
further information as to certain particulars relating to 
the war, which it may be proper to mention. 

When lieutenant colonel Tarleton approached Char- 
Jotte-ville, he difpatched a troop of horfe under captain | 

M‘Leod, three miles further to Mr. Jefferfon’s * houfe, 
with the double object of taking him and the two fpeak- 
ers of the fenate and delegates, prifoners; and of re- 
maining there in vidette, as the houfe had a command- 
ing view of half a fcore counties round about. | Tarle-_ 
ton gave ftrict orders to the captain to fuffer nothing to 


be injured. The troop failed in their defign of making 
, prifoners: notwithf{tanding which, M‘Leod preferved 


every thing with facred care during his tarriance thete 
of about eighteen hours. Colonel Tarleton was juft as 


- Jong at Charlotté-ville; when he was hurried from thence 


by the news of the rifing of the militia, and by a fudden fall 
of rain which threatened to fwell the river, and intercept 


_ his return. In general he did little injury to the inha-~ 


bitants on that fhort and hafty excurfion, which ‘was 
about 60 miles from the main army, then in Spotfylva-— 
nia. Lord Cornwallis afterward proceeded to the Point 
of Fork, and encamped his army from thence all along © 
the main James river to a feat of Mr. Jefferfon’s, called) 
Elkhill; and made it his head quarters for the ten days 
of his rernaining in that pofition. Mr. Jetieaongs bape 
pily had time to remove moft of his effects out of the’ 
houfe, His ftocks of cattle, fheep and hogs, together) 
with what corn was wanted, were ufed for the fuftenance © 


* Now the American plenipotentiary at the court of Verfailles. — 
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of the army; and all his horfes, capable of fervice, were 178%- 
carried off: This was no other than Mr. Jefferfon ex- 

pected. But the throats of the horfes too young for y 
fervice were cut; his growing crops of corn and tobacco 
|, were burned, together with his barns, containing the 
ij fame articles of the preceding year, and all the f 


£ 


ences on 
| the plantation, fo as to leave it an abfolute wafte. Thefe 
) things were perpetrated under lord Cornwallis’s eye; the 
; | _fituation of the houfe, in which he was, commanding a 
} view of every part of the plantation. The reft of the i 
| neighbourhood was treated in fomewhat the fame ftile; : \ 7 
} but not with that fpirit of total extermination which ane 
feemed to rage over Jefferfon’s pofleffions. Wherever Lae 


the army under his lordfhip went, the dwelling houfes oo 


were plundered of every thing which could be carried 
|) off. Hundreds of eye witnefles can prove, that his Ha 
lordfhip’s table was ferved with plate thus pillaged from } Wy 
private houfes ; though his lordfhip’s character in Great i ie 
| Britain will forbid the belief of his fharing in the plun- ae 
4 der. By an eftimate made at the time, on the beft in- at ae 
- formation that could be collected, the ftate of Virginia ne | 
} loft, during Cornwallis’s attempts to reduce it, 30,000 | 
flaves; about 27,000 of whom died o 
and camp fever: the reft are thought to have been partly 

fent to the Weft Indies, and partly to NE vw York, and 
| from thence, before the evacuation, to Nova Scotia and 
MW elfewhere. The whole devaftations occ Tia by the 


Britifh army, during the fix months previous to their 
furrender at York Town, are fuppofed to amount to 

about three te 
‘© The lofs of men fuftained bythe town of New 
Hlaven, out of the continen # fine. “6 from among the 
D ! 2 7, militia, 
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#784, militia, féamen and other inhabitants, is eftimated at 
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210. New Haven is about a twenty-fourth part of 
Connecticut ; reckoning’ therefore the fame proportion 
of lofs to the whole ftate, the namber loft will amount 
to $040. Connecticut is efteemed about a twelfth part. 
of the American ftates ; reckoning the fame proportion 
of lofs therefore to the whole, the total amount will be q 
60,480; but New York, New Jerfey, and the fouthern 
itates, have, doubtlefs, fuffered a greater lofs in propor- 
tion to their numbers than Conneticut. It is therefore 
probable that the whole lofs of lives is not lefs than . 
79,000 *.”” Vaft numbers died on board the prifon x 
fhips at New York: not lefs, it is afferted, than 1 1,000 °° 
in one only, the Ferfey +. Many perifhed in confequence 
of their being fo crowded together, others through cruel 
ufage, and feveral for want of thofe exertions which 
would have prevented fatal ficknefs and have promoted 
health. 

The Britifh forces are charged with ante utterly 
deftroyed more than fifteen places of public worfhip 
within the United States, during the courfe of the war. 
Moft of thefe they burnt, and others they levelled with 
the ground, leaving in fome places not a veftige of their 
former fituation. ‘A number of others they nea de- @ 
ftroyed, by converting them into barracks, gals, hofpi- f 
tals, and riding fchodls, In New York, there were 
nineteen places of worfhip whea the war began ; and © 
when the city was evacuated, there were but nine fit for 


x The Rev. Benjamin Trumbull’ Thankfgiving Sermon: at North- ‘ 
Haven, Dec. 11, 1783. | et ‘ 
+ Dr.-Ezra Stiles’s Eletion Sermon before the governor and genersl: : 
affembly of Connetticut, May 8, 1783, Pp Ase 
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and property which they have fuftained, they have abun- i) 


{carce, if an inftance in hiftory, of fo great a revolution 
being effected in fo fhort a time, and with fo little lofs 
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5 
ufe. Trinity church and the Old Lutheran were indeed pase 
deftroyed by the fire. But whatever the Americans may 


object againft the Britifh, on account of the lofs of lives 
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dant caufe for thankfulnefs to the God of armies for 
having conducted them through the conteft into a ftate 
of independence, with fufferings fo fhort and light com- 
paratively confidered. {t was not quite eight years that 
they were engaged in it, computing from the firft com- 


mencement of hoftilities to the ratifying of the provi- 


fional treaty. ‘This is alefs time than that, in which the 
ftates of Holland (in their glorious ftruggle with Spain) 
dared fo much as to claim independence. ‘There is 


of lives and property *.  ~ a 


From what has been already related, you will collect ig 


for yourfelf the charaéters of the two late generals of i 
the northern and fouthern armies, under whofe commands rai 
the American war terminated. You may wifh however ae 
to receive fome additional information concerning them. 


His excellency George Wafhington is defcended from 


in England were expoted to various diftrefles previous 
to the reftoration. Virginia does not afford thofe advan- 
tages for a univerfal education, which are enjoyed in 
Europe—a quarter of the world his excellency never 
vifited, Strong powers and clofe application compen- 
fated in feveral refpects. for the deficiencies of his native 
country. His epiftolary and other compofitions, which, 

ae * Dr, Rodgers’s Sermon, 


(te. ae appeared, 
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A few ftri€tures muft fuffice. ut 


a family that emigrated to V irginia, when the royalifts th a 
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1784.appeared while he fuftained a public character, will be 


a lafting credit to him. He was happy in having a fuc- 
ceffion of able fecretaries, whom he undoubtedly em- 
ployed in drawing up many of his official papers, after 
having dictated the matter of them: but his private 
correlpondences, and others which from time and cir- 
cumftances mult neceffarily have employed his own pen, 
fhow that he: was equal to any of thofe publications; 
which had his name affixed to them by his authority. © 
It would be abfurd to expeét, that he -fhould equal in - 
military {kill the firft-European generals, when he has — 

xjoyed neither their opportunities nor experience for 
perfeding 1 himfelf: but it may be juftly afferted con-— 
cerning him, that he was the beft general the Americans © 
could have had to command them. ‘The world has 
been miftaken in one opinion refpecting his excellency, 

whofe natural temper pofiefles more of the Marcellus 
and lefs of the Fedius than has been generally imagined. 
The event juftified his difcernment in fixing upon the 
honorable Nathaniel Greene to command the fouthern , 
army, when the refolve of congrefs produced a vacancy: 
but feveral of the firlt officers in his own, thought at the 
time, that a wrong choice had been made.. 

The parents of the honorable Nathaniel Greene were 


quakers, and defcended from fome of the firft fettlers 


in the Rhode Ifland government ; under which the ge~ 


neral was born in or about 1741. ‘The father was an 


anchor-fmith, had confiderabie iron works, carried on 
a large ftroke of bufinefs, and was concerned in fhipping. 
‘The fon Nathaniel, being prompted by a laudable am- 


‘bition and a thirtt after knowledge while a boy;. learned 


the Latin, chiefly by .his own induftry, and ais very I 
: Tiled is 
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little help. . He procured a {mall library, and improved 1784e 


£ 


his mind by reading. He had a prevailing tafte for 
military hiftory ; which he indulged by borrowing fuch 
publications, when it did not fuit him to purchafe. He 
was at an early period of life, c hofen a member of the 
Rhode Ifland affembly; and difcharged his truft fo as 
to give the higheft fatisfaction to his conftituents, 
Though educated in the peaceable principles of quaker- 
ifm, yet he thought himfelf called, by the pecuharity 
of the times, to take an aétive part in the defence of 
American liberty. Upon his affuming the military 


character, the quakers renounced all connection with, 


him as a,member. of their particular body, by reading 


-him out of the meeting. He was cholen general, to 


command the regiments raifed by Rhode Ifland, for the 
affiftance of the Maffachufetts. He was at length ho- 
nored with the confidence of general Wafhington: but 
his influence was limited. He was of a humane difpo- 
fition ; but refolutely fevere when the fame was neceflary. 
He was of a firm, intrepid, and independent mind. He 
abhorred the cruelties that were practifed by the parti- 
zans of each fide, and ftrongly inculcated a fpirit of 
moderation. Toa prevailing knowledge of this difpo- 
fition, he afcribed his being {pared by the tories in 
Carolina, who, he thought, could have fhot him repeat; 
edly, had they been fo minded. The fame amiable 
Sear influenced him to declare againft the meafure 
which the South Carolina legiflature adopted, when they 


paffed the confifcating act at Jackfonborough *. 
| The 
* In O&tober, 17 ay the honorable Nathaniel Greene failed from 


17 
Rhode Ifland to Georgia, where he had a confiderable eftate not far 


diftant from avannatt! de Set he pafled away his time, occupied in 
Dd4 domettic 
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47°4- The prefent letter is intended for the Jatt upon the 

affairs of the United States; and fhall clofe with fome 
account of their refpective conftitutions. | 

You may recollect, that in the courfe of our corref- 

pondence, no account of New Hamphhire ftate’s having 

agreed upon a conttitution, has been forwarded. The 

event itfelf did not take place till the 31ft of laft O&o- 

ber. The returns from the feveral towns being examined; 

and it appearing, that the bill of rights and form of 


domeftic concerns, as the private citizen. In June, 1786, while walk: 
ing without an umbrella, the intenfe rays of the fun upon his head 
_overpowered him, and brought on an inflammation of the brain, which 
ina few days carried him off. Thus he died by a ftroke of the fun— 
probably the diforder that proved fatal to the fon of the Shunamite.. 
When the account of his death arrived at Savannah, the inhabitants 
were ftruck with the deepeft forrow, All bufinefs was {ufpended, 
"The thops and ftores throughout the town were fhut ; and the fhips in 
the harbour had their colours half mafted on the mournful occafion, 
"The body was brought to Savannah, and interred on the 2oth. In 
Auguft, the United States in congrefs aflembled came to the following — 
refolution, ‘* ‘That 4 monument be erected to the memory of Nathaniel 
Greene efg; at the feat of the foederal government, with the following 
infeription : : 
Sacred to the Memory of R 
NATHANIEL GREENE, Efq ; 
who departed this life, on 
the nineteenth of June, MDCCLXXxxvI ; | 
lae MAJOR-GENERAL 
in the fervice of the United ae 5 
and ‘ 
Commander of their Army 
in the Southern Department ; | 
‘The United States in “Congrefs aflembled, bi, 
in honour of his 
Patriotifm, Valour, and Ability, 
have erected this Monument,” 
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government laid before the people were approved of by 1754s 
_ them, the fame were on that day eftablifhed by the dele- 
gates of the people, and declared to be the civil con- 

- ftitution for the ftate of New Hampbhhire, to take place 
the firft Wednefday of next June; and in the mean 
time, the general court under the prefent government 

‘is to make all the neceflary arrangements for introducing = 
the faid conftitution, at the time and in the manner 
_ therein defcribed. eo 
New Hampfbire reckons the rights of confcience among | 


the unalienable natural rights of mankind; and with her ie 
neighbouring fifter ftate, the Maffachufetts, declares that a 
© no fubject fhall be hurt, molefted, or reftrained, in his Ue 
perfon, liberty, or eftate, for worfhipping God, in the eth : 
manner and feafon moft agreeable to his own confci- 
ence; or for his religious profeffion or fentiments— ee 
provided he doth not difturb the public peace, or obftruct i Og 
others in their religious worfhip.” Both empower the [ 

legiflature to authorize the feveral towns, parifhes, bodies- 
politic, or religious focieties, to make fuitable provifion ae 


at their own expence, for the fupport and maintenance fate 
of public Proteftant teachers of piety, religion and mora- | 
lity, in all cafes where fuch provifion thall not be made Re 
| voluntarily. But the towns, &c. are, at all times, to ( 
| have the exclufive right of choofing their own. public 
teachers, and of contracting with them for their fupport 
and maintenance. Inftead of adding, “* And all per- 
fons, whatfoever opinions concerning religion they may 

rofefs;”’ their words are—‘ And every denomination of 
| Chriftians demeaning themfelves peaceably, and as good 
— fubjeéts of the commonwealth, fhall be equally under 


the oe af the law; and no fubordination of one 
fect 
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#754 fect or denomination to another, fhall ever be <ftablithed 
by law.” The prefident,- council, fenate, and houfe of | 
reprefentatives of New Hamp/nire, are to be of the Pro 
teitant religion. .The governor, lieutenant governor, || 
counfellor, fenator and reprefentative of the Mafachuj ujfeitsy 
are to declare their belief in the Chriftian region, 

The foundation principle on which Rhode Jand and 
Providence Plantatiens united, has been early mentioned | 
(Vol. 1. p. 37.) A fimilar fentiment was introduced 
into the charter of the i sth of Charles I. by which it: 
is provided, “© That no perfon within the faid colony, 
at any time hereafter, fhall be any wife molefted, 
punifhed, difquieted, or called in queftion, for any dif, | 
ferences of opinion in matters of religion, who does not_ 
actually difturb the civil peace of the faid colony.” The 
ftate of Khode Ifland has continued its government fince © 
cealing to be a colony, according to the general defign | 
of the charter. The confttitution admits not of religious 
eftablifhments, any~ further than the fame depend upon 
the voluntary choice of individuals; and no particular — 
fe& can claim pre-eminence. a 

Connecticut has changed its former mode of govern- 
rent, only fo far as to accommodate it to the feparation i 
which has taken place between that and the parent ftate. 
Religious liberty is nearly, if not exaétly, upon the fame 
footing there as in the Maffachufetts. ‘ | 
The New York conititution, to cuard. againtt that 
{pirttual oppreffion and intolerance, wherewith the bigory 
and ambition of weak and wicked priefts and princes, — 4 
have feourged mankind,” ordains, determines, and de- — "4 
Clares, “ that the free exercite and enjoyment of religi-@ ‘ 
OUS) pr ote ffion and worfhip, without difcrimination er) 
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preference, fhall for ever hereafter be allowed within the 1784+ 


faid {tate to all mankind. Provided, that the liberty of 
conicience hereby granted, fhall not be fo conftrued, as 
to excufe a¢ts of licentioufnefs, or juftify practices in- 
confiftent with the peace or fafety of the ftate.” 

The ftate of New Ferjey eftablifhed, “ That no per-~ 
fon fhall ever, within the fame, be deprived of the in- 
eftimable privilege of worfhipping mighty God in a 
manner agreeable to the dictates of his own confcience; 
nor, under any pretence whatever, be compelled to attend 
any place of worfhip, contrary to his own faith and judg- 
ment; nor fhall any perfon ever be obliged to pay tithes, 
taxes, or any other rates, for the purpofe of building or 
repairing any other church or churches, place or places 
of worfhip, or for the maintenance of any minifter or 
miniftry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or 
has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himfelf to per> 
form :——That there fhall be no eftablifhment of any one 
religious fe& in preference to another; and that no Pros 
teftant inhabitant fhall be denied the enjoyment of any 
civil right, merely on account of his religious principles; 
but that all perfons profeffing a belief in the faith of any 
Proteftant fect *, who fhall demean themfelves peace 
ably under the government as hereby. eftablifhed, fhall 
be capable of ae elected into any office of profit ‘or 
truft, or of being a member of either branch of the 


legiflature, and fhall fully and freely enjoy every privi- 


—Jege and immunity enjoyed by others their fellow fub- 


jects.” The 17th article declares, “ That the eftates 


“# «¢ This is a more enlarged toleration than Ewropcan policy has yet, 
in almoft any inflance, admitted: but perfect confiftency would not 
confine it to Proteftants, or to any fyftcm of religion,” 
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of fuch perfons as fhall deftroy their own lives, thal} 
not, for that offence, be forfeited; but fhall defcend in 
the fame manner as they would have done, had fuch 
perfons died in the natural way; nor fhall any article 
which may occafion accidentally the death of any one, 
be henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any wife for- | 
feited on account of fuch misfortune.’”’ A fimilar article 
was afterward introduced into the New Hamphhire con- 
ftitution. noi 

The 2d article of the Pasha declaration of 
rights afferts—-° That all men have a natural and un- 
alienable right to worfhip Almighty God, according to the 
dictates a their own confciences and underftanding : 
and that no man ought, or, of right, can be compelled 
to attend. any religious worfhip; or ereét or fupport any 
place of worfhip; or maintain any miniftry contrary to, 
or againft his own free will and ¢onfent: nor can any 
man wha acknowledges the being of a God, be juftly 
deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on 
account of his religious fentiments *, or peculiar mode 
of religious worfhip; and that no authority can, or 
ought to be vefted in, or affumed by, any power what- 
ever, that fhall, in any cafe interfere with, or in any man- 
ner control the right of confcience, in the free exercife 
of religious worfhip.” The 15th article declares, 
«© That all men have a natural inherent right to emi- : 


30 


x 


* ‘This however did not prevent a grofs inconfiftency in The Frame 
of Government, which, by the roth fection, requires, that in order for ' 
admiffion into the houfe of reprefentatives, each member fhould fub- M 
fcribe, befide a declaration of his faith in one God, his acknowledg-_ ; 


‘ment of the {criptures of the Old and New Teftament as of oi { 


_ jnfpization, 


grate 


| 
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grate from one ftate to another that will receive them, 17%4- 
or to form a new ftate in vacant countries, or in fuch 


countries as they can purchafe, whenever they think that 


thereby they may promote their own happineds. 


The 4d article of the Delaware declaration 1s fubftan- 


| tially the fame with that of Pennfylvania. The 3d fays, 


« That all perfons profeffing the Chriftian religion, 
ought for ever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in the 


{tate *; unlefS under colour of religion, any man difturb 


the peace, the happinefs, or Safety of fociety.” By the 


agth fection in the fyftem of government, it is fixed— 
“© That there fhall be no eftablifhment of any one reli- 
gious fect in the ftate in preference to another.” 

"The Maryland declaration is remarkably full, parti 
cular, and pointed as to the objects of conftitutional 
right and fecurity. The 33d article relates to religious 
liberty, and expreffes, “ That as it is the duty of every 
man to worfhip Ged in fuch manner as he thinks moft 
acceptable to him, all perfons profeffing the Chriftian 
religion are equally entitled to protection in their religi+ 
ous liberty: wherefore no perfon ought, by any law, to 
be molefted in his perfon or eftate, on account of his 


] religious perfuafion or profeffion, or for his religious prac- 


tice; unlefs, under colour of religion, any man fhall 
difturb the good order, peace, or fafety of the ftate, or 
foall infringe + the laws of morality, or injure others in 


* The Syftem of Government requires, notwithftanding, that every 
perfon, chofen a member of either honfe, or appointed to any office 
or place of truft, fhould formally declare his faith in the Trizitariaz 
_ ‘doftrine, and in the divine infpiration of the Old and New Teftament. 
_@ + © This claufe is certainly vague, and open to oppreffive con- 


RruGtion < all that can conte under the legal punifhment to be inflicted 
by 2 fate, is expreffed in the preceding and fubfequent claufes.” 
7 : their 
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3784. their natural, civil, or religious rights: nor ought any 


( a 


perfon to be compelled to Heehenst or maintain, or con- 
tribute (unlefs on contract) to maintain any particular 
place of worthip, or any particular miniftry : yet the 
legiflature may, in their difcretion, lay a general and | 
equal tax, for the fupport of the Chriftian religion $ 
leaving to each individual the power*of appointing the 
payment of the money collected from him, over to the 
fupport of any particular place of worthip, or minifter, | 
or for the benefit of the poor of his own denomination, - 
or the poor in general of any particular county. But 
the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other property now | 
belonging to the church of F hay ought to remain | 
to the church of England for ever.” A preceding arti- ' 
cle declared, “ That there ought to be no forfeiture 
of any part of the eftate of any perfon for any crime, | 
except murder, or treafon apain{t the ftate, and then 
only on conviction and attainder. In the s¢th fection” 
of the form of government, it is exprefsly appointed, : | 
that every perfon before entering on any office of truft or | 
profit, fhall fubfcribe a declaration of his belief in | the ; 
Chniftian religion. . 
Virginia hath not introduced its form of government | 
with any declaration of general principles: nor made 
mention of any either toleration or teft. The executive i 
“power is divided between the governor, the council of r 
{tate, and the county courts, or venerable collections of i 
juftices of peace. The delegates and fenate may be of ‘, 
this*rank. The governor’s thare of the executive is _ 
trifling. The county courts or juftices of the peace, 
peice the authority of recommending to the governor : 
candidates on vacancies in their own body, officers for ‘| 


the 


iran 


~ p- 


» 


‘| the commonwealth. 


eplace of truft or profit in the civil daeriaces 0 f th 
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‘the militia, and nominating the fheriffs and coroners, 724, 


are to appoint the clerks of the feveral county courts in 
For thefe reafons the conftitution 
is charged with involving in ita fyftem for oe nee 
an ariftocracy.’ It is thought, however, to be alterable 

at pleafure by fubfequent legiflatures, in as much as the 
electors of the défbeaces and reprefentatives, who formed 
the convention in 1776, had no idea of independence 


-and a-permanent republic, and coul Id not mean to vet 
-in the convention any authorities other than thofe of the 


ordinary legiflature. 
sins Carolina in the declaration of. rights maintains, 
«That all men have a natural and unalienable right t Lo 


) . worfhip Amighty Ged, according to the dictates of ther 
“own confcience; and yet eftablifhes it as an article in 


the form of government, ° That no perfon who fhaii 
denv the being of a Ged, or the truth of the Proteftant 
d DD 3 


} religion, or the divine authority of the Old or New 


Teftament, fhall be capable of holding any attiges or 


{rates 

By the Sexth Carolina confutution, among the qualifi- 
cations of electors for members of the houfe of kicaa 
fentatives. or fenate, is that of ‘ acknowledging th 
being of a God, and belief in a future ftate of rewards 
and punifhments.”’ 
fon fhall be dligible to fit in the houfe of repreientatives, 


unlefs he be of the Proteftant religion :” and that the 


It alfo prefcribes, “* That .no per- 


governor, the lieutenant governor, privy council and 
| fenate, fhall be of the dame religion. The 33th article 


provides, “ That all perfons and religious focieties, who 
acknowledge that there is one Ged, and a future Rate of 
rewards 


Te repo 
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+784. rewards and punifhments, and that God is publicly to be 
worfhipped, fhall be freely tolerated.”’ It then proceeds, 
“« The Chriftian Proteftant religion fhall be deemed, 
and is hereby conftituted and declared to be, the efta- 
blifhed religion of the ftate; and all denominations of 
Chriftian Proteftants, demeaning themfelves peaceably 
and Fie bee fhall enjoy equal religious and civil pri+ 
vileges.”” 

_ The conftitution of Georgia declares, < That all per4 
fons whatever fhall have the free exercife of their reli. 
gion, provided it be not repugnant to the peace and 
fatety of the ftate; and fhall not, unlefs by confent, 
fupport any teacher or teachers, except thofe of their 
own profeffion :” but it requires that the reprefentatives, 
who are the legiflature of the ftate, and who eleé& out 
of their own body the governor and executive council, 
fhould be of the Proteftant religion. af 
Some of the conftitutions declare, “ That no clergy 
man, or preacher of the gofpel of any denomination, 
fhall be capable of holding any civil office within the 
fate.” Such clergymen as are paid by, and fo are the | 
fervants of the ftate, may be juftly excluded: but if 
they only enjoy the common proteétion of the ftate, it 
ought to have been left to their fellow citizens whether 4 

to elect them into places, and to themfelves whether to 
accept; which neither the prudence of the one, nor the 
facred duties of the other, will permit, unlefs upon ion q 
very extraordinary occafion. ; 
The conftitutions are fo formed, that the inhabitants i. 
in common have a right to vote for reprefentatives, — 
aps not to vote for feveral in different towns andy i 
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of 21 years, having refided in the ftate for the fpace of 1784. 


one whole year before the. day of election, and paid 
public taxes during that time, enjoys the right of an 
elector. In moft, he muft be worth thirty or forty-five 
pounds fterling. Certain ftates have provided for the 
eftablifhing and perpetuating of an equal reprefentation, 
in proportion to the numbers of freemen inhabiting the 
counties, cities, towns and difftricts. 
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The following Extracts from an A& for eftablifhing 
Religious Freedom, pafied in the Afflembly of Virginia 


in the beginning of 1786, is added, in expectation of 


oratifying the curiofity, if not the tafte, of mot 
readers, 


“ WELL aware, that Almighty God hath created 
the mind free: that all attempts to influence it by tem- 
poral punifhments or burthens, or by civil incapacita- 
tions, tend only to beget habits of hypocrify, and are a 
departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our re- 
ligien, who being Lord of body and mind, yet chofe 


not to propagate it by coercions on either ;~—-T hat the im- 


pious prefumption of legiflators and rulers, civil as weli 
as ecclefiaftical (who, being themfelves but fallible and 
uninfpired men, have affumed dominion over the faith 


of others, fetting up their own opinions and modes of 
} thinking as alone true and infallible, and as fuch endeaw 
|| vouring to impofe them on others) hath eftablifhed and 


maintained falfe religions over the greateft part of the 


world, and through all times ;—-That, to compel a man 


to furnifh contributions of money for the propagation of 


| ‘opinions which he difbelieves, is finful and tyrannical;—« 


That even the forcing a man to fuppart this or that 


| teacher of his own religious perfuafion, is depriving him 
} of the comfortable liberty of giving his contributions to 
H the particular paftor, whofe morals he would make his © 
| pattern, and whofe powers he feels moft perfuafive to 


righteouthefs ; and is withdrawing from the miniftry, 
thofe temporal rewards, which, proceéding from an ap- 


| probation of their perfonal conduct, are an additional 


Ee 2 incitement 
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antagonist to errer, and can have nothing to fear from 
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incitement to earneft.and unremitted labors for the in- 
ftruction of mankind ; —That our civil rights have no des 
pendence on our religious opinions, any more than on our 
opinions in phyfic or geometry ;—That, therefore, the | 
proicribing any citizen as unworthy the public confi- 
dence, by laying upon him an incapacity of being called 
to offices of trot and emolument, unlefs he profefs or , 
renounces this or that religious opinion, is depriving him | 
injurioufly of thofe privileges and advantages to which ia | 
common with his fellow-citizens he has a natural right; 
and tends alfo to corrupt the principles of that very res. 
ligion it is meant to encourage, by bribing with a mono- 

poly of worldly honors and emoluments, thofe who will 


xternally conform to it;~—That though indeed thofe are 
criminal who do not withftand fuch temptations, yet 
neither are thofe innocent who lay them in their way ;—_ | 
That to fuffer the civil magiftrate to intrude his powers 
into the field of opinion, and to reftrain the viet | 
or propagation of principles on fuppofition of their ill ten=— 4 
dency, is a dangerous fallacy ; which, at once deftroys all 

religious liberty ; becaufe he, being of courfe judge off 
that tendency, will make his opinions the rule of judg+ y 
ment, and will approve or condemn the fentiments of ‘ 
others, only as they fhall agree with, or differ from his” 
own ;—Fhat it is time enovgh for the rightful purpoles 
of civil government, for: its: otieene to interpofe when 
principles breaix out in overt acts again{t peace and good. 
order :-eAnd finally, that zruth 1s great, and will ‘pres 
vail afi left to herfelf ; that fhe is the prope and Juffjicient 


the conflict, unlets by human interpofition, difarmed of i 


her natural OaHONS) Sree argument and debatemmerrors | 
cealing 


FOR ESTABLISHING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: 
ceafing to: be dangerous, when it is permitted freely to 
contradict them. 

‘© Be it therefore enacted by the General Affembly, 
that no man fhall be compelled to fupport any religious 
worfhip, place, or miniftry whatfoever; nor fhall be 
forced, reftrained, molefted or burthened in his body or 
goods, nor fhall otherwife fuffer, on account of his reli- 
gious opinions or belief: but that all men fhall be free 
to profefs, and by argument to maintain, their opinions 
in matters of religion: and that she fame foall in no wife 
diminifb, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities. 

«* And though we well know that this Affembly, 


_ elected by the people for the ordinary purpofes of legif- 


lation only, have no power to reftrain the acts of fuc- 


_ ceeding Affemblies, conftituted with powers equal to our 
| own; and that, therefore, to declare this act irrevocable, 


would be of no effect in law; yet we are free to declare, 


and do declare, that the rights bereby afferted, are of she 
A watural rights of mankind; and that if any act fhall be 
i hereafter pafied to repeal the prefent, or to narrow its 
i operation, fuch act will be an infringement of watural 


right. oP] 


SHE CONSTITUTION OF THE 


‘The United States in Congrefs affembled, finding that | 
the Articles of the Confederation would not enable - 


them to furmount thofe National Embarrafiments with 


which they were attended, at length recommended to ~ 
the feveral Governments the appointing of Delegates 


ta form a Special Convention at Philadelphia. Moft 
of them complied, and elected Gentlemen of diftin- 
guifhed Charaéter to reprefent them. When the 
Delegates met in June 1787, Doétor Franklin pro- 


poted his Excellency George Wafhington for Prefi- 


dent; and he was unanimoufly chofen. After feveral 
“Months clofe and free Deliberation, ‘the following — 


Publications made their Appearance, excepting the 
Parts included within the Crotchets, 


[FRAME or GOVERNMENT.{ 
TIX the People of the UNITED STATES, in 


order to form a more perfect union, eftablith 


fae infure domeftic tranquillity, provide for the cém- © 


.mon defence, promote the general welfare, and fecure 


the bleffings of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do’ 
é ia and eftablith this Conftitution for the United States 4 
- op AMERICA. ‘ 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


[Legiflative Power.) : 
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[The House of RepresentaTives. | 
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SECTION f. 

ABS Legiflative Powers herein granted thall be vetted 
2% in a Congrefs of the United States, which fhall 
confift of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. 4 
| SECTION Ii. e | 
| The Houfe of Reprefentativés fhall be compofed of te 
members chofen every fecond year by the people of the 
feveral States, and the electors in each State fhall have 
the qualifications requifite for electors of the moft nume- 
rous branch of the State Legiflature. 

No perfon fhall be a Reprefentative who fhall not have 
attained to the age of twenty-five years, and been feven 
years a Citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, 
when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he 
fhall be chofen. 

~ Reprefentatives and direct taxes fhall be apportioned 
among the feveral States which. may be included within 
} this Union, according to their refpective numbers, which 
|  fhall be determined by adding to the whole number of 
| free perfons, including thofe bound to fervice for a term 
of yeats, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths 
of all other perfons. The actual enumeration fhall be 
thade within three years after the firft meeting of the 
Congrefs of the United States, and within every fubfe- 
quent term of ten years, in fuch manner as they fhall 
by law direét. The number of Reprefentatives fhall 
fot exceed one for every thirty thoufand, but each State 
1 ) Ee4 fhall 
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fhall have at leaft one Reprefentative ; and until fuch. 


enumeration fhall be made, the State of New-Hamphhire 
fhall be entitled to choofe three, Maflachufetts eicht, 


Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations one, Connec-_ 


ticut five, New-York fix, New-Jerfey four, Pennfyl- 
vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia ten, 


Nérth-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia , 


three. 


When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any 
State, the Executive authority thereof fhall Boe writs of — 


relection to fill fuch vacancies. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe hee Cok os 
and other officers; and fhali have the fole power of im- 
peachment. 
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LIE Senate of the United States, fhall be compofed 

‘of two Senators. from each State, chofen by the 
Legiflature thereof, for fix years; and each Pour aE fhall 
have one vote. 


Immediately after they fhall be affembled in confe-« 


quence of the firft election, they fhall be divided -as 
equally as may, be into three: clafles. The feats of the 
Senators of the firft clafs fhall be vacated at the expira-~ 
tion of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expira- 
tion of the fourth year, and of the third clafS at the 


expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third may be . 
chofen every fecond year; and if vacancies happen by 


refignation, or otherwife, during the recefs of the Legif- 
4s Z | lature 
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jature of any State, the Executive thereof may make 
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the 
| Legiflature, which fhall then fill fuch vacancies. 

No perfon fhall be a Senator who fhall not have at- 
tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a 
citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when 
elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he fhall 
be chofen. 

"4 The Vice-Prefident of the United States hall be Pre- 
fident of the Senate, but fhall have no vote, unlefs they 
be equally divided. 

The Senate fhall choofe their other officers, and alfo a 
Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of the Vice-Pre- 
fident, or when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident 
of the United States. 

‘The Senate fhall have the fole power to try all im- 
peachments. When fitting for that purpofe, they fhall 
be on oath or affirmation. When the Prefident of the 
United States is tried, the Chief Juftice fhall prefide: 
And no perfon hall be convicted without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the Members prefent. 

Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend 
farther than to removal from office, and difqual ification 
to hold and enjoy any office of honor, truft, or profit 
under the United States; but the party convicted fhall 
neverthelefs be liable and fubject to indi€tment, trial, 
judgment and punifhment, accor ding to law, 

SECTION IV. 

The times, places and manner of holding elections for 
Senators and Reprefentatives, fhall be prefcribed in each 
State by the Legiflature thereof; but the Congrefs may 


at 
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at any time by law make or alter fuch regulations, Xe 
cept as to the places of i tile Senators. 
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[Tee GENERAL CONGRESS] 


riper Congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every q 
year, and fuch meeting fhall be on the firft Monday 
in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a different 
day. 
SECTION ¥, 

Each Houfe fhall be the judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of its own Members, and a majority bi 
of each fhall conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs; but a_ 
{maller number may adjourn from day to day, and. may 
be authorized to compel the attendance of abfent Mem- 
bers, in fuch manner, and under fuch penalties, as each 
Houfe may provide. | | 

Each Houfe may determine the rules of its proceeds _ 
ings, punifh its Members for diforderly behaviour, and, 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a Member. ! 

Each Houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings, — 
and from time to time publith the fame, excepting fuch — 
parts as may in their judgment require fecrecy ; and the 
yeas and nays of the Members of either Houfe, on any | 
queftion fhall, at the defire of one-fifth of thofe Sea 
be entered on the journal. 

Neither Houfe, during the feffion of Congrefs, hall 
without the confent of the other, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that, in which 
_the two Houfes thall be fittings 
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Sec rion.” Vi. 


The Senators and Reprefentatives fhall receive a com- 
penfation for their fervices, to be afcertained by law, and 
paid out of the treafury of the United States. They 
fhall in all cafes, except treafon, felony, and breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arreft during their atten- 
dance at the feflion of their refpective Houfes, and in 
going to and returning from the fame; and for any 
fpeech or debate in either Houfe, they fhall not be 
queftioned in any other place. 

No Senator or Reprefentative fhall, during the ume 


for which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office 


under the authority of the United States, which fhall 
have been created, or the emoluments whereof fhall 
have been increafed during fuch time; and no perfon 
holding any office under the United States, fhall be a 
Member of either Houfe, during his continuance in. 


- office. 


[The Powers of CONGRESS.] 


SECT LON’ VIE. 


LL bills for raifing revenue fhall originate in the 

- Houfe of Reprefentatives; but the Senate may 
propofe or concur with amendments as on other bills. 

Every bill which fhall have pafie ted the Houfe of Repre- 

fentatives and the Senate, fhall, before it become a law, 

‘be prefented to the Prefident of the United States; if 


he approve he fhall fign it, but if not he fhall return it, © 


with his objeCtions to that Houfe in which it fhall have 


originated, who fhall enter the objections at large on their 
oe 8 


journal, 
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journal, and proceed to reconfider it. If after fuch rés 


confideration, two-thirds of that Houfe thall agree to 


pals the bill, it fhall be fent, together with the objections, 


to the other Houfe, by which it thall likewife be con- 
fidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that Houfe, 


it fhall become a law. But in all fuch cafes the votes 


of both Houfes fhall be determined by yeas, and nays, 


So 


and the names of the perfons voting for and againtt the’ 


bill fhall be entered on the couse of each Houfe re- 
{peCtively. If any bill fhall not be returned by the Pre- 


fident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it hall - 


have been prefented to him, the fame hall be a law, in 
like manner as if he had figned it, unlefs the Congrefs 
by their adjournment prevent its return, in which cafe it 
fhall not be.a law. 

ee order, refolution, or vote to which thé ¢oncur- 
rence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives may 
be neceflary (except on a queftion of adjournment) hall 
be prefented to the Prefident of the United States; and 
before the fame fhall take effect, fhall be approved by 
him, or being difapproved by him, fhall be repaffed by 
two-thirds of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
according to the rules and limitations prefcribed in the 
cafe of a bill. be A | 

SECTION Vitt. 

The Congrefs fhall have power—-To lay and colleé& 
taxes, duties, impofts and excifes, to pay the debts. and 
provide for the common defence and general welfare of 
the United States; but all duties, impofts and excifes 


fhall be uniform throughout the United States;—To_ 


borrow money on the credit of the United States ;—To 
regulate commerce with foreign nations, and a1 mong the 
feveral 


al 
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feveral States, and with the Indian tribes ;—-To eftablith 
an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on 
the fubject of bankruptcies throughout the United 
States ;—To coin mane y, regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin, and fix the ftandard of weights and 
meafures ;—To provide for the punifhment of counter- 
feiting the fecurities and current coin of the United 
States ;--To eftablith poft-offices and poft-roads ;--To 
oe the progrefs of icience and ufeful arts, by fe- 
curing for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclufive right to their refpective writings and difcoveries; 
—To conftitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 
—To define and punifh piracies and felonies committed 
on the high feas, and offences againft the law of nations ; 
-—T'o declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, 
and make rules concerning captures on land and water; 
——To raife and fupport armies, but no appropriation of 
money to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than two 
years ;— To provide and maintain a able ;— lo make 
rules for the government and regulation of the land and 
naval forces ;— Jo provide for calling forth the militia 
to execute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurreéctions 
and repel invafions ;— To provide for organizing, arm- 
ing, and difciplining the militia, and for governing fuch 


part of them as may be emp ployed in the fervice of the 
United States, referving to the States refpetively, the 
appointment of the officers, and the authority of train- 


ing the militia, according to the difcipline prefcribed by 
Congrefs ;—To exercife exclufive legiflation in all cafes 
whatfoever, over fuch diftrict (not exceeding ten miles 
fquare) as may, by ceffion of particular States, and the 
acceptance of ( Congrefs, become the feat of government 
; Find 
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of the United States, and to exercife like authority over 
all places purchafed by the confent of the Legiflature 
of the State in which the fame fhall be, for the ereGtion 
of forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other 
needful buildings ; and to make all laws which fhall be 
necefiary and proper for carrying into execution the fore- _ 


going powers, and all other powers vefted by this con- 
ftitution in the government of the United States, or in 
any department or officer thereof. 


Refiriftions upon Congrefs. oo 
‘ip g 


SECTION: IX, 
i Wek ge migration or importation of fuch perfons as 
any of the States now exifting fhall think proper to 
admit, fhall not be prohibited by the Congrefs prior to 
the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight, but a tax 
or duty may be impofed on fuch importation, not ex 
ceeding ten dollars for each perfon, re ; 
The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus thall not be 
fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebellian or ES 
the public fafety may require it. . 
No bill of attainder or ex pof feéfo law thall be paffed, " 
No capitation, or other direét tax fhall be laid, unle& 


‘in proportion to the cenfus or enumeration herein before : 


directed to be taken. (2 | 

No tax or duty thal be laid on articles exported from, 
any State. No preference thall be given by any regula~ 
tion of commerce or revenue to the ports of one State _ 
over thofe of another; nor fhall veffels bound to, or 
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay eee ie 
in another. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


No monies fhall be drawn from the Treafury but in 
confequence of appropriations made by law; and a re- 


_ gular ftatement and account of the receipts and expen- 


ditures of all public money fhall be publifhed from time 
to time. 

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the United 
States: And no perfon holding any office of profit or 
truft under them, fhall, without the confent of the Con- 
grefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, office, or title, 


of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 
State, 


[Reftritiions upon re/pettive States. | 


SECTION xX, 

N°? State fhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or con- 
federation; grant letters of marque and reprifal ; 

€oin money ; emit bills of credit; make any thing but 
gold and fiiver coin a tender in payment of debts; pafé 
any bill of attainder, ex poft fatto \aw, or law impairing 
the obligation of contraéts, or grant any title of nobility. 
No State fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, lay 
any impofts or duties on imports or exports, except what 
may be abfolutely neceffary for executing its infpection 
laws; and the net produce of all duties and impofts, laid 
by any State on imports or exports, fhall be for the ufe 
of the treafury of the United States; and all fuch laws 
fhall be fubjeét to the revifion and control of the Con- 
grefs. No State fhall, without the confent of Congrefs, 
lay any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or fhips of war in 
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact 
with another State, or with a foreign power, or engage 
in 
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in war, unlefs aétually invaded, or in fuch imminent 
danger as will not admit of delay. iy ag 
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[ Executive Power. 4 
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SECT ON 41) Hef, 
DHE Executive Power fhall be vefted in a s Piefideno’ 
of the United States of America. He fhall holds 
his office during the term of four years, and, together 
with the Vice-Prefident, chofen for the fame term, be 
elected as follows. | 

Each State fhall appoint, in fuch a manner as the — 
‘Legiflature thereof may dire&, a number of electors, 
equal to the whole number of Senators and Reprefenta» ° 
tives to which the S State may be entitled in the Congrefs s : 
but no Senator or Reprefentative, or perfon holding an | 
office of truft or profit under the United States, hall be 
appointed an elector. 

The electors fhail meet in their refpective States, and 
vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one at leaft fhall”= 
not be an inhabitant of the Pie State with themfelves, 
And they fhall make a hit of all the perfons voted for i 
and of the number of votes for each; which lit they 
fhall fign and certify, and tranfmit fealed to the feat of | 4 
government of the United States, dire@ted to the Pres _ 
fident of the Senate. ‘The Prefident of the Senate fhal ad : 
in the prefence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta~ 
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes fhall then © 
pe counted. The perfon having aE er eatett pumber off ae 


eat a (eS 


ee 


| neither fhall any perfon 


| fourteen years 
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votes fhall be the Prefident, if fuch number be a ma- 
jority of the whole number of electors appointed; and 
if there be more than one who have fuch majority, and 
have an equal number of votes, then the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives fhall immediately choofe by ballot one of 
them for Prefident; and if no perfon have a majority, 
then from the five higheft on the hft the faid Houfe thall 
in like manner choofe the Prefident. But in choofing the 
Prefident, the votes fhall be taken by States, the repre- 
fentation from each State having one vote; a quorum 
for this purpofe fhall confift of a member or members 
from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the 
States fhall be neceflary to a choice. In every cale, 
after the choice of the. Prefident, the perfon having the 
ereateft number of votes of the electors, fhall be the 
Vice-Prefident. But if there fhall remain two or more: 


who have equal votes, the Senate fhall choofe from them 


by ballot the Vice-Prefident. 
The Conerefs may determine the time of choofing the 
electors, and the day on which they fhail give their votes; 


| which day fhall be the fame throughout the United 


States. 


» No perfon except a natural born citizen, or a citizen 


of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this 


h 


Conftitution, thall be eligible to the office of Prefident ; 
be e 


eligible to that office who fhall 
not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been 
a refident within the United States, 

In cafe of the removal of the Prefident from office, 


or of his death, refignation, or inability to difcharge the 


powers and duties: of the faid office, the farre fhall de- 
I valve on the Vice-Prefident, and the Congrefs may by 


Vor. LV. |e Ss law 
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law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignation 
or inability, both of the Prefident and Vice-Prefident, | 
declaring what officer fhall then act as Prefident, and fuch 
officer fhall act accordingly, until the difability be re-. 
moved, or a Prefident fhall be elected. | 

The Prefident fhall, at ftated times, receive for his 
fervices, a compenfation, which fhall neither be increafed — 
nor diminifhed during the period for which he fhall have © 
been ele€led, and he fhall not receive within that period 
any other emolument from the United States, or any of © 
them. q 

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he fhall 
take the following oath or affirmation : 

“« T do folemnly fwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the office of Prefident of the United States, and © 
will to the beft of my ability, preferve, protect and de- i 
fend the Conftitution of the United States,” 


SE TION II, 


The Prefident fhall be Commander in Chief of thel® 
army and navy of the United States, and of the militia ” 
of the feveral States, when called into the actual fervice | i 
of the United States; he may require the opinion, in a 
writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive | : 
aeduemnence upon any fubject relating to the duties off 

their refpective offices, and he fhall have power to erent 
reprieves and pardons for offences againit the United M 
States, except in cafes of impeachment. ! 

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and © con 4 
fent of the eee to make treaties, provided two- thirds 


and by and with the advice and confent of the Senate, i 
2 | | Shall 
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fhall appoint Ambaffadors, other public Minifters and (ia 
Confuls, Judges of the Supreme Court, and all other ae 
(em 

1 


officers of the United States, whofe appointments are me Ne 
not herein otherwife previded for, and which fhall be i 
eftablifhed by law. But the Congrefs may by law veft ee 
the appointment of fuch inferior officers, as they think | : 
proper, in the Prefident alone, in the Courts of Law, or : 


The Prefident thall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recefs of the Senate, by 
granting commiffions which. fhall expire at the end of ig 


in the Heads of Departments. | ) . 
| : 

F 

t 
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their next feffion. 
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He fhall from time to time give to the Congrefs in- 
formation of the State of the Union, and recommend | 
to their confideration fuch meafures as he fhall judge ie 
neceflary and expedient: he may, on extraordinary ‘oc- te 
cafions, convene both Houfes, or either of them, and i 3 
in cafe of difagreement between them, with refpect ‘to a 


the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch ut 
time as he fhall think proper; he fhall receive Ambaf- “\ 4 
fadors and other public Minifters; he fhall take care ee 
that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall commif{- it | pe 


fion all the officers of the United States, a 


SEC TION. Ev. 


The Prefident, Vice-prefident, and all civil officers 
of the United States, fhall be removed from office on 
impeachment for, and conviction of, treafon, bribery, 


~ 


or other high crimes and mifdemeanors. 
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[ Fudiciary Power.| 
S Eyes ON? 1, 


FEE Judicial Power of the United States, thall be 
“  vefted in one Supreme Court, arid in ftich Inferior 
' Courts as the Congrefs may from time to time ordain 


and eftablith. The Judges, both of the Supreme and — 
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Inferior Courts, fhall hold their offices during eood — 


behaviour, and fhall, at ftated times, receive. for their 
1 


fervices, a compenfation, which fhall not be diminifhed 
during their continuance in office. 


SECTION fh 


The Judicial Power fhall extend to all cafes, in law 
and equity, ,arifing under this Conftitution, the laws of 
the United States, and treaties made, or which fhall be 


4 


vade, ‘under their authority; to all cafes affecting Am- 


=) 


cafes of admiralty and maritime jurifdidtion ; to contro- 
verfies to which the United States fhall be a party; to 
controverfies between two or more States, between a 
ftate and citizens of another ftate, between Citizens of 
different States, between citizens of the fame ftate claim. 


bafladors, other public Minifters and Confuls;.to all % 


: Sense 


ing lands under grants of different States, and between 


a ftate, or the. citizens thereof, and foreign fates, citi+ 
zens or fubjects, 

In all cafes affecting Ambaffadors, other public Mi. 
nifters and Confuls, and thofe in which a ftate fhall be 
party, the Supreme Court fhall have original jurifdic- 


5 | tion. 
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tion. 
preme Cisse fhall aes seiltsse te u 
to law and fact, with fuch ex <ceptions, ma under fuch 
regulations as the Congrefs thal make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes 
ment, fhall be by jury; and fuch t trial fhall be held in 
the ftate where the faid crimes hall have been commit- 
ted; but when not committed within an y ftate, the trial 
fhall be at fuch place or pie as the Congrefs may by 
Jaw have directed. 


SHC PG °N 111.’ 

Treafon againft the United States, fhall confit only 
in levying war againft them, or in adhering to thei 
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No perfon shall 
be convicted of treafon, unlefs on the teftimony of two 
witneffes to the fame overt a¢t, or on confefion in open 
court. 

The Congrefs fhail have power to declare 
nifhment of treafon, but no attainder of treafo: 
work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during 
the life of the perfon attainted. 
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Sb OyT ah saul 1h. 
| Full faith and credit fhall be given in each ftate to 
the public atts, records, and judicial proceedings of 
every other ftate. And the Congrefs may by general 
} laws prefcribe the manner in which fuch aéts, records 
§) and proceedings fhall be proved, and the effect thereof, 
| SECT DON? Fr. 
| The citizens of each ftate fhall be entitled to all pri- 
') vileges and immunities of citizens in the feveral ftates. 
| bath 3 At per 
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-or other crime, who fhall flee from juftice, and be found 


crime. a 
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A perfon charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, 


+n another ftate, fhall, on demand of the executive au- 
thority of the ftate from which he fled, be delivered up, 
to be removed to the ftate having jurifdiction of the 


‘ rt 


‘ é Mi 
No perfon held to fervice or labor in one ftate, under - 
the laws thereof, efcaping into’another, fhall, in confe- — 


‘quence of any law or regulation therein, be difchargedy 


from fuch fervice or labor, but fhall be delivered up 
on claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or labor may 


-be due. 


| General Reculations.] 


SECTION III. 
N E, W ftates may be admitted by the Conerefs into 
this Union; but no new ftate fhall be formed or © 
erected within the jurifdiction of any other ftate; nor 
any ftate be formed by the junction of two or more f 
ftates, or parts of ftates, without the confent of the Lez 
eiflatures of the States concerned as well as of a Con- 
ae 
The Congrefs fhall have power to di fpofe BE and@® 
make all needful rules and regulations refpecting the ter-_ 
ritory or other property belonging to the United States; : 
and nothing in this Conftitution fhall be fo conftrued | 
as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of a 
any anata ftate.” , | 
SECTION. IVs 


The United States fhall guarantee to every ftate in — 


this Union, a Republican form of government, and’ 


fhall : 
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fhall protect each of them againft invafion; and on Ap- 
plication of the Leeiflature, or of the Executive (when 
the Legiflature cannot be convened) againft domettic 
violence. 


| Amendments Provided. | 
A RyTeRG: LE. Vs 
HE Conerefs, whenever two-thirds of both Houfes 
fhall deem it neceflary, fhall propofe amendments 
to this Conftitution, or, on the application of the Legi- 
flatures of two-thirds of the feveral ftates, fhall call a 
Convention for propofing amendments, which, in either 
cafe, fhall be valid to all intents and purpofes, as part 
of this Conftitution, when ratified by the Legiflatures 
of three-fourths of the feveral ftates, or by Conventions 
in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode 
of Ratification may be propofed by the Congrefs ; pro- 
vided, that no amendment which may be made prior 
to the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight, fhall 
in any manner affect the firft and fourth claufes in the 
ninth Section of the firft Article; and that no ftate, 
without its confent, fhall be deprived of its equal fuf- 
frage in the Senate. 


[General Regulations. | 
zShd and Oo ad Argel cea ER 
ALL debts contraéted and engagements entered 
‘ into, before the adoption of this Conftitution, fhall 
be as valid againft the United States under this Confti- 


tution, as under the Confederation, 
Pi4 This 
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This Conftitution, and the laws of the United States, 
which fhall be made in purfuance thereof; and all trea- 
ties made, or which fhall be made, under the authority | 
of the United States, fhall be the fupreme law of the 
fand; and the Judges in every ftate fhall be bound 


thereby, any thing in the Conftitution or laws of any — 


ftate to the contrary notwithftanding. 
The Senators and Reprefentatives beforementioned, 


and the Members of the feveral State L, egiflatures, and a 


all executive and judicial officers, both of the United 


States and of the feveral States, fhall be bound by oath — 


or affirmation, to f{upport this Conftitution; but no re- 
ligious teft fhall ever be required as a qualification ta 
any office or public truft under the United States, 
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The ratification of the Conventions of Nine States, 


fhall be fufficient for the eftablifhment of this Conftitu. _ 


tion between the States fo ratifying the fame. 


Done in Convention, by the unanimous confent of the : 


the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 


eighty-feven, and of the Independence of the United — 


States of America the twelfth. 
In witnefs whereof we have hereunto fubleribed 
our names, | 
> eh BO RG WASHINGTON, 
ba, PRESIDENT, 


And Deputy from Virernra, 


Jobn Langdon, 


New-Hamphhire, | Nicholas Gilman, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Nathaniel Gorbam, 


Maffachufetts. Rufus King. 

tee William Sarauel Fobufon, 
Connecticut. } Roger Sherman, 
New-York. Alexander Hamilton. 


New-Jerfey. William Paterfon, 


Fonathan Dayton. 


Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Mifflin, 


William Living fion, 
David Brearley, 


Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, 
Thomas Fitzfimons, 
Fared Ingerfoll, 
Fames Wilfon, 
Gouverneur Morris. 
(George Read, 
Gunning Bedford, junior, 
Delaware. - < Fohu Dickinfon, 
Richard Baffett, 
Jacob Broom. 
base M‘Flenry, 


Pennfylvania. 


Maryland. Daniel of St. Tho. Fenifer, 
| Daniel Carrol. 
BAe Fobn Blair, 
Virginia. 


James Madifon, junior. 
William Biount, 
North-Carelina, Richard Dobbs Spaight, 
Hugh VWilliamfon. 


; Seuth- | 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 


Yohn Rutledge, 
Charles Cotefworth Pome, 


South-Carolina, Charles Pinckney, } 
Pierce Butler. 
iat ¢ William few, 
Georgia. } Abraham Baldwin. 


Atteft, Wittram Jackson, Secretary. 


' Jn CONVENTION, Monnay, SEPTEMBER 17, 1787. 
PRESENT, 

The States of New-Hampsurrg, MassacHusattTs, 

Connecticut, Mr. Hamilton from New-York, 

Nuw-Jersey, Pennsyivanra, DELAWARE, Mary- 


LAND, Vircinia, Norta-Carotina, SOUTH- Ca- 4 


ROLINA, and GreorGIa: 


RESOLVED, 


j LAT the preceding Conftitution be laid before the United — 


States in Cougrefs affembled, and that it is the opinion 
of this Convention, that it fhould afterwards be Submitted 


to a Convention of Delegates, chofen in each State by the 


people thereof, under the recommendation of its Legiflature, 
Jor their affent and ratification ; and that each Convention 


afenting to, and ratifying the fame, foould give Notice fies 
to the United States in Congre/s affembled. 


Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that 
as foon as the Conventions of Nine,States foall have ratified 
this Conftitution, the United States in Congrefs affembled 
fhould jx a day. on which Elettors foould be appointed by 
toe States which foall have ratified the Jame, and a day on 

which 


; 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


which the Electors foould affemble to vote for the Prefident, 
and the time and place for cgmmencing proceedings under this 
Conftitution: That after fuch publication the Electors foould 
be appointed, and the Senators and Reprefentatives eletied : 
That the Eleétors fhould meet on the day fixed for the Elec. 
tion of the Prefident, and fhould tranfmit their votes certi- 
fied, figned, fealed and diretied, as the Conflitution requires, 
to the Secretary of the United States in Gongre/s affembled, 
that the Senators and Reprefentatives fhould convene at the 
time and place affigned; that the Senators foould appoint a 
Prefident of the Senate, for the fale purpofe of receiving, 
opening and counting the votes for Prefident; and, that 
after be foall be chofen, the Congre/s, together with the Pre 
fident, foould, without delay, proceed to execute this Confti~ 
ution. 


By the unanimous Order of the Convention, 
Grorce W V ASHINGTON, Prefident. 


William Fackfon, Secretary. 


In CONVENTION, Sztpremper 17, 1787, 
S:.I. R, 

FE, have now the honor to fubmit to the confide- 

ration of the United States in Congrefs -affem- 

bled, that Conftitution which has appeared to us the 
moft advifable. | 

The friends of our country have long feen and de- 

fired, that the power of making war, peace and treaties, 

that of levying | money and regulating ecommerce, and 


the. correfpondent éxecutive and judicial authorities, 
fhould 
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fhould be fully and effeGiually velted in the general oo. 
vernment of the Union: but. the impropriety of dele- 
gating fuch extenfive truft to one body of men is evi- 


dent—Hence refults the neceffity of a different organi-_ 


zation. 


It is obvioufly impraéticable in the fcederal covern- 


ment of thefe States, to fecure all rights of independent 


fovereignty to each, and yet provide for the intereft and 


fafety of all.—Individuals entering into fociety, mutt 
give up a fhare of liberty to preferve the reft. The 
magnitude of the facrifice mutt depend as well on fitua- 
tion and circumftance, as on the object to be obtained, 
It is at all times difficult to draw with precifion the line 
between thofe rights which muft be furrendered, and 
thofe which may be referved; and on the prefent.occa- 
fion this difficulty was increafed by a difference among 
the feveral States as to their fituation, extent, habits, 
and particular interefts. 


{n all our deliberations on this fubjet, we kept ftea- 


dily in our view, that which appears to us the greateft 
intereft of every true American, the confolidation of our 
Union, in which is involved our profperity, felicity, 
fafety, perhaps our national exiftence. This important 


confideration, ferioufly and deeply imprefled on our 


minds, led each State in the Convention to be le( rigid 
on points of inferior magnitude, than might have been 
otherwife expected; and thus the Conftitution, which 


we now prefent, is the refult of a fpirit of amity, and 


of that mutual deference and conceffion which: the pe- 
culiarity of our political fituation rendered indifpenfible. 

That it will meet the full and entire approbation of 
every State is not perhaps to be expected ; but each 
will 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


will doubtlefs confider, that had her interefts been alone 


a) 

. | i * 
confulted, the confequences might have been particu- ye 
“ pte Scie tee A : (en 
larly difagreeable or injurious to others; that it 1s lable i | ] 
a 


to as few exceptions as could reafonably have been ex- 


pected, we hope and believe ;° that it may promote the 


lafting welfare of that country fo dear to us all, and be 


fecure her freedom and happinefs, is our moft ardent 
with. 
With great refpect, 


1 


VAS \ 1 oy pay +1 eo 7 noe -¢ h ray 
We have the aonor to be, 


Th rs att 


Lich Ik: 


+ . ae 
Your Excellency’s moft obedient i 


And hurt 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident. 


ae | 


By unanimous Order of the Convention. 


His Excellency the Prefident of Congre/s. 


Page 17, line 14, read two three years. P. 72, 1,14, read Straits. 
BWron li Loxereed Phillips’s. P. 116, 1, 26, for 160 read 33. 
Pr, 164, | . 30, read who were. P. 267, 1.19, read 74. gun fhips. 
P: 274; 1. 4, read led. 2a 324, l.2, read manded. P. 340, 1.28, 
vead of their. P. 347, 1. 22, read were. 


a 


A. 
CT, the firit, impofing cuf- 
tots on the colonies alone, 
to be collected by colonial re- 
venue officers, vol. i. p. 42. 
Aés pafled by the Pree par- 
liament refpecting the colonies, 
p-roo—by the Britis pariia- 
Ment fep102, 107; OSs ns, 
149. ‘The a? tor better fecur- 
ing the king’s dock yards, Ps 
323—for fhutting up the port 
of Bofion, p. 351—for regulat- 
ing the government of the Maf- 
fachufetts Bay, p. 352-f0g the 
impartial adminiftration of juf- 
tice, and the fuppretiion of riots 
in the Maffachufeits, Pp 353——- 
for making more effectual pro- 
vifion for the government of 
Quebec, Pp. 357-—for reftrain- 
ing the commerce of the New 
England BTC ARE Oi and for pro- 
hibiting their fifhery, p. 462 
—for confifcating all American 
property found upon the water, 
WOh Wek PAL Os 213--for pro- 
hibiting all intercourfe with 
the Tiree United Colonies, p. 
235—for fecuring perfons ac- 
cufed of high treafon, or fuf- 
petted of piracy, p. 443 


Aétion, the naval, between the Bri- 


tith and American fleets on lake 
Champlain, vol. 11. pe 383-— 
between admirals Keppel and 
D’Orvilliers, vol. 11. p. 1z0 


-—Byron and d’Eitaing, p. 295 


—between the Serapis, Capte _ 


Pearfon, and the Bon Homme 
Richard, capt. Paul Jones, p. 
297—between S ir George Rod- 
ney, and Don Langara, p. 407 
—Rodney and de Guichen, p. 
411—Sir Samuel Hood and 
count de Graffe, vol. iv. p. 


131 — commodore Johnitone 


and Mr. de Suitrein, D. 149—~ 


.admirais Hyde Parker and 


Zovtman, p. 152—Graves ¢ and 
Graffe, p. 182—-Hughes and 
Suffrein, p. 266—Rodney and 
de Grae, is 2715 2% 73-lord 
Howe and the combined fleets, 
or spi—-ilug ies and Suffrein, 
P+ 3449 3455 348. 


i 
Adams, My. oS bn is chofen to 


negotiate a treaty of peace w ith 
Great Britain, vol, iii. p. 321 
—commiflioned to be the Ame- 
rican plenipotentiary to the 
States. General, vol. iv. p. 62 
—prefents a memorial to their 
high mightinefies, p. 8o—pur- 
fues fuccefsful meafures, and is 
acknowledged, p. 239—con- 
cludes a treaty of amity and 
commerce between the States 
General and the United States 
of America, p, 332—arrives at 
Paris, p. 338—writes in favor 
of a compliance with the re- 
commendation to be made by 
congrefs agreeable to the artis 
cles of peace, p. 350. 


Adams, Mr. Samuel, 1s chofen re- 
prefentative: 


Bai Ne 1G 


.-prefentative for Bofton, vol: 1. 
_ _p- 205—his: views to indepen- 

. Bency, p, 347-—his fpeech in 
cong grefs, p- 4t0—is alarmed, 
lek his views fhould be fruftrat 
ed, Wl Ie poy Tgtat. Ac 
fiddrefs, x joint one,.of both howe 
of parliament agreed to, vol. 1. 
pP- 455—but protefted againtt 
by feverallords, p. 461. 


the church of Scotland, vol. it. 
bit 4520 

Addreffes approving the atts of oot 
.yernment, ‘and counter-petiti- 
ons, Vol. 1. p.272- 


Adminifiration, anew one, formed in . 


.¥782, under the aufpices of the 
marquis of Whe ole ine vol. 
Ii Poi 232. 

Affairs, the, of the United States 
in a ruinous condition, yok 1H. 
spre sS ae, 

Aitket, Tob, alias Fohin the Paik 
ter, Vv vol. it. p. AAS 

Allen, colonel, furprifes Tyeconde- 


FORA, vol. 1. p.cr3—is taken 


by Sir Guy Carleton, and as A, 


‘Inte irons, p. 160.7, . 
Allied troops under general Wali 


ins gton arrive at 


ter, hear.of de Grafie’s arrival, 
vol. iv. p. 186-—join the troops 
under la Fayette, p. 187. 


Ambaffador, the French, prefents 


memorials to congrelsy vols i ili. : 


p= 2293245. 
sthe Sputlith, the mar- 
wis: ve Almodovar, prefents .a 
mantfefto to the Britifh minifier, 
vol:-ill. p. 289. 

Americans infulted by fever in 
both honfes of baitian tis vol. 


bi fe 4OT 


at Marblehead in cartel {hips 
from England, vol. iv. p. 295. 
a the number of, loft by 
the war, vol. iv, p. 404. 

Aumnevican acadenry y: of arts and 


nies, p. 


of the general affembly of 


the. Head 
of Elk, and within an. hour af- 


fome itathade arrive 


Ey. XX. 


. {ciences, incorporated in the 
Maffachufetts, vol. iti. p. 398. 


Anerican army, the general return, 


of it, at Cambridge in the Maf 


Tae ey vol. il. Pe 276— 
"They take poffeflion of Ploqw- 


' ed-hill, pe 127——are vifited from 


neighbouring and diftant colo- 
r41-—many ficken and 
die, and others, fufter much, p. 
142.—They take pofleffion of 
Cobble-bill, p. 143 break 
ground at Lechmere’s point, p. 
746. — They are changed by a 
new inliftment, p. 172. A 


. {cheme for deftroying the army. 


when at New York, p. 276.— 
‘They are defeated on Long-L/land, 
p- 309—evacuate the ifland, p. 


.343—their flate afterward, .p. 


316, 323—are flationed at dife, 


ferent’ places, p. 325—evacuate 


New York ifland, p. 339—are 
guilty of great plunderings, p._ 
41g—march toward the Brax- 
dywine, ps 494—are defeated 
by the royal army, p. ¢rr— 
furprife the royal troops at Ger- 
mait-town, P» §23—their dif- 


trefs at Valley-fonge,: vol. itis p 


yA oh the, royal’, troops 
neat Monmouth court-houfe, pe 


-14i1—their diftrefs for want of 


provifion, ps 344-eare greatly 
diflatished, .p.j62- 2703 «, 

: army in Canada, ‘their 
saathchariour.: Vol. 4, sps.2 50 
—their . diftrels. when. general. 
Thomas arrives and takes the 
command, p. 251=-they retreat 
from. before Quebec, Ps 253-— 


general Sullivan takes the com- 
- mand on the death of Thomas, 
~.p. 254>+they. retreat up the So- 


rel, andson to Crown Point, 


~.259—-remove to Mount Indeper 


dence; Pp. 319 ——~evacuate,. the 
northern pofts,. p.. 480—-their. 


force. under general Schuyler, 


ps 488—are commanded by ge- 
neral Gares, and engage the 
 yoyal 


‘a UN 


royal army under general Bur- 
ayne, Sept. 19, 1777s Pp» 548 
Sed agath én Oe. i p- 558. 

American commerce, the lofs of it 
not generally felt, vol, il. p. 
220. 

————- impreffion, the firft, of 
the Bible in Englifh, printed 
at Philadelphia by Mr. Aitken, 
vol. iv. p. 314. 

Amnferdam, the penfionary of, di- 
reCts the figning of an eventual 
treaty between Holland and the 
United States of America, vol. 
ili. p, 426. — 

Andre, major, the affair of, vol. 
ill. p. 481. 

4Arethufa and Belle Poule frigates 
engage, vol. iil. p. 118. 

Armed neutrality, vol. iil. p. 402. 

army, royal, to be employed 
againft the Americans, the 
ftrength of it, vol. i. p. 246. 

Arnald, Benedict colonel, marches 
toward Boffox, vol. il. p. 3— 
¢ommands a body of troops in 
an expedition to Cavada, and 
arrives at Point Levi, p. 128-— 
lofes the opportunity of fur- 
prifing Quebec, p. 165—Jjoins 
general Montgomery, p. 167— 
takes the command of the whole 
force on Montgdmery’s death, 
p- 188—retreats from Montreal, 
p- 260—-is appointed by gene- 
yal Gates to command the Ame- 
rican fleet on Lake Champlain, 
p- 379—is defeated by the Bri- 
tifh fleet, p. 383—bravely op- 
pofes the Britifh troops under 
general Tryou, p. 463—relieves 
Fort Schuyler (attacked by St. 
Leger and Johnfon) p. 532— 

_ ftorms the Germaz intrench- 
ments, and is wounded, p. 561 
"—negotiates for delivering We 
Point into the hands of Sir H. 
Clinton, vol, iii. p. 480—fails 
for the Chefapeak and lands in 

_ Virginia, vol, iv. p. §g—-returns 

Vou. IV. 


to New York, p.- 
againit New Loudon, 
Articles of peace, 
vol. iv. p. 360. 
Afgill, captain, defignated for re- 
taliation and fent forward, vol. 
iv. p. 285—allowed his parole 
and other indulgences, Pp. 289 
—receives the refolve of con- 
grefs for fetting him at liberty, 
and apaflport for goingintoNeaw — 
York, together with a polite let- 
ter from general Wafhington, 


LI 5-069 
p- 178. 
the provifional, 


Pp. 290. 

Ajbe, general, defeated by Heut. 
col. Prevof?, vol. ili. p. 233. 
Affeciations againft the confump- 
‘tion of Britis MAnUfATUres y 
vol. i. p. 156. An affaciation 
between the New York and Con- 
neéicut fons of liberty, p. 195 
agreed to by the fons of hi- 
berty in the Maffachufetts and 
in New Hamp/bire,p.198. The 
Virginians and North Carolini- 
ans enter into @/ociations againit 

importing, p. 256. 

Attempts to fow difcord between 
the civil and military powers 
of the United States, vol. iv. 


Pe 354. sitll 
de of the lower clafs of peo- 
ple in Exgland and Ireland to 
the American war, vol. ii. p. 
219. sien 
B. ca 
Balfour, colonel, fends a force to 
take Wilmington in North Ca- 
rolina, vol. iv. p. 47—fends a 
written anfwer to gen. Greene’s 
demand of the reafons for the 
execution of colonel Hayne, 
p- 165. 
Balloons, the air, vol. iv. p. 351. 
Baltimore, the inhabitants of, feize 
the provincial magazine, vol. 


Usp. Fe 
Bandole, Mr. de, chaplain to the 
French embafly, delivers a dif- 
courfe before congrefs, on ac- 


Gg count 
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a 
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-under lord Cornwallis, vol. iv. 
Pp. 2038 
Bank of North America incor- 
porated, vol, iv. p. 20g—opens | 
and is of eminent fervice to the 
t OManCicl, Da Soec 2-3: 
Barras, Mr. de, the French admi- 
“ral, fails from Rhode [ffand, vol. 
‘ay. p.181—arrives in the Che- 
fapeak, Pp. 184. 
Berre, colonel, his fpeech in the 
‘’ debate on the ftlamp-act, vol. i. 
», r60-—gives rife to the title 


of Sons of Liberty, p. 167—his © 


declaration on the refolutions 


and addrefs of beth houfes of” 


~” parliament concerning the Ma/- 
 fachufetts aflembly and town of 
, Bofton, Ps» 254 his f{peech 
- againtt the bill for the adminif- 
tration of juftice in the Ma/a- 
. thifetis, Pe S64. 
Be psig dec his fuccefsful 
cruife in the bay of Bi/cay, vol. 
irk hone Sia eB 
Barton, lieut. colonel, furprifes 
"and carries off general Pre/cot 
from Rhode Ifand, vol. ii. p. 


esi eae 
Battle of Breed’s hill, erroneoufly 


called Bemker’s hill, vol. it. p. 


39——0n Long [flaud, p. 309—- 
“at White Plains, p. 340—at 
Trenton, p. 396—at Princeton, 
p. 400—at the Brandywine, p. 
g08—at German town, Pp. 522 
~—between general Herkimer and 
Sir John fohnfon, p. 5zg—at 
Bennington, p. 540—between 
the armies under generals Gates 
and Burgoyne, p. $48, 558—at 
Monmouth, vol. ii. p. 141—at 


lord Cornzvallis and Gates, p. 
439—at King’s Mountain, be- 
tweem major, Fergufon and the 
Americans, p. 462—between 
veneral Morgan and lieut. col. 

. gl arleton, * VOls.1v. “ps 34—at 
““" Gailford court-houfe, between 


{> -n* oe 


“ countof the capture of the army — 


_Stona ferry, p. 258—between’ 


Bo ae 


lord Cornwallis and genetal 
Greene, p. 54—between lord 
Rawdon and Greene, p. 82—at 
Extaw, between Greene and 
lieut. col SSveawart, p- 168. 
Baylor, \ieut. col. his horfe fur- 
prifed, vol. ili. p. 194. 
Bedford, Britifh expedition againft, 
in the Maflachufetts, vol. iii. 
p-. 169. 
Berckel, Mr. Van, penfionary of 
Amfterdam, directs the figning 
of an eventual treaty between 
~ Holland and the United States 
.of America, vol. iii, p. 426. 
' Mr. Peter Van Bercke/, the 
Dutch ambaffador, has a public 
audience of congrefs, vol. iv. 
P+ 379 | | 
Bérmuda, powder taken dut of the 
magazine at, vol. il. p. 134. 
Berward, governor, his adminif- 
tration in the Maflachufetts, 


vol. i. p. 139—offends Mr, 


Otis, p. 140—is recalled, p. 
2726 
Bills for regulating the Maffachu- 
fetts government, and ‘the im- 
partial adminiftration of juftice, 
excite the utmoft refentment in 
the colonies, Vol. i. p. 377. 
Boftox port-bill produces univerfal 
indignation in America, vol. i, 
' p. 361—the day for fhutting 
up the port obferved as a day 
of fafting at Williamtburgh, at 
. Philadelphia, and. other places, 
p- 364. ‘The diftrefs of the 
inhabitants of Baffox, vol. it. 


p. 143—-many of their houfes _ 


and ftores plundered by the fol- 
diers and failors, p.197. ‘The 
town evacuated, p. 198. . The 

| acts of the Boitonians dur- 
ing the flege, p. 204. 

Bouille, she falta es takes 
Dominica, vol. 111. p. 237——his 
humanity to the fhipwrecked, 
Britith failors, vol. iv. p. 10. 


. He ‘goes againft and takes Yo- — 


bago, pe 133——furprifes Sr. Ex- 


Atatia, 


A 


eS 


Fe 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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flatia, p. 220-—takes St. Kitz’s, ' 


p. 233: 
Bounties, exceflive, paid to recruits 
in the Mafachufetts, vol. iv. 
é 3 TI 5. é ‘ y 
Braddock, general, defeated, vol. i. 


Pp. .1323¢' . 
Briflol near Rhode Ifland: fired 


-*upon by the Britifh fhipping, 
Ole T2325 ‘b 

Brit troops under general Knyp- 
haufen make an excurfion from 
Staten Iflandto Elizabeth-town, 
vol. ili. p. 368—fire Spring- 
field, p. 373——return to Staten 
Ifland, p. 374. N. 

Broiunifts, the rife of them, vol, 1. 
p. 4-—-they, are perfecuted, p. 6 
~—flee to Holland, p. 7—fail for 
North® America,’ p. ro—fx at 
New Plymouth, p. 11—their 
civil’ principles, p. 12—in 

church government become con- 
eregationalifts or independents, 
p.-14—their religious . fenti- 
TENS, Po 1 Se... 

Burgoyne, general, commands the 
royal northern army, vol, il. 
p- 476—iflues out an uncom- 
mon proclamation, p. 478—ap- 
pears before Tyconderoga, Pp. 

~480—purfues the Americans 
by water to Sheenjfboraugh, p- 
4$5-—~arrives at fort Edward, 
p. 4$7—fends a detachment 
toward Benningtox, p. §38— 
his. letters to general Gates, p. 
543. He pafies the /ad/on's 
river, and encamps at Sara- 
toga, p. 547—engages the Ame- 
ricans, ps $48, 559——his army 
in the utmoft diftrefs, p. 563— 
retreats to Saratoga, p- 566— 
has his retreat to fort Edward 
cut off, p. 571—concludes a 
‘couwention with gencral Gates, 


2 ON? Be ‘3 
Burial of general Frazer, vol. ii. 
Baha 
Burke, Mr. his reforms, vol, iv. 

p- 263: 


eo xX 


Butler, American colonel, his ex= 
oe . ¥ 3 
pedition againift the Indians and 

tories, vol. lll. p. 204. , 


Caldwell, Mrs. killed by the royal 
troops,.vol. ili, p. 369. 

Campbell, Archibald lieut. colonel, 
ordered into clofe confinement, 
vol. ii. p. 410—fent’ againtt 
“Georgia, beats the American 
general Howe, and fubdues the 
itate, vol. 1. p. 212.. 

Canada, the emancipation of it 
laid afide by congrefs, vol. 111. 
p- 209. ¥ 


Canadians, they decline acting 


againit the colonifts, vol. 11. p. 
156——are alienated by the bad 
conduttof the American troops, 
. 250. a 
Carleton, Sir Guy, plans a fcheme 
for recovering Tyconderoga and 
Crown Point, vol. 11. p. 156— 
is defeated, p. 162—efcapes to 
Quebec, p. 164—turns all the 
fufpected out of the city, p, 
-167—his humane treatment of 
the American prifoners, p. 249 
—marches out to attack the 
Americans, p. 253—exercifes 
frefh humanity toward his pri- 
foners, p- 256—deteats the 
American fleet on Lake Cham- 
plain, p» 383—1s prevented ad- 
vancing immediately to Lycon- 
deroga, p.385 —withdrawstrom 
‘Crown Point and returns to - 
Canada, p. 388—arrives at 
New York to command the royal 
forces in America, vol. iv. p. 
24g—breaks up the board of 
affociated loyalifts, p. zgi— 
has an interview with general 
Wafbington, p.367—fends word 
to the prefident of congrefs that 
he fhould lofe no time in eva- 
cuating Nea York, p. 381. 
Carolina iettled, vol. i. p. 69, An 
infurre¢tion in the colony, for 
which Culpeper is tried by vit- 
~ tue of the ftatute of Henry V UI. 
G gz p, 76. 
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p76; Carelina ig divided into 
North and South, p. 80. 
Cartel for the Britifh and Ameri-: 
cans, fettled by generals Phil- 
lips and Lincoln, vol. iii. p. 
14Q%e? ga) Bei (eng 
Caucus and caucufing, the meaning 
of. thefe words, often ufed at 
Bofton,. vol. 1. p. 365. 
Cedars, the, Americans there, fur- 
« ender the fort, vol. ii. p. 204. 
Major Sherburne is defeated in 
- attempting. to relieve the place, 
ibid. . General Arnold con- 
' cludes a-cartel for the exchange’ 
of the prifaners, p. 255. °. 
Chamblee taken, vol, ii. p. 161. 
Charlefoun, oppofite.to -Bofton, 
. fired by order of general Gage 
and deftroyed, vol. 11. p, 42. 
= ‘in South Carolina 
founded, vol. i. p. 45-—the firft 
_Englith , colleétor ‘eftablifhed 
_there, p. 77-—the general com- 
mittee of the place call a pro- 


ous 


_vincial congreis, ps42$e. The. 


- inhabitants determine; upon. re- 
fifting the meafures of miniftry, 
vol. 1, . pig. «The, town iV 
objegt of Sir Peter Parker’s.and 

general Clinton's offenfive ope- 
rations, .p..279—the ,.fort>on 

‘Swlivan’s, Ifland attacked, xp. 
282. 
Al. Clintony vol, iii. ps 358a—. 
evacuated by the Briti/A, vol. iv. 

Me 3 Ge japeoh overt y reas ee 
era frigate,taken, vol; iv. 


Rp = 
i] 


« 31 Tigtk 14 ; Bagdad 

Pops a lord, his fpeech, | Jan. 
17754 vol, 1.) Ps 439—May, 
A777 .VOl. te -p. 451--—his 
fainting in the houfe of lords, 
and fubfequent,death,. vol. iii, 
Be Pi Sei rctins F crgut & 
Cherry Walley attacked by the In- 
dians, and tories, vol, hii. pe 

peo teretel 45 p'4 ada “308 
beter, the county palatine and 
city of have réprefentatives Ale 

_. Towed them, vel, i. pe sie 


€ 


4 


Charleftown taken by Sir — 


Bitsin, Kr 

Chevaux de Frifé of Philadelphia, 
vol. ii. p.93. 

Church, dottor, his correfpon- 
dence with a Britith officer in 
Bofton detected, vol. ii. p. 134. 

Cincinnati, the fociety of, vol. iv. 
P: 393- ; 

Clair, St. general, his force at 
Tycondéroga, vol. ii. Pp. 479- 
He concludes on evacuating 

. that. and) Moat Independence 
p- 481—the rear of his troops 
attacked by general Fraxer, p. 

483. He joins general Schyy- 
ler, p. 486. stad 

Clarke, colonel, his expedition 

_ into the Jzdian country, vol. ii 
p- 191—againft the lieut. gov. 
of Detroit, col, Hamilton, p. 
e642 9 rete 

Glark, colonel, marches to Augufta, 
and attacks lieut. ‘col. Brown, 

. but is obliged to retreat, vol. 
Hi. .ps46o/0i a AS Te 

Clergy. of New England, vol. i. 
‘p. 418. . A eae 

Clini Sir H.. his expedition 
againft . forts Montgomery and 

Clinton, vol. ti. p. 553. He | 

arrives at Philadelphia to take 
the command ofthe Bvitif 
troops, vol. iil, p. 89—evacu- 
ates. Philadelphia, p. 131—en- 
gages the Americans near Mon- 
mouth court-houfe, p- 141—his 

*defign againft. Georgia, p.2 11 

w—takes S. touey-point, Pp. 2'6 pe. 
his expedition to Sonth Caro- 
lina,p. 346—takes Charlefforwiiy ” 

p- 358—iflues out proclamati- 

‘ons before: his return to Wea 
York, p. 383—prepares’ to ‘at= 
tack the Frexch at Rhade Tfland, 
p- 38o0—fends “general » Le/lie- ¢ 
with 3000 troops to Mirginia, 
p- 491—fends ‘agents’ t& treat 
with the Perin/ylvania revoltérsy 

vol. iv. pe'zo—fends Arzold-to 

Virginiay p. 59—forwards thi- 

ther 2600’ snoré! troops under: ° 

generab Phillips; pe-O2.°) =) +; 


Chintcr, 


Eilon 


Clinton, the American governor, 
by a {pirited exertion, prevents 
the difbandment. of Wafhing- 
ton’s army through the want of 
bread, vol. iii. p. 49s. 

Coin, French, found early in the 
Maffachufetts, vol. i. p. 25. 

Collier, Sir George, takes” the 
American frigate, Hancock, 
vol. Wi, p. 52—deftroys the 
American fleet at Penobfcot, 
Pride : Pare 

Colonies, the fentiments of the 
New England with refpc& to 
the parliamentary. acts of Old 
England, vol. i. p. 40. The 
colonies not fettled at the ex- 

pence of the Englith govern- 
ment, Georgia excepted, p. 
g5- Jealoufies of their aiming 
-at independence, p. 106. Mo- 
nies granted them by the Britifh 
parliament to affift their extra- 
ordinary exertions in the war’ 
with France, p. 137. They 
early deny the parliamentary 
right of taxation, p. 16. 

Commiffioners, the American board 
of, eftablifhed, vol. i. p. 216 
—they retire to Caftle William, 

wit 33. 

Ba » the Britifh, fend a 
letter, &c. to congrefs, vol. iii. 
p- 12g—their negotiations, p. 
170. ‘They appeal to the peos 
ple at large, p. 173—-publifh a 
valedittory manifeito, p. 174. 

Committees of corréfpoudence between 
Bofton and the other towns of 
the Maflachufetts, propofed by 
Mr. Fames Warren, and elta- 
blifhed, vol. 1. p. 312.. 

Committee, the, appointed by con- 
grefs to inquire into the con- 
duct of the Briti/S and Hefian 
generals and officers toward the 
Americans, make their report, 
Vol. lis. Per 4.$75 ‘ 


Common-Senfe,y Mr. Patue’s pam- 


phlet fo entitled, promotes the 


D | ee 


{pirit of independency, Vol. ii. 
|e ie is ; 
Complaints againft the Amertican 

officers and foldiers, vol. ii, pe 
316, 325, 332. That thereare 
many bad officers among them, 
no caufe of furprife, p.334. 
Conanicut, houfes and barns burnt 
on the ifland, voL ii. Pricg. 
Coxciliatory motion of lord North 
in regard to America, vol. i. 
p- 463—his conciliatory propo- 
fitions, vol. iii, p. ro4. 
Saha between the minifter of 
‘rance and congrefs, vol. iii. 
p.273- 
Confederation, the articles of, vol. 
ii. p. 24, The confederation 
_ completed, vol. iv. p. 66. © 
Coxgregationalifts, orinde pendents, 
fettle at New Plymouth in Ame~ 
rica, Vol. i, p. 11—their ‘civil 
and religious principles, p. 1z 
awe 41. 4 . 
Congregational church in the Maf- 
fachufetts, the firft formed at 
Salem,- vol. i. p- 21. 
Coxgre/s, American, the firft, vol. 
1. p. 103. The congre/s at Al- 
bany in 1754, form a plan for 
the Union of all the colonies, p- 
t2z4—the plan not approved of 
by the &rin/b minittry, ‘and 
another fubftituted by them, p. 
425—-Dr. Franklin's ‘remarks 
upon the minifterial plan, p. 
126. ‘The congrefs of 1765 
meet, p. 173. 
for a vew congrefs by the Maf- 
Jachufetts,. p. 366—by Mary« 
land, p. 367——by South Caro- 
lina, yp. 368—by Connecticut, 
p- 369—by Pennfylvania and 
Irginia, Pp. 371—by Rhode 
Iland, p.-372. ‘The congre/s 
meet and write to general Gage, 
P- 395——-make a declaration of 
rights, p. 396—enter into an 
allociation,. p. 399—addrefs 
the people of Great Britain, p- 
Gg 3 400 


Meafures taken _ 
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- 400--draw up a memorial to 
~ ‘the inhabitants of : Briti/b Ame- 
vita, P- 403—addrefs ‘bis ma- 
jefys p- 404-—addrefs the in- 
habitants of Canada, p.407— 
diffolve themfelves, p.4cq. 
Congre/s, anew one, meet, vol. ii. 
a i . sheer Les 4 A 
Botte Wid $k Pune ee? 
open for an accommodation, ps 
yO~-their proceeaings, p. 31 
agree upon a fecgnd peltiian to 
the king, ip. 32 —itile the colo- 
nies 7 be Twelve United Colonies, 
and advife the Maffachufetts to 
take up, government, p. 33. 
They refolve to emit di//s of 
credit for the defence of Ame- 
_ rica, p. 6o—agree on a decla- 
ration, fetting torth the caufes 
of their. taking up arms, p. 6g 
_ ign the petition to the king, 
and addreis the inhabitants of 


Great Britain, p. '71—are join- © 


ed by Georgia, p.73—-addrefs 
the people of freland, p. 77 —~ 
_exprefs ‘their opinion on lord 
‘North's, conciliatory plan, p. 78 
—adjourn, p.79- ‘Lhe refo- 
lution of congrefs with a view 
to, the fecuring of governor 
Tryon, Pp. 11g—recommend to 
New Hampfeire the eftabliil ing 
of a form“of government, p. 
tso-—the fame to Soulh Cara- 
tina; p- 151 —likewile to Vir- 
pinia, p. 52. ‘Whey conclude 
upon the number of men to 
form the new army, p. 153— 
declare againft any particular 
colony’s petitioning the king, 
p- 154-—threaten retaliation, 
and determine upon building 
13 frigates, p. 155—petmit 
the inbabitants of the united 
colonies to fit out armed veflels, 
and refolve that ‘no’ flaves bé 
imported into any of the cclo- 
sniesy p. 213—order the fecret 
‘ecmmittee to endeavour to dif- 
‘eover whether the Frevch mean 
“to a¢ for or againft dierica, p. 


BN 


A 


272. They conclude upon a 
‘declaration of independence, p. 
289——adopt a new code for the 


government of the army, p. 332 


appoint commiflioners to the 
court of Mrance, p. 372—refule 


“to ratify general 4rxold’s cartel 
“with capt. Forfter, p. 375-— 
adjourn’ to’ Baltimore, p.' 378. 
‘They, veft“getieral Wafbington | 
~ with full powers for fix months, 


p. 405—refolve ‘on fending 
commiilioners to Viena, Spain, 


Priffia and Infcany, p. 406— 


~. advile making their bills of 


credit a legal tender, p. 412— 
“approve Wa/fbingtox’s conduct 


as to a cartel, p. 495—refolve 


Awhat’ thall’'be ‘the’ fag of The 
"Thirteen United States, p.496. 
The opinion of congrefs 'con- 
cerning Mr. Deane’s agreement 


with Mr. Cordray and other 


French gentlemen,’ p. 498. 


They conter on the marquis de. 


la_ fayette the rank and com- 
Miflion of major-general in the 
American army, p. 499—make 
“regulations, which oblige the 
‘ccommiflary general, Mr. “fo- 
Jeph Trumbull, to refign” his 
commifiion; p. soz." Acts of 
congrcls, vol. Il. Pp. 21, 35. 
They recall’ Mr. Silas Deane 
‘from Paris, p. 3°—appoint 
gencral Conway in{pector gene- 
Yal, p. 4o—attempt to procure 


‘a fupply of clothing, p. 41— * 


tefolve to detain rhe convention 


“troops, p. 49--receive blank ~~ 


papers from Paris, p. 6o—their 


ats, p. 73+their order and 


declaration in.‘ regard to the 


pills from Great Britain, re- 


Jating to the intention of par- 
Jiament on the fubjeét of taxa- 
‘tion, and forthe appointing of 
cominiffioners, p. 77, They 


receive the account of a treaty — 


of commerce ‘and ‘of a’ treaty 


of allianee between France‘and © 


the 


Nt 


Bay” Ne 


the United States, p. 80—ad- 
drefs the inhabitants of America 
on the occafion, p. 82—refolve 
to have no intercourfe with 
governor Fohuflone, po L7Z— 
meet at Philadelphia, p. 177— 
give the French ambatlador a 
public audience, p. 178-—ele¢t 
Dr. Franklin minifter plenipo- 
tentiary to the court of France, 
and give him initructions, p. 


D)- 


179—their obfervations on the 


finances of America, p. 180— 
their refolutions occafioned by 
Mr. Payne’s publications, p. 
221—various refolutions, p. 
272, They admit the minifter 
ot France to a conference, p. 
273—their refolution upon the 
burning of Fairfield, Norwalk 
and Bedford, p. 283—their in- 
ftructions relative to peace, and 
to Dr. Franklin, p. 315——-to 
their minifter for negotiating 
with Spain, p, 319~-additional 
inftru¢tions to him, p, 321. 
‘They addrefs their conttituents 
upon their finances, p. 322— 
have reported to them the com- 
munications of the Frexzch mi- 
nifter, p. 335——their anfwer to 
the fame, p. 339. The French 
minifter’s communications at a 
fecond conference, p. 342. The 
refolves of congrefs for deftroy- 
ing the old paper emiffion and 
introducing a new, 07, Ps 394+ 
They publith, that the 11th and 
12th articles of the treaty of 
commerce with france, were 
expunged, p. 4.76. . They agree 
that their..oflicers fhall be en- 
titled to Aalf-pay during Iife, 
p. 478—-honor.and reward, the 
ipree New York. militiamen, who 
took major, dudre, p. 493— 
determine upon. having a per- 
manent army, Pp» 494—recom- 
mend to the, feveral ftates. the 


vetting of a. power in congrefs 


to levy aduty.of five per,cent, 


Configuees. 
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vol. iv. p. 63-—choofe Robere 
Morris, efq; financier, p. 64+— 
authorize the opening of a fub- 
{cription for a loan for the fup- 
port of the citizens of South 
“Carolina and Georgia, p. 136—~ 
their refolves upon the news of 
the reduction of the Briti/> ar- 
my under Cornwallis, p. 200— 
attend at the Roman Catholic 
chapel, p. 203. © They appoint 
commiffioners for negotiating 
peace, and give theny inftruc- 
tions, p. z246—determine the 
difpute between Penn/ylvania 
and Conneficut re{pecting lands, 
p-353- .Their-acts in favor of 
the American officers, p. 358. 
They receive advice of a gene- 
ral peace, p. 359—order the 
troops to be furloughed, p. 368 
-—refolve to erect an equeftrian 
ftatue of gencral Wafbington; pe 
374--to prefent two pieces of 
ordnance to’ general Greene, and 
iffue a proclamation, applaud- 
ing the armies of the United 
States, and dire€ting their dif- 
charge, p. 378—accept general 
Wa/bington’srefignation, p.387- 
Conne@icut fettled, vol, 1. p. 32. 
The colony alarmed by publi, 
Cations againft the ftamp-act, 
_p. 168—fends a ‘committde to 
general Gage, vol. ii. “ps. Ge 
“Phe Conne@icut troops leave the 
arMy, ,P- 1456 Sos Se 
Counelly, John, and his affociates, 
~ difcovered and captured, vol, 
"EE Da hl hey iat iS. ‘at 
Conjeience, full. liberty _ of,’ “firit 
eftablifhed in Rhode [land and 


Providence Plantations, vol. i. 
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Rsatrz itl it 
Conftitution, the, of the United 
States of America, vol. iV. p. 


pe teae <T¥ 


Conftitutions of the feveral Ameri- 


rican ftates, fome accovnt of 
} Yau rea! 
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Cowvention of committees from the 
Maffachufetts towns invited by 
the inhabitants of Bo/fox to meet 
at Faneuil Hall, vol. i. p. 243. 
' "They meet, but break up jin 
“feven days, p. 244. 
— ——, the, between generals 
Gates and Burgoyne, vol. ii. p. 
““gy4..' The convention troops 
at Cambridge, vol. iti, p. 44. 
Gates’s letter relative to their 
~ not having violated the conven- 
tion, p.46. They are not ad- 
mitted to embark for’ Exrope, 
" p. 49—are fent off to Vixgizia, 
op. 224. peer 
Convulfions in London and Weft- 
minfter, fubfequent to the mea- 
fures recommended by Jord 
George Gordon to the Pro- 
teftant affociation, vol, iii. p. 
417. fe 
onway, general, denies the right 
- Of parliament to tax the colo- 
nies, vol, i. p, 162— moves for 
the repeal of the ftamp-adt, p. 
202-—condemns the American 
war in the moft decifive terms, 
vol. ii. p, 22¢—-his motion 
againft continuing the Ameri- 
» an wart carried, vol,iv. p.230. 
‘Coote, Sir Eyre, dies, vol. iv, p. 
Cornwallis, lord, purfves general 
_ Wafrington through the Ferfeys, 
vol. li. p. 354--—haltens to 
Trenton a the defence of the 
Ferfeys, p 399—back to. Bruin/- 
mick, having been -out-gene- 
ralled by Wofhington, p. 453-— 
farprifes general Lincolz, p, 
455. His lordthip is left in 
command at Charlefcawn, vol, 
Hi. p. 38¢—marches.. againtt 
general brn and eee 
- 436—his orders relntive ‘to 
the treatment of Sovth Cavelinz, 
P-451—fends out of the’ftate 
@ number of the prifoxers cn 
‘parole in Charléfown, ping 52 
his letter to general Swadl- 


| “ebood, p. 4¢67—his letter to ges 


| ae 
neral Greexe, vol. iv.’ P+ 2B smu 
is joined by general Leflie, p. 
32—fends Tarleton to drive 
general Morgan from his ftation, 
p. 33—-purfues Morgan after 
Tarleton’s defeat, p. 34—crofles 
the Catawba, and chatfes Greene, 
who. has*taken upon him the 
command, p. 39—crofles the 
Yadkin, renews’ ‘and continues 
the chafe ‘to. the: banks of ‘the 
Dan, p. 4i—ereéts the ‘royal 
flandard at Hillborough,. pe-44 


“wretires froin Hil/boraugh, pi4.g 


_ attempts to furprifethe wme- 
° ‘ritan light infantry, p. 50— 
attacks and defeats Greewe near 
Guilford court-houfe, pety4. 
His. lordthip retreats ‘toward 

~ Crofs Creek and is purfaed by 
Greene, p. ¢7—marches to Wil- 
 mington, and’ from thence: to 
| Virginia, ps 1Y0—forms a junc- 
tion with the Brit/ troops un- 
der Arnold, and expects to cruth 
“the marquis de la Fayette, but 
“38 deceived; p. ry 1—fends'co- 
lonels Yarleton atid 'Siieoe to 
{cour the interior countrys p. 
114—haltens to Williampourgh, 
“p.rr6—evacuates the citys p. 
¥r7—crofles Fames river “and 
retires to’ Port/mouth, pv 118. 
His lordthip’ takes poft at ‘York 
= Torin, p. 1854~is 'befieged, p 
| 19gi1—+—-determines “upon at- 
“tempting an- efcape,. parq4— 
- furrenders’ to. the allied:troops 
__ under gen, Wafbington, p> 196. 
Crawford, colonel, andhis party, 
‘ deteated) by sthe: Jxdians, and 
“eruelly treated, ‘vol, iv. p. 312. 
Crea, Mifs Ms, anurdered by the 


vg 


. Didiant, Nols tie p. 343-—the 

. Murder tor to’ be charged on 

“general Burgeyze,: Pe 5444p som 
Crown Point iurpriied, vol. ii, 


“Ss 
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Crneltier praGtifed on the Ameri- 
*"“@aty -prifoners, and the effects 
‘they produced, vol, div poq27. 
Gr BBy 
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 Cruzsy corporal, arrives from Great 


Britain with difpatches from 
_Mr. Arthur Lee, vol. di. p. 
272s j deen 
Culpeper tried on the att of Henry 
viii. Vol. i. p. 76. 


Danbury, the expedition to, under 
general Tryon, vol. ii. p. 462. 
Darknefs, an unufual one in the 
Mafflachufetts and elfewhere, 
vol. 1. p. 367. 

Deane, Mr. Silas, recalled from 
France by congrefs, vol. iii. p. 

_38—-addreffes the Americans, 
p-217—is addrefled by Common 
Séxfe, pe 218. 

Debates in parliament on lord 
North’s motion for a joint ad- 
drefs of both houfes to the 
king, in February 1775, vol. 1. 
p- 455—0n the -addrefs. of the 
two houfes in anfwer to the 
king’s fpeech_in 1775, vol. i. 
p- 225—on-the addrefs of the 
commons in. anfwer to the 
fpeech in 1776, p.437—on the 
preliminary articles of peace, 
vol. iv. py 348- i 


Delaware colony fettled, vol. i. 


p. 84. ‘The ftate of Delaware 
fettles its independent conftitu- 
. tion, vOleii. pFz68. 1 
Demarara and Iflequibo fubmit to 
the Britifh,..vol. iv. p. 78—are 
” taken-by the French, p. 242. 
Dickinfou, Mr. John,- -his, detters 
from a -Pennfylvania, farmer, 
pVOlg tecPa.@2IeS\ 9G 3: . 
Difturbances - between the . French 
and Americans at Charleftown, 
South Carolina, and at Bofton, 
vol. iil. pw 197- 42) 
Dominica taken by the marquis de 
. Bouille, vol-iitep. 237- 


| Donop, -count,.. deteated- at, Red 


Bank, {vol iil. pe2ei vor 2 
Dorchefler-heights, preparations for 
, taking! poileilion ‘of-them, .vol. 
» di. pe tga. The Americans 
proceed to that fervice, p.tgz- 


" 
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Dougall, capt. Ms of New York 
committed to jail for. writing 
papers deemed libels, and ‘e+ 
tufing to give bail, volvi..p. 
.301—diflcharged after a long 
imprifonment, and being. the 
pirft fafferer tor American \iber- 
ty, Pp. 303- : 

Duché, the reverend Mr, chofen 
chaplain to congrefs, vol. 11. 
p. 14—<declines. his chaplain- 
thip, p. 376—his attempt. upon 
general Wa/bington’s patriotism, 
p- 581. 

Dunmore, lord, quits William burgh 
and goes on board the Fowey 
man of war, vol. ul. p. 87— 
arms a number of veffels, and 
is oppofed by the Virginians, 
p- rio... He’ declares martial 
law, and is joined by, blacks 
and whites, p. 111—his troops 


defeated vat Norfolk, Pp. l12—=-- 


the fcheme for raifing him a 
cenfiderable force. difcevered, 
p- 114—quits Virginia and ar- 
rives off Staten fland,..9.2.98- 

Dutch, the, are prefented.with a 
Britithh memorial, vol. My p- 

_ 449. Dutch vellels, taken, by the 
Britifh cruifersyvol.i. p. 249- 
A memorial prefented to them, 
urging the delivering up of the 
Serapis, p. 300. “The. Dutch 
fhips under count-By/axd “tto p- 

- ped by captain, Fielding, px402- 

- "Phe -Britith king’s.-ordéy in 

 eduncil -refpetting, the,.2utch, 


-p.4040, ‘They decline fygrifh- 


.ing the fuccodrs claimed by 
Britain, p. 405§-—are prefented 


_ with a memorial relative t@ the- 
- eventual treaty between merica 
2 > & Holland, voli p.5. Géxeral 


reprifals granted by the Britifh 
council againit their fhips and 


- goods: p..6.. ashe; cattiers be- 
‘4s. tween! the Dutoh..and,. Byiti/b 


- fleets on Degker Bayky Pp. d 52. 


«5 Dutch fetrlements pin. the batt 
Undies .taken,: pys24i 014 
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ZEfopus burnt, vol. ii. p. 579. 

Laft India, Britith, intelligence, 
wol. iv. p. 79, 215, 265, 282, 


3448) 8 | 
Efingham, the earloof, refigns his 


regiment, declining. to-ferve 


with it againft the Americans, 
vol. i. p. 497- 

Emperor the, of Germany, favors 
the rights of confcience, vol. 
iY. Pri gaees Oe / 

Emprefs the, of Germany, her 
death, ivOh- vee. P96. aib 
Lquefirian ftatue to be erected for 

general Wafhington, vol. iv. 
P+ 374° i t 
Efaing, count de, arrives with 
the French fleet on the American 
coaft, -vo]. iii, p. 1 54—-pro- 
ceeds to Newsort, p. 1547—— 
chafes the Briti/h fleet under 
lord Howe, p. 159—fails for 
Boftox, p. 163——he and his : of- 
ficers are entertained by the 
Maffachujetts aflembly, p. 198 
—publithes a.declaration to. be 
fpread among the Canadians, Pe 
199——lails for the Weft Indies, 
Pp. 200—attempts relieving Sv. 
Lucie, p.245—takes St. Vincent, 
Pp. 256-—Grenada, p. 293—en- 
gages admiral Byroz, p..2zg5— 
fails for Georgia and attacks Sa- 
vannah, P. 325—is repulfed, 
SNPs 20, an Cds 
Eufiatia, St. taken- by Sir George 
Koduey, vol. iveup. 74—fur- 
prifed by the marquis de Bouille, 
PURO, ke | 
Exraws battle, vol. iv. p.: 168. 
Expedition, the: Britifh; againtt 
| £gg Harbour, vol. iii. p. 193. 
Expence of fupplying the Britith 
army at Bofton, vol. ii..p..2z1. 
Extradts from the att of Virginia 
in favor of religious freedom, 


vol. iv. pe gigs oo 2s 9" 
-—— from fome curious letters, 
VOU PELGIE— Sho cau 


*s 


u 
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Fairfield burnt by the Britith, 
vol. ili. p. 266. . 

Falmouth dettroyed by the Britith, 

Pas 62) Bye Fn ANON 

Farce of the Blockade of Bofton in- | 
terrupted by the, burning of 


_. fome houfes by the Americans, 


vol. i. p. 180. | 
Hayette, the marquis de la, is ap- 
pointed major general by con- 
grcis, VOL, wliei 0. 499-——fome 
account of him, p. soo—is 
wounded, p..512—crofles the 
Schuylkill with a body of men, 

_ and narrowly efcapes with them 
back to Valley Forge, vol. ili. 
p- go—fails for France, p. 211+ 

- He returns from Frauce with 
an account that, he was foon to. 
be followed bya French fleet 
and corps of troops, p. 364— 
-is detached to Virginia with a 
_ body of light infantry, vol. iv. 
‘p. 60--makes a forced march 
of 200 miles, and arrives at 
Richmond jaft in time to fecure 
dt againft the Brity2, p. 109g— 
fends. a fpy into the Biri 
- camp, who deceives lord Corn- 
ewallis, p. 111. ‘The marquis 
_forms a junction, with general 
Wayne, Pp. 115—unexpectedly 
-by. his Jordfhip fixes: himfelf 
between the Briti/> army and the 
American ftores, p. 116-—1s join- 
ed by, the allied troops from the 
northward, p. 187—has_per- 
miffion to go to: France, p. 207 

» -—announces by letter to con- 
_grefs.a general peace, p. 359. 
Pergufen, major, his. movements, 
and defeat: at King’s Mountain, 
yd: iebateng ya -aee en a ee | 
Finances of America, the obfer- ~ 
»vyations .of congrefs on them, 
' vol. iil, p. 180—reports con- 
- cerning .the office of Puaice, 
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Flag of the United States, voi, ii. 


p- 496 


Fleets, the hoftile, engage on Lake 


Champlain, vol. 1. pe 383-—= 
under admiral Keppel and 
D’Orvilliers, vol. 11s p. 123 
—Byron and d Eftaing, p. 295 
—Rodney and Langara, p. 407 
—Rodney and de Guichen,” p. 
411—Hood and de Grafie, vol. 
iv. p. 132—Johnftone and Suf- 
frein, p.. 149—Hyde Parker 
and Zoutman, p. 153—— Graves 
and de Grafie, p. 182—Hughes 
and Suffrein, p. 266—Rodney 
ard de Grafle, p. 271, 273-7 
Howe and the combined French 
and. Spanifh commanders, p- 
sry pede ye and Suffrein, p. 
3445 3452 34°- 

= chee SA a of France 
and Spain, appear before Ply- 
mouth, vol. iii. p. 291—take 


near fixty Brit Eaft and Weft 


India Taips, vol. iv. pe 3—un- 
expectedly appear in the chops 
of the channel,’ p. 158. 

5 the French and Spanifh, 
join in the Weft Indies, but 
make no attempt againft Fa- 
maica, VOl. iv. P- 2% 


Fort Wafbington taken,. vol. il. py 


348. Fort Lee taken, p. 352. 
‘Kort Stanwix, alias Schuyler, 
invefted, p. 529—the fiege of 
it raifed, p. 534. Ports Mont- 
gomery and Clinton taken, Pe 


5555 


Franklin, Do€tor, his remarks on 


the minifterial plan for the uni- 
on of the colonies, vol. is p. 
126. He fends over to the 
Maffachufetts a number of ori- 
ginal letters, P- 328—they oc- 
cafion a duel between Mr. 
Whately and Mr. Fobn Temple, 


p+ 349: 


“Frazers general, attacks and de- 


feats colonel Warner at Hub- 
bar dios vol, ib Ps 40a 


E xe 


»mortally wounded, p. s60-—his 
burial, :p. s65.° +2. om : 
France, her conduct, vel. iii. p- 
92, 94, 96. She delivers to 
the American commilfioners the 
preliminaries of a treaty be- 
tween France and America, De 
gi—figns the treaties, p. 103 
—her ambaffador informs the 
Britifh miniftry of the fame, 
p- 107. She gives a public 
audience to the dmerican com- 
miflioners, p. r1o—her {qua- 
dron fails from Bre, p. 112. 
French fleet and troops, ar- 
rive at Rhode Tfland, vol. 111. 

P- 379-, 

king, fupprefies the in- 
human cuftom. of putting the 
queftion by torture, vol. iy. 


p. 14. 


troops under count de 
Rochambeau, their good beha- 
viour, vol. iv. p.128. They 
march from the fouthward to 
Bofton, p. 31 3-—embark on board 
the marquis de Vaudreuil’s fleet, 
and fail for the Weft Indies; p. 


314. 


Coote 
Gage, general, is ordered to fend 
troops to Bofoz, vol. i. p. 238 
—lands at Bojfox, p. 360—is 
addreffed by the inhabitants of 
Salem, p. 374—iflues out a pro- 


clamation againft the jolemxz 
league aud covenant of the Boj- 
ton committee, p. 378—forti- 
fies the entrance at Boffo Neck, 
p- 387—1feizes the powder’ at 
Charlefown, p.» 3$8-—aniwers 
the letter of congrefs, p. 396 
—fends troops to Salem, p. 470 
—prepares for fending others to 
Concord, Pp. 47 6—-they are fent 
forward, and a firing commentes 
at Lexingtox, p. 477+ He en- 
ters into an agreement with the 
committee of the town of Bo/- 
ton, p. 487—is waited upon by 

aa . a com- 
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2 committee from Conneficut, 
vol. 11. p. 18—~his agreement 
with the inhabitants of Bo/fox 
not obferved, p. 25. He of- 
fers pardon exéept to Samuel 
Adams and Fohu Hancock, p. 
28—detains the inhabitants of 
Soften, p. 53. Letters between 
him and general Wa/hington, p. 
125. He fails for Great Bri- 
ate De, TAG. 

Galvez, Don, the Spanifh gover- 
nor of Loxifiaua, recognizes the 
independence of the American 
ftates, and marches againit the 
Britifh {ettlements on the My- 
Fiippi, vol. iii. p. 314—takes 
Mobille, p. 409—takes Penfa- 
cola, vol. iv. p. 129. 

Gafpee, the fchooner, attacked and 
burnt near Providence, vol. i, 
p-/311.! 

Gates, general, is appointed to 
command the army in the 
northern department, vol. ii. p. 
276—fuperfeded by the ap- 
pointment of Schuyler, p. 475 
—chofen afrefh, and to relieve 
Schuyler, p. 50z—his letters to 
general Burgoyne, p. 543—en- 
gages Burgoyne, P- 543, $59— 
reduces him to the neceflity of 
agreeing to a convention, p.572. 
Flis delicacy with refpeét to 
the royal army, when they de- 

ofited their arms, p. 574. 

fe writes to congrefs relative 

to Burgoyne’s troops not hav- 
ing broken the convention, 
vol. ui. p. 46—his letter to the 
earl of Thanet, p. 106—his let- 
ter to a South Carolina delegate, 
refpecting the intended opera- 

tions of the Brit, p. 389. 

He is appointed to command 

the fouthern army, p. 391— 

advances toward Camden, p. 

4,30——his general orders at Cler- 

snout, *P..434-—marches and un- 

expectedly meets the Briif ar- 

my under lord Corzevallis, fs 
egret a 


Ee. 


437—engages the Brit, and 

is defeated, p. —proceeds 
to Hillfoorsugh, a? i oe 
broken troops retreat to Sa- 
lifbury, Pp. 448—his .exertions 
in favor of the relics of his un- 
fortunate army, p. 458—thefe 
are reinforced, p. 460. He 
receives private information of 
congrefs’s havin appointed an 

officer to fuperfede him, p. 469 — 
——removes his head quarters to 
Charlotte, and furrenders the 
command of the army into ge- 
neral Greene’s hands, p. 472— 
meets with a polite return from 
Greene, p. 473—is addrefled by 
the Virginia houfe of delegates, ) 
vol. iv. ‘p. 26. : 


Generals Howe, Clinton and Bur- 


goyne, arrive at Bofton, vol. ii. 
Ds 23. , 


George, the Reyal, is loft, vol, iv. 


p. 2514 


Georgia fettled, vol, i. p- 92—ac- 


cedes to the general affociation 
of the twelve colonies, vol. ii. 
P- 73> 75~—attacked by the 
Brityp troops, vol. iii, p. 211 
— Savannah, the capital, taken, 
and the ftate fubdued, p. 214. 


Germaine, lord George, extracts 


from his letters, vol. iy. Pp- 100; 


Gibraliar invefted by the Spani- 


ards, vol. ili. p. 304—relieved 
by Roduey, p. 406—by Darby, 
vol. iv. p. 71. ‘Tremendous 
torrents of fire difgorged on the 
fortrefs from the Spaxifh artil- 
Jery, and returned by general 
Lllict, p. 73. "The ftupendous 
works erected againft it, de- 


ftroyed, p.214. ‘It is to be ate. 


tacked in a more formidable 
way than ever, p. 316—the 
grand attack, p. 323—the dar- 


_ tering foips fet on fire by red- . 
het balls from the fortrefs, p. 
325—the general confufion a-. 


mong thefe fhips ‘increafed ‘by 
capt, @yrtis’s gursDoats, ibid. 
ihe 
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-—the captain with his marine 
brigade hazard themfelves to 
refcue the diftrefled enemy from 
furrounding deftruCtion, p. 326. 
The place relieved by lord 
Howe, Pp. 330. 

Gordon, lord George, advifes the 
proteftant aflociation to thofe 
meafures, which prove intro- 
ductory to the moft extraordi- 
nary rifings in Loxdox and We/?- 
minfier, vOl. iii. p. 417. He 
is taken up and committed to 
the Tower, p. 423—tried and 

‘acquitted, vol. iv. p. 70. 

Graften, the duke of, fuddenly 
quits adminiftration, vol. il. p. 
226. 

Graf, count de, engages Sir Sa- 
muel Hood, vol. ive p. 132— 
arrives in the Chefapeak, and 
afterward engages Graves, p. 
182—fails for the We?-Indies, 
p- 199g—attacks Hood, p. 235 
—engages Rodney, p. 271—en- 

_ gages him afreth, is defeated 
and taken, p. 273——lands at 
Port{mouth, p. 280. 

Graves, admiral, engages de Graffe, 
“VOL. AVE De. S2% 


| Greene, general, addrefles general 


Wafbington, vol. it. p. 65 
takes the command of the /owrh- 
ern army, VOl. ii. p. 473. He 
difapproves of the cenfure pafl- 
ed upon Gares by congrefs, p. 
4.75 —the embarrafiments at- 
tending his command, vol. iv. 
p. 27——his anfwer to lord Corz- 
wiallis’s letter, p. 28—feparates 
his force through neceflity, p.. 
30—fends Lee’s partizan corps 
to furprife George-towm, p. 32 
~—leaves his own camp, haitens 
to and joins general Morgaz, | 
and direéts the route of his re- 
treating troops, p. 38—forms 
a junction with the other divi- 
fion of the army, p. 41—forms 
2 light army, and marches with | 


the main army for the Dan, Pre» 


EX, 


43—croffes it, p.4ae. ~He re- 
crofles the Daz, p. 47—marches 
to Guilford court-houfe, and 
prepares for action, p. 53—is at. 
tacked by Cornewallis and forced 
to retreat, p. §4—purfues his 
lordfhip to Deep river, p. 583— 
marches to South Carolina, p. 
80-—is attacked by lord Raqw- 
don near Camden and obliged to 
retreat, p. 83—writes freely to 
governor Reed on the real ftate” 
of things, p. 87—proceeds to 
Ninety Six, and befieges the gar- 
rifon under col. Crager, p- 92 
——raifes the fiege and is pur- 
fued by Raavdoz; foon after 
purfues his lordfhip and _ offers 
him battle, p. 96. He retires 
to the High Hills of Santee, and 
from thence tranfmits his opi- 
nion on, Gates’s defeat, p. 98 
-——his account of the miferies 
attending the war in South Ca- 
rolina, p. gg—his anfwer to 
Balfour refpecting the execution 
of Hayne, p. 165~—engages lieut. 
col. Stewart at the Eutaay 
{prings, p. 168—happily fup- 
prefles the fpirit of mutiny a- 
mong his troops, p. 172 
writes to general Gould, p. 174. 
~——his accounts of the diftrefles 
of his army, p. 253. ‘A few 
ftrictures concerning him, p. 


406, 


Grenada taken, vol. iii. p. 293. 
Grenadier, a Britifh, furprifed and . 


made prifoner by an Ameritam: 


boy, vol. 11, p.s3 4h. : 


Grey, general, furprifes general,. 


Wayne in the night, vol, 1iepwis 


I7e 


/ / . hie bi 
Grifwold fort, on. Groton-hill,. 


taken by the Britith, vol. LV 4 
p- 178. | 
H 


Hancock, Mr. Fobn, is eleGtéd one . 

‘of the Boffon, reprefentatives, , 
vol, 1. p..208-—his floop. Lis). 
* berty feized, ps 23:— 


colleéts 


° 


a.mob- 


gE 
Wd 
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collects on the occafion and be- 
comes riotous, p. 232—the re- 
ert of the committee of the 
| Maffachugetts houfe and council 
‘gefpeCling the riot, p. 235—— 
_a fuit commenced againtt Mr. 
Hancock in the court “af Admi- 
“salty, but cop aee Ps a0. 
Mr. Hancock is chofen prefident 
of congrefs, vol. il, p. 31— 
takes his leave of congrefs, vol. 
lil, p. 18—is elected governor 
of the Maffachujetts fate, upon 
their new conititution, p. 498. 
Hayne Tfaac, colonel, executed by 
the joint order of lord Raawdoxz 
and colonel Balfour, the cafe 
of, vol, iv. p- 102, 107. 
Herkimer, general, defeated by Sir 
Fobu Fobnfan, Vol. i. p. 529. 
He ifians defeated at rice vol. 
raet ait mee | 
Highlanders, and regulators of 
North Carolina, imbody, ‘but 
are de ieated, Vol. 4." p.-z00. 
, a number of them, 
+ and lieut, col. Campbell, taken 
in Bofton-bay, vol. i1. p. 267. 
Hod, Six Samuel, engages deGra/e, 
vol. iv. p. 132—arrives at Say- 
dy Hook, p. 18t—attacked by 
the count, p. 235——takes the 
Fille de Paris, count. de Grajfe’s 
fhip, p. 275—takes’ the La ron 
and Cato, p. 278. 
ee kins, commodore, returns from 
at naval expedition, vole - if, 
pS et the Glafgow 
man of war, p. 216—puts’ Into 
~ New TAR qe ee 
Hytile preparations in different 
“parts of the Maffachufetts co- 
“Tony, vole is p. 422—it is how- 
ever hoped, that all differences 
“yi be amicably ; rectled without 
- plosathed, Dr 425° - 
Hh, filities commence betwe ‘Great 


r 


“Britain and France, voli ily 2 


118. 
Hore, general, ‘prepares to attack 
Fae “Americans on “Dorchéffer 


D 


Heights, vol. il. p. 194—18 pre- 
vented by a ftorm, and con- 
cludes upon evacuating Boffon, 
p. 196—the town evacuated, p. 
198—his defign of procuring 
rice in Georgia fruftrated, Pe, 


21i— arrives off New. York, 'p. | 


277——Iands his troops on Long 
Ifland, ps 306—furprifes and 
defeats the Americans, ps 308 
-—makes a defcent on Nea York 
ifland, p. 327—-lands on Prog’s- 
neck, Beg pe sid ae the Ame- 
ricans at White Plains, p. 340 
—returns to King/bridge, p. 
344-—takes Fort Wajbington, p. 
48 leaves Bruzfewick wa 
takes the field, p. 46g—returns 
to Brunufwick, anion he evacu- 
ates, and marches to Amboy, -p. 
471——unexpectedly moves to- 
ward the American atmy, p- 
473-~embarks his troops, p. 
494—fails with his army, p. 
492—Iands his: troops’ at E/E 
ferry, p. 494—crofies the Bran- 


dywwine, attacks and defeats the - 
Amevicais, Pp. 50g—amutes ge~, 


“neral Wa/fhin ton, ‘and | unex- 
ectedly crofles the Schuylkill 
foie im, p. §17—-makes his 
entry into Philadelp phia, p- 518 
-—-is honored by” the officers 
with a nagntficegs entertain- 
ment, vol. il. Seka to? Boab 
Hoxve, lord, atrives | st" : Staten 
* Land, and: fends a flay: to ge- 
neral Wafbington, vol, Gis p. 
301 = propoies | a’ conference 
o with fome members of congrels, 
ee p- 321=-the cohiferetice, p. 322 
——fails with ‘the fleet’and army, 
p. 4g2—arrives and anchors in 
bie lasoare, p-$tgo—is al- 
* ae to return: to 5 a vol. 
Ah SVAN abst 112——leaves “the Dela- 
aidre, De 1€4——prepares to de-_ 
eh ae Meh es i New York 


oa 


oth dui ragaintt count @’ Eftaing’ $0 


pads tent 
WP fervation - oF sine Iflaud, ps 


Pi, 


- 156—fails: forthe Pitre 


lf 
l 
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1¢g—fails for the relief of Gr. 
‘braltar, vol. iv. p. 316—enters 
the Straits, p. 328-—relieves 
Gibraltar and returns through 

_ the Straits, p. 330—is attacked 
by the combined fleets, and af- 
terward left to purfue his voy- 
age home, p. 331. 

Huddy, captain some hanged, 
vol, iv. p. 248. 

Haghes, admiral, engages Mr. de 
Suffrein, vol. iv. p. 266—en- 
gages him afrefh, p. 344—~a 
third and fourth time, p. 345 
—the laft time, p. 348. 

Hurricanes at Famaica, vol. iv. p. 6 
—at Barbadoes, p. 7—at St. 
Lucie, Grenada and St. Vincent, 

S. 

Hutebinfon, judge, his <¢ Brief ftate 
of the claim of the colonies, 
and the intereft of the nation 
with refpeét to them,” vol. i. 
p. 181—when governor he in- 
troduces the fubjett of the par- 
Hament’s fupremacy into his 
fpeech to the Maffachufetts ge- 
neral court, p. 320—by his bad 
advice, betrays the miniftry into 
wrong meafures, p. 433, 435— 
his letters are difcovered, vol. 
ii. p. 28—his behaylour while 
in the colony, p. 30. 


Jamaica petitions the king in favor 
of the colonies, vol. 1. p. 462 
—-the hurricane at that ifland, 
TO 1%. P.O. 

Fay, Mr. elected to negotiate a 
treaty of alliance with his Ca- 
tholic majefty, vol. iil, p. 321 
——his attempts ineffectual, vol. 
iv. p. 13—-delivers in propofi- 
tions relative to an intended 
treaty with Spain, p. 212—rer 
pairs to Paris, p. 331—refufes 
treating with Mr. Ofwald, till 
the independence of the United 
States is acknowledged in the 
firft inftance, p. 332——-has put 


into his hands the copy-of a leg- 


Bie 
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ter to count de Vergennes, p. 
333—gives Ofwald a draught 
of acommiffion that would fully 
fatisty, and is jealous of the de- 
figns of the French coutt, p. 

336. 

Fealoufies and prejudices among 
the troops under general Wa/A- 
ington, VOl, il. p. 304, 324, 
331. 

Jerfey, ifland, the attempt of the 
french upon it defeated by the 
‘bravery of major Piezfox, vol. 
iv. p. 68. 

Independence, meafures taken to 
forward the declaration of it, 
vol. ii. p. 268—refolutions re- 
{peCting it, moved and fecond- 
ed in conerefs, p. 274——the de- 
claration of independence, Pp. 290¢ 

Independents the, fee Congregati- 
onalifis. ae 

Indians, the Oneida, their fpeech 
to the New England provinces, 

“vol. ii, p. 54—an anfwer of 
the Stockbridge Indians to the 
Maffachufetts congrefs, p. 56— 
“the reply of the Maffachufetts 
congrefs, p. 58—Jndian chiefs 
‘at head quarters in Cambridge, 
p- 141——congrefs commiffioners 
treat with the Indians, p. 431 
—the Indians deftroy the fertle- 
ments at Wyoming, vol. iils, p. 
r8c—their hoftile operations 
elfewhere, p. 312. 

Inguifition the, abolifhed in the 
dominions of the duke of Me- 
dena, Vol. iv. p. 15. 

InfiruGions to the commiffioners 
at the court of France, vol. ii. 
Pp: 373-——to the American com- 
miffioners at different courts, 


: 406. ’ 
Fobnfer, Sir Yobx, defeats general 
Herkimer, vol. ti. Pe 529. 
—; Sir William, repulfes the 
‘French, vol. i. p. 1346 
Fohnftone commodore, fails for the 
Eaft Indies, vol. iv.. p. 147-— 
is attacked by Mr, de Sufrein, 
| rie 


iW 


Las 


p-. 149—takes feverat Dutch 
Batt India fhips, p. 151. 

| Fobn’s, St. i Canada, taken, vol. 
lk, p. 163. | 

Fenes, captain Paul, lands.a party 
of Americans at Whitehaven, 
and. fets fire to a fhip in the 


harbour; afterward lands and ° 


plunders lord Sedkirk’s houfe, 
vol. ill. p. 1rs—engages cap- 
tain. Pearfou, Pp» 297—18 ho- 


nored by the Frezch king with © 


the crofs of military merit, vol. 
Iv. p. 64. 

Ireland {pares 4.000 troops for his 
majeity’s fervice abroad, vol. 
iy p- 239—the ftate and pro- 

edings of the country, vol. 
iii. p. 302—further proceed- 
ings, p. 400, and vol. iv. p. 
pads ae 

Furies, the great and petty, through 

* the Maffachufetts refufe acting 
under the new regulations, vol. 


oi p- 386. 


Kalb, baron de, marches to the 
fouthward, vol. ill. p. 390— 
is mortally wounded, p. 443. 

Kempenfelt, admiral, takes a num- 
ber of French tranfports, vol. 
iv, p. 223—-1s loft in the Real 
George, p. 281. 

Keppel, admiral, fails for the bay 
of Bifcay, and takes the Licorne 
frigate, vol. il. p. 117--en- 
gages d’Orvilliers, p. I121—-iS 
tried, p«i240. 

‘illed, the number, by the fring 
of the Britifh from Bofton and 
the neighbourhood, vol. ii. p. 
147. ; 

Kitt’s St.. taken by the marquis de 
Bouille, vol.iv. p. 233. 

Knox, general, {ent off to the eaft- 
ern itates by the commander 


in chief, on account of the - 
Pennfylvania revolters, vol. ive . 


P- 20 


L. 


Ladicr, the, at Philadelphia, pro 
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cure contributions for the be- 
nefit of the American foldiers, 
vol. ili. p. 376-—forward fhirts 
and ftuckings to the army, p. 

Ladies, whig, their conduét in 
Charlefow2, South Carolina, 
vol. iv. p. 138. 

Landed country gentlemen alarm- 
ed, vol. it. p. 233. . . 
Laurens, Henry, efq; chofen pre- 
fident of congrefs, vol. iii. p. 
21-——his letter to the governor 
of Georgia, p. 203——to another 
friend, p, 283—ele¢ted to rie- 
gotiate a treaty with the Durch, 
p- 322z-——taken on his voyage 
to Holland, and committed to 
the Tower, vol.iv. p. 5—~dif- 

charged, p. 220. 

-————-, lieut. col. chofen fpecial 
minifter to France, and favored 
with the fentiments of general 


Wafbington upon the fervice to — 
which he was appotnted, vol. © 


lV, pe 23—returns from France, 
p- 147—his conduét approved 
of by congrefs, p. 163—is 
mortally wounded while engag- 
ed with the Britifh, p. 303. 
Laws of England not allowed by 


the colonies to be binding on 


them, vol. i. p. 43- 
Lee, Arthur, efq; leaves Great 


Britain, and removes to Paris, 


PR a ae " 
» general, meafures taken for 
fending him on to New York, 


rz 


vol. ii. p..173-— Is detained at . 


Stamford; but orders a Cenuec- 
ticut regiment into: the city, and 
arrives there himfelf within two 


hours. after general Clinton ar- 


rives at Seudy Hosk, p. 175-- 
goes to the fouthward, p. z05 
—his letter to.the #rench mini- 
fter, p. 362—an anecdote. con- 
cerning him, p.344-—heis taken 
by,col. Harcourt, p.3 5 8-—incon~ 
weniencies. refulting. from his 
GAPITE. De 409-e~ commands 
mene as BS 


be N 


the Americaris near Monmonth 
court-houfe, vol. ii. p. 136— 
is put under arreft, tried and 
found guilty, p. 151—his death 
and charaCter, vol. iv. p. 305. 
Lee, captain H. made major com- 
~-mandant of horfe for his bra- 
. very, vol, ill. p. 72—attacks 
the Britith poft at Pow/e’s Hook, 
p- 283—Jjoins general Greene in 
South Carolina with his partizan 
legion, vol, iv. p. 32—tHalls up- 
on a number of royalifts and 
makes a great flaughter among 
them, p. 49—aids general Ma- 
rion in reducing fort Wat/on, p. 
81—fort Motte, p. 89 —fort 
Grauby, p.go—marches to join 
Pickens, and with him reduces 

_ the fort at Augufta, p.gi. 
Leger, St. lieut. colonel, quits the 
fiege of fort Stanqwix, vol. ii. 


Pp: 534+ 


 Leflie, general, after announcing 


his defign of evacuating Charie/- 
town, Offers payment for pro- 
vifion to be fent in to him, vol. 
iv. pe 301—the offer not being 
complied with, he fends out 
parties to feize provifions, p. 
Riga: the town, p. 
tener, the copy of one to count 
de Vergennes, vol. iy. p. 333. 

Letters of Hutchinfor and» others 
fent to Boffon by Dr. Franklin, 
vols 1." p. 328s ects: 

Lexington affair, vol. 1. p. 477— 
the news of it reaches Londen, 

- 503s 

ipod: captain, tried for hang- 
ing captain Huddy, and acquit- 
ted, oly iv. p. 287. 

Lincola, general, furprifed at Bound- 
brook, vol. ii. -p. 45 5-—fent to 
the northward to command the 
militia, p. 535 fends col, 
Brown and others on’ an expe- 
dition to Lake George, p. 546 
—is fent to South Caroling, vol. 


iii. p. 228—eftablithes his head 
Mor. lve” 


De. ee ee 


quarters at Pury fourgh, P- 22g 
—purfues general: Prevoff, p- 
2¢$——attacks the Britith at Stone 
ferry, p. 258—marches for Sz- 
vannah, p. 326-—-is tepulfed in 
a joint attack With d’LAzing on 
the town, p. 330———defends 
Charlefown, p. 348—furren- 
ders the place, p. 358—receives 
the fubmiffion of the royal ar- 
_™my at York Town, vol. iv. p. 
196. 


London, the city of, approaches 


the throne with an addrefs, &c. 
vol. i. p. 497—refufes in 1781 
_ to prefent their addrefs, &c. at 
the levee, ‘and orders its pubil- 
cation, vol. iy. p. Din 

Long Ifland fortified by the Ame« 
ricans, vol. ii, p. 303—gene- 
ral Sullivan appointed to com- 
mand there, p. 305—the royal 
army lands upon it, p. 306— 
evacuated by the Americans, 
e303: 

Lofs of the Ville de Paris, Ramil- 
fies, and other men of war, vol. 
Lyeap ed Ze 

Lotteries, the fir in En gland ¢rant- 
ed to the Virginia company, 

TINGL. aes 8 4 

Louden, lord, his determination re- 
lative to the Maffachufetts ge- 
neral court, vol. 1. p. 134: 

Louifourgh taken by the Mafachu- 

fetts colony, vol. i. p. 110, 

Lowtber, Sir Fames, offers to pre- 
fent the Britith king. with a 
man of war of the line, vol. iy. 
p> 341- 


Lucie, St. attacked by the Britith, . 


vol. ili, p. 24.3—d Efiaing at- 
tempts reheving the ifland, p. 
246—the place capitulates, p> 

247e pth 
Enzerne the chevalier de la, ar- 
rives.at Bofton, vol. ili. p.286 
—his ccmmunications to con- 
grefs, p. 335—-his hint to ge- 
neral W afbington, Dp: 339—f un= 
“dry comm inications of his be- 
h fore 


a 
a 
by 

E 


\ 


fore congrefs, vol. iv. p. 2465 
~—is fatistied with its being re- 
folved, that Mr. ¥. Adams fhould 
be ultimately directed and guid- 
ed by the fentiments of the 
French court, p. 246. 

Ll, 

_ Main, the province of, fettled, 
vol. i. p. 38—-the inhabitants 
fubmit to the Maffachufetis, and 

_have greater privileges granted 
them than what the Maflachu- 

. fetts people enjoy, p. 39. 

Manifefioa, prefented. to the Bri- 
tifh minifter by the Sgazi/ am- 
baflador, vol. ili. p. 289. 

Manley, captain, takes Britifh vef- 
fels, vol. 11. ps 144—-1s taken, 
vol. Hi, p. 53+ 

Marion, general, exerts himfelf on 
the fide of congrefs, vol. iii. 
p- 454—vol. iv. p. 46—-aided 
by lieut. col. Lee’s partizan le- 
gion, reduces fort Watfon, p.- 
$i—fort Motte, p. 8g—tfort 
Granby, p. go. 

Maryland tettled, vol. i. p. 65— 
the convention refolve on an 
aflociation, and on meafures for 
fecuring the province, and pro- 
viding for its defence, vol. ii. 
p. 92—fettles its independent 

-conflitution, p. 368—accedes 
to the confederation, vol. iv. 
p- 65. 

Maffachufetts Company formed, vol. 
1, p. 16—begin a plantation at 
Salem, p. 17—-obtain a royal 
charter, p. 18. 

Bay, the. governor 
and company of, in New Eng- 
Jand, begin their plantation go- 
vernment in the Mafiachutetts, 
vol. i. p. 20—conclude on re- 
moving with their charter to the 
Maffachujetis, p.22-——arrive at 
Salem, p. 24-—aflume the form 
of a commonweulih, p. 27—ad- 
mit none to freedom but mem- 

. bers of their churches, p, 29——- 
their general court alume /?i- 


(Dee ee, 


Ey nD 


ritual jurifdiction, p- 30—their 
government in divers refpects 
abfolute, p. 31—their charter 
annihilated, p.42—-a new char- 
ter given them, p,. g8—they 
declare what are their privi- 
leges, p. gg—their exertions in 
the war of 1744, p. 110—0f 
1755, p- 437-—their general 
court addrefs the Britifh parlia- 
ment on the fubjeétof duties 
and taxes, p. 154—the houfe 
of aflembly propofe a congrefs, 
p- 172—-leave out of the coun- 
cil the crown. officers and. juf- 
tices of the fuperior court, p- 
208—at length agree to make 
compenfation to the fufferers by 
the riots, p. 211-—-propofe a 
circular letter to the other co- 
lonies, p. 223-——-their new af- 
fembly are required to refcind 
the refolution which gave birth 
to the circular letter, p. 226— 
they vote at to refcind, and are 
diflelved, p. z27—-a new, af- 
fembly pafs a number of re- 
folves, evidencing their difte- 
gard to the refolutions of the 
lords and commons, p. 260— 
refufe making provifion for the 
troops, p. 261—difagreements 
between them and lieut. gover- 
nor Hutchinfon, p. 304-—declare 
againit his receiving his fup- 
port from the crown, p. 3:0 
-—their proceedings refpecting 


the judges, and the fupport in- 


tended them by the crown, p- 
344-—their petition to the king 


for the removal of the governor. 


difmiffed, p. 350-+choofe de- 
legates to meet in congrefs at 
Philadelphia, p. 366—the peo- 
ple prepare to defend their rights 
by the point of the fword, p. 
380—the reprefentatiyes meet, 
and refolve themfelves into a 


provincial congrefs, p. 41I—= 


the provincial congrefs appoint 
a committee to draw up a plan 
. : for 


be oOON 


for the immediate defence of 
the colony, p. 412—pufh their 
preparations for hoftile oppofi- 
tion, p. 416—fend a circular 
letter to the minifters of the 
gofpel, p. 417—a picture of 
the Mafiachufetts colony, p. 
427—a new provincial congrefs 
meet, p. 469—their proceed- 
ings, p. 472—the inhabitants 
inarms, p. 486—their unpre- 
parednefs for an hoftile conteft 
with Great Britain, p. 492— 
the provincial congrefs write 
a circular letter to the feveral 
towns of the colony, vol. ii. 
p- r7—borrow money, and for- 
ward difpatches to the general 
congrefs, p. 19—apply to Con- 
neticut and Rhode Ifland for af- 
fiitance, p. 20-——order the mi- 
litia to Roxbury, p. 21—refolve 
upon writing to the eaftern 
tribe of Indians, p. 22—ifflie 
notes, p. 27—-the Maffachufetts 
reprefentatives meet, and take 
up their old form of govern- 
ment, p. g6—the public {chools 
of the colony, p. 125—the af- 
fembly refolve to fit out armed 
veflels, p. r44——the Maffachu- 
fetts delegates at congrefs con- 
ducted with great policy, p. 
2g6—the flate agrees upon a 
conftitution for the common- 
wealth, vol. ili. p. 396—-incor- 
porates The American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, p. 398— 
the laft act before entering on 
the new conftitution, p.497— 
the firft general court upon the 
news conftitution, p. 498—the 
conttitation violated by the ge- 
neral court, vol. iv. p. 398. 

Maffacre of the Moravian Indians, 
vol. iv. p. 308. 

Matthew, general, makes a de- 
{cent on Virgizia, vol. ili. p. 
* 260. 

Mazwiood, lteut. colonel, attacked 
at Princeton, Vol. iil, D. 40%. 
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Mayhew, Dr. his letter to judge 
Hutchinfon, vol. i. p. £783 
Meafures taken at Philadelphia for 
cee ope army under gene- 
ra ainington, vol. iii, pe 

375% 

Medical department, defe&s in the 
American, occafion the lofs of 
many fick, vol. iii. p. yo. 

Meeting-honfe, the old fouth, turn- 
ed into a riding-fchool for the 
Britifh dragoons, vol. ii. p. 139. 

Meigs, colonel, his expedition to 
Sagg harbour, vol. ii. p- 468. 
ercenaries, foreign, fail for A- 
merica, vol. ii. p. 24s. 

Militia, American, complained of, 
WON tes Dg £432 95°3 39. 

Minorca attacked by the Spaniards, 
aided by the French, vol. iv. 
is 1§7—the garrifon at fort St. 

hilip clofely invefted, and 
at length obliged to furrender, 
Pp. 226. 

Minute-men 
412. 

Mobs at Boffo, vol. i. 
attack judge Hurchinfow’s houfe, 
p. 177—-at Rhode Iand, Pe 
183——at New York, p. 185— 
at Soflox, on account of the 
feizure of Mr. Haxcock’s floop 
inberty, p27; 

Monmouth court-houfe aétion, vol. 
Til. p. 14. 

Montgomery, general, is fent on 
with troops to Cawada, and be- 
fieges St. Fobr’s, vol. ii. p. 
157—the place furrenders, p. 
162—he takes Montreal, p. 163 
—-appears before @ucbec, p. 
167—his whole force little more 
than haif the earrifon, pe 18% 
—he attempts carrying the city 
by a coup de main, and is kil- 
Jed) 92"1,82. 

Montreal taken, vol. il. p. 163. 

Montferrat furrenders, vel. iv. ps 
230s 

Morgan, general, attacked by a 
fuperior force under col. Tar/s- 

ie Wn aes tit, 


° 


inflituted, vol. i. p. 


5 Io 


idee 


dase 


veep ne foie 
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for, whom he defeats, vol. iv. 
p- 33——is purfued by lord Corz- 
wiallis, Pp. 37—is joined by ge- 
~ neral Greene perfonally, p. 38. 
Movements of the armies under 
Sir H, Clinton and. general 
Wafhington, after the evacua- 
tion of Philadelpnia, vol. iii. 
‘Pe'133+ 
Mud Land, vol. 11. p. 4—is aban- 
doned, p. 8. 
Mug ford, captain, takes the Hope 
powder fhip, vol, 11. p. 264— 
is killed, p. 269. 3 
Mutizy"among the American fol- 
diers at Philadelphia, vol. iv. 
Jueleee kas N 
Natches, the Britith fettlements 
* there reduced by captain W7/- 
ling, vol. 11... p. 38. | 
Neaw-England, the people there are 
alarmed with the reports of an 
American epifcopacy, vol. 1. 
p- 117-—-with the apprehenfion 
of defigns on the part of the 
Britith miniftry againft their 
forms of government, p. 142— 
the fuppoied plan of minifiry, 
“ Deul ad , 
New-Hamp/bire colony fettled, vol. 
i. p. 38—the people make their 
firit hoftile movement, p. 421 
--——their delegates receive in- 
‘ ftrutions which they lay before 
congrefs, vol. ii. p. 149—the 
' provincial congrefs proceed to 
“take up civil government, p. 
"468—feveral of the reprefenta- 
‘tives proteft againit it, p. 169 
—feveral of the towns petition 
againit it, p. 17c¢—~a return of 
the inhabitants, p. 263. 
New-Haven colony fettled, vol. i. 
p- 33—made a part of Connec- 
FH De Bho; 


neral Tryon, vol. ili. p. 265. 
New-Ferfey fettled, vol. i. p. 46 

—the quaker inhabitants com- 

plain of the duties impofed upon 


fee 


town attacked by ge~_ 


ie ss 


them by the governor of Mea 
York, p. 48—the aflembly de- 
clare againit independency, vol. 
ll, p. 117-—the provincial con- 
grefs much influenced by the 
plot to deftroy general Wafh- 
ington’s army at New York, 
p- 277-——they form their confti- 
tution, p. 2g9—cruelties prac- 
tifed in that flate by the royal 
troops, p. 414—the people ex- 
afperated and fly to arms, p. 
416. hap de 
New York fettled, vol. i. p. 44-— 
the affembly pafs an aét declar- 
ing the rights of the people, p- 
g7—-the powers of legiflatien 
taken from the. province, till 
there is a compliance with a 
Britifh a@ of parliament, p- 216 
—the Nec Yorkers the firlt who 
adopted the non-importation 
agreement, p. 194—they defift 
from the fame, p. 278—a quar- 
rel_ between them and the fol- 
diers, p. 300—they agree upon 
a new congrefs, ps. 362—the 
aflembly renounce, all concern 
with the preceding congrefs, p. 
4.71—~a battle between the whigs 
and tories, on the points, caz- 
gros, or uo congrefs, Ps 472— 
the New Yorkers top the vefiels 
bound to Quebec and elfewhere, 
vol. 1. p. 3-——-the meafures of 
the citizens on hearing of hof- 
tilities in the Maflachufetts, p. 
4~—the cannon rersoved from 
the battery, and the 44a man 
of war fires on the city, p. 117 
——the New Yorkers fufpected, 
p-.120—the city evacuated by 
the Americans, p+ 328—a ter- 
rible fire there, p. 330-———the 
New York ftate eftablith their 
independent conftitution, p. 
528—the city evacuated by the 
Britifh, vol. iv. p. 382. . 
Nevis furrenders, vol. iv. p. 239. 
Neutrality, the armed, vol, ili. p. 
4.02. 


New 


ots 


il N 


Nev foandland, the ftorm on the 
coafts of it, vol. ii. 


e Ee, a 
Newport, potlefled Ph a Britifh, 
26) Wah & 7 P+ 35° n €Xpedi- 
tion avainit i, ea (ip yea Sel 


evacuated by the Brith, vol, 
Hip. 33°35 

Non-importation agreement adopted 

firft by the New York merchants, 
and then by others, vol. i. p. 
1g4—a freth won-importation a- 

'greement begun at Boffow, and 
afterward adopted duet here, “pi 
218—declined for the prefent 
by the Pexafyfvania merchants, 
p- 241—adopted by them, and 
notice thereof fen¢ to the com- 
mittee of merchants’ at any 
p- 250—given up by the New 
Yorkers, Pp 278. 

Norfolk ation, in which captair 
Hordyce fell, vol. ii. p. 11z——the 
town is fired by parties of failors 
and marines from. lord Dun- 
more’s fleet, and’ deftroyed, p. 
206, 


‘ North Carolina, general aflembly 


meet and refolve to unite with 
the other colonies, vol. ii. p. 1 
——the movements of the inha- 
bitants occafion the governor’s 
quitting the colony, p. 84— 
the convention folemnly a tine 
it to be their with, that they 
may be reftored to the ftate in 
which they were before 1763, 
p- 107—eltablith their indepen- 
dent form of government, p. 
QO. 

Norwalk burnt by the Brita, vol. 
iil, p. 267. 

Nova. Scotia, the reprefentatives 
thereof, prefent an addrels, pe- 
tition and memorial to the king 
and parliament, vol. 11. p. 234. 


Obfervations on the Bofton port-bill, 
VOL pe sys: 

Officers, the American, pee tion 
congrefs, vol, iv. P+ 35 

Qhio company, vol. 1. p. 


ee 


ee 


the Frexch build a fort on the 
Obie, p. 121. 

Omoa, fort, taken by the Britith, 
vol. iii. p- 401. : 

Operations of sie troops under ge 
nerals Phillips and Arnold ‘j 
Virginia, vol, iv. p- 107. 

Order of the Britith k king in coun- 
el for fufpending provifionally 
ail the p articular ti as re- 
{pecting the fubjets of the States 
General, contained in the feve- 
ral treaties, vol. ill. p. 4a4. 

Ordnance fhip from Woolwich 
taken by captain Mazley, vol. 

p- 144. 

Orvilliers, count de, fails from 
Breft to join the Spani/> fleet, 
vol. iii. p. 288—fails with the 
combined fleet for Plymouth, 
przer. 

Gus, Mr. James, junior, thiféatens 
Bivemnon Bo riatil, VOls set pi 

ficshis pamphl ulet, The Rights 

the Britife Colonies, alarms 

Bale. ‘ip: i5z—his {peech 
ea refcinding, p. 228—an 
aifray between him and Mr. 
Robinfon, Pp. 2716 

> 

Painter, John the, alias Fames 
Aitken, VOl. Me p. 445 

hs ae Sit Hugh, tried,’ vol, iii. 
p- 24 

Paper-money firtt emitted by con- 
grefs, vol. it, p. 60--the par- 
ticular bo utenieies effets of 
it, vol. iv. p. 144—its ceafing 
to ait ‘occafions no con- 
vulfion,. p. 1. 45 

Papifte relieved by att of parlia- 
Ment, VOL aistpe ta 

Parker, admiral Hyde, 
admiral Zoutman on Dogger 
Bank, VOWAY? p.'152, 

-————, Sir Peter, and lord Corn- 
avallis, fail from Portf{mouth to 
Cork, vol. i. p. 239—from 
Cork for America with troops, 
p. 240—arrive at Cape Pear. 
aad meet with general Clinton, 


Hib 3 P- 279 


engages 


7 


ES 
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P- 279° proceed to attack 
Charlefown in South Carolina, 
2G. 


Parliament, the feffion of it opened 


in 1775, vol. ii. p. 224—the 
debates, p. 225-—-a motion re- 
lative to the employing of 
_ Hanoverian troops without the 
eonfent of parliament, p. 228 
—the houfes intormed of the 
French refcript, notifying the 
treaty with America, vol. 1. 
p. 108-—the parliament unex- 
pectedly diffolved, vol. iv. p. 4 
——the new parliament meets, p. 
1o—the king’s fpeech and de- 
bates on the addrefs, p. 11. 
Peace neceflary for the United 
States, vol. iv. p. 2g1—nego- 
tiations between the American 
and Britifh commiffioners, p. 
332—340 provifional arti- 
cles, p. 360—definitive treaty, 
P+ 39's 
Pearfon, captain, engages Paul 
Fones, Vol. lil. p. 297. 


ae {tores there deftroyed, 


vol. ii. p. 423. 

Pendleton, juttice, his reafons for 
leaving Charleflown, vol, ili. 
P3903" e 

Penn, governor, an account of his 
having delivered the fecond pe- 
tition of congrefs to the king, 
vol. ii. p. k gadinanined be- 
fore the houle of lords, ‘Puzgt- 

Pennfylwania fettled, vol. i. p. 81 
—~a charter of privileges grant- 
ed to the inhabitants, p. 88—— 
the refolutions of the aflembly 

againit taxation, except by the 
reprefentatives of the people, 
p- 193-~they ratify the acts of 
congrefs, Pp. 421 decline 
adopting the conciliatory plan, 
vol. ii. p. 6—infiruct their de- 
legates to reject any propeiition 
in congrefs that may lead to a 
feparation from the mother 
country, p. 116—~fettle their 
independent conflitution, p. 368 
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——numbers diffatisfied, p. 369 
—-the Pennfylvania att relating 
to flavery, vol. iit. p. 377. 

line of troops revolt, 


‘vol. iv. p. 16—fee Revolt. 
Penabfcot, expedition againf it, 


by the Mafiachufetts, vol, 111. 
PhAZeys 


Peterfoam, in the county of Wor- 


cefler, Maffachufetts Bay, the 
refolutions of the town, vol. i. 


Py prG. 


Petitions to the houfe of commons 


on American affairs, vol. i. p. 
450-—petitions and counter- 
petitions, p. 496--—-to both 
houfes from the Britifh inhabi- 
tants in the province of Quebec, 
p. §cO—petitions and counter- 
petitions, vol. 1. p. 223—peti- 
tions from the counties for a 
public reform, vol. ii. p. 413 
—confidered by the houfe of 
commons, and the refolutions 
of the houfe in favor of them, 


p- 415—all hopes of obtaining 


redrefs from that houfe at an 
end, p. 416-—a frefh petition 
prefented, vol, iv. p. 151. 


Philadelphia merchants exprefs 


their minds fully to the com- 
mittee in London on the reve- 
nue acts and grievances, vol. i. 
p- 266—the committee top the 
jailing of veflels to Quebec and 
elHewhere, vol. ii. p. 4-—-the 
zeal of the citizens. in hoftile 
preparations, p. 61——they pro- 
vide for the fafety of the city, p. 
93-—1t is poffefled by the royal 
army, p. 518—it is evacuated 
by the BritgZ, vol. iii. p.131- | 


Pickens, colonel, defeats the South 


Carolina tories, vol. iii. p.231 
—-enters. the, fadiaz country, 
and dettroys their corn, p. 313 
aided by Lee’s legion, re- 
duces the fort at Augufta, vol. 
iv. p. gt—chattifes the Chero- 
kees for breaking their engage- 
ments, p. 177s 


¢ 


P iguets | 


A 


& 


2 Bi cl 


Piguet, Mr, de la Motte, faves 
feveral merchant fhips, and en- 
gages fome Britifh men of war, 
vol. 111. p. 405, 406—captures 
a number of fhips laden with 
the fpoils of Szatia, vol. iv. p. 
146. 

Pitt, Mr. defigns to tax the colo- 
nies, vol. 1. p. 136. 

Pondicherry taken by general Mun- 
WO, Vole. p. 2°52 

Poule, the Belle, and Arethufa, en- 
gage, vol. li. p. 118——~the 
Belle Poule is taken, p. 425. 

Powder, the quantity thereof in 
the Maffachujetts, vol. ii. p. 23 
—the extreme want of it at 
camp, p. 67—a large fupply 
obtained by the capture of the 
Flope, p. 264. 

Prait, Mir. converfes with Dr. 
Franklin about the Americans, 
woler. p. 136. 

Predatory war againft the Amert- 

* cans determined upon, vol. 111. 
p- 264. 

Prefeot, general, furrenders with 

the foldiers, failors, and eleven 

veflels, vol. ii. p. 164-18 fur- 
prifed on Rhode Lland, and 
carried off by lieut. col. Bar- 
toy P. 4QI. 

Prevoft, general, enters South Ca- 
rolina, and marches toward 
Charleftown, vol. ili. p. 254— 
defends Savannah, heh repulfes 
the allied troops under D’E/- 
taing and Lincoln, Pp. 327+ 

Princeton action, vol. 11. p. 401. 

Prifmers, American, the treat- 
ment they met with, vol. ii. p. 
427—Vvol. iii, p. 15—collecti- 
ons for the relief of thofe in 
England, p. 99- 

, Britifh, the treatment 


they met with from the Aime- 
ricans, vol. iv. p. 210. 
Privateers, American, their fuc- 
cefs, vol. li, p. 433—vol. iit. 
p- 235. ae 
Proceedings on the meeting of the 
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new parliament in 1774, vok i, 
p- 42g—the feffion clofes, p, 
502. Dag 

Proclamation, lord and general 
Howe's, the benefit of it claim- 
ed by numbers in the Jerfeys, 
VOTE (Peay a . 

Propofals for Saslding men of war 
for the ufe of the Britifh govern- 
ment by private fubfcriptions, 
vol. ive po 347. 

Protef? of feveral lords againft the 
bill for regulating the govern- 
ment of the Maffacku/fetts Bay, 
vol. 1. p. 355—againit the bill 
for the impartial adminiftration 
of juftice there, -p. 357: 

——— of the Maffachujetts re- 
prefentatives, vol. iv. p. 399. 

Providence plantations fettled, vol, 
i. p. 36—united with Rhode 
Ifland, Dp. 37» 

Publications relative to the Ameri- 
can war, vol. li. p. 247. 

Pulafki, count, at Charleffown, 
vol. ili. p. 266 mortally 
wounded, p. 330—congrefs re- 
folve to erect a monument to his 
memory, p. 332. 

Puritans, the rife of them, vol. 1. 
p- 2—provide a retreat from 
perfecution in the Maffachufetts 
Bay, p. 16——people the Maffa- 
chufetts, Connecticut, and New 
Haven colonies, p. 35. 

Putnam, general, hattens with 
troops to the Maffachu/fetts, vol. 
ii. p. 2—efcapes with 3500 
men from New York, p. 328. 


Quakers, a deputation from their 
yearly meeting wait upon con- 
grefs, vol. iv.’ p. 377- 


, areport of a committee 


of congrefs refpecting them, 
VO Diyos ¢ 

, in Wef Ferfey, complain 
of duties laid upon them, vol. 
ie p. 48 of Pennfylvania, 
throw George Keith into prifon, 
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3 S54 = 


oe 


== 


Se 


sae 


SS rr 6354 


SESE = 


DE NED 


Quakers, twos Fobu Roberts and 
Abrakam Carlifle, are executed 
for high treafon againft the 
commonwealth of Pexnfylvania, 
VOL FAL. P207; 

Quincy, Mr. extras from. his 
journal while in England, vol. 
i. p. 433—his account of lord 
Chatham's {peech on the zoth 
of January, 1775, p. 439—of 
lord Camden’s, p. 446. 

R 


Randolph, the American frigate, 
blown up, vol. iii. p. 87. 

Raavdon, lord, marches out of 

Camden, attacks general Greene, 
and obliges him to retreat, vol. 
iv. p. 83—evacuates Camden, 
p. &g—purfues Greene, and foon 
after is purfued by him, p. 96 
-—marches to Charleftown, p. 


es bak; count Donop repulfed 
there, Voll iu. ip. 2. ' 

Reed, colonel Jofeph, his letter to 
a member of congrefs, vol. ii. 
p. 278—his anfwer to the offers 
made to corrupt him, vol, 11. 
p- 172. i ae 

Refugees, the loyal, imbody, by 

the permiffion of Sir A. Cliz- 
ton, and make reprifals, vol. iii. 
p- 236—commit great excefies 
with their fleet of privateers 
and cruifers, p. 496. 

Regiments, Britifh, raifed by volun- 

- tary fubfcriptions, vol. lll. p- 
100. 

Regulation of prices attempted by 
the American ftates, vol. il. p. 


A2e 
Remarks on the Bofton fort-dill, 
TM GLeite to Cathe 
Removal, the, of general Wa/bing- 

ton from the command of the 

atmy attempted, vol, iiis p. 54. 
Reprifals, general, granted by the 

Britifh council again Durch 
'_ fhips and goods, vol. iy. p. 6. 
Refolutions, the, and addrefs of 
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furing the Maffachufetts affem- 
bly and the town of Bofton, 
vol.1. p. 293——the counter r& 
folves of the Virginia houfe of 
burgeffes, p. 254—the like re- 
folves of North Carolina affem- 
bly occation their diffolution, 
by governor Tryon, p. 256. 

Revenue, miniitry inclined to raife 
one in the colonies, vol. i. p. 
132—Mr. Pitz’s defign of doing 
it, p. 136—zthe firft Britifb ak 
of parliament pafled-avowedly 
for the purpofe of raifing a re- 
venue in'the American colonies, 
p- 149—it is confidered by the 
Maffachufetts houfe of affembly, 
and a committee appointed to 
write upon the fubject to the 
other American affemblies, p. 
THs 

Pane the, of the Pexn/ylvania 
line of troops, vol. iv. p. 16— 
the revolters march ‘to Princes 
tom, p. 19——to Trentox, and de- 
liver up the Britith fpies ait 
agents to be. executed, and 
matters are adjufted, p. 21. 

—~ of part of the Jerfey bri- 
gade, is f{peedily fuppreffed, 
and two of the leaders executed, 
volsivibps2z 

Rhode Ifland plantation fettled, 
and united to Providence, vol. 
i. p.37—obtain a royal char- 
ter, p. 38—the people feize the 
cannon, and the affembly :re- 
folve upon procuring arms and 
military ftores, p.421. The 
royal forces poflefs themfelves 
of Rhode Lfland, vol. ii. Ps 359. 
——-make an excurfion on the 
continent, vol. ili, p, 127— 


the expedition againft them un- 


er general Sullivan and count 
D’Eftaing, p. 157—an engage- 
ment between numbers of them 
and of Sullivan’s troops, p. 
165—they evacuate the ifland, 
Bei 33 ae ii 


‘both houfes of parliament, cen- Riot, a: great one at Bo/fon, on ac- 


count 
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count of the ftamp-act, vol. 1. 
p7 the rioters deftroy 
judge LHutchinfon’s houte, p. 
i77—a fimilar riot at New 
York, p. 185. 

Riots at Edinburgh and Glafgow, 
vol. ill. p. 243. 

Rochambeau, count de, arrives at 
Rhode Iffand, and is addrefied 
by the inhabitants, vol. 111. p. 
379—joins Wa/bingtox with the 


French troops, vol. iv. p. 123 


-—lends the American comman- 
der money to fupply his troops, 
p. 186. 

Rockingham, the marquis of,’ dies, 
vol. iv. p. 265. 

Rodney, Six George, appointed to 
the chief command in the Weft 
Indies, vol. 11. p. 406—en- 
gages and defeats the Spani/h 
fleet under Don Juan Langara, 
Pp» 407 engages count de 

-. Guichen, p. 411—takes S?. Lue 
fratia, vol. iv. p.74—difpatches 
a few fhips after the Dutch ad- 
miral and his convoy; the ad- 
miral is killed in defending his 
fhip, and the fleet is taken, p. 
45—watches count de Gra/e, 

pp. 268——engages him, p.270— 
engages him afrefh, deteats and 

. takes him, p. 2773-7is created 

-an Englith peer, p. 279- 

Rutledge, governor, of South Caro- 

dina, retaliates for colonel Bal- 
four’s conduct, vol. iv. p. 172 
‘—~iffues writs for a new election 
of reprefentatives, &c. p. 211. 

S 


Salem, the inhabitants thereof, 
prefent an addrefs to general 
Gage, vol.1. p. 374+ 

Saville, Six George, moves for the 
relief of the Papifts, vol. yi. 
p- 113+ 20 

Savannah evacuated by the Britifh, 
volwiv. p. 301. 

Sayre, Mr. fecured and committed 
to the Tower, vol. 11. p. 224--= 
fueslord Rochford, p- 435> 
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Schaick, colonel Van, his expedi- 
tion againit the Indians, yol. 
Ml. p. 204. 


Scheme, one tor deftroying general - 


Wafhington’s army at Nea 
York, vol. ii. p. 276, 

Schools, the public, ia the Mafia. 
chufetts and Conneéticut, vol. 
aps £25. 

Schuyler, general, difarms the in- 
habitants of Yryox county, vol. 
il. p. 176—refolutions of con- 
grefs concerning him, p. 426, 


414. 
Seal of the United States of Ame- 


tica, vol. iv. p. 297« 


Seceffion, the, of many of the 


minority members, vol. 11. pe 
442. 

Ships, Britifh, taken in Bo/fon. bay 
and the neighbourhood, vol. 1. 
P- 144- 

——_-——-, of war, driven from 
Nantafket, and the port of Boi- 
ton opened, vol. 11. p. z66— 
the Phoenix and Kofe go up the 
North river and return, p. 304, 
305+ 

Skirmifbes in the neighbourhood 
of Boftoz, vol. il. p. 22, 245 
66. 

Slaves, African, firfk introduced 
into the colonies, vol. i. p. 56. 

Snider, Chriftopher, killed at Boffor, 
and buried with the greateft re- 
{pect, vol.1. ps 276. 

Sous of liberty , the rife of the 
title among the Americans, vol. 
Te Ded OF, iste. 

South Carolina congrefs enter into 
an affociation, and refolve upon 
putting Charlefown and the 
province into a re{pectable 
pofture of defence, vol. 11, pe 
$1-—the governor, lord William 
Campbell, diftrufttul of his per- 
fonal fafety, quits Charleftown, 
and goes on board a royal floop 
of war, p..1oo—the popular 
meafures oppofed by numbers, 
and the reafons for it, p. 1Q4— 

the 
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troops into the fettlements of 
the royalifts, and feize their 
leaders, p. 106—the provincial 
congrefs, determine upon an in- 
dependent conftitution, p. 210 
—the flate goes to war with 
the Cherokees, p. 364. new 


models the temporary form of. 


government, vol. iil. p. 85— 
is invaded by general Prevo/?, 
p- 254—a general revolt in fa- 
vor of congrefs, p. 429—the 
aflembly meet at Jackfonbo- 
rough, vol. iv. p. 256. 


Spaniards, their humanity to their 


Britifo prifoners, vol. iv. p. 14. 


Spanifh and French fleets join in 


the Weft Indies, but make no 
attempt againit Jamaica, vol. 
oP pile 


Speech, the royal, at the opening 


of the feffion of parliament in 
3777, and the debates after it, 
Vol. tii. p. g5-—in 1781, vol. 
IV. p. 215. 


Stamp-aét, vol. i. p. 157—colonel 


Barve’s {peech in the debates 
upon it, p. 160—during the 
debate, general Conavay denies 
the right of parliament to tax 
the colonies, p. 162—the re- 
folves of the Virginia houfe of 
burgefles Sibig the ftamp- 
act, p. 169—the pirits of the 
colonifts inflamed by them, fo 
that great difturbances follow, 
P- 175, 183, 185~-—the repeal 
of the flamp-act, p. 201—the 
joy that occafions through the 
colonies, p. 207. 


Stamp-papers, the diftributors of 


them refign, vol. i. p. 184, 
187, 188—bufinefs carried on 
without them, p. rgr. 


Stark, general, arrives with the 


New Hamp/bire militia in the 
neighbourhood of Burgoyne’s 
army, injorder to oppofe him, 
vol. ii. p. §36—defeats lient, 
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~ the committee of fafety fend 


colonels Baum and Breymaz, 
Pp. 54.0. 

State of the army under general 
Wafhington, vol. ii. p: 316— 
in the northern department, » pe 

“g78t 

States General, they are applied 
to for the Scstch brigade to 


ferve againft the Americans, © 


and the opinion of Fohax van 
der Cappelle on the occafion, 
vol. ii. p. 238. 
Steuben, baron, is chofen infpector 
general, vol. iil. p. 67. 
Stewart, lieut. colonel, engages 
general Greene at the Exiga 
{prings, vol. iv. p. 168—aban- 
dons the Fxtaq, Pp, 170: 4 
Stoney-point taken by the Britith, 
vol. iii. p. 261—retaken by*the 
Americans, p. 268. /: 
Stowington fired upon by the Bri- 
tifh fhipping, vol. ii, p. 122. 


Suffering: endured by the gentle- 


men fent from Charleforun- to 
St. Auguftine, vol. iv. p. 139—- 
by the continental officers taken 
at Charlefiown, p. 141-—«by 
the American marine prifoners 
in New York, p. 147. ) 
Suffulk county in the Maffathu- 
Jetis, their delegates meet, and 
come to various refolutions, 
vol. i. p. 389—addrefs_gover- 
nor Gage, p- 39:—fend to the 
general congrefs at Philadelphia 
an account of their proceed- 
ings, p. 392—which are ap- 
proved by congrefé, p. 393. 
Sufrein, Mr. de, is fent in pur- 
fuit of commodore TFobuftone, 
vol. iv. p. 148—attacks the 
commodore, Pp. 149—engaves 
admiral Huohes in the Ealt fn. 
‘dies, p. 266——engages him 
afrefh, p. 344—a third and 
fourth time, p. 345—the laft 
time, p..348. 
Sullivan, general, his expedition 
to Staten land, vol. ii. p. 503 
me a —againtt 
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—againft the Britifh troops, 
Rhode Ifland, vol. 11. p. 159, 
161 engages a number of 
them, 165—-retreats from 
Rhode ifland, p. 168—his ex- 
pedition againit the Indians, 
10. 307+ 

Sullivan-ifland fort attacked by 
Sir Peter Parker, vol. ii, p. 282. 

Sumpter, colonel, heads the friends 
of independency, quits North 
Caralina, and takes the field in 
South againft the victorious Bri- 
tifh, vol. ili, p. 387-——attacks 


the Britifh poft at Rocky-mount, | 


and at Hanging-rock, p. 428— 
on the Wateree, p. 442—1s de- 
féated by col. Tarleton, p. 447 
—~is made a brigadier general, 
p. 454—defeats major Weyms, 
and is attacked by Yarletor, 
whom he repulfes, p. 471— 
takes the Britifh garrifon at 

. Orangeburgh, vol. iv. p. 89. 

Surgeons in the American army, 
many of them exceflively defici- 
ent, vol.il., p. 334. 

Synod, the United, of New, York 

and Philadelphia, their paftoral 
letter, vol. ii. p. 73. 

Tallmage, major, furprifes fort 
Sz. George on Long Ifland, vol. 
iii, Pp. 493. 

Tarleton, \ieut. colonel, defeats 
colonel Buford, vol. iii. p. 360 
—defeats colonel Swmpter, p. 
447—1is repulfed by him, p. 471 
—is defeated by general Mor- 
gan, vol. iv. p. 35—his expedi- 
tion to Charlotte Ville, p. 402. 

Faxes not to be impofed upon the 

. inhabitants of New York colo- 
ny, but by their own reprefen- 
tatives, according to the decla- 
rative act of their general court, 
pafied immediately after the re- 
volution, vol. i. 7—a fimi- 


- Jar aét patted by the Maffachu- 
jetts legiflature, p. 99 


the 
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{cheme of taxing the colonies re 
jected by Sir Robert Walpole, 
p- rog-—the Britifh govern- 
ment under no neceffity of tax+ 
ing the colonies for their defence, 
and the fecurity of the new 
ceded countries, p. 165—a bill 
for faxing the colonies atreth 
brought in by Mr. Charles 
Townfend, p. 214. 

Tea, the Haft India company re- 
queft the repeal of the Ameri- 
can duty upon it, vol.i. p. 324 
—a bill paffes, enabling them 
to export their own Zeas, p. 
325—the colonifts excited to 
refift the introdution and fale 
of their ¢eas upon that plan, 
p- 33t—the confignees at Phi- 
ladelphia and New York refign 
their appointment, p. 332—a 
quantity of tea thrown over- 
board at New York, p. 333—- 
the New York and Philadelphia 
teafoips return to Great Bri- 
tain, p. 334 the meafures 
taken at Boffow to induce the 
confignees at that place to re- 
fign, p. 335—the rea-/bips ar- 
rive, and aré watched, p. 337 
—the contents of 342 che/ts of 
tea caft into the falt water, p. 
pena 


Yerney, admiral de, arrives at 


Newport, and is addrefled by - 


the inhabitants, vol. 111. p. 380 
—dies at Newport, p. 499- 
Thomas, the American general, 

dies, vol. 11. p.253. 
Thompfon, general, difpatched to 
attack the Britifh at Three Ri- 


vers, vol. li, p.256—is de-- 


feated and taken, p. 258. 
Tobago taken, vol.iv. p. 133. 
Towns in the Maflachufetts, their 

conftitution, vol. i. p. 382. 
Townfend, Mr. Charles, moves for 

a bill granting duties in the 

Britifh American colonies, vol. 

1. Pe 214. 

Trade, 


4 
a 
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Trade, the importance of the 
Britith Weit India, vol. i. p. 
494~-of the colonies, p. 495. 

d veaties, debates on thofe for em- 
ploying foreign troops in Ame- 
rica, vol. ii. p. 240. 

Lreaty of amity and commerce 
between the States General and 
the American States, vol. iv. p. 
332—between Sawedex and the 
United States of America, ie 
26, i 

cree tlie Hefgans there defeat- 
ed, vol. ii. p. 396. 

Zrial of captain Preffon, for killing 

the perfons who fell on the 5th 

of March, 1776, and his ac- 
quittal, vol. i. p. 291—of the 
. foidiers on the like account, 
* : 
and two found guilty of man- 
flaughter, p- 292. 
T; roops, general Gage ordered to 
fend fome to Boftow, vol.i. p. 
238-—two regiments are landed 
in the ‘town, p. 247—the foldi- 
ers and inhabitants quarrel, and 
at length the former fire upon 
the latter, and kill feveral, p. 
281——-which occafions the ut- 
moit confufion in the town, 
when it is agreed that the regi- 
ments fhould withdraw to the 
caftle, p. 287—the perfons flain 
are buried with unparalleled 
pomp, p. 290. The Boflon come 
mittee act fyftematically to pre- 
vent all fupplies for the troops 
in the town under governor 
| Gage, p. 384. : 
Trumbull, Mr. Fobx, taken up in 
London and committed to pri- 
fon, vol. iv. p. 12, 
Tryex county, the inhabitants of 
it difarmed, vol. ii. P1705 
» governor, difiolves the 
North Caroliza aflembly, vol. i. 
p- 256—arrives at New York, 
vol. ii. p. g4—-his influence 
alarms congrels, p.119. He 
quits New York, and goes on 
beard the packet, Pe 120 
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commands the expedition againtt 
Danbury, p. 462—againtt New- 
Haven, Fairfield, and Norwalk, 
vol. iit. p. 265. 

Tyconderoga, colonel A/len’s expe- 
dition againft it, vol. ii. p- 10 
—the fort furprifed, pe 13—~ 


evacuated by general St, Clair, - 


p- 482. . 

Vergennes, count de, his politics, 
Vole ati,’ .peli2z63 
Ville de Paris, count de Graffe’s 
fhip, ftrikes to Sir Samuel Hood, 
volo ins Dp. ayes 
Vincent, St. taken by the French, 

vob. iii. ¢p.f2 86," 9 
Virginia fettled, vol. i. p> $2— 
African flaves introducedamon 
the fettlers, p. 56—they addrefs 
king Charles I. p, 62z—the com- . 
mons of England fend a force 
againft them, p. 63. They pro- 
claim Charles JT, king of Eng- 
land, Scotland, Treland, and 
Virginia, p. 64—their council 
and houfe of burgeffes petition 
the king, prefent a memorial to 
the houfe of lords, and remon- . 
ftrate to the houfe of commons, 
p- 156. The refolves of the 
houle of burgeffes againft the 
right of parliament to tax them, 
Pp. 169. The circulation of 
thefe refolves inflame the inha- 
bitants of the feveral colonies 
againit the ftamp-act, (ae dak a 
175,200. ‘The houfe of bur. 
gefles 1s diffolved for their 


counter-refolves to thofe of the ~ 


houfe of lords and commons; 
when the gentlemen who formed 
it meet, ard enter into a una- 
nimous affociation againft im- 
portations, p. z55—the buar- 
gefies, before their diffolution, 
addreffed the king on the fub- 
ject of tranfporting perfons 


_ from the colonies to. be tried 


in Great Britain, p, 262. The 


houfe of burgefles réfolves to 
MaiQe 
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maintain. an intercourfe with 
the fifter colonies, p. 327. 
Virginia, the governor of, orders 
powder to be conveyed away 
trom the public magazine, 
which occafions capt. Patrick 
Henty to march with his vo- 
lunt¢ers toward Williamfburgh, 
voli ii. pen convenes the 
koufe of burgefles, p. 86—goes 
on board a man of war, p. 87. 
He is entreated to return to 
Williamfourgh, by a joint ad- 
drefs of the council and houfe, 
p- 88-the houfe prefents an 
addrefs in anfwer to his {peech, 
p. go—the convention admit 
the Scorch petitioners to a itrict 
neutrality, p- 10g. They fo- 
lemnly declare in favor of a 
refteration to the former friend- 
ly connection with Great Bri- 
tain, p. rog—refcind their tor- 
mer refolution refpecting the 
Scotch petitioners, on account 
of thefe not having kept. their 
faith, p..114—-agree upon a 
conftitution, p. 300—-the Bri- 
tif make. a defcent upon the 
{tate, vol. ili. p. 260—the fate 
retaliates on the lieut. gov. of 
Detroit, and others, p. 264. 
Virginians, the lofs fuftained by 
them, while lord Coruwallis was 
attempting to reduce the fiate, 
vol. iv. p. 403. 


w24 irtual reprefentation not applica- 


ble to the colonies, vol. 1. p. 
162. ! 
W. 

Walpole, Sir Robert, his opinion 
about taxing the Britifh colo- 
nies, vol. 1. p. 109. 

War, the American, the lowe 
clafs of Englifh and [rifh ad- 
verfe to it, vol. il. p. 219- 

Warren, doctor, his letter to ge- 
neral Gage, vol..i,.p- 489-7 
killed at the battle of Breed’s, 
mifcalled Bunker’s Hill, vol. i. 


mh y 


re Xs 
p- 46—his. charaéter, p. 49— 


his remains taken up, and ho- 
norably buried by the lodge of 
Free Mafous, p. 214. 

Wajbingion George, major, fent 
by governor Dinwiddie to the 
French commandant, vol. i. p. 
Lk. 


, colonel, en- 
es the French, p. 123. 

, efq; elected ge- 
neral to command all the con- 
tinental forces, vol. il. p. 34— 
arrives at Cambridge, p. 63— 
letters between him and Gage, p. 
125. ‘The general no wife de- 
firous of independency, though 
many of the New England of- 
ficers are, p. 172-——requires 13 
regiments of militia to firengthen 
the army, p. 181—is for crofs- 
ing the ice and attacking Bof- 
ton, p. 189—fends off troops 
for New York upon the town’s 
being evacuated, p. 200—at- 
tends a thankfgiving fermon 
preached at his requeit, p. 202 
—is complimented by the Ma/- 
fachufetts council and reprefen- 
tatives in a joint addrefs, p. 
203—his force at New Yore 


{mall, p. 277—~a conference be- 
itifh ad- 
€ 


gag 


tween him and the Bri 
jutant general, p. 302——evacu- 


cuates ewe York Lfland » Pe 339 
—crofles the North river into 
Ferfeys p.347—retreats through 
the Serfeys into Pennf) pluania, 
» 353-—his fituation atter croi- 
fing the Delaware, p» 390-— 
recrofies and attacks the ie- 
CAMS 5 De 394-—Te-enters the jer 
Jes, p» 398—elcapes from lord 
¢, mmarcnes to Princeton, 
and attacks-the fourth Britifh 
brigade, p- 400—marches to 
Morriftown, pe 402—the weak- 
nefs of his force there, p. 42: 
He quits Morriftown, p. 469-~ 
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is perplexed about ‘the’ defti- 
nation of the Britifh fleet and 
army, p.493—marches toward 
the Brandywine, p. 494: 1s 
beaten, p. g§r1—retréats to PAi- 
ladelphia, pp. $13—recrofies the 
Schuylkill with a firm intent of 
fighting Sir William Hove; p- 
514——providentially prevented 
by an inceffant heavy rain, p. 
51$—pailes the Schuylkill afreth, 
pe §16—furprifes the main bo- 
dy of the royal army at Ger- 
min-towin, YP. 522—I18 obliged 
to retreat, p. 524——his force, 
vol. il. p. 3—at White Marf,, 
p-10—huts at Valley-forge, p. 
r1—his removal from the com- 
mand. of the army attempted, 
p- 54—he labors to obtain 
half pay for the officers, p. 63— 
marches the troops from Valley- 
forge, p. 133—engages the Bri- 
tifh- near Monmouth, p. 146— 
his thoughts upon the change 
of public affairs, p. 17e—his 
{cheme for procuring good in- 
telligence, p. 235~——for fecur- 
ing himfelf from an attack, p. 
305—mentions the difficulties 
attending his army, p. 478— 
proceeds to meet count de Ro- 
chambeau and adm. Teruay at 
Hartford, p. 479—agrees with 
the count upon a plan for the 
hext campaign, p. 480—during 
his abfence Arvold’s fcheme for 
delivering up We? Point is dif- 
covered, idem. Wafhington ap- 
points a board of general offi- 
€€rs to examine and report up- 
on major Andre’s cafe, p. 486 
-——his thoughts wpon the whole 
bufinefs, p. 490. He detects 
a moit grofs impofition in the 
furnifhing of cattle for the ar- 
my, p. 495—communicates his 
thoughts to lieut. col. Lanrens 
and Dr. Franklin, wpon the ne- 
ceility of aid trom France, par- 
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ticularly in money and-a naval 
fuperiority, vol. iv. p. 23.— 
the purpofes to be anfwered by 
fuch fuperiority, p. 2¢—his in- 
tention of catehing Arad and 
his detachment in Virginia, p. 
60—declares the abfolute necef- 
fity of a timely and powerful 
aid from France, p. 67—dil- 
approves of the Briti/> frigate’s 
having been furnifhed with pro- 
vifions, to prevent worfe con- 


tequences to his houfe and pro- 


perty, p. 118—his account of 
the diftrefles of his army, p. 
119—fettles with Rochambeau 
his plan of operations, p. 120 
—the French troops under Ro- 
chambeau join him, p. 123. 
Wafhington changes his plan of 
operations, p. 125 —-marches 
with the allied army for Phila- 
delphia, p. 126—arrives at the 


- Head ot Elk, p. 186—before 


York Town, p. 188—opens 
the trenches, p. 191—obliges 
the Britifh to furrender, p. 196 
—-congtatulates the allied army 
on the event, p. 197—attends 
congtefs, p. z208—his ° refolu- 
tion on the hanging of ‘captain 
Jyoua Huddy, p. 249—orders 
an unconditional prifoner to bé 
fent on from Pennfylvania or 
Maryland, p. 284——~expreffes 
his concern at capt: Afgill’s 
being fent, p- z85—upon re 
ceiving capt. Lippincor’s trial, 
and Sir Gxy Carleton’s letter, 
he laid the whole matter before 
congrefs for their direction, Ps 
288—admits A/gill to his pa- 
role, allows him further indul- 
gences, and exprefles his pri- 


vate opinion in favor of his be- 


ing releafed, and permitted to 
return to his friends in Europe, 
p. 289——the general receives a 
letter from count de CTECHNCS 
interceding for the captain, ac- 
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companied with, Mrs. A/eil, 
the mother’s letter to the count, 
which are forwarded to con- 
grefs, who direct that he fhould 
be fet at liberty, p. 2g0 
Wafbington fends with the re- 
folve of congrefs, a paffport for 
his going into New York, and 
writes him a polite letter, p. 
291—is informed by Sir Gx 
Carleton and adm. Digby, of the 
negotiations for peace, p. 294 
-—difconcerts the attempts to 
fow difcord between the mili- 
tary and civil powers of the 
United States, p. 355—has an 
interview with Sir Gay Carle- 
ton, p. 367—addrefles a circu- 
Jar letter to the governors of 
the feveral ftates, p. 370—if- 
fues out his farewell orders to 
the armies, p. 380—takes his 
leave of the officers, p. 383-—— 
delivers in his accounts to the 
comptroller at Philadelphia, p. 
385-——refigns his commiffion to 
congrefs at Aznapolis, p. 389—— 
a few ftriclures concerning him, 
_p- 405. 

Wafbington, lieut. colonel, by a 
itratagem reduces the Britifh 
poft at Clermont, vol. tiie p. 
474° 

Wayne, general, furprifed by ge- 
neral Grey, vel. il, p. g17— 
takes Stoney Point, vol. iii. p. 
268——attacks the block-houfe at 
Bergen-neck, p. 381—fent with 
the Pennfylvania line to Virgi- 
nia, and joins the marquis de 
la Fayette, vol. iv. ps 11gS— 
attacks the Britifh army under 
lord, Coruavallis, and extricates 
himfelf from a moft perilous 
fituation, p. 117-——proceeds to 
and cominands in’ Georgia, p. 
258—routs col. Browz, p. 299 
—is furprifed by a body of 
Creck Indians, but repulfes them, 


Few Xe 


Pp. 300--—takes poffeffion of 
Savannah, upon its being 
evacuated by the Britifh, Pp 
308) 

Whitcomb, colonel, propofes in« 


litting as a private, vol. ii. p.. 


1476 

W bite, colonel ohn, with fix vo- 
lunteers, by a ftratagem in the 
night, makes 141 of the ene- 
my prifoners, about 25 miles 
from the Savannah, vol. iii. p. 


3316 

Whitefield, the reverend Mr. his 
information alarms the New 
England minifters, vol. i, pe 


1A. 

Wilkes, Fohn, ef{q; triumphs at 
length by the fuccefs of the mo- 
tion for expunging, from the 
journals of the houfe of com- 
mons, the entry by which he 
was pronounced, in 1769, in- 
capable of fitting in that houfe, 
vol. iv )p. 263. 

Williams, colonel, of Ninety Six, 
repulfes a body of tories, vol. 
lll. P. 449. 

» Mr. Roger, the firft 
legiflator in thefe latter ages, 
that eftablifhes full liberty of 
confcience in Rhode Hland and 
Providence Plantations, vol, i. 
Poe 

Wilmington, in North Carolina, 
taken by the Britifh, vol. iv. 
Paras 

Woofer, general, mortally wound- 
ed, vol. ii. p. 464. 

Wyoming fettlements deftroyed by 
the lzdians, vol. iit. p. 185. 
Yankee, the origin of the term, 

vol. i. p. 481. 

Yorke, Sir Fofeph, applies to their 
high mightinefles tor the deli- 
vering up of the Serapis and 
Countels of Scarborough, vol. 111. 
p- 300—prefents a memorial i 

‘toe 


¥ 


the Srates General relative ‘to the ginia, furrender to the allied 
eventual treaty between 4me- army under general Wafhing- 
rica and Holland, vol. iv..p.5 ton, voh iv. pr ig6. 
~—withdraws from the Hague, ~* fe 3 
Dp. Gat il | Leidewitz, lieut. colonel, is tried, 
Yerk Town, and Ghucefler in Vir- and efcapes, vol. ii. p. 325. ° 
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